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TO THE CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
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Honorable Damascus Castellanos, Member 

Honorable Brenda Washington Davis, Member 
Honorable Thomas C. Hudnut, Member 

C. Scott Chaney, Executive Director 
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GENERAL DATA: 
 
Dates:  Thursday, December 26, 2024, through Sunday, June 15, 2025. 

Racing Fridays through Sundays.  Special Wednesday racing on January 1, 2025. 
Special Monday racing on January 20, 2025 and February 17, 2025.  

 
Post time: Weekdays/weekends/holidays -12:30 p.m. unless otherwise specified.  
  
Scratch time: Regular scratch time will be at 10:00 a.m. on race day unless otherwise noted. The 

deadline for scratches for stakes races, except for overnight stakes races, will be 
prior to the 3rd race or two hours before post time, whichever is longer. 

 
Wagering: Win, place and show wagering ($2 minimum) on every race; $1 Exactas on all races; 

$0.50 Trifectas on all races; $0.10 Superfectas and $1 Super Hi 5 on all qualifying 
races; $2 Rolling Doubles; $0.50 Rolling Pick Threes; $1 Pick Four on races two thru 
five and the final four races; $0.50 Pick Five on first five races and final five races; 
$0.20 Rainbow Pick 6 Jackpot (with carryover) on final six races; $2 Golden Hour 
Double, combining the final race at Santa Anita and the final race at Golden Gate 
Fields; $1 Golden Hour Pick Four, combining the final two races at Santa Anita and 
final two races at Golden Gate Fields; $2 Parlay, combining two to six races in 
succession (win, place, and show). 

 
Auxiliary stables:   San Luis Rey Downs and Los Alamitos Race Course. 
 

OFFICERS 
Aidan Butler President, 1/ST  
Stephen W. Screnci President, Racing and Business Development   

1/ST Racing & Gaming 
Nate Newby Senior Vice President & General Manager 
Scott Daruty    Senior Vice President  
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Rebecca Neimark   Chief Financial Officer 
Eric Sindler    Asst. Secretary & General Counsel, CA Racing Operations 

 
OFFICIALS 

Luis Jauregui    Steward 
Kim Sawyer    Steward 
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Paul Atkinson    Safety Steward 
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Steve Martinelli   Racing Coordinator 
Zachary Soto                               Assistant Racing Secretary 
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  Robert Moreno   Placing Judge 
  Karen Denovel   Placing Judge 

Jesus Calvillo, Jr.   Paddock Judge/Patrol Judge 
Randy Valdez    Patrol Judge 
Brice Blanc    Patrol Judge 
Kevin Colosi    Clerk of the Scales 
Charles McCaul   Assistant Clerk of Scales 
Linda Ramirez    Clerk of the Course 

  Dan Landers, Sandy Linares  Paymaster of Purses 
  Jay Slender    Starter 

Jeff Siegel    Morning Line Maker  
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ADMINISTRATION 
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Jason Spetnagel   Vice-President, Operations 
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Ed Martinez    Director of Facilities & Grounds  
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  Jesse Martinez   Turf Superintendent 
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Dennis Moore    Track Surfaces Consultant 

  Stephen Scallon   Director of Security 
 Pete Siberell    Director of Community Services  
 Jeanine Scott     Senior Human Resources, Generalist  

Pamela Walden   Director of VP and Owners Sales 
  Benoit & Associates   Track Photographer 
  Jay Cohen    Hornblower 

  Frank Mirahmadi   Public Address Commentator 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Report for Thursday December 19, through Sunday, December 29, 2024. 
 
THURSDAY 
12/19/241 ENTRIES 

Steward Grant Baker was in to oversee entries for Opening Day on Thursday, 
December 26th, (11 races). With the new entry procedure in effect, scratches will be 
held on the day of the race. 

 
FRIDAY 
12/20/241 ENTRIES 

Steward Grant Baker was in to oversee entries for Friday December 27th, (9 races).  
 
