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RACE DATES 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 
A meeting of the Race Dates Committee of the California Horse Racing Board will be held 
on Tuesday, August 17, 2021, commencing at 09:30 a.m., via teleconference.   
 
Please be advised, in accordance with Executive Order N-29-20, the CHRB will provide a 
teleconference option for its upcoming Race Dates Committee public meeting, to be held on 
August 17, 2021 at 09:30 a.m. Committee members and members of the public are strongly 
encouraged to participate using the teleconference phone number provided below so as to 
minimize the spread of COVID-19 and reduce the risk of infection during this current state of 
emergency. No physical location will be provided.  
 
To participate in the teleconference, dial 888-392-4564 and enter 6896291# when prompted.  
The agenda for the regular meeting will consist of the following matters: 
 

AGENDA 
Agenda Items  

 
1. Discussion regarding the allocation of 2022 race dates for Northern California.  

 
2. Discussion regarding the allocation of 2022 race dates for Southern California.  

 
3. Public Comment: Communications, reports, requests for future actions of the Committee. 

Note: During the public comment period, a total of thirty minutes will be allowed for public 
comments via the teleconference line.  After thirty minutes, no further comments will be 
accepted.  Each person will be limited to two minutes. 

 
Additional information regarding this meeting may be obtained from the CHRB Administrative 
Office, 1010 Hurley Way, Suite 300, Sacramento, CA 95825; telephone (916) 263-6000; fax 
(916) 263-6042.  This notice is located on the CHRB website at www.chrb.ca.gov. *Information 
for requesting disability related accommodation for persons with a disability who require aid or 
services in order to participate in this public meeting, should contact Amanda Drummond. 
Requests will be swiftly resolved by CHRB staff.   

 
RACE DATES COMMITTEE 
Oscar Gonzales, Chairman 

Damascus Castellanos, Member 
Wendy Mitchell, Member 

Scott Chaney, Executive Director 
Cynthia Alameda, Assistant Executive Director 

http://www.chrb.ca.gov/
http://www.chrb.ca.gov/


STAFF ANALYSIS 
DISCUSSION REGARDING THE ALLOCATION OF 2022 RACE DATES FOR 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Race Dates Committee Meeting 
August 17, 2021 

ISSUE: 
Every year, the California Horse Racing Board (Board) hears from industry stakeholders 
regarding the allocation of race dates for the following year. This discussion is initially 
held at the Race Dates Committee (Committee) meeting, prior to being presented to the 
Board at their regular meeting for final approval of the allocated race dates. In the past, 
there has been discussion of adopting a multi-year allocated race dates calendar, but to 
date one has not been obtained.  

Prior to the Committee meeting, Board staff reached out to various stakeholders for their 
proposals for a 2022 race dates calendar. Those proposals and prior calendars are 
included for reference. Proposals were not received from the California Authority of 
Racing Fairs (CARF), the Sonoma County Fair, Watch and Wager, and Golden Gate 
Fields.  

Additionally, a request from the Pari-Mutuel Employees Guild was received to eliminate 
the simulcast only weeks in July and December. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
This item is presented for discussion. Staff recommends the Committee hear from the 
industry representatives. 

Agenda Item 1



Updated 06/16/2021 

CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
2021 ALLOCATED RACE DATES 

CALENDAR  
Note: The allocation begins on the Wednesday prior to opening day 

and concludes on the Tuesday following closing day. 
 

 THOROUGHBRED MEETINGS - CENTRAL & SOUTHERN ZONES 
Location  Allocated Dates *  
 
Santa Anita 12/23/20 – 06/22/21 
Los Alamitos  06/23/21 - 07/06/21 
Del Mar 07/07/21 - 09/07/21 
Santa Anita 09/29/21 - 11/02/21 
Del Mar 11/03/21 - 11/30/21 
Los Alamitos 12/01/21 - 12/14/21 
Santa Anita 12/15/21 - 12/21/21  
                                                                   
  

THOROUGHBRED MEETINGS - NORTHERN ZONE 
 

Golden Gate Fields                                                                                                           12/23/20- 06/15/21  
Golden Gate Fields                                                                                                           07/21/21- 08/03/21  
Golden Gate Fields                                                                                                          08/25/21 – 10/05/21  
Golden Gate Fields                                                                                                          10/20/21 – 12/21/21 
 
