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TO THE CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
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 Honorable Dennis V. Alfieri, Member 
 Honorable John Carvelli, Member  
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Report for the Week of Monday, August 26 through Monday, September 2, 2024. 
 

TUESDAY     
8/27/241 SCRATCH TIME 

Assistant Clerk of Scales Charlie McCaul was handling all changes on the ‘Scratch Board’ this 
morning in the racing office. Steward Grant Baker was on duty in the Stewards office and the 
backside racing office. All changes were activated after 10:00 a.m.  

8/27/242 PACIFIC CLASSIC DRAW 
About 50 or 60 people attended a very nice event at the nearby Brigantine Restaurant. This 
gathering took place on the beautiful back patio overlooking the Del Mar racetrack. DMTC Chief 
Operating Officer Joe Harper introduced FanDuel TV talent Mike Joyce who went on camera 
live to announce the draw for the Grade 1 $1,000,000 FanDuel Racing Pacific Classic. Veteran 
racing officials Ed Reese and Charlie McCaul, who was celebrating his birthday, were on hand 
to draw the nine (9) horse field. Steward Grant Baker was on hand to oversaw the entries and 
draw for the CHRB. 

WEDNESDAY  
8/28/241 ENTRY DAY 
      Steward Kim Sawyer was on hand today overseeing entries for Pacific Classic Day, Saturday 

August 31, 2024. An excellent card of eleven (11) races will be contested. One hundred ten 
(110) horses are scheduled to face Starter Keil Travis. Five (5) graded stake races, highlighted 
by the $1,000,000 FanDuel Pacific Classic, will be held on this day. 

THURSDAY  
8/29/241 PETER MILLER RULING 

Trainer Peter Miller told the Stewards last week that “his owners” did not want to race  #8 
Cheeky Gal  in the sixth race on Sunday August 25. This telephone conversation with Mr. Miller 
took place after the official scratch time which was 10:00 a.m. on Friday August 23, 2024. The 
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following ruling penalizes Trainer Miller for a late declaration. Having had several similar 
violations, Steward Sawyer dissented and voted for a $1000 fine. 

                                                                 DMTD RULING #32 
Trainer PETER MILLER, who was scheduled to start CHEEKY GAL in the sixth race on 
August 25, 2024, at Del Mar Race Track, is fined SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS 
($750.00) for violation of California Horse Racing Board Rule #1629 (Penalty for Late 
Declaration – didn’t want to run – multiple violations). 

8/29/242 FRANK ROBERTS RULING (REF: 8/25/24 (2) 
Owner Frank Roberts failed to appear for an informal hearing heard at Del Mar on August 25, 
2024. The ruling below suspends the license privileges of Mr. Roberts. 

                                                                 DMTD RULING #33    
Owner FRANK ROBERTS, having failed to respond to written notice to appear 
before the Board of Stewards at Del Mar Race Track on August 25, 2024, is 
suspended for violation of California Horse Racing Board rule #1547 (Failure to 
Appear), pending an appearance at a hearing before the Board of Stewards to 
answer to charges alleging violation of CHRB rule #1876 (Financial Responsibility 
$500.00 to K C Horse Transport). Suspension to commence September 5, 2024. 

During the term of this suspension, all licenses and license privileges of  FRANK 
ROBERTS are suspended and pursuant to California Horse Racing Board rule #1528 
(Jurisdiction of Stewards), subject is denied access to all premises in this jurisdiction. 

8/29/243 EDGAR ARRIAGA INFORMAL HEARING 
Exercise Rider Edgar Arriaga appeared in our office for an informal hearing today. Safety 
Steward David Nuesch also participated in this hearing. Morning Track Veterinarian Chuck 
Jenkins and Morning Outrider Enrique Alferez both witnessed Exercise Rider Arriaga use his 
riding crop during morning training. He understood the reasoning for the following ruling to be 
issued.  

