STATE OF CALIFORNIA GAVIN NEWSOM, GOVERNOR

CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD

Memorandum

Date : February 25, 2020
To . ALL VETERINARIANS AND TRAINERS
From : Rick M. Arthur, DVM, Equine Medical Director

Subject : FLUPHENAZINE WARNING

Fluphanzine is an antipsychotic medication classified as a Class 2 drug with a penalty Class B by the CHRB
which is consistent with ARCI’s classifications. A recent fluphenazine violation at over ten (10) weeks post-
reported administration is the basis for this warning. Fluphenazine is a long-acting drug with pharmacological
activity lasting weeks and in some cases months in both horses and humans. The drug is also detectable for
extended periods and can show considerable variation between subjects'?and for the same individual as
illustrated in the figure below.?
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Figure 2. A plot of serum concentration of fluphenazine vs. time since administration of fluphenazine decanoate (62.5 ma. i.m.) for three study horses

The administration of fluphenazine to horses anywhere near racing presents a risk of a violation and
should be avoided. Due to the unpredictability of this drug, pre-entry testing is unlikely to provide any
assurances the horse will not positive even if clear on a pre-entry test.
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