12/20/242 MILLER HEARING 

The CHRB filed a complaint against Trainer PETER MILLER for CHRB rules #1902 
(Conduct Detrimental to Racing), #1581.1 (Entries) and #1629 (Penalty for Late 
Declaration) when he entered the horse “Hardmoneymuchachos” in the second race 
at Santa Anita Park on October 27, 2024.  The violation was discovered when the 
CHRB regulatory veterinarian at San Luis Rey Downs attempted to examine the 
horse and Mr. Miller’s staff advised him that the horse was sick and had left the 
grounds. Mr. Miller called us seeking a continuance since he received additional 
paperwork a couple of days ago to amend the complaint. We granted him this 
continuance and we will reschedule the hearing to a later date. 

 
12/20/243  CITATION 

Exercise Rider JOSE LUIS DELGADILLO was in to answer to a citation issued by 
Safety Steward George Yniquez for not stopping work after the warning system was 
activated during training hours on November 14, 2024 at Santa Anita Park.  Mr. 
Delgadillo stated he did not notice the lights were on, we told him he should have 
heard the sirens.  

 
12/20/244 SIMONOVICH CASE WITHDRAWN (case #24SA0137) 

The following complaint filed by Veterinarian John Araujo against Owner MELVIN 
SIMONOVICH for unpaid veterinarian services has been withdrawn. Dr. Araujo 
called prior to the hearing and stated the debt has been paid.  
 

SATURDAY 
12/21/241 ENTRIES  

Steward Grant Baker was also in on Saturday to oversee the entries (10 races) for 
the third day of the meet (12/28/24). The racing office drew the races early with no 
major issues. 

 
SUNDAY   
12/22/241   ENTRIES  

Steward Grant Baker was also in on Sunday to monitor entries (9 races) for Sunday 
December 29, 2024.  Steward Baker was busy taking care of issues throughout the 
week in preparation of opening week. 
 

THURSDAY  (OPENING DAY) 
12/26/241 FILM REVIEW 

Jockey ARMANDO AGUILAR was in to review his riding crop usage in the second 
race at Los Alamitos Thoroughbred. Mr. Aguilar used his crop seven times, and had 
no excuse other than he miscounted. Therefore, the following ruling was issued.  



 
 

LATS Ruling #01 
Having violated the Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Rule #2280 (Use of 
Riding Crop) and pursuant to Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Rule #2282 
(Riding Crop Violations and Penalties – Class 3 - first offense), Jockey ARMANDO 
AGUILAR, who rode RASSLER in the second race (Purse $16,000) at Los Alamitos 
Race Course on December 15, 2024, is suspended for one (1) day (January 3, 
2025), and fined TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS ($250.00)* for one (1) 
strike over the limit.  
 

12/26/242  STEWARDS’ INQUIRY/NO CHANGE (8th race) 
We posted the inquiry sign to review the stretch run involving the third-place horse 
#5 Imagination (J. Rosario) and the fourth-place horse #2 Pilot Commander (J. 
Hernandez). After speaking to both riders and reviewing the race, we made no 
change to the order of finish. In a unanimous opinion, the #5 lugged out slightly, but 
the #2 was not cost a better placing. 
 

12/26/243 DECLARATIONS, CHANGES AND REFUNDS 
1st Race #4 Money Makes Money- Stewards’ scratch- full field 
 #14 Commander- Stewards’ scratch- also eligible. Refund $8,926.33 
2nd Race No changes; Refund $103.10 
3rd Race #3 Lila- LATE Veterinarian scratch- Dr. Deluhery, flipped in paddock  

#4 Isntsheloverly- A. Espinoza replaces H. Berrios, travel 
  #13 Paarl- Stewards’ scratch- also eligible 
  #14 Rice Paddy- Stewards’ scratch- also eligible. Refund $12,986.19 
4th Race #5 Dorie Miller- Veterinarian scratch- Dr. Pattio, injured 
  #6 Tizzy Twister- Claimed by H. Palma, trainer. Refund $2,774.11 
5th Race #2 Catalina Cocktail- Stewards’ scratch- full field 
  #12 Real Fire- Stewards’ scratch- full field 
  #13 Sareeha (IRE)- Stewards’ scratch- also eligible.  