      DMTD RULING #34 
Exercise Rider EDGAR ARRIAGA is fined THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($300.00)* For 
violation of California Horse Racing Board rule #1688(b)(1) (Use of Riding Crop - use of 
crop during a.m. training) on August 25, 2024, at Del Mar Racetrack. 
                                                                                   

8/29/244 SANTIAGO GONALEZ INFORMAL HEARING 
Jockey Santiago Gonzalez appeared in our office to discuss a DMTC Violation Notice that was 
issued on August 24, 2024. Safety Steward David Nuesch witnessed Jockey Gonzalez gallop a 
horse along the inner rail with two (2) horses performing an official workout behind them. Jockey 
Gonzalez said his horse was tough to control. The trainer of the horse involved in this matter, 
Ruben Gomez, was contacted on the telephone and stated his horse was often unruly. The 
majority dismissed this case. Steward Baker voted for a $100 fine. 

8/29/245 THIRD RACE INQUIRY 
The Stewards posted the Inquiry sign after viewing an incident in mid-stretch in this 5-furlong 
event. The Stewards observed third place finisher #6 Commander (FR) attempt to enter a tight 
opening. This attempt led to ping-pong style contact between this horse and two rivals. They 
were first place finisher #3 Terry’s Boy (Reylu Gutierrez) on the outside and fourth place finisher 
#5 Hot Box (Abel Cedillo) on the inside. We reviewed all camera angles of the incident, received 
a patrol judge report and spoke to the three (3) jockeys involved. In a unanimous decision the 
Stewards made ‘no change’ in the order of finish. 
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8/29/246 DECLARATIONS, CHANGES &REFUNDS 
5th Race  #1 Battle Call (Tr. S. Hernandez) claimed, S. Hernandez, trainer 

                    #9 Incredible Shot (Tr. P. Miller), claimed, C. Dollase, trainer 
7th Race Declaration #6 Almendares (GB) (Tr. P. D’Amato) Entered Back—Stewards 

REFUND: $2,018.94 

8/29/247 DAILY ATTENDANCE & HANDLE  
ON TRACK  5,671  $741,193.56 
SCOTWINC N/A $2,157,250.06 

 

OUT OF STATE + ADW N/A $6,020,865.93 
TOTAL 7,773 $8,919,309.55 

 
FRIDAY 
8/30/241     CHRB VISITORS 

CHRB Chairman Dr. Gregory Ferraro and Executive Director Scott Chaney visited our office 
yesterday. Safety Steward David Nuesch was also in attendance. We discussed several matters 
during this informal but very informative visit.  

8/30/242    FLAVIEN PRAT RULING 
Attorney Darrel Vienna has told the CHRB that he would like to cancel his participation in an 
appeal hearing on behalf of Jockey Flavien Prat. This appeal hearing was scheduled for 
Wednesday September 4, 2024. Jockey Prat was suspended three (3) days for a ride at Santa 
Anita Park May 27, 2024 (Ruling #100—May 31, 2024). Jockey Prat will now be suspended 
equivalent days of the week (Friday, Saturday, Sunday) that he was issued in his original ruling. 

DMTD RULING #35 
Having violated the Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Rule #2280 (Use of 
Riding Crop) and pursuant to Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Rule #2282 
(Riding Crop Violations and Penalties – Class 3 - first offense), Jockey KYLE FREY, who 
rode DORINE’S WILD CAT in the fourth race Purse ($27,000.00) at Del Mar Race Track 
on August 30, 2024, is suspended for ONE (1) day (September 7, 2024), and fined TWO 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS ($250.00)* for one (1) strike over the limit. 

8/30/243  SECOND RACE STEWARDS REVIEW 
The Stewards conducted a Stewards Review into the start of this six (6) furlong race. The 
primary focus of this review were the actions of fourth place finisher #5 Thirst for Passion 
(Jeremy Laprida) who was off very slowly. After speaking with Starter Keil Travis the Stewards 
determined that there was no reason to conduct a formal Inquiry into this race. 

