
 CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
TITLE 4.  CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE 15.  VETERINARY PRACTICES 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF 

RULE 1858. TEST SAMPLE REQUIRED. 
 

1858.  Test Sample Required.  

(a) Blood and urine test samples shall be taken daily from the winner of every race, from 

horses finishing second and third in any stakes race with a gross purse of $75,000 or more, and 

from not less than six other horses designated for testing by the Equine Medical Director, the 

stewards or the official veterinarian.   

(b) The Board may at any time on any date take official blood, urine or other biological 

samples, in accordance with Rules 1859 and 1859.1, from a horse to enhance the ability of the 

Board to enforce its medication and anti-doping rules. 

(bc) Every horse within the inclosure, every horse registered to race at an inclosure, every 

horse under the care or control of a licensed trainer, or owned by a licensed owner, or nominated, 

pre-entered or entered in any race that will be held within a licensed inclosure is subject to pre-

race, post-race, and out-of-competition testing by the Board. and nNo owner, trainer or other 

person having the care of a horse shall refuse to submit it for testing when directed by the Equine 

Medical Director, the Executive Director, the stewards or the official veterinarian.  

(1) For the purposes of this regulation, a horse is “registered to race at an inclosure” when 

the horse’s registration papers are on file with a racing association under the jurisdiction of the 

Board,. and/or the horse has raced at a licensed inclosure within the previous twelve (12) months. 

(2) A horse is “out-of-competition” when it is not entered in a race as defined in this Article. 

This regulation does not permit out-of-competition testing outside of a licensed inclosure on 

weanlings, yearlings, or any horse proven to be no longer engaged in horse racing unless such 



horse is entered in a horse sale authorized by the Board pursuant to Rule 1807. For purposes of 

this regulation, the following criteria may be used to prove that a horse is no longer engaged in 

horse racing:  

(i)  it is registered as retired with one of the breed registry organizations identified in Rule 

1402; 

(ii) it is not a breed of horse that races in California; 

(iii) it becomes breeding stock; 

(iv) it has suffered an injury, or been subject to a procedure, that renders the horse 

permanently unfit to participate in a race as determined by the Official Veterinarian or Equine 

Medical Director; or 

(v) any other evidence is provided that proves the horse will no longer engage in racing in 

California as decided by the Equine Medical Director, the Executive Director, the stewards, or the 

official veterinarian.    

(3) Persons who apply for and are granted a trainer or owner license shall be deemed to 

have given their consent, as a condition of licensure, for the Board and its representatives to access 

any location, whether inside or outside of a licensed inclosure, where a horse eligible for testing 

may be found for the purpose of collecting official out-of-competition test samples. Such consent, 

however, does not permit the Board or its representatives to search the premises when collecting 

a test sample from a horse not within a licensed inclosure. Licensees shall take any steps necessary 

to authorize access by Board representatives to any location where a horse eligible for testing is 

present, and no person shall knowingly interfere with or obstruct the collection of an official test 

sample.  

 



Authority: Sections 19440, 19562 and 19580, 
Business and Professions Code. 

 
Reference: Section 19580(b), 

Business and Professions Code; and 
Sections 337f, 337g and 337h, 
Penal Code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
TITLE 4.  CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE 15.  VETERINARY PRACTICES 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF 

RULE 1859. TAKING, TESTING AND REPORTING OF SAMPLES. 
 

1859.  Taking, Testing and Reporting of Samples.  

(a) Urine, blood or other biological official test samples shall be taken under the direction 

of the official veterinarian, the Equine Medical Director or a person designated by the official 

veterinarian. All samples shall be taken in a detention area approved by the Board, unless it is an 

official out-of-competition test sample taken in accordance with Rule 1859.1, or the official 

veterinarian or the Equine Medical Director approves otherwise. The taking of any test sample 

shall be witnessed, confirmed or acknowledged by the owner or trainer of the horse being tested 

or his or her agent or employee, and may be witnessed by the owner, trainer or other person 

designated by them.  All official test samples shall be sent to the official laboratory approved and 

designated by the Board, in such manner as the Board may direct. All required samples shall be in 

the custody of the official veterinarian, his or her assistants or other persons approved by the 

official veterinarian, from the time they are taken until they are delivered to the custody of the 

official laboratory.  

(b) The Executive Director and the Equine Medical Director shall immediately be notified 

by the official laboratory of each finding that an official test sample contains a prohibited drug 

substance, as defined in this article. The official laboratory shall further provide all information 

and data on which the finding is based to the Equine Medical Director, and shall transmit its official 

report of the finding to the Executive Director within five working days after the initial notification 

is made.  

(c) The Board has the authority to direct the official laboratory to retain and preserve by 

freezing samples for future analysis.  



