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PROCEEDTINGS

9:31 A.M.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2026

CHAIR FERRARO: Let’s get started. Ladies and
gentlemen, this meeting of the California Horse Racing Board
will please come to order. Please take your seats.

Okay, can we get rid of the cricket? So where did
that run out of?

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Yes, the vet euthanized 1it.
Set it free.

CHATIR FERRARO: I like that one better. Open the
window, set it free.

This is the regular noticed meeting of the
California Horse Racing Board on Wednesday, March 11th,
2026, at the Cannabis Control Appeals Panel, Hearing Room
330, at 400 R Street in Sacramento, California.

Present at today’s meeting are: myself, Dr.
Gregory Ferraro, Chair; also Oscar Gonzales, Vice Chair;
Damascus Castellanos, Commissioner; Brenda Washington Davis,
yet to arrive; Thomas Hudnut, Commissioner; Peter Stern,
Commissioner; Dennis Alfieri, Commissioner; and Scott
Chaney, Executive Director.

You guys have all heard this before. Before we go

to the business of the meeting, I need to make a few
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comments.

The Board invites public comment on the matters
appearing on the meeting agenda. Procedurally, the Board
will first hear from those directly involved in the agenda
item. I will then invite public comment on the agenda item.

The Board will not answer questions since this item is for
comment only, not gquestions. Unsolicited speakers are
limited to two --

Welcome, Brenda.

CHATIR FERRARO: I will invite public -- oh, wait a
minute. The Board -- unsolicited speakers are limited to
two minutes. During all public comments, a tone will sound
to indicate the speaker’s time is up. The Board may ask
qgquestions of individuals who speak, which may extend their
two-minute time limit.

There are public comment sign-in sheets located at
the designated table for each agenda item on which the Board
invites comments. There is also a sign-in sheet for those
wishing to speak during the public comment period for
matters not on the Board’s agenda if it concerns horse
racing in California. Please print your name legibly on all
sign-in sheets as I can barely read.

When a matter is open for public comment and you
come to the podium, introduce yourself by stating your name

and organization. This is necessary for the court reporter

California Reporting, LLC
229 Napa St., Rodeo, CA 94572
(510) 224-4476




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

to have a clear record of all those who speak. When your
two minutes are up, I will ask you to return to your seat so
that others can be heard.

I will insist that all speakers stay strictly on
topic for each agenda item. If a speaker strays off topic,
I will ask to move the next speaker. If a speaker repeats
themselves, I will ask i1if the speaker has any new comments
to make. If there are none, the speaker will be asked to
let others make comments to the Board.

If anyone has comments of a more general nature
that are not applicable or are not specific to earlier
agenda items, those comments must wait until agenda item
number 10, Public Comment. There will be a 30-minute time
limit for public comment. In order to allow as many
individuals to speak as possible within that half hour, I
will strictly enforce a two-minute time limit for each
unsolicited speaker.

And with that, we move to the meeting agenda,
which starts out with approval of the minutes of January
14th, 2026. Was everyone present?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Mr. Castellanos, I
think, was absent in January.

CHAIR FERRARO: Okay. Can we have a motion to

approve?
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COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: With that correction, I move
the agenda -- I move approval of the minutes of the January
meeting.

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Davis seconds.

CHAIR FERRARO: Okay. Commissioner Peter Stern?

COMMISSIONER STERN: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Damascus?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: I was not present, sir,
so I will abstain.

CHAIR FERRARO: Hudnut?

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Gonzales?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Alfieri?

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Davis?

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Okay. Item number two,
discussion, consent calendar items. Consent items are
expected to be routine and non-controversial. It is
recommended that the Board adopt these items without
discussion. If any interested party member of the Board or
staff member requests that an item be removed from the
consent calendar, it will be considered separately.

Mr. Chaney?
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Sure. Good morning,
Commissioners. We are trying something a little bit new,
which the law allows us to do with consent calendar items,
as the Chairman Jjust described.

As the Board may recall, about a year and a half
ago, you passed the regulation regarding satellite
applications and licenses, before which we never had. Like
satellites just existed. And what had happened over time is
some of them existed for a long time, and we didn’t have a
ton of information on them, making regulatory oversight less
than ideal. That regulation required all of the satellites
to submit applications January lst. And so there are about
20 in total. You’re hearing the first three. I anticipate
the rest will be in May.

So we thought this was a good item to use for
consent calendar, as they’re fairly routine. The three that
we’re considering today are Los Alamitos, which obviously
operates a satellite year-round, and then two for L.A. Turf
Club, technically, it’s Turf Club I, Turf Club II, which
also operates a satellite year-round.