8/30/244  FIFTH RACE INQUIRY/DISQUALIFICATION  
The Stewards posted the Inquiry sign after viewing an incident at the start of this one (1) mile 
turf event. At the start original second place finisher #8 Call Me Sir (Antonio Fresu) breaks in 
sharply. This action causes interference to several rivals to his inside. The horse that was 
affected the most, in the opinion of the stewards, was original third place finisher #5 Uncle Evco 
(Umberto Rispoli) who lost much ground at the start of this race. #5 Uncle Evco was beaten by 
a ‘head’ margin for second position. 

The Stewards received a Patrol Judge report, reviewed different camera angles and spoke to 
Jockeys Fresu and Rispoli In a unanimous decision #8 Call Me Sir was disqualified and placed 
third.     

ORIGINAL ORDER OF FINISH 6-(8)-5-10-2-1-3-9-4-7 
 

                      OFFICIAL ORDER OF FINISH  6-5-(8)-10-2-1-3-9-4-7 
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8/30/245  DECLARATIONS, CHANGES & REFUNDS 
                       4th Race Declaration #1 Persuasive Lips (Tr. S. Sherman) Unsound-Laura Augusten        
     DVM REFUND: $1,014.50 

8th Race Declarations #1 Ryder’s Candy (Tr. A. Saavedra) Sick-Brent Cassady DVM  
 #5 Deficit (Tr. A. Marquez) Sick-Nolton Pattio VMD 
 REFUND TOTAL: $1,431.37 

                           #3 Class Clown (Tr. B. Koriner) claimed, S. Calvario, trainer 

8/30/246 DAILY ATTENDANCE & HANDLE 
ON TRACK  5,182  $676,107.46 
SCOTWINC N/A $3,056,377.25 

 

OUT OF STATE + ADW N/A $7,240,701.76 
TOTAL 8,249 $10,973,186.47 

 

SATURDAY 
8/31/241  PEDRO ZAVALETA VIOLATION NOTICE 

Exercise Rider Pedro Zavaleta appeared in the Stewards office to address a ‘violation notice’ 
that was issued to him on August 30 here at Del Mar. Exercise Rider Zavaleta was observed 
using his riding crop during a morning workout. However, after viewing a video tape of the 
morning workout the Stewards felt that Zavaleta was flagging (showing) his riding crop and not 
striking his mount with his riding crop. In a unanimous decision the Stewards dismissed this 
matter. 

8/31/242 KYLE FREY RULING 
The Stewards observed Jockey Kyle Frey use his riding crop seven (7) times in the fourth race 
yesterday, August 30. Jockey Frey was aboard second place finisher #7 Dorine’s Wild Cat in a 
one (1) mile main track event. We spoke to Jockey Frey following the race. He watched a video 
replay and informed the Stewards that he agreed with our analysis that he went one strike over 
the limit. We issued the following ruling. 

                                                                     DMTD RULING #36 
Having violated the Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Rule #2280 (Use of 
Riding Crop) and pursuant to Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Rule #2282 
(Riding Crop Violations and Penalties – Class 3 - first offense), Jockey KYLE FREY, who 
rode DORINE’S WILD CAT in the fourth race Purse ($27,000.00) at Del Mar Race Track 
on August 30, 2024, is suspended for ONE (1) day (September 7, 2024), and fined TWO 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS ($250.00)* for one (1) strike over the limit. 

8/31/243 JUAN D. LOPEZ VIOLATION NOTICE 
Jockey Juan Lopez appeared in our office after receiving a ‘violation notice’ that was issued to 
him by DMTC Security on August 30. The Stewards reviewed a videotape where Jockey Lopez 
is viewed using his riding crop on a John Sadler trainee. After watching the video with the 
Stewards, Jockey Lopez understood the reasoning for the following ruling.  

DMTD RULING #37 
Jockey JUAN D. LOPEZ is fined THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($300.00)* for violation 
of California Horse Racing Board rule #1688(b)(1) (Use of Riding Crop - use of crop 
during a.m. training) on August 19, 2024, at Del Mar Racetrack. 

