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CHRB NEWS RELEASE JULY 16, 2023 
 

 

CHRB FOCUSED ON FUTURE WITH GOLDEN GATE FIELDS BEING CLOSED 

With the announcement that the Stronach Group will close Golden Gate Fields (GGF) at the end of the year, the 

California Horse Racing Board (CHRB) is committed to working with all racing participants and the public to determine 

the best path forward for California horse racing. 

“Golden Gate Fields has been racing nine months out of the year in Northern California,” said CHRB Executive Director 

Scott Chaney. “I think it is fair to say that race-date allocations will take on a new meaning when the Board opens 

discussions in August for 2024 race dates.  I am acutely aware of the human impact of the closure – be they CHRB 

employees, CHRB contractors, licensees, and, of course, Golden Gate employees – and I will be working hard to 

ameliorate any negative consequences and to create job and role opportunities.” 

CHRB Vice Chair Oscar Gonzales, who chairs the CHRB Race Dates Committee, expressed assurance that the GGF 

workforce and horsemen will be treated with dignity and respect and that there will be an open and transparent process. 

“While we await more details and information, Golden Gate stakeholders and Northern California horsemen should 

know that horse racing will continue,” said Gonzales. “We look forward to receiving and implementing the industry’s 

transition plan. We hope the upcoming CHRB meeting (August 17) and Race Dates Committee meeting (August 16, both 

in Del Mar) will be an opportunity to share more information with the public.”   

CHRB Chairman Greg Ferraro commended the track’s owner for an improved safety record in recent years. 

Chaney said the possibility of new off-track wagering locations in the East Bay should be part of the ongoing discussions. 
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