So unless there’s discussion, you can probably
leave the industry presenters seated. And the Board always
has the option of teasing any of them out separately, if you
so desire.

CHAIR FERRARO: Comments from the Board? There
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are none. Do we have any? No? Should we have a vote,
then?

COMMISSIONER STERN: Stern. Motion to approve.

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Hudnut. Second.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Davis?

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Alfieri?

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Gonzales?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yes.

Commissioner Castellanos?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Hudnut?

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Stern?

COMMISSIONER STERN: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Action items. Approval by the
Board regarding the following renewal applications for
licenses to operate simulcast wagering facilities for a
period of five years, Los Alamitos Race Course, Los
Alamitos, California, Los Angeles Turf Club, Arcadia,
California, and Los Angeles Turf Club --

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: (Indiscernible.)

CHAIR FERRARO: These were included in the one

above?
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Correct, exactly.

CHAIR FERRARO: Oh, sorry.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: No, it’s okay, you’re
giving me a chance. I don’t know that you voted for the
record on number two, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIR FERRARO: Oh, well, maybe I was thinking
about it. I vote yes. I vote yes.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Number three now.

CHAIR FERRARO: Discussion and action by the board
on the application for a license to operate minisatellite
wagering facility at Sahara Dunes Casino, LLP, dba Lake
Elsinore Casino in Lake Elsinore, California, for a period
of five vyears.

Rick?

MR. BAEDEKER: Good morning, Mr. Chairman,
Commissioners, Director Chaney. 1Is this on? There it goes.
Thank you. Well, good morning again, everyone.

Unfortunately, Ted Kingston, the operator of Lake
Elsinore, had flight trouble this morning, wouldn’t have
gotten here until about 10:15 to the airport. By the time
he got here, it would have been too late. So I talked to
Director Chaney, who suggested that I could represent him.

So Lake Elsinore, they’re back for renewal. We’ve
never had a problem with Lake Elsinore Card Club. Good

thing about these entities, minisatellites at card clubs, is
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that there’s all the infrastructure there already.
Obviously, food and beverage and so forth, but also
security, 24-hour security. So very solid location.

They do about $5 million a year in handle. And so
that’s pretty decent. And that drops about a million
dollars down to the industry for all those distributions.
Half of those distributions go to purses and commissions.
So SCOTWINC recommends to the Board that they renew the
license.

CHAIR FERRARO: Comments or questions from the
Board?

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: I move approval.

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: I second.

CHAIR FERRARO: No? Nothing? Okay. All right,
we have a vote.

Davis? Commissioner Davis?

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Alfier?

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Gonzales?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Damascus?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Hudnut?

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Yes.
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COMMISSIONER STERN: Commissioner Stern?

COMMISSIONER STERN: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Chairman votes yes. I guess
that’s okay if I wvote; right?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Yes, sir.

CHATR FERRARO: Okay. Item number four,
discussion and action by the Board on the application for a
license to operate a minisatellite wagering facility at 557
Arden, LLC, dba The Derby Room at Glen Arden Club in
Glendale, California for a period of five years.

Rick?

MR. BAEDEKER: Yeah, once again, Mr. Chairman,
Commissioners, Rick Baedeker representing SCOTWINC and --

MR. SENNEDJIAN: Greg Zennedjian. Thank you guys
for your time, Chairman and Commissioner.

MR. BAEDEKER: Yeah, so Greg Zennedjian is Armen
Zennedjian’s son. Unfortunately, we lost Armen to cancer
last year, but Armen was the first application for a
minisatellite in Norco. And not only that, but he’s one of
those individuals that is indefatigable. And once he got
that location, he constantly searched for others.

And just a gquick anecdote about the kind of person
he was, he was helping with the food and beverage at the
minisatellite in Lake Forest at Sammy’s. And one of the

things that he was doing, he was coordinating with a
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supplier of cheesecakes for the menu. And he went there one
day, and they said they were out of the cheesecakes. Well,
the supplier was in Palm Desert. He drove to Palm Desert,
picked up the cheesecakes, and brought them back so that
they would be there for the evening clientele.

And that’s just a snippet of what Armen was like.
And I’'ve never met anyone like him. Like I say, he was
indefatigable. He had the most goodness, day in and day
out, in any individual I’d ever met. And we got a chip off
the o0ld block here, and we call him Kiko. So --

CHAIR FERRARO: Great.

MR. BAEDEKER: -- Kiko’s involved, one of the
partners in Glen Arden. And Glen Arden does ,double what
Lake Elsinore does. They do about $10 million a year, close
to the top minisatellite. So again, you can do the numbers

there, but it’s very significant for the industry.

CHAIR FERRARO: Any questions or comments from the
Board?