  

QUARTER HORSE MEETINGS - STATEWIDE 
 
Los Alamitos 12/23/20 - 12/21/21 
 
  

HARNESS MEETINGS – STATEWIDE 
 
Cal Expo 12/23/20 - 05/11/21 
Cal Expo 10/27/21 - 12/21/21 
 
  

FAIR MEETINGS - STATEWIDE 
 
Alameda Fair at Pleasanton                                                                                            0 6/16/21 – 07/13/21  
State Fair at Pleasanton 07/14/21 – 07/20/21 
Sonoma Fair at Golden Gate Fields 08/04/21 – 08/17/21 
Humboldt Fair at Ferndale 08/18/21 – 08/31/21 
L.A. County Fair at Los Alamitos 09/08/21 – 09/28/21 
Big Fresno Fair at Fresno 10/06/21 – 10/19/21 
 
          
 
* Date Block Allocation.  Actual days of live racing are determined at the time applications are approved by the Board. 
  
The Southern California Thoroughbred, Statewide Harness Meeting Dates, Statewide Quarter Horse Meeting Dates, and 
first Thoroughbred Meetings of the Northern Zone were allocated at the 10/22/2020 regular meeting of the Board. The 
remaining 2021 dates were allocated at the 11/19/2020 regular meeting of the Board. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a 
re-allocation of dates occurred at the 06/16/2021 regular Board meeting. 
 





 

 

 
 

 
 

    
  

    
   

  

   
  

  
   

  
 

 
  

 

  Agenda Item 2 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
DISCUSSION REGARDING THE ALLOCATION OF 2022 RACE DATES FOR 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Race Dates Committee Meeting 
August 17, 2021 

ISSUE: 
Every year, the California Horse Racing Board (Board) hears from industry stakeholders 
regarding the allocation of race dates for the following year. This discussion is initially 
held at the Race Dates Committee (Committee) meeting, prior to being presented to the 
Board at their regular meeting for final approval of the allocated race dates. In the past, 
there has been discussion of adopting a multi-year allocated race dates calendar, but to 
date one has not been obtained. 

Prior to the Committee meeting, Board staff reached out to various stakeholders for their 
proposals for a 2022 race dates calendar. Those proposals and prior calendars are 
included for reference. Proposals were not received from the California Authority of 
Racing Fairs (CARF), and the Los Angeles County Fair. 

Additionally, a request from the Pari-Mutuel Employees Guild was received to eliminate 
the simulcast only weeks in July and December. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
This item is presented for discussion. Staff recommends the Committee hear from the 
industry representatives. 



 

 
   

 
   

  
 

    
      

 
    
     

    
    

    
    

     
   
  

   
 

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                               
                                                                                                               
                                                                                                              

 
  

  
 

    
 
  

  
 

    
    

 
  

   
 

                                                                                                 
      

      
      

       
      

 
    
 
           

  
     

    
      

 
 

CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
2021 ALLOCATED RACE DATES 

CALENDAR 
Note: The allocation begins on the Wednesday prior to opening day 

and concludes on the Tuesday following closing day. 

THOROUGHBRED MEETINGS - CENTRAL & SOUTHERN ZONES 
Location Allocated Dates * 

Santa Anita 12/23/20 – 06/22/21 
Los Alamitos 06/23/21 - 07/06/21 
Del Mar 07/07/21 - 09/07/21 
Santa Anita 09/29/21 - 11/02/21 
Del Mar 11/03/21 - 11/30/21 
Los Alamitos 12/01/21 - 12/14/21 
Santa Anita 12/15/21 - 12/21/21 

THOROUGHBRED MEETINGS - NORTHERN ZONE 

Golden Gate Fields 12/23/20- 06/15/21 
Golden Gate Fields 07/21/21- 08/03/21 
Golden Gate Fields 08/25/21 – 10/05/21 
Golden Gate Fields 10/20/21 – 12/21/21 

