
 

      
  

 
  

 

 

    
      

  
   

 
  

 
  

 
 

 

    
  
   

  
       

   
   

 
 

 
 

   
   

    
 

   
 

 
 

 
   

  
   

    
   

STAFF ANALYSIS 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION BY THE BOARD TO APPROVE THE REQUEST BY WATCH 
AND WAGER FOR RACE DATES IN 2026-2027. 

Regular Board Meeting 
November 19, 2025 

ISSUE: 

On or about November 6, 2025, the California Horse Racing Board (“CHRB” of “the Board”) 
received a request for harness racing dates from Watch and Wager. Watch and Wager has 
requested the following race meeting dates for harness racing in the Northern Zone at the Big 
Fresno Fair: November 4, 2026, through May 11, 2027. 

The requested dates are consistent with past calendars that Watch and Wager has conducted 
at Cal Expo. Watch and Wager anticipates that racing will be conducted on a Saturday and 
Sunday schedule during the allocated period. 

ANALYSIS: 

Business & Professions Code § 19440(a)(6) authorizes the Board to allocate racing dates and 
CHRB Rule 1430 requires that the Board allocate racing dates in a way that “will best subserve 
the purposes of the Horse Racing Law and which will be in the best interests of the people of 
California in accord with the intent of the Horse Racing Law.” The Board is authorized to 
allocate fractional racing weeks of four days or less. See Bus. & Prof. Code § 19414.5. The 
Board may, at any time, change, limit, restrict, or reallocate racing weeks. Bus. & Prof. Code § 
19530(b). 

BACKGROUND: 

Authority: 

Bus. & Prof. Code § 19440 (in part): (a) The board shall have all powers necessary and 
proper to enable it to carry out fully and effectually the purposes of this chapter. 
Responsibilities of the board shall include, but not be limited to, all of the following: 

(6) Allocation of racing dates to qualified associations in accordance with law. 

CHRB Rule 1430 (Board Allocation of Racing Dates): The Board shall allocate racing 
weeks and dates for the conduct of horse racing in this State for such time periods and at such 
racing facilities as the Board determines will best subserve the purposes of the Horse Racing 
Law and which will be in the best interests of the people of California in accord with the intent 
of the Horse Racing Law. Upon a finding by the Board that the allocation of racing weeks and 
dates for any racing year is completed, the racing weeks and dates so allocated shall be 
subject to reconsideration or amendment only for conditions unforeseen at the time of the 
allocations. The allocation of racing weeks and dates does not commit the Board to the 



  
  

 
    

 
  

 
          

 

   
 

   
  

  
 
 

  
 

    
  

    
 

  
   

  
 

    
 

  
    

    
 
 

 
  

 

         

granting of a license to conduct a horseracing meeting to any specific racing association nor 
for the allotted time period nor at the racing facility scheduled for such racing weeks and dates. 

Bus. & Prof. Code § 19414.5 (Racing Days, Weeks, and Fractional Weeks): (a) “Racing 
days” are days on which a licensed racing association or fair is authorized by the board to 
conduct horse racing. 

(b) “Racing weeks” are seven consecutive days during which a licensed racing association or 
fair is authorized by the board to conduct horse racing for a minimum of five racing days. The 
board, however, upon joint petition of the association or fair and the organization representing 
horsemen participating in the meeting of that association or fair, may authorize the conduct of 
horse racing for less than five racing days. Fractional racing weeks of four days or less may be 
authorized by the board at the beginning and end of any horse racing meeting. Fractional 
weeks may also be authorized during weeks containing holidays and during periods of overlap 
with thoroughbred meetings and fairs if the total number of weeks authorized by the board in 
any calendar year for each breed does not exceed the maximum annual allocation of racing 
weeks provided for in Article 6 (commencing with Section 19530). If a licensed racing 
association holds a split meeting, each part of the split meeting shall be deemed a horse 
racing meeting solely for the purposes of authorizing fractional racing weeks. 

Bus. & Prof. Code § 19530: (a) The board shall have the authority to allocate racing weeks to 
an applicant or applicants pursuant to the provisions of this article and Article 6.5 (commencing 
with Section 19540) and to specify such racing days, dates, and hours for horse racing 
meetings as will be in the public interest, and will subserve the purposes of this chapter. The 
decision of the board as to those racing days, dates, and hours shall be subject to change, 
limitation, restriction, or reallocation only by the board. No municipality or county shall adopt or 
enforce any ordinance or regulation that has or may have the effect of directly or indirectly 
regulating, limiting, restricting, or reallocating the racing days and dates of horse racing 
meetings. 

(b) The board may, at any time, change, limit, restrict, or reallocate racing weeks, days, or 
dates that are allocated pursuant to this section regardless of whether a condition giving rise to 
that action is foreseen at the time of allocation or whether a license is issued to conduct a 
horse racing meeting during an allocated week, day, or date. The board's exercise of authority 
pursuant to this subdivision is not a revocation subject to the proceedings required by Section 
19461, regardless of any effect on a license issued under this chapter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
This item is presented for Board discussion and action. 



 
 

                 

      

                                                                                                
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Operating Harness Racing at Cal Expo 

Scott Chaney 11/6/2025 
Executive Director 
California Horse Racing Board 
1010 Hurley Avenue #203 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

Re: 2026/2027 Standardbred Racing Dates Allocation Request 

Dear Scott, 

Watch and Wager LLC as the proposed operator, and in conjunction with The Big Fresno Fair would like 
to request the following Standardbred race dates to be raced for the first time in over a century at The Big 
Fresno Fair. Our date request is consistent with our past calendars that were conducted at Cal Expo. 

November 4th, 2026, through December 24,2026 
December 26, 2026. Through May 11th, 2027 

It is anticipated that racing would be conducted on a Saturday and Sunday schedule during the allocated 
period. 

We thank the Board for consideration and ask support for our new home at The Big Fresno Fair. 

Christopher J. Schick 

Sincerely, 

25 Cadillac Drive, Suite 201, Sacramento, CA 95825 Tel: (916) 800-1395 Fax: (916) 760-7410 



 



 
 

 

  
  

 

  
  

 
 

                                                                          
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Operating Harness Racing at Cal Expo 
Managed By Golden Bear Racing, LLC 

Scott Chaney 
Executive Director 
California Horse Racing Board 
1010 Hurley Avenue #210 
Sacramento, CA 95825 November 12, 2025 

Dear Scott, 

The Big Fresno Fair and Watch and Wager LLC have reached agreement on a lease to 
bring Standardbred racing to Fresno. This action was ratified by the Fresno Fair Board 
this past Monday November 10th. A copy of the agreement for the Racing Boards file is 
attached. 

We look very much forward to this new opportunity for the California Standardbred 
industry and the Fresno community in general. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher J. Schick 

25 Cadillac Drive, Suite 201, Sacramento, CA  95825  Tel:  (916) 800-1395 Fax:  (916) 760-7410 
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