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: I’"11l make a comment, Mr.
Chairman. I recently went to The Derby Room and checked it
out and everything, and talked to the staff. 1It’s very
clean, very well-run. You do a great job, Kiko. And, you
know, the staff couldn’t have been nicer, showing me around.
I just happened to pop in there one day, and unannounced,

really. But you had a good crowd in there. And, you know,
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it’s obviously locals that are,

you know, frequenting the

So congratulations, you do

Do you want to --

I’"11] make a motion to

club. But great, it was terrific.
MR. SENNEDJIAN: Thank you.
COMMISSIONER ALFIERT:
a good job. So --
CHATIR FERRARO:
COMMISSIONER ALFIERT:
approve.

COMMISSIONER STERN:

COMMISSIONER DAVIS:

Stern seconds.

Davis seconds.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Davis?
COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Alfieri?
COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Gonzales?
VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Castellanos?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:

CHAIR FERRARO:

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT:

CHAIR FERRARO:

COMMISSIONER STERN:

CHAIR FERRARO:

Thanks a lot.

MR. BAEDEKER: Thank

Chairman votes yes.

Yes.

Commissioner Hudnut?

Yes.

Commissioner Stern?

Yes.

Good luck.

you.
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MR. SENNEDJIAN: Thank you.

CHAIR FERRARO: Number five is discussion and
action by the Board regarding distribution of race day
charity proceeds of the Los Angeles Turf Club II from its
2025 race meeting.

Go ahead, Eric.

MR. SINDLER: Thank you. Good morning, Eric
Sindler on behalf of Los Angeles Turf Club IT.

As the Chairman just noted, we are requesting
approval to distribute $14,836.88 to charities. Again, this
is just the statutory distributions. We have significant
charitable contributions. This is just a portion that law
requires the Board to approve.

CHATIR FERRARO: And it’s essentially the same,
it’s pretty much the same institutions that you’re giving to
as you have in the past; right?

MR. SINDLER: It is.

CHAIR FERRARO: Yeah, very little change.

Any questions for the Board?

Rita?

CHAIR FERRARO: Do we have a motion?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Motion.

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Approval. Hudnut.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Davis?

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Yes.
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CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Alfieri?

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Gonzales?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Castellanos?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Hudnut?

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Stern?

COMMISSIONER STERN: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: The Chairman votes yes.
Congratulations. Thank you very much.

MR. SINDLER: Thank you very much.

Let’s see, discussion and action by the Board
regarding proposed amendments of Board Rule 1481,
Occupational Licenses and Fees, Rule 1483, Application for a
License, Rule 1486, Terms of a License, and Rule 1487,
Addresses of Licensee.

Mr. Chaney, can you explain all this, please?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. As the Board might recall, you’ve seen this a few
different times. It’s amendment to several regulations
involving a whole licensure kind of overhaul that we’re
involved in.

And just the 30,000-foot view is that we
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consolidated categories to comply with Department of Justice
background check regulations, as did a bunch of state
departments in California. So we narrowed the license
categories, therefore had to reset the fees, and then also
created a new license application. I think it’s a lot
simpler and easier for stakeholders to use. And so this is
sort of -- we’ve had a lot of back and forth with OAL, and
this is the latest incarnation.

Happy to answer any questions. Don’t make them
too detailed or I’11 have to call my licensing person. But
it’s one of the pieces of a larger licensing overhaul that
we’ve been working on for some time.

CHAIR FERRARO: Does the Board have any questions?

Rita, no-?

Can we have a motion?

COMMISSIONER STERN: Stern. Motion to approve.

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Hudnut. Second.

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Davis. Second.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Stern?

COMMISSIONER STERN: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Hudnut?

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Castellanos?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Gonzales?
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VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Alfieri?

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Davis?

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: And the Chairman votes yes.

Okay, item number seven, discussion and action by
the Board regarding comments received during the comment
period for proposed amendments to CHRB Rules 1588 and 1878,
Maximum Age of a Horse May Race, or Work Out, respectively.

Mr. Chaney? And I think Dr. Blea has some
comments as well; is that right?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Yes, Mr. Chairman. As
the Board might recall, you originally passed the set of
regulations that apply to both racing and working out this
past summer. We did receive some public comment during the
45-day comment period. The Board entertained those comments
in January and tabled this discussion and possible action
until today.

The public comments centered around the fact that
mostly the maiden restriction was limiting opportunities for
owners and breeders in California. As the Board may recall,
we set the max age at 10 for racing and working out, and
then the max age for maidens at five.

As the Board also may recall, there was a split in
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the tracks that are currently running between Los Al, Santa
Anita, and Del Mar between setting it both at five and six.