(d) The fact that purse money has been distributed prior to the issuance of a laboratory 

report shall not be deemed a finding that no drug substance prohibited by this article has been 

administered, in violation of these rules, to the horse earning such purse money.  

 

Authority: Sections 19420, 19440, 19562 and 19577, 
Business and Professions Code. 

 
Reference: Sections 19401, 19440 and 19577, 

Business and Professions Code.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
TITLE 4.  CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE 15.  VETERINARY PRACTICES 
PROPOSED ADDITION OF 

RULE 1859.1. OUT-OF-COMPETITION TESTING PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS. 
 

1859.1. Out-of-Competition Testing Procedures and Requirements 

(a) Official out-of-competition test samples shall be collected under the supervision and 

direction of the official veterinarian, the Equine Medical Director, or a person designated by the 

official veterinarian or Equine Medical Director. All blood samples shall be collected by a 

veterinarian licensed by the Board, or by a veterinary technician licensed by the Board who is 

acting under the supervision of the official veterinarian or Equine Medical Director. 

(b) Upon request of the Equine Medical Director, the Executive Director, the stewards or 

the official veterinarian, the trainer, owner, or their specified designee shall disclose the location 

of their horses eligible for out-of-competition testing as described in Rule 1858. 

(c) The Board need not provide advance notice to the trainer or owner before arriving at 

any location, whether or not the location is within a licensed inclosure, to collect official out-of-

competition test samples. However, if the trainer, owner, or their specified designee requests that 

the sample be collected in an alternative location, the Board may, in its sole discretion, collect the 

sample at an alternative time and location designated by the Board. 

(d) The trainer, owner, or their specified designee shall cooperate with the person who 

collects official out-of-competition test samples on behalf of the Board, which shall include 

without limitation: 

(1) Assisting in the immediate location and identification of the horse; 

(2) Making the horse available as soon as practical upon arrival of the person who is 

responsible for collecting the samples;  



(3) Providing a stall or other safe location to collect the samples;  

(4) Assisting the person who is collecting samples in controlling the horse; and 

(5) Witnessing the taking of samples, including sealing of sample collection containers.  

(e) The management and employees of a licensed racetrack or training facility where a 

horse is located shall cooperate fully with any person collecting official out-of-competition test 

samples on behalf of the Board.  The person who collects samples for the Board may require that 

the collection be done at a specified location on such premises. 

 (f) The Board may arrange to have test samples collected from a horse that is physically 

located outside of California, but otherwise subject to out-of-competition testing pursuant to Rule 

1858. Such test samples may be collected by the racing commission or racing authority that 

regulates the jurisdiction in which the horse is physically located, or by any other person that the 

Board designates. Such racing commission or other designated person shall follow the collection 

procedures described in this regulation in order for the sample to be designated an official out-of-

competition test sample, except they are not required to comply with the CHRB license and 

identification requirements described in subsections (a) and (g).   

(1) The test results of an official out-of-competition test sample collected outside of 

California may be made available, at the discretion of the Board, to each racing commission that 

participates in the process of collecting the sample. 

(2) The Board, if requested and in its sole discretion, may permit the trainer, owner or their 

designee to transport their horse into California for out-of-competition testing at a time and place 

designated by the Board instead of having the horse tested outside of California. 

(g) The person who collects official out-of-competition test samples for the Board shall, at 

the time of sample collection, provide their CHRB identification and disclose to the owner and/or 



trainer of the horse that the purpose of the sampling is for out-of-competition testing.   

 (h) If the trainer or any other person having care and custody of a horse selected for out-

of-competition testing refuses or declines to make the horse available for test sample collection, 

the Board shall attempt to notify the owner and give them the opportunity to make the horse 

available for immediate testing.   

(i) All available records demonstrating the chain of custody for an official out-of-

competition test sample shall be made available to the trainer, owner, or their designee, at their 

request, when a complaint results from an out-of-competition test. 

 (j) Any licensee who willfully fails to make a horse available for out-of-competition 

testing, or commits other willfully deceptive acts in connection with out-of-competition testing, or 

causes interference or obstruction to the sampling process, shall receive a minimum penalty of a 

one-year license suspension. 

(k) A horse that is not made available for out-of-competition testing when requested by the 

Board in accordance with this regulation shall be placed on the Steward’s List for a minimum of 

180 days. If the trainer, owner, or their designee refuses to submit their horse for out-of-

competition testing based on their assertion that the horse is no longer engaged in horse racing 

activities, the horse shall be placed on the Steward’s List for a minimum of 180 days.  

 

Authority: Sections 19420, 19440, 19562, and 19580, 
Business and Professions Code. 

 
Reference: Sections 19401, 19440, 19580, and 19583, 

Business and Professions Code.  
 
 
 
 
 



CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
TITLE 4.  CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE 15.  VETERINARY PRACTICES 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF 

RULE 1859.25. SPLIT SAMPLE TESTING. 
 