Refund $4,198.55 
6th Race #4 Express Train- L. Saez replaces H. Berrios, travel. Refund $496.77 
7th Race No changes; Refund $916.31 
8th Race #1 Bentornato- Stewards’ scratch- stake 
  #4 Senior Officer- Stewards’ scratch- stake. Refund $15,289.91 
9th Race #2 Atitlan- M. Smith replaces H. Berrios- travel 

#3 Curlin’s Koas- Veterinarian scratch- Dr.  Deluhery, injured 
  #4 Siennois (IRE)- Stewards’ scratch- Stake. Refund $3,472.54 
10th race #5 Ultimate Authority- Stewards’ scratch- stake 
  #10 Tamara- Veterinarian scratch- Dr. Pattio- sick 
  #11 Cavalleri- Stewards’ scratch- stake. Refund $8,213.95 
11th race #1 Omaha Girl- Stewards’ scratch- stake 
  #2 Sakura Blossom- Stewards’ scratch- stake. Refund $1,497.09 
 

12/26/244 DAILY ATTENDANCE & HANDLE  
ON TRACK  41,562  2,657,870.97 
SCOTWINC 3,754 1,275,845.96 

 

OUT OF STATE + ADW n/a 17,320,154.36 
TOTAL 45,316 21,253,871.29 

 
FRIDAY  
12/27/241  DELGADILLO RULING 



 
 

The following ruling was issued in regards to last Thursday’s citation hearing (ref. 
12/20/243).  Exercise Rider JOSE LUIS DELGADILLO was notified of the penalty. 

 
LATS Ruling #02 

Exercise Rider JOSE LUIS DELGADILLO is fined ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS 
($100.00)* for violation of California Horse Racing Board rule #1437 (Conditions of a 
Race Meeting – Failure to stop galloping his horse while sirens/warning lights were 
activated) at Santa Anita Park on November 14, 2024.   
 

12/27/242 THOMAS RULING 
Trainer JONATHAN THOMAS was issued the following ruling after he failed to 
register his horse “KAHURARU (FR)” in the fifth race on Thursday. 

   
LATS Ruling #03 

Trainer JONATHAN THOMAS, who started the horse KAHURARU (FR) in the fifth 
race on December 26, 2024, at Santa Anita Park is fined FOUR HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ($400.00)* for violation of California Horse Racing Board rule #1845 
(Authorized Bleeder Medication – late registration).  

 
12/27/243 POLANCO RULING 

Trainer MARCELO POLANCO was issued the following ruling after his horse 
“Stormy Paradise” arrived at the receiving barn with toe grabs in yesterday’s third 
race. The horseshoe inspector was able to grind off the toe grabs which allowed the 
horse to run. 

      LATS Ruling #04 
Trainer MARCELO POLANCO, who started the horse, STORMY PARADISE in the 
third race at Santa Anita Park on December 26, 2024 is fined TWO HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ($200.00)* for violation of California Horse Racing Board Rule #1853 
(Examination Required – Improperly Shod) 
 

12/27/244    FRESU RULING 
Jockey ANTONIO FRESU was issued the following ruling after he rode in four stake 
races yesterday while under suspension. 

 
      LATS Ruling #05 

Jockey ANTONIO FRESU is suspended for ONE (1) additional suspension day 
(January 3, 2025) pursuant to California Horse Racing Board rule #1766 (Designated 
Races – participated in more than one designated race on December 26, 2024).  

 
12/27/245   FILM REVIEWS 

Jockey ANTONIO FRESU and Jockeys’ Guild Manager Darrell Haire were in to 
review his riding crop usage in yesterday’s sixth race. After reviewing several times, 
we all agreed that he went over the permitted strikes. Consequently, we issued the 
following ruling. 

      LATS Ruling #06 
Having violated the Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Rule #2280 (Use of 
Riding Crop) and pursuant to Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Rule #2282 
(Riding Crop Violations and Penalties – Class 3 - first offense), Jockey ANTONIO 
FRESU, who rode J B STRIKES BACK in the sixth race (Purse $200,000) at Santa 
Anita Race Track on December 26, 2024, is suspended for one (1) day (January 10, 
2025), and fined ONE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY NINE DOLLARS 
($1,169.00)* for one (1) strike over the limit.  