We included the research and information that we
originally included in the summer, and then Dr. Blea and
CHRB staff did a little bit more research based on the Board
discussion and based on that, plus both Commissioner and
public feedback, we’re recommending that the max age be six.
Everything else would remain the same.

DR. BLEA: Commissioners, Dr. Jeff Blea, Equine
Medical Director.

regarding this rule change, first thing I did was
went into the backside of the racetracks and talked to
trainers. So I did an informal poll of about 10
thoroughbred trainers primarily, and all but one was in
unanimous support of allowing six-year-old maidens to race.
The one who was opposed was opposed because he felt it
diluted the racing product at Santa Anita. But all the
other trainers that I spoke to, like I said, about a dozen,
were in unanimous support of allowing six-year-old maidens
to race. We left the older horses alone and just focused on
the maiden age.

Looking through data from 2020 through currently,
today, there have been zero catastrophic musculoskeletal
injuries in six-year-old maidens. In that five-plus year

period, only two six-year-old maidens suffered fatalities.
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Both were related to sudden death episodes, one of which
actually turned six on January 1 when it had suffered a
sudden death, so bad timing. The second one was in December
of its six-year-old year and was about to turn seven.

Moving it from five to six allows and encourages
more rest periods without pressure on owners and trainers to
keep these horses in training, especially in light of our
effects of welfare and training and racing. It allows this
population to continue safely competing in California rather
than leaving the state. Currently, they typically have to
go to Arizona or other states to compete when their five-
year-old year ends on January 1 of their six-year-old year.

Inventory and participants are likely to be very
insignificant due to increased cost of training a six-year-
old maiden. However, there will be some who will be
afforded the opportunity if you pass this rule change.

And lastly, second to last, there’s a lack of
scientific data looking at age of maidens and how it
corresponds to catastrophic musculoskeletal injury. There'’s
a lot of data based on race, class, dirt, turf, but not very
much scientific data to indicate an age where it’s five
versus six versus seven. So in the literature that I
provided in your staff report, it indicates that six-year-
0ld maidens would be safe to race from a musculoskeletal

standpoint.
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And lastly, I will assure you that six-year-old
maidens, if this is approved, will receive increased
scrutiny by the California governor’s mandated panel after
entry.

If you have any other questions, I'm happy to
answer them.

CHAIR FERRARO: Questions from the Board?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Did you say receive?

DR. BLEA: On the governor’s panel, any horse
that’s nine years old or older receives increased scrutiny.

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Yeah.

DR. BLEA: If this passes, a six-year-old maiden
will also receive heightened scrutiny --

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: I see.

DR. BLEA: -- from the governor’s panel, the
review panel.

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Thank you.

CHAIR FERRARO: Can we have a motion.

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: So moved. So moved.

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Davis seconds.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Stern?

COMMISSIONER STERN: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Hudnut?

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Castellanos?
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COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Gonzales?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Alfieri?

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Davis?

CHAIR FERRARO: And the Chairman votes yes.

Number eight is discussion and action by the Board
regarding the proposed amendment of Rule 1843.2,
Classification of Drug Substances, to up-to-date -- to
update the Alphabetical Substances List to align with the
Association of Racing Commissioners International, ARCI,
Uniform Classification for Foreign Substances.

Mr. Chaney?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Sure. As the Board
knows, we base our medication and drug classification on the
ARCI model, and what flows from that are penalty guidelines.

Obviously, ARCI, based on RMTC recommendation, changes
those guidelines from time to time, adding drugs and
medications, subtracting, or even changing the category. So
we cannot legally, automatically, just mirror those changes.
It has to be a change in our regulation based on the Board.

We haven’t done this in some time, but there have
been a few changes, and so recommending updating that

categorization now. If you have specific questions about
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medications, Dr. Blea is probably in a better position to
answer than I am.

I should point out to the Board that we do depart
from the ARCI classification system on a few medications,
mostly where we occasionally choose to be stricter. Cobalt
comes to mind with respect to a medication that we treat in
that way. So it’s presented to the Board for passage.

CHAIR FERRARO: Comments or questions from the
Board?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Oh, yeah, I got a quick
question here.

Scott, is there any outstanding cases or
complaints related to any of the medications that are going
to be part of this? I just, I bring that up, because I know
several years ago we had the CDB issue that was kind of
quietly slipped in there that kind of caught my attention.
So I just want to make sure that nothing is being --

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Right.