QUARTER HORSE MEETINGS - STATEWIDE 

Los Alamitos 12/23/20 - 12/21/21 

HARNESS MEETINGS – STATEWIDE 

Cal Expo 12/23/20 - 05/11/21 
Cal Expo 10/27/21 - 12/21/21 

FAIR MEETINGS - STATEWIDE 

Alameda Fair at Pleasanton 06/16/21 – 07/13/21 
State Fair at Pleasanton 07/14/21 – 07/20/21 
Sonoma Fair at Golden Gate Fields 08/04/21 – 08/17/21 
Humboldt Fair at Ferndale 08/18/21 – 08/31/21 
L.A. County Fair at Los Alamitos 09/08/21 – 09/28/21 
Big Fresno Fair at Fresno 10/06/21 – 10/19/21 

* Date Block Allocation.  Actual days of live racing are determined at the time applications are approved by the Board. 

The Southern California Thoroughbred, Statewide Harness Meeting Dates, Statewide Quarter Horse Meeting Dates, and 
first Thoroughbred Meetings of the Northern Zone were allocated at the 10/22/2020 regular meeting of the Board. The 
remaining 2021 dates were allocated at the 11/19/2020 regular meeting of the Board. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a 
re-allocation of dates occurred at the 06/16/2021 regular Board meeting. 

Updated 06/16/2021 





 

 

 

 

 
 

Del Mar Proposal 

From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: Thursday, August 5, 2021 11:42:55 AM 
Attachments: image002.png 

FW: Race Dates Committee 

From: Josh Rubinstein 
Sent: Thursday, August 5, 2021 11:33 AM 
To: Chaney, Scott@CHRB 
Cc: Tom Robbins 
Subject: Re: Race Dates Committee 

Executive Director Chaney, 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit requests for modifications to this year’s calendar for the Del 
Mar Thoroughbred Club’s (DMTC) 2022 dates.  DMTC’s 2022 dates request is the same 13 weeks (9 
summer / 4 fall) allocated to us by the CHRB in 2021: 

Summer, 2022 
July 13 – September 13 (nine weeks) 
Del Mar’s allocated “dark week” is the week of July 16 
Opening Day, July 22 / Closing Day, September 11 (eight weeks of racing) 

Fall, 2022 
November 9 – December 6 (four weeks) 
Opening Day, November 11 / Closing Day, December 4 (four weeks of racing) 

Two modifications to DMTC’s 2022 dates request based on our 2021 allocation: 

1. Summer Meet request:  Due to the way the calendar falls in 2022, the timeline of the San 
Diego County Fair and track maintenance scheduling to provide for the safest possible racing 
and training environment, DMTC will need to begin racing a week later as compared to 2021. 
This also will result in our summer meet running the week after Labor Day. 

2. Fall Meet request:  While Del Mar will host the Breeders’ Cup in 2021 and we were the CA 
simulcast host in 2020 when the event was held at Keeneland, we are not requesting our fall 
meet race dates to encompass the Breeders’ Cup in 2022 (Keeneland, November 4 & 5).  In 
the interest of fairness, we believe Santa Anita should be the CA simulcast host of Breeders’ 
Cup in 2022, so we are proposing to begin our fall meet one week later as compared to 2021. 

Again, thank you for the opportunity to provide input to the 2022 race dates calendar.  We look 
forward to meeting with you, the Race Dates Committee and industry stakeholders on August 17. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 



Best, 

Josh 

Josh Rubinstein 
President & COO 
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club 



   
      

   
     

    

 

                
                

               
               

                 
                
     

                
   

Santa Anita Proposal 

FW: Race Dates Committee 

From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: Thursday, August 5, 2021 12:37:37 PM 
Attachments: image001.png 

2022 So Cal Race Dates - SA Only.xlsx 

From: Newby, Nate 
Sent: Wednesday, August 4, 2021 12:34 PM 
To: Chaney, Scott@CHRB 
Cc: Fravel, Craig ; Sindler, Eric 

Subject: RE: Race Dates Committee 

Hi Scott, 

Santa Anita will be requesting a very similar racing calendar for 2022.  We would request 32 weeks 
of racing at Santa Anita (same as 2021) with the only significant difference being the Autumn Meet 
would include Breeders’ Cup simulcast for our closing weekend of live racing.  As you probably know, 
Breeders’ Cup has typically alternated between Santa Anita and Del Mar live meets so 2022 would 
be a Santa Anita Breeders’ Cup year (based on the rotation that has been allocated by CHRB in 
previous years).  After talking with the Del Mar team, I don’t anticipate any pushback from them to 
continue with the Breeders’ Cup rotation. 