 
 

12/27/246 SAEZ RULING 

Jockey Guild Manager Darrell Haire came to represent Jockey LUIS SAEZ who 
possibly violated the riding crop in yesterday’s fifth race. Mr. Saez had returned to his 
home track, so Mr. Haire was summoned to represent him. After reviewing the race, 
it was clear he went over. The following ruling issued. 

  
LATS Ruling #07 

Having violated the Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Rule #2280 (Use of 
Riding Crop) and pursuant to Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Rule #2282 
(Riding Crop Violations and Penalties – Class 3 - first offense), Jockey LUIS SAEZ, 
who rode LADY CLAYPOOLE (IRE) in the fifth race (Purse $61,000) at Santa Anita 
Park on December 26, 2024, is suspended for one (1) day (January 3, 2025), and 
fined FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00)* for one (1) strike over the limit.  
 

12/27/247 VETERINARIANS’ MEETING 
CHRB Official Veterinarian Nolton Pattio, CHRB Chief Veterinarian Tim Grande, 
CHRB Equine Medical Director Jeff Blea, Santa Anita Racing Veterinarian Jay 
Deluhery, First Racing Chief Veterinarian Dionne Benson and CHRB Investigator 
Hiroshi Yokoyama were in to discuss any issues for this Santa Anita meet.  The 
meeting was very informative for all of us.  
 

12/27/248 STEWARDS’ INQUIRY/NO CHANGE 
We posted the inquiry sign after the running of the first race (turf) for an incident at 
the 5 ½ (transition) in which the winner #7 Long Mayshe Reign (R. Gonzalez) shifted 
inward causing the #2 Avoir (J. Hernadez) and #1 Shop Till You Drop (K. Kimura) to 
steady.  After speaking to the riders involved and reviewing the race, we made no 
change to the order of finish. In our opinion, the #7 did shift inward, but the incident 
did not warrant a disqualification. 
 

12/27/249 STEWARDS’ INQUIRY/OBJECTION/DISQUALIFICATION 
After the running of the third race, we posted the inquiry sign to look at an incident at 
the ¼ pole(turf) involving the fourth-place horse #4 Carole Lombard (A. Ayuso) and 
the sixth-place horse #6 Highlands (T. Baze).  The jockey of the #6 also lodged an 
objection against the #4 for the same incident. After speaking to the patrol judges 
and the riders involved, we unanimously voted to disqualify the #4 and place him 
behind the #6.  In our opinion the #4 crossed over the #6 causing him to check losing 
all momentum.  
   Unofficial order 3-2-5-(4)-1-6 
       Official order 3-2-5-1-6-(4)  
 

12/27/2410  DECLARATIONS, CHANGES AND REFUNDS 
1st Race No changes; Refund $0.00 
2nd Race #1 She Be Boss- Claimed by M. Rheinford, trainer 

Refund $29.00 
3rd Race No changes; Refund $182.17 
4th Race #5 Arabian Flirt- Veterinarian scratch- Dr. Pattio, injured 
  #6 Collmus- Veterinarian scratch- Dr. Deluhery, sick 

Refund $2,404.57 
5th Race No changes; Refund $58.00 
6th Race No changes; Refund $107.00 
7th Race #4 Rashmi- Stewards’ scratch- stake. Refund $2,158.04 
8th Race #2 Misleading- Veterinarian scratch- Dr. Pattio, sick 



 
 

Refund $1,384.70 
9th Race #10 Kerry Gold- Stewards’ scratch- also eligible 
  #11 Last Call London- Stewards’ scratch- also eligible 
  #12 Lil Richards Bello- Stewards’ scratch- also eligible 
  #13 Fly the Sky- Stewards’ scratch- also eligible 

Refund $2,842.72 
 
12/27/2411 DAILY ATTENDANCE & HANDLE  

ON TRACK  6,373  627,336.62 
SCOTWINC 2,433 894,585.87 

 

OUT OF STATE + ADW n/a 6,059,658.74 
TOTAL 8,806 7,581,581.23 

 
SATURDAY  
12/28/241  FILMS REVIEW 

Jockey RICARDO GONZALEZ was in to review yesterday’s first race in which he 
crossed over at the 6 furlongs turf transition, causing the inside horses to steady.  
Mr. Gonzalez stated that he did cross over a little too quickly, but he did not go all the 
way inward and that he stopped just prior to getting to the inside horse. After 
reviewing the race several times, we felt the incident did not warrant a suspension, 
but we warned him to be more cautious in the future.   
 