8/31/244 ADDITIONAL OFFICIAL  
Del Mar management assigned Racing Official Jakob Wipfli to serve as an additional Patrol 
Judge for today’s eleven (11) race Pacific Classic day card. Mr. Wipfli will be located at the 1/8-
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mile marker. Patrol Judge Heather Correa is at the 3/8ths location. Ed Reese is positioned at the 
finish line stanchion. 
 

8/31/245 CHIEF STEWARD VISIT 
Chief Steward Darrel McHargue visited us at Del Mar today. He spent a good portion of the 
morning with us. He also went up to the Judges’ Stand for a visit between races. Current horse 
racing matters were discussed. 

8/31/246 THIRD RACE INQUIRY 
The Stewards conducted an Inquiry into the running of the 3rd Race. The stretch drive of this 
Maiden ten (10) horse field was very chaotic. No change was made in the original placings. Of 
particular interest were the actions of sixth place finisher #12 Nation (Reylu Gutierrez) who 
drifted in and bumped third place finisher #9 Middleburg (Kazushi Kimura) in mid-stretch. 
Jockey Gutierrez has been ordered to attend a film review in our office tomorrow. 

8/31/247 DECLARATIONS, CHANGES & REFUNDS 
1st Race Declaration #1 Grace by Faith (Tr. R. Mandella) Sick-Brent Cassady DVM 

REFUND: $3,910.70 
2nd Race Declarations #1 Street Humor (Tr. M. Ortiz Jr.) Injured/Paddock-Brent Cassady DVM                                  

#3 Beer Money (Tr. G. Stute) Sick- Laurie Bohannon DVM  
REFUND TOTAL: $8,521.26 

3rd Race Declaration #2 Broheim (Tr. M. McCarthy) Injured-Nolton Pattio VMD 
REFUND: $6,151.29 

4th Race  #5 Omaha Girl (Tr. G. Papaprodromou) Stake-Stewards 
REFUND: $1,687.55 

5th Race #3 Balladeer (Tr. G. Papaprodromou) Stake-Stewards REFUND: $2,095.85 
6th Race Declaration #9 Dancing Dillion (Tr. P. D’Amato) Lame on track-Brent Cassady DVM 

REFUND: $87,783.74 
9th Race Declarations #6 Noble Reflection (Tr. G. Papaprodromou) Stake-Stewards 

                                     #9 Connie Swingle (Tr. P. D’Amato) Injured-Brent Cassady DVM  
REFUND: $9,167.01 

10th Race Declaration #7 Adare Manor (Tr. B. Baffert) Stake-Stewards  
REFUND: $37,332.30 

   
8/31/248 DAILY ATTENDANCE & HANDLE  

ON TRACK  12,484  $2,607,786.02 
SCOTWINC N/A $4,060,889.86 

 

OUT OF STATE + ADW N/A $15,310,928.94 
TOTAL 18,891 $22,879,604.82 

 
SUNDAY     REYLU GUTIERREZ FILM REVIEW (REF: 08/31/24) 
9/01/241       Jockey Reylu Gutierrez appeared in our office to watch film from yesterday’s (Saturday August  

31) 3rd Race which was contested at one mile on the Jimmy Durante Course (Turf). In this eleven 
(11) horse field. Jockey Gutierrez was aboard sixth place finisher #12 Nation. This race was for 
maidens, three (3) year olds and up. In mid-stretch #12 Nation drifts in and bumps #9 Middleburg 
(Kazushi Kamura). There was a ‘General Inquiry’ in this race as several inexperienced horses 
were racing erratically. Experienced horses or not Jockey Gutierrez has an obligation to make his 
best effort to maintain a straight course. He was cautioned to do so and left our informal hearing 
without a penalty. 

 
9/01/242      FRANK ALVARADO RULING 



 

Page 6 
 

Yesterday August 31 Jockey Frank Alvarado rode #12 Pineapple Juice to a second-place finish in 
the second race. While reviewing race replays of this six (6) furlong race the Stewards observed 
Jockey Alvarado use his riding crop seven (7) times during the race. Following yesterday’s race 
Jockey Alvarado telephoned the Stewards, pled guilty and waived his right to a hearing. The 
following penalty has now been issued. 

