
STAFF ANALYSIS 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION BY THE BOARD REGARDING THE DISTRIBUTION OF 

RACE DAY CHARITY PROCEEDS OF THE DEL MAR THOROUGHBRED CLUB   
FROM ITS 2025 RACE MEETINGS   

  
Board Meeting 
May 13, 2026 

ISSUE: 

Del Mar Thoroughbred Club (DMTC) is requesting approval to distribute race day charity 
proceeds generated at its 2025 race meetings for the periods of July 9, 2025, through 
September 9, 2025, and October 29, 2025, through December 2, 2025. DMTC is 
proposing the statutory distribution amount of $123,257.00 plus a voluntary distribution of 
$79,914.00 totaling $203,171.00. The attachment lists the amounts to be distributed to 
the selected charitable organizations. Staff notes that 100 percent of the proposed charity 
distributions are made to equine and/or horse racing-related charity organizations. 

BACKGROUND: 

Business and Professions Code (BPC) section 19550 states that the Board shall require 
each licensed racing association that conducts 14 weeks or less of racing to designate 
three racing days, and each licensed racing association that conducts more than 14 
weeks of racing to designate five racing days during any one meeting, to be conducted 
as charity days by the licensee for the purpose of distribution of the net proceeds 
therefrom to beneficiaries through the distribution agent. No racing association shall be 
required to pay a distributing agent for the purpose of distribution to beneficiaries more 
than an amount equal to two-tenths of one percent of the association’s total on-track 
handle on live races conducted by the association at the meeting. BPC section 19555 
requires that proceeds be distributed to beneficiaries within 12 months after the last day 
of the meeting during which charity days were conducted. BPC section 19556 provides 
that the distributing agent shall make the distribution to beneficiaries qualified under this 
article. At least 30 percent of the distribution shall be made to charities associated with 
the horse racing industry. An additional five percent shall be paid to a welfare fund for 
horsemen/horsewomen and backstretch personnel, and other five percent shall be paid 
to a nonprofit corporation, the primary purpose of which is to assist 
horsemen/horsewomen and backstretch personnel who are being affected adversely 
because of alcohol or substance abuse. In addition to the above distributions, a separate 
20 percent shall be made to a nonprofit corporation or trust that has as its sole purpose 
the accumulation of endowment funds, the income on which shall be distributed to 
qualified disabled jockeys. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

This item is presented for Board discussion and action.   Staff recommend that the Board 
approve the race day charity distribution as presented. 



October 29, 2025 - December 2, 2025 

# Nonprofit Organization 

Statutory 
Distribution 
Percentage 

Statutory 
Distribution 

Amount 
Proposed 

Distribution Amount 
1 Horse Racing Women's Association- Racing Forward *  $               5,000.00 a 
2 CARMA *  $           122,201.00 a 
3 Edwin J. Gregson Foundation *  $             18,000.00 a 
4 Racing Medication and Testing Consortium *  $               6,819.00 a 
5 Race Track Chaplaincy / Southern California *  $               5,000.00 a 
6 California Center for Equine Health and Performance *  $               2,500.00 a 
7 UC Davis - JD Wheat Veterinary Research *  $               2,500.00 a 

8 California Thoroughbred Horsemen's Foundation * minimum 5%  $    6,162.85  $               6,500.00 b 

9 Winners Foundation * minimum 5%  $    6,162.85  $             10,000.00 c 

10 Permanently Disabled Jockey's Fund * minimum 20%  $  24,651.40  $             24,651.00 d 

*Equine and/or horse racing-related organization 

5% to welfare fund for horsemen/horsewomen and backstretch personnel [BPC 
section 19556(b)] 
5% to nonprofit organization for horsemen/horsewomen and backstretch personnel 
adversely affected by alcohol or substance abuse [BPC section 19556(b)] 
20% to nonprofit organization that benefits qualified disabled jockeys [BPC section 
19556(c)(1)] 

Proposed Distribution:  $     203,171.00 

Notes 

minimum 30%  $  36,977.10 30% to charities associated with horse racing industry [Business and Professions 
Code (BPC) section 19556(b)] 

CHRB ANALYSIS 
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club Charity Day Proceeds 

July 9, 2025 - September 9, 2025 and 

Statutory Distribution:  $     123,257.00 
Voluntary Distribution:  $       79,914.00 
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