Jockey ARMANDO AYUSO and his agent Rene Amescua were in to review 
yesterday’s third race to look at an incident at the ¼ pole (turf) when he shifted 
inward putting pressure on the inside horse.  Mr. Ayuso said the inside horse 
contributed, and his horse was a little green; both factors contributed to the incident. 
We did place part of the blame on his horse; therefore, he was issued a warning.  

 
12/28/242 MORINAGA RULING (case #24DM0073) 

The following ruling was issued after Owner KENJI MORINAGA failed to appear for 
his scheduled hearing.  Bonnie Acres Ranch filed a financial complaint in the amount 
of $3,040.00 for unpaid farm services. 
 

      LATS Ruling #08 
Owner KENJI MORINAGA having failed to respond to written notice to appear 
before the Board of Stewards at Santa Anita Park on or before December 27, 
2024, is suspended for violation of California Horse Racing Board rule #1547 
(Failure to Appear) pending an appearance at a hearing before the Board of 
Stewards to answer to charges alleging violation of CHRB rule #1876 (Financial 
Responsibility – $3,040.00 to Robert Mitchell [dba Bonnie Acres Ranch]). 
Suspension to commence on January 4, 2025.  
During the term of this suspension, all licenses and license privileges of KENJI 
MORINAGA are suspended and pursuant to California Horse Racing Board rule 
#1528 (Jurisdiction of Stewards), subject is denied access to all premises in this 
jurisdiction. 

 
12/28/243 MUNOZ RULING 

The following ruling was issued after we receive notice from Winners Foundation 
Executive Director Darin Scharer that Groom JUAN MUNOZ has complied with the 
terms set by the Winners Foundation.  Mr. Munoz will be reinstated to allow him to 
seek employment. 

      LATS Ruling #09 



 
 

Groom JUAN MUNOZ having now abided by terms set by the Winners Foundation is 
reinstated and LATC Ruling #26 issued on October 25, 2024, for failing to comply 
with the provisions of LATS Ruling #112 dated June 13, 2024, is set aside. 

  
12/28/244 GOOD RACING 

The ten (10) race day card went very well with no major issues to report other than 
the changes and declarations listed below. 

 
12/28/245 DECLARATIONS, CHANGES AND REFUNDS 

1st Race No changes; Refund $1,163.87 
2nd Race #3 Whatafoolbelieves- Veterinarian scratch- Dr. Bohannon, injured 
  #7 Begin Again- Veterinarian scratch- Dr. Deluhery, sick 

Refund $2,388.29 
3rd Race No changes; Refund $14.00 
4th Race #4 Concord Bridge- Claimed by R. Ellis, trainer 

#8 Bruckner- Stewards’ scratch- enter back 
#11 Spearfish- Claimed by R. B. Hess Jr., trainer. Refund $637.05 

5th Race No changes; Refund $103.00 
6th Race #9 Sorrento Sky (IRE)- Stewards’ scratch- stake. Refund $4,146.21 
7th Race #4 Gypsy Tears- Stewards’ scratch- panel. Refund $1,160.48 
8th Race #9 Will Then- Stewards’ scratch- stake. Refund $6,416.60 
9th Race #1 Expect Love- Stewards’ scratch- agent entered wrong race 

Refund $1,77.92 
10th Race #9 Packs a Wahlop- Claimed by J. Sadler, trainer 

#12 Calm Sea- Stewards’ scratch- also eligible 
  #13 Sbagliato- Stewards’ scratch- also eligible. Refund $924.12 

 
12/28/246 DAILY ATTENDANCE & HANDLE  

ON TRACK  7,351  1,014,186.05 
SCOTWINC 3,264 1,215,307.05 

 

OUT OF STATE + ADW n/a 8,898,853.43 
TOTAL 10,615 11,128,346.53 

 
SUNDAY  
12/29/241  O’BRYAN RULING 

Jockey Agent BRANDON O’BRYAN was issued the following ruling after he entered 
a horse in the wrong race.  Mr. O’Bryan was asked to enter a horse for Trainer Ed 
Moger Jr. and he entered it in the wrong race.  Unfortunately, the horse had to be 
scratched. 