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: -— slipped in like the last
time.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Not that I know of. I
will note two things. You know, with the advent of HISA,
you know, the thoroughbred medication positives are governed
by, you know, the HISA guidelines. So this only applies to

Quarter Horses and Standardbreds at this point. The only
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one I can think of is maybe carmoterol, which is a Class 1
and not, therefore -- I mean, it’s not categorized, because
we didn’t have a test for a long time and is therefore
categorized as 1. 1Is carmoterol classified in this new
system? I guess that would be my gquestion.

DR. BLEA: Dr. Blea, Equine Medical Director.

Yes, it is. 1It’s classified as a 1 penalty A.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Oh.

DR. BLEA: Carmoterol was brought to the RMTC
Scientific Advisory Committee, as were several of these
other medications to review classifications. Those
recommendations went to ARCI, which is what you have in your
packet. That’s how it was reviewed. Other than --
carmoterol has since been classified as a one A in this
packet. Other than that, there are no other conflicts with
medications that we have cases pending with.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: So i1it’s a good
question, Vice Chairman Gonzales. So we’re prosecuting
currently under la and it’s being categorized as a la, so no
current conflict. And that’s because it doesn’t have any --
it’s not approved for human use, much less equine use;
right?

DR. BLEA: 1It’s not even approved for any use.

But prior to the categorization of la, it would have been a

default la, nonetheless.
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VICE CHAIR GONZALES: And can you remind the group
what a la, the penalty for that is? It’s pretty severe, so
I just --

DR. BLEA: Very severe. la is any drug that’s not
FDA approved and has absolutely no business in the horse.

An A penalty is the strictest, depending on what you’re
looking at, the erythropoietins or morphine-type drugs,
you’re looking at a significant penalty financially, as well
as time served.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: If memory serves
correctly, I think our penalty guidelines are a minimum 60-
day suspension and $5,000 fine, if I'm not mistaken. 1In
practical terms, it’s much longer than that.

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Thanks for the reminder on
that. Appreciate that.

CHAIR FERRARO: Any other comments from the Board?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Question. Scott, if
you could answer, or Dr. Blea, in regards to these
medications that are on this list, do they get changed
periodically as we discover how they, you know, how they
treat people -- I mean, not people, I'm sorry, treat the
horses?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Yeah, I mean, I can do
mechanically, and maybe you can follow up, Dr. Blea.

So obviously, ARCI, of which we’re a member and
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sit on the executive board, is the organization that creates
the list. They get all of their scientific information for
RMTC, which is their Scientific Advisory Committee and from
time to time update it based on both new tests and new
drugs, frankly.

Is that a fair assessment?

DR. BLEA: It is. And to your point, exactly
right, it’s based on new drugs. A lot of times, we will get
requests from industry stakeholders when there’s a new drug
that’s been discovered by the labs and that will go through
the process. Higenamine is one, for example. Different
ones in the last several years have come across that have
been reviewed and categorized.

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: So it could be, 1it’s
fair to say that it will change throughout the, you know --

DR. BLEA: It could change --

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: -- as it goes it
changes.

DR. BLEA: -- on an annual basis, yes.

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR FERRARO: Anyone else? No?

No public comments?

Can we have a motion?

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: So moved. Hudnut.

COMMISSIONER STERN: Stern. Second.
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CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Davis?

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Alfieri?

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Gonzales?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Castellanos?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Hudnut?

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Stern?

COMMISSIONER STERN: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: The Chairman votes yes.

Moving on, reports, Executive Director.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman, and again, good morning, Commissioners.

I will begin with the handle report for the month
of January. Day racing was down -- was up, I’'m sorry, 3
percent, night racing handle was down 17 percent, and total
handle was even as compared to January of 2026. For the
month of February, night racing was down 17 percent, day
racing was down 7 percent, and total handle down 9 percent
for February. Year to date, night racing was down 17
percent, day racing was down 2 percent, and total handle was

down 4 percent. As the Board probably recalls, there are a
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bunch of cancellations in both January and February due to
rain.

I have some personnel changes to highlight since
the last meeting. I’d like to welcome Amber Gill, who
started last week. Amber will be serving as an analyst for
Accounting and Business Services.

Next, I'd like to congratulate Vitto Racowschi,
who was named CHRB’s next Chief of Enforcement. He’s
actually sitting in the audience. I want to first thank
Hunter Bartholomew, who I think is also here, yeah, there
you go, who acted as CHRB Interim Chief for the better part
of a year. Being an interim is never easy, and Hunter did
the job with dedication and grace, and he has my thanks for
that.

Chief Racowschi has been an investigator at Los
Alamitos since 2021. Before that, he held various positions
in law enforcement, including deputy sheriff at the Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department and lieutenant at the

Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office.

Welcome aboard, Vitto. I look forward to working
with you.