                                                                DMTD RULING #38 
Having violated the Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Rule #2280 (Use of 
Riding Crop) and pursuant to Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority Rule #2282 
(Riding Crop Violations and Penalties – Class 3 - first offense), Jockey FRANK 
ALVARADO, who rode PINEAPPLE JUICE in the second race Purse ($28,000.00) at 
Del Mar Race Track on August 31, 2024, is suspended for ONE (1) day (September 8, 
2024), and fined TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS ($250.00)* for one (1) strike 
over the limit.                                             

 
9/01/243       SECOND RACE INQUIRY/DISQUALIFICATION 

The Stewards posted the Inquiry sign after viewing an incident in this 1 3/8ths mile turf course 
incident. As the field was racing down the backstretch a second time original second place finisher 
#5 Fireman Dan (Santiago Gonzalez) steadied very sharply off the heels of original first place 
finisher #7 Seven Wonders (Antonio Fresu). Film review of this race shows #7 Seven Wonders 
drift in with less than a ½ mile to the finish. #5 Fireman Dan and Jockey Gonzalez ‘took up’ 
sharply to avoid clipping the heels of #7 Seven Wonders. #5 Fireman Dan lost significant 
momentum following this incident.  

The Stewards reviewed all available camera angles during this Stewards Inquiry. We also 
received a Patrol Judge report and spoke to the Jockeys involved. In a majority decision #7 Seven 
Wonders was disqualified and placed sixth. Steward Jauregui dissented. Jockey Antonio Fresu 
was ordered to film review with the Stewards. 

                                ORIGINAL ORDER OF FINISH (7)-6-3-1-4-5-2-8 

                                OFFICIAL ORDER OF FINISH   6-3-1-4-5-(7)-2-8 

9/01/244        DECLARATIONS, CHANGES & REFUNDS 
                    6th Race Declarations #6 Cardiff Crack (Tr. B. McLean) Unsound-Laura Augesten DVM 

#11 Mongolian Rim (Tr. V. Brinkerhoff) Enter Back  - Stewards                                     
                                               REFUND TOTAL: $1,380.03 
          8th Race Declaration #7 Curlin’s Kaos (Tr. A. Garcia) Injured – Laurie Bohannon DVM   

       10th Race   #3 The Rebel (Tr. R. Ellis) Injured-Brent Cassady DVM REFUND: $866.37             
  
9/01/245 DAILY ATTENDANCE & HANDLE  

ON TRACK  12,040  $1,414,139.59 
SCOTWINC N/A $3,861,458.12 

 

OUT OF STATE + ADW N/A $9,517,047.26 
TOTAL 16,721 $14,792,644.07 

 
MONDAY 
9/02/241 ANTONIO FRESU FILM REVIEW (REF: 09/01/24 (3) 

Jockey Antonio Fresu appeared in the Stewards’ office to review his ride in the second race 
yesterday, September 1.  He was accompanied at today’s informal hearing, with Jockey 
Umberto Rispoli. Jockey Fresu was aboard original first place finisher #7 Seven Wonders who 
was disqualified and placed sixth for interference to original sixth place finisher #5 Fireman Dan 
(Santiago Gonzalez) inside the 1/2 mile pole. (Note: This race was 1 3/8 miles on the turf 
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course). Replays show #7 Seven Wonders shift in and impede rival #5 Fireman Dan, who lost 
significant ground in the incident.  The majority felt Fresu looked prior to shifting in and that 
Jockey Gonzalez rushed his mount into harm’s way. The minority (Steward Baker) felt this was 
a careless ride on Jockey Fresu’s part He voted for a suspension and placed no blame on 
Jockey Gonzalez. 
 

9/02/242 FIFTH RACE INQUIRY-GENEROUS PORTION STAKES 
The Stewards posted the Inquiry sign after viewing an incident approaching the ¼ pole. First 
place finisher #5 Hot Girl Walk (Antonio Fresu) crossed over in front of third place finisher #4 
Cayucos (Kyle Frey) was ‘put in tight’ and checked his mount. Fifth place finisher #2 Thirsty In 
Vegas (Tyler Baze) then checked his mount and faded in the stretch. 