                                                                     LATS Ruling #10   
Jockey Agent BRANDON O’BRYAN is fined TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.00)* 
for violation of California Horse Racing Board Rule #1530 (Cases not Covered by 
Rules and Regulations – failure to conduct business in a proper manner) on 
December 22, 2024, at Santa Anita Park). 
 

12/29/242 PAEZ RULING 
Groom ISIDRO PAEZ was issued the following ruling after he failed to come in and 
submit a urine sample after he was asked by the CHRB investigators to come in and 
test.  Mr. Paez was on a testing agreement when he was ordered (ruling LATS #35 
2/24/24) in regards to case #24SA0020. 



 
 

                                                                      LATS Ruling #11 
Groom ISIDRO R. PAEZ having failed to abide to the terms of the California Horse 
Racing Board Testing Agreement (#CHRB-238) on December 28, 2024, as outlined 
in LATS ruling #35 on February 24, 2024, is immediately suspended.  
 
During the term of this suspension, all licenses and license privileges of ISIDRO R. 
PAEZ are suspended and pursuant to California Horse Racing Board rule #1528 
(Jurisdiction of Stewards to Suspend or Fine), subject is denied access to all 
premises in this jurisdiction. 
 

12/29/243 GOOD RACING 
Sunday’s nine race day card went with no major issues to report.  Any changes or 
late declarations are listed below. 
 

12/29/244 DECLARATIONS, CHANGES AND REFUNDS 
1st Race No changes; Refund $378.54 
2nd Race No changes; Refund $128.00 
3rd Race #2 Fifth Street- VOIDED claim, returns to D. O’Neill 
  #5 Forty Niner Gold- Veterinarian scratch- Dr. Pattio, injured 
  #10 Buckortwo- Veterinarian scratch- Dr. Pattio, injured 

Refund $3627.98 
4th Race No changes; Refund $0.00 
5th Race #9 Ang N Ash- Claimed by R. Hanson, trainer 
6th Race No changes; Refund $0.00 
7th Race #4 Game Warrior- LATE Veterinarian scratch- Dr. Deluhery, injured 

Refund $22651.10 
8th Race #2 Stay On the Fence- VOIDED claim, returns to A. Garcia  
  #7 Mega Moon- Claimed by G. Papaprodromou, trainer 

Refund $107.00 
9th Race #3 Guiltyofhavingfun- LATE Veterinarian scratch- Dr. Deluhery, 

injured  
#11Nepal- Stewards’ scratch-also eligible 

  #12 Kapalua- Stewards’ scratch-also eligible 
  #13 Butterfly Beach- Stewards’ scratch-also eligible 
  #14 Maria Tallchief- Stewards’ scratch-also eligible 

Refund $51744.68 
 
12/29/245 DAILY ATTENDANCE & HANDLE  

ON TRACK  6,710  898,435.38 
SCOTWINC 2,901 967,808.38 

 

OUT OF STATE + ADW n/a 7,891,443.10 
TOTAL 9,611 9,757,686.86 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SUMMARY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Accidents 

Thur 
9/26 

 0 

Fri 
9/27 

0 

Sat 
9/28 

0 

Sun 
9/29 

0 

Week 

0 

Meet 

0 
Cal-Bred Races 1 1 1 3 6 6 
Claims 1 1 3 2 7 7 
Disqualifications 0 1 0 0 1 1 
Inquiries 1 2 0 0 3 3 
Refunds 11 8 10 6 35 35 
Rulings 1 6 2 2 11 11 
Voided Claims 0 0 0 2 2 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VETERINARIAN REPORT – WEEK OF 12/23/24 TO 12/29/24 
    Horses on Vet List      15        
    Horses off Vet List      14 
    Shock Wave Therapy      0      
    Fatalities          2              
    Medication          0 

 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Luis Jauregui, Steward 

  _____________________________________ 
Kim Sawyer, Steward 

_____________________________________  
Grant Baker, Steward 
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