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CHRB NEWS RELEASE JANUARY 26, 2022 
 

BOARD UNANIMOUS IN SUPPORT OF DR. BLEA AS THE CHRB’S 
EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR 

SACRAMENTO, CA -- The commissioners of the California Horse Racing Board (CHRB) 
unanimously agreed in closed session January 20 on their support and confidence in Dr. Jeff 
Blea to continue in his role as the CHRB’s Equine Medical Director (EMD) as he deals with 
the accusation filed against him by the California Veterinary Medical Board (CVMB), which 
has resulted in an emergency temporary suspension of his veterinary license. The 
commissioners and Executive Director Scott Chaney are optimistic that the interim suspension 
hearing held on January 21 will overturn this initial decision. However, regardless of the 
outcome, Dr. Blea has their full support and confidence to continue in his role as EMD 
throughout the full adjudication process. The commissioners are further committed to pursue 
appropriate legal avenues to protect the authority of the board, as well as preserve the contract 
with UC Davis, which appointed Dr. Blea as the Equine Medical Director for the CHRB. 
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