Attached is the calendar detail of our requested dates. Please let me know if you need any 
additional information from us. 

Best, 

Nate 



2022 Southern California Race Dates 

Wks 
SA - December 15, 2021 through June 21, 2022 
SA - September 28 through November 8, 2022 

December 2021 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

Santa Anita 32 
Del Mar 0 
Los Al 0 
LACF@Los Al 0 

32 

January 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31 5 

February 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 

4 

March 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31 

4 

April 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

5 

May 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 

4 

June 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 

3 

July 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 

August 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31 

September 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 

October 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31 5 

November 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 

1 

December 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 



Los Alamitos Proposal 

August 8, 2021 

TO: DATES COMMITTEE AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY 

cc. OTHER COMMISSIONERS, MIKE MARTEN, ALAN BALCH (CTT) AND GARY FENTON (TOC) 

FROM: JACK LIEBAU ON BEHALF OF LOS ALAMITOS RACING ASSOCIATION 

In response to Executive Director Chaney's email of August 3, 2021, we note that in April, 2021, Los Al 

submitted a Memor,rndum to the Dates Committee and Stakeholders, copy attached, in which it was 

suggested that there should be a continued evaluation, among other things, of the merit of existing 

racing dates (including the effectiveness of allocated "breaks") and that the very process utilized in the 

allocation of racing date should be addressed. Los Al believes that the discussion therein of the process 

utilized in the allocation of the 2021 racing dates and the issues raised regarding the 2021 Southern 

California racing calendar are relevant to the allocation of 2022 racing dates. Subsequently, 

Commissioner Gonz9lez and Executive Director Chaney discussed the contents of the aforementioned 

Memorandum with Jack Liebau. 

Los Al believes the following enumerated topics are especially worthy of consideration in the connection 

with the allocation of 2022 racing dates: 

PROCESS UTILIZED IN ALLOCATION OF 2022 RACING DATES 

The allocation of 2021 racing dates was hampered by the pandemic which necessitated discussion being 

limited to teleconferencing. Unfortunately, it appears that discussion of 2022 racing dates will be 

likewise disadvantaged. Los Al does not believe the situation should be repeated where a proposed 

calendar was circulated before the Board Meeting at which 2021 dates were to be allocated and at that 

meeting a new calendar was introduced that was characterized as being only a "slight alteration" of the 

previously circulated schedule. Neither Los Al nor Santa Anita considered their respective racing dates 

being reduced by a week to be a "slight alteration" of the previously circulated calendar. Los Alamitos, 

possibly like other Stakeholders, was 'blindsided" by the new calendar. During the meeting, the 

Executive Director did acknowledge that the associations were not previously made aware of the 

new/revised calendar. Prior to allocation of racing dates being agendized for Discussion and Action by 

the Board, the recommendation of the Dates Committee should be made available in advance to all 

Stakeholders. It simply is too difficult for the Stakeholders, at least for Los Al, to make an adequate and 

meaningful presentation to the Board "on the fly". 

STILL IN PENALTY BOX? 

Since Executive Director's Email of August 3, 2021 noted that the allocated 2021 racing dates should be 

used as a start of discussions regarding allocation of 2022 racing dates, the basis of the possible 

allocation of the 2021 racing dates is pertinent as well as whether any such basis continues to be of 

import in the allocation of 2022 racing dates. Based upon comments made at the Board Meeting at 

which 2021 racing dates were allocated, it could be surmised that a contributing factor to Los Al's 

Thoroughbred Meet (Daytime) being docked a racing week was because of the unfortunate fatalities 

encountered at the Quarter Horse Meet (Nighttime). See Transcript of CHRB Meeting of October 22, 

2020, pp. 52 & 53 lines 22-25 and lines 1-18, and P. 76, lines 11-14. Note should be taken of the 

favorable comments of Chairman Ferraro at the May 19, 2021 Board Meeting re the improving safety 

















  

 
 

    
 

CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 

August 17, 2021 

RACE DATES 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

There is no board package material for Item 3 

Agenda Item 3
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