#4 Cayucos was beaten fourteen (14) lengths for a better placing. #2 Thirsty in Vegas was 
beaten two (2) lengths for a better placing. 

The Stewards spoke to the three (3) jockeys involved, received patrol judge reports and 
reviewed all camera angles of the incident. In a unanimous decision ‘no change’ was made in 
the order of finish. Jockey Antonio Fresu was ordered to film review with the Stewards. 

9/02/23            SIXTH RACE STEWARDS’ REVIEW 
Public Address Announcer Trevor Denman announced that a Stewards’ Review would be 
conducted into the start of today’s sixth race. This race was contested at five (5) furlongs on the 
turf course. #5 Rebalation (Ricardo Gonzalez) left the starting gate very slowly. Race replays 
showed that this horse threw her head when the gates opened. This horse caused its own 
problems and there was no reason for a formal Inquiry. 

9/02/244 ELEVENTH RACE DELAY 
Today’s eleventh race was delayed approximately eight (8) minutes. Three (3) horses broke 
through the starting gate as the field was just about set for formal dispatch. All the horses were 
examined by the track veterinarian and were cleared to participate. Jockey Jose Valdivia Jr. 
(#11 Sharp Wonder) was unseated and examined by human ambulance personnel. He was 
cleared to ride his mount. The race itself was uneventful.                   

9/02/245 DECLARATIONS, CHANGES & REFUNDS 
3rd Race Declaration #3 Grace Period (FR) (Trainer L. Powell) Stake-Stewards  

REFUND: $1,018.73 
                       4th Race Declaration #4 Grateful My Love (Tr. M. McCarthy) Reared in Paddock Stall-Brent             
                                                Cassady DVM  REFUND: $16,534.57 

7th Race   #1 Big Spin (Tr. P. Miller) claimed, S. Sherman, trainer 
                  #3 Greatheart (Tr. K. Bainum) claimed, J.K. Sweezy, trainer 
                   #5 Upstart Yankee (Tr. D. O’Neill) claimed, B. McLean, trainer 

8th Race Declaration #3 Platinum Diva (Tr. V. Cerin) fell entering turf course-B. Cassady DVM     
REFUND:  $20,427.08 

9th Race Declaration #7 Sir Rocket (Tr. N. Drysdale) Sick-Laurie Bohannon DVM  
 REFUND: $780.17  

                     11th Race            #12 Doradus (Tr. R.B. Hess Jr.) claimed, J. Periban, trainer 
 
9/02/246 DAILY ATTENDANCE & HANDLE  

ON TRACK  4,646  $930,528.27 
SCOTWINC N/A $3,707,248.64 

 

OUT OF STATE + ADW N/A $10,022,482.80 
TOTAL 9,220 $14,660,259.71 
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SUMMARY 

 
 

Accidents 

Thur 
8/29 

0 

Fri 
8/30 

0 

Sat 
8/31 

0 

Sun 
9/01 

0 

Mon 
9/02 

0 

Week 

0 

Meet 

4 
Cal-Bred Races 2 3 2 2 4 13 58 
Claims 2 1 4 1 5 13 144 
Disqualifications 0 1 0 1 0 2 5 
Inquiries 1 1 1 1 1 5 20 
Refunds 1 2 10 4 4 21 165 
Rulings 3 1 2 1 0 7 38 
Voided Claims 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 

 

 
VETERINARIAN REPORT – WEEK OF 8/26/24 TO 9/01/24 

    Horses on Vet List       23          
    Horses off Vet List       26         
    Shock Wave Therapy       7       
    Fatalities           0               
    Medication           0 
   Claimed Voided        0 
 
 

 
_______________________________________ 

            Grant Baker, Steward 

_______________________________________ 
          Luis Jauregui, Steward 

_______________________________________  
 Kim Sawyer, Steward 

 
 
 
 
 
BOS:GB:sv  