1859.25. Split Sample Testing. 

(a) In addition to the blood, and urine, and other biological official test samples transmitted 

to the official laboratory for testing as provided in Rules 1859 and 1859.1 of this Article, the Board 

shall maintain a portion of the official test sample for each horse tested if sufficient sample is 

available after the official test samples are taken. That portion shall be designated the split sample.  

The Board makes no guarantee as to the amount of sample which will be available for the split 

sample.  All samples taken by representatives of the Board are under the jurisdiction of and shall 

remain the property of the Board at all times.  The Board shall ensure the security and storage of 

the split sample. 

(b) When the Executive Director or the Executive Director's designee is notified of a 

finding by the official laboratory that a test sample from a horse participating in any race contained 

a prohibited drug substance as defined in this Article, the Executive Director, after consulting with 

the Equine Medical Director or the Equine Medical Director's designee as to the presence of the 

prohibited drug substance shall notify a Supervising Investigator.  The owner and the trainer shall 

be confidentially notified of the finding by a Supervising Investigator or his/her designee and the 

owner and trainer shall each have 72 hours from the date he or she is notified to request that the 

split sample of the official test sample that was found to contain the prohibited drug substance(s) 

be tested by an independent Board-approved laboratory. 

(c) If the owner or trainer wishes to have the split sample tested, he or she shall comply 

with the following procedures: 



(1) The request shall be made on CHRB-56, (Rev. 5/97), Request to Release Evidence, 

which is hereby incorporated by reference.  CHRB-56 shall be made available at all CHRB offices. 

(2) The owner or trainer requesting to have the split sample tested shall be responsible for 

all charges and costs incurred in transporting and testing the split sample.  By signing CHRB-56, 

the owner or trainer certifies he or she has made arrangements for payment to the designated 

Board-approved laboratory for laboratory testing services. 

(3) Verification of payment for costs incurred in transporting and testing the split sample 

must be received by the CHRB within five (5) working days from the CHRB receipt of CHRB-56.  

If such verification of payment is not received, the split sample will not be released or shipped to 

the Board-approved laboratory designated by the owner or trainer to test the split sample and the 

owner and trainer will have relinquished his/her right to have the split sample tested.  If a complaint 

issues, the only test results that will be considered will be the results from the Board's official 

laboratory. 

(d) Upon approval by the Executive Director or the Executive Director's designated 

representative of a valid request on CHRB-56, CHRB-29 (Rev. 5/97), Authorization to Release 

Split Sample Urine Evidence, or CHRB-29A (Rev. 5/97), Authorization to Release Split Sample 

Blood Evidence, which are hereby incorporated by reference, shall be completed and the Board 

shall ensure that the split sample is sent to the designated laboratory for testing. 

(1) If the findings by the independent Board-approved laboratory fail to confirm the 

findings of the prohibited drug substance as reported by the official laboratory, it shall be presumed 

that the prohibited drug substance was not present in the official sample. 

(2) If the findings by the independent Board-approved laboratory confirm the findings of 

the prohibited drug substance as reported by the official laboratory, the Executive Director shall 



report these findings to the Board within 24 hours after receiving confirmation of the prohibited 

drug substance in the split sample. 

(e) If the owner or trainer fails to request the testing of the split sample in accordance with 

the procedures specified in this rule, they shall be deemed to have waived their rights to have the 

split sample tested. 

(f) Results of the official test sample and the split sample shall be, and shall remain, 

confidential and shall be provided only to the Executive Director or the Executive Director's 

designee, the Board, the Equine Medical Director or the Equine Medical Director's designee, and 

to the owner and trainer, unless or until the Board files an official complaint or accusation. 

Authority: Sections 19420, 19440 and 19577, 
Business and Professions Code. 

 
Reference: Sections 19420, 19440 and 19577, 

Business and Professions Code; and 
Section 603, Evidence Code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
TITLE 4.  CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE 15.  VETERINARY PRACTICES 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF 

RULE 1867. PROHIBITED VETERINARY PRACTICES. 
 

1867.  Prohibited Veterinary Practices. 

For purposes of this division, prohibited veterinary practices means:  

(a) The possession and/or use on the premises of a facility under the jurisdiction of the 

Board of any drug, substance, doping agent, or medication specified below for which a recognized 

analytical method has not been developed to detect and confirm its administration; or the use of 

which may endanger the health and welfare of the horse, or the safety of the rider or driver, or alter 

equine performance.   