Just one other note, I'm kind of freelancing here,
it’s not on my -- what I’'ve written down, but just want a

reminder to stakeholders, licensees, and so on, that with

Board meetings scheduled every two months, paying attention
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to deadlines is exceedingly important. We had a requester
to be on the agenda after we had noticed it this month. So
just be aware that with every two months, there’s less
flexibility in just sort of adding things to the agenda, and
so a little planning would go a long way and certainly would
be helpful to staff.

And that, Mr. Chairman, is my report.

CHAIR FERRARO: Thank you.

Any questions from the Board?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Mr. Chairman, I do have one
question for Scott.

Scott, there was a set of steward minutes that
caught my attention last week, and it was action taken
against a Northern California trainer who was unable to pay
his bill to vendors. And I really appreciate the steward’s
write-up and how they did it in describing the fact that
this particular trainer was not getting paid by, you know,
his owners. And I don’t want to give the trainer’s name.
But I do know that typically steward’s rulings can be very
black and white. You know, you make this infraction, you
don’t pay this, you’re put in that bucket.

But I just really would hope that as things really
start to materialize and flesh out as it relates to the true
impact of Northern California, that stewards, especially if

it involves a trainer in coordination, perhaps, with the
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California Thoroughbred Trainers, and if necessary, bringing
it to our level, because I just don’t think that a trainer
should have his license removed, access to the backstretch,
just because Northern California racing does no longer
exist.

So I don’t know if you read that particular
action, but I just really would like to show some
understanding. I did share it with Mr. Alfieri,
Commissioner Alfieri, Jjust so he can get a sense of the
impact that I think for the first time made a set of
stewards’ minutes.

So I don’t know if you want to react to that, but
I just really feel we need to be a little bit more
understanding and perhaps empathetic to what’s going on.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Yeah, I don’t know the
specific case about which you’re speaking, but I'11
certainly talk to Chief McHargue, who’s also in the
audience. And I think this will be an issue probably coming
up more than it has in the past.

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Right.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: Because oftentimes
when a race to meet, and you see it in Southern California,
owners, trainers, vendors, and so on will kind of let that
slide for a while because there’s ongoing.

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Right.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: But with the cessation
of racing in Northern California, I think folks are looking
for, you know --

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Right.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: -- to get paid, and so
I think it’s probably not an issue that’s going to go away.
So I"11 talk to Chief McHargue about it.

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Sure thing. And I did
forward it to Mr. Balch, and thank you for being here as
always, Alan, just so that the trainers get an idea. And by
the way, this particular trainer was one of the top three
Northern Cal, and now he’s just completely financially
ruined. So I think it just caught my attention, and I’'m now
elevating this because if it’s got to come before here, I'm
willing to do whatever I can to help, at least give the guy
some access so he can get back on his feet if that’s the
route he wants to go.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: And for complete
transparency, like a suspension in California has, you know,
a greater effect, obviously --

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yes, it does.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: -- 1f you’re suspended
in California --

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Right.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: -- or if you’re
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suspended in other states as well.

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Precisely.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: So it’s not just, I
mean, Jjust mechanically --

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: You’re right.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: -- it can be quite
onerous.

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yeah, but thanks for keeping
the steward minutes coming. They’re important. I look at

them. So stewards out there, keep doing what you’re doing.
And then, you know, Chief, you have a really good team
that’s on top of this stuff, and how they write things out,
you know, so thank you.

CHATIR FERRARO: Any other comments?

Rita, do we have any comments, public comments?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: I think just Dr. Blea.

CHAIR FERRARO: Well, we're —-

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: He gets a chance.

CHAIR FERRARO: Well, I'm giving up on it.

No, go ahead, Jeff.

DR. BLEA: Good morning, Chairman Ferraro, Vice
Chairman Gonzales, Commissioners, and Executive Director,
Mr. Chaney.

Before I start, I meant to give a shout-out to

staff member Brooke Tuchman, if I pronounced that wrong, and
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I apologize, for all the work she did on the ARCI packet and
the proposal. That was a lot of work, so -- and there’s a
lot of small print that she was able to decipher for me, so
I wanted to recognize her.

The first thing I’'d like to bring your attention
to today is the ongoing vesicular stomatitis virus situation
currently taking place in Arizona. As of last week, they
continue to find new cases in new counties in Arizona.

As such, the California Department of Food and Ag
has informed us that the current requirement here in
California for any horses coming to or returning to
California from Arizona is that within seven days of travel,
they must have a certificate of veterinary inspection
examination and a VSV statement on that CVI reflecting the
VSV status to travel into California. We certainly want to
keep it contained in Arizona. The requirements were shared
with horsemen and can be shared and can be found on the CDFA
VSV page.

