
STAFF ANALYSIS 

Discussion and action by the Board regarding the request for approval of the nominated 
members to the Board of Directors of the California Thoroughbred Horsemen’s 
Foundation, Inc., pursuant to CHRB Rule 2049(a), Designation and Approval of 

Horsemen’s Welfare Fund 

Board Meeting 
August 21, 2025 

ISSUE: 

Pursuant to California Horse Racing Board (Board) Rule 2049, Designation and Approval 
of Horsemen’s Welfare Fund, the California Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Foundation, Inc. 
(CTHF) requested Board approval of the nominated members to its Board of Directors. 

BACKGROUND: 

Business and Professions Code (BPC) section 19440 provides that the Board shall have 
all powers necessary and proper for it to carry out the purposes of the Horse Racing Law. 
BPC section 19641 states that any redistributable money in a pari-mutuel pool subject to 
payment to a claimant pursuant to BPC section 19598, but not successfully claimed within 
that period, shall be paid as specified and an estimated payment equal to 20 percent of 
the preceding year’s unclaimed redistributable money shall be distributed to the welfare 
fund as specified. 

Board Rule 2049, Designation and Approval of Horsemen’s Welfare Fund, sets forth the 
requirements for the establishment and designation of a charitable corporation to 
administer the horsemen’s welfare fund for the benefit of horsemen. Board Rule 2049 
requires that the charitable corporation have a minimum of five and a maximum of eleven 
directors who are subject to Board approval. The charitable corporation shall select at 
least one director or trustee without financial interest in horse racing pursuant to BPC 
section 19641.2(c). 

The CTHF is a self-administered charitable program dedicated to assisting financial 
needy backstretch workers and their primary dependents. The CTHF offers medical and 
dental care, prescriptions, eye testing and glasses, financial aid, social programs, free 
clothing, and household items. The CTHF also provides services and support through the 
California Thoroughbred Trainers (CTT), the Winners Foundation, and the Chaplaincy 
program. The CTHF is regulated by the Board and is funded principally through the receipt 
of unclaimed winning pari-mutuel ticket revenues and a share of Advance Deposit 
Wagering (ADW) receipts. Additionally, donations and support are received from 
thoroughbred tracks, the Thoroughbred Owners of California (TOC), and individual 
donors. 



ANALYSIS: 

The CTHF nominated three individuals for open board member positions. The following 
individuals, all returning directors, were re-elected for a three-year term expiring on June 
30, 2028. 

Stephanie Hronis 
Ken Smole 
Millie Yakteen 

Approval of the nominations keeps the CTHF board at a total of ten members, which is 
within the range of directors permitted under Board Rule 2049. 

In accordance with Board Rule 2049, subsection (a), the nominations are submitted to 
the Board for approval. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

This item is presented for Board discussion and action. 
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