As a reminder, vesicular stomatitis virus is an
insect-borne arbovirus predominantly transmitted by black
flies, sand flies, and biting midges, and is highly
contagious among susceptible species, as well as potentially
zoonotic. The susceptible species includes cattle and
equine.

This past couple days, I recently attended the
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RMTC Regulatory Vet Continuing Education Meeting hosted by
Los Alamitos. It was a two-day event with 60 regulatory
vets registered and included multiple presentations and
several hands-on wet labs. Topics included unsanctioned
racing and the risk to regulated racing, wearable technology
updates, advancing safety and welfare in horse racing from
an international perspective, mortality reviews and how to
utilize the diagnostic laboratory as a valuable resource,
and cardiac workup and considerations for the collapsed
horse, to mention a few.

Moving on, from information gleaned in the Los
Alamitos Safety Meeting, which by the way are occurring on a
regular basis at this time, Mr. Chaney requested the ARCI
set up a call with State Racing Commission leadership from
the Quarter Horse states to discuss recent joint injection
changes for Quarter Horse racing in California and possibly
align these rules amongst Western states in particular.

This gathering triggered a meeting suggested by
Vice Chairman Gonzales of the CHRB for a high-level
discussion with various Quarter Horse State Racing
Commission members and executive directors to discuss the
cultural change that everyone agrees must occur if
professional Quarter Horse racing is to reduce the rate of
catastrophic injuries that is plaguing the sport.

The meeting, Joint Injections, Breakdowns, and
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Possible Remedies in Quarter Horse Racing, was held
yesterday and attended by Vice Chairman Gonzales and myself.
It was difficult to read the room, especially on the Zoom
screen. However, I believe we clearly shared our concerns
and solutions to improve horse welfare and facilitate a

cultural change in Quarter Horse racing.

Moving on to fatalities, in the month of January,
there were six musculoskeletal fatalities; three occurred in
racing, two occurred in training, and one was a result of a
stall incident. 1In February, there were three
musculoskeletal fatalities; two occurred in racing and one
in training. There were zero, and I repeat, zero non-
musculoskeletal fatalities in the month of January or
February.

In CHRB testing at the Maddy Lab in January, 77
paired blood and urine samples, 4 blood-only samples and 1
hair sample underwent routine post-race testing. Moreover,
111 post-race samples underwent supplementary analysis for
anabolic steroids, EPO, or cobalt. Six out-of-comp blood,
hair and urine samples were also submitted for routine
testing, including EPO. Five official vet lists or bloods
were also tested and there were no adverse analytical
findings in CHRB testing in January.

In CHRB testing at the Maddy Lab in February, 78

paired blood and urine samples, 1 blood-only sample and 1
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hair sample underwent routine post-race testing. Moreover,
109 post-race samples underwent supplementary analysis for
anabolic steroids, EPO, or cobalt. Twenty-five out-of-
competition blood, hair or urine samples were submitted for
routine testing, including EPO. Six official work bloods
were also tested and again, there were no adverse analytical
findings in CHRB testing in the month of February.

This concludes my report and I’'m happy to answer
any questions.

CHAIR FERRARO: Questions or comments?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Just a quick comment on the meeting that Dr. Blea and I were
part of and previous meetings that Chairman Ferraro and
Scott participated with some of the other jurisdictions, I
mean, you know, anywhere from eight to 10 states.

I just want to commend you, Dr. Blea, for really
being prepared, presenting the measures that we took in the
aftermath of the Los Alamitos situation. And what really
stood out, in my opinion, was how Ed from ARCI recognized
the leadership of Los Alamitos for really instituting a
house rule, because we knew that if we wanted to do anything
on the rule-making, it would have just taken forever.

And I believe that there’s interest. The
statistics that you shared were very profound. And our

offer to assist really came from Los Alamitos leadership
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communicating to us that they can’t be an island as it
relates to how joint injections are handled at Los Alamitos.
But I think that what we have done with horses that are
coming into an enclosure that we have jurisdiction over is
to institute some important parameters.

But I was able to read the room, Dr. Blea, and I
know there was a lot of interest. And hopefully that our
offer to them, whether it’s Commission, smaller-scale
discussions, or even with the racetracks themselves, want to
take us up on our offer to provide any of the data or
statistics.

But I just really also want to say to the Chairman
and to Scott, the multiple meetings that came about from the
Los Alamitos situation really, I believe, put up some
important guardrails. And now we feel that we have
something that we can share with some of the other states.
Nobody asks us to do this. Nobody tells us. This is just
good horsemanship and good leadership.

So, Dr. Blea, A-plus work on your part and just
keep it going. Really, we’re very fortunate to have you,
sir. Thank you.

CHAIR FERRARO: Thank you, Oscar.

Any other comments from the Board?

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Was that house rule, was it

Los Alamitos that actually came --
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VICE CHAIR GONZALES: It was.

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: -- their leadership came up
with it?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: That’s correct.

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Otherwise, it wasn’t our
suggestion?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: It may very well be some of
these rules could very well be instituted --

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: That’s great.

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: -- you know?

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: No, that’s great.

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: But I think what Los Al did,

they heard this Board loud and clear and they got right to

work.

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Perfect.

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: And it did take some
adjustment. There may be some connections that choose not

to come to California as a result, but because of, you know,
what Los Alamitos does in terms of its investment in purses,
hospitality, welcoming, we think that that is not going to
be a barrier.

I don’'t know if you want to, you know, address
what Commissioner Alfieri said, or is asking.

DR. BLEA: It’s a big sea change in that industry.

And the horsemen and management of Los Alamitos have
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embraced 1it.

What was interesting, I think, in the meeting
yesterday was we laid it out for them, what we’re doing.
And, you know, I think a lot of those stakeholders are
sitting back wishing they could do this, and wanting to do
this, and maybe they will do this in time, but it’s a big
sea change.

And, you know, over the weekend, there was a major
race at Los Alamitos. And, you know, they were adhering to
the new rules and regs. And even including diagnostics.

And there was an example that diagnostics were used,

advanced diagnostics, and the horse was allowed to run. The
horse ran well. But they recognized that advanced
diagnostics are not a death sentence. It’s a means of

providing information so you can make good decisions --

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yeah.

DR. BLEA: -- for the welfare of the horse. So it
was nice to see that. It was a little bit of opening the
drapes and seeing the sunshine, quite frankly.

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Awesome.

DR. BLEA: So I was pretty pleased to see it.

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Yeah.

DR. BLEA: And again, the horsemen at Los Alamitos
have embraced this, and I’'ve got to give them a lot of

credit. ©Not only the trainers, but the veterinarians and
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management is monitoring this very astutely.

CHAIR FERRARO: Any other comments or questions?

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: I want to thank Dr. Blea for
your involvement. And I’'m very happy to hear about that,
and even happier to know that we didn’t receive any fatality
reports relating to this, so --

DR. BLEA: My goal is not to have to say anything
one of these days.

CHAIR FERRARO: Anybody else? No comments?

Can we have a motion to approve the staff reports
and Medical Director’s Report.

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Davis moves.

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Gonzales seconds.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Stern?

COMMISSIONER STERN: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Hudnut?

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Castellanos?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Gonzales?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Alfieri?

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Davis?

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Yes.
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CHAIR FERRARO: The Chairman votes yes.

Public comment period. Do we have anybody?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: I should point out to
the Board that there’s also written public comment in the
packet, so pointing that out to acknowledging that is
required by the law.

CHAIR FERRARO: Nothing? Okay.

So we have a closed session coming up; right?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: We do.

CHAIR FERRARO: So I have to ask everyone to
leave, please. It’s not —--

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: We actually have a
room we can retire to, Mr. Chairman. So we don’t have to
have anybody leave unless we want to kick them out.

CHAIR FERRARO: Well, whatever works. They don’t
want to hang around here anyway. So we have the closed
session. Then we’ll -- the only thing, we’ll go back to
adjourn the meeting.

(The Board convened closed session from 10:15 a.m.
until 10:33 a.m.)

CHATIR FERRARO: Can I have a motion to adjourn,
please?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Castellanos. Motion.

COMMISSIONER STERN: Stern motions.

COURT REPORTER: Not yet.
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CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Stern?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Wait, wait, wait. She
said not yet.

CHAIR FERRARO: No, she told me to go ahead.

Okay, can we have a motion to adjourn?

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Motion. Castellanos.

COMMISSIONER STERN: Stern. Second.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Stern?

COMMISSIONER STERN: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Hudnut?

COMMISSIONER HUDNUT: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Gonzales?

VICE CHAIR GONZALES: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Alfieri?

COMMISSIONER ALFIERI: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Davis?

COMMISSIONER DAVIS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: The Chair votes yes.

COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS: Yes.

CHAIR FERRARO: Commissioner Castellanos, did I
skip you?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: You did.

CHAIR FERRARO: How did I manage to do that?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHANEY: He’s invisible. I

mean, he’s --
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(The Board adjourned at 10:33 a.m.)
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I do hereby certify that the
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disinterested person, and was under my
supervision thereafter transcribed into

typewriting.
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counsel or attorney for either or any of the
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in the outcome of the cause named in said
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