(1) Erythropoietin (EPO) and analogs;  

(2) Darbepoietin and analogs; 

(3) Venoms or derivatives thereofSnake venom;  

(4) Snail venom; 

(45) Growth hormone and analogs, except platelet rich plasma and autologous conditioned 

plasma are permitted provided such treatment is pursuant to a valid veterinary prescription made 

in accordance with all rules and regulations in this division, and the treatment is reported to the 

Official Veterinarian on form CHRB-60 (Rev. 7/15) (Trainer Medication Report), regardless of 

whether or not the horse is treated within or outside of a licensed inclosure;   

(56) Ractopamine and ractopamine metabolites or analogs;, 

(67) Zilpaterol and zilpaterol metabolites or analogs; 

(7) Aminoimidazole carboxamide ribonucleotide (AICAR); 

(8) Hemopure; 



(9) Myo-Inositol Trispyprophosphate (ITPP); 

(10) Oxyglobin; 

(11) Thymosin beta; 

(b) The possession and/or use on the premises of a facility under the jurisdiction of the 

Board of any drug, substance or medication that has not been approved by the United States Food 

and Drug Administration (FDA) for use in the United States. 

(c) The presence of any drug, substance or medication described in subsections (a)(1) 

through (a)(513), and subsection (b) of this regulation in any test sample obtained consistent with 

Rules 1858, 1859, 1859.1, and 1859.25 of this article, and the provisions of this article, shall apply 

to such sample in the same manner as if the horse were entered to race (See Title 4, California 

Code of Regulations, section 1843.3).  The Board may grant an exception to this subsection if the 

person or persons seeking the exemption submits written documentation that demonstrates an FDA 

exemption has been obtained pursuant to Guide 1240.3025 of the FDA Center for Veterinary 

Medicine (CVM) Program Policy and Procedures Manual, which is hereby incorporated by 

reference. Guide 1240.3025 of the FDA CVM Program Policy and Procedures Manual may be 

obtained at the California Horse Racing Board’s headquarters office.  

 

Authority: Sections 19440, 19562, 19580, and 19582, 
Business and Professions Code. 

 
Reference: Sections 19580, 19581, and 19582, 

Business and Professions Code.  
 

 

  

 
 



CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
TITLE 4.  CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE 15.  VETERINARY PRACTICES 
PROPOSED ADDITION OF 

RULE 1869. PROHIBITED DRUG SUBSTANCES IN OUT-OF-COMPETITION TESTING. 
 

1869. Prohibited Drug Substances in Out-of-Competition Testing 

 (a) In addition to those drugs, substances, doping agents, and medications described in Rule 

1867(a), the following substances are prohibited from being present in any official out-of-

competition test sample collected in accordance with Rules 1859, 1859.1, and 1859.25: 

 (1) Anabolic androgenic steroids and their metabolites and isomers, except naturally 

occurring endogenous anabolic steroids as authorized in Rule 1844; 

 (A) Notwithstanding the foregoing, anabolic androgenic steroids may be used in a horse 

that is out-of-competition, provided that: 

(i) The anabolic agent has been approved by the United States Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) for use in the United States; 

(ii) The administration is pursuant to a valid veterinary prescription, and both the 

administration and prescription are carried out in accordance with all rules and regulations in this 

division; 

(iii) The administration is reported to an Official Veterinarian within seventy-two (72) 

hours by the trainer or owner on form CHRB-60 (Rev. 7/15) (Trainer Medication Report), which 

is hereby incorporated by reference, regardless of whether or not the horse is treated within or 

outside of a licensed inclosure;   

(iv) The horse remains on the Veterinarian’s List for a minimum of six months following 

the administration of the anabolic androgenic steroids, and shall be removed from the list only 

after the horse demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the official veterinarian or the racing 



veterinarian, that it is raceably sound and in fit physical condition to exert its best effort in a race 

by performing satisfactorily in a workout or qualifying race. Additionally, a blood, urine and/or 

other biological test sample taken after such workout or qualifying race shall be free of all 

prohibited substances described in Rule 1843 before the horse can be removed from the 

Veterinarian’s List. 

(2) The following anabolic agents: selective androgen receptor modulators, tibolone, and 

zeranol;  

 (3) Erythropoietin-Receptor agonists; 

 (4) Hypoxia-inducible factor stabilizers, except out-of-competition blood samples may 

contain cobalt in an amount that does not exceed 50 nanograms per milliliter; 

 (5) Chorionic Gonadotropin and Luteinizing Hormone and their releasing factors; 

 (6) Corticotrophins and their releasing factors;   

(A) Notwithstanding the foregoing, adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH) may be used in 

a horse that is out-of-competition, provided that: 

 (i) The substance has been approved by the FDA for use in the United States; 

 (ii) The administration is pursuant to a valid veterinary prescription, and both the 

administration and prescription are carried out in accordance with all rules and regulations in this 

division; 

(iii) The administration is reported to an Official Veterinarian within seventy-two (72) 

hours by the trainer or owner on form CHRB-60 (Rev. 7/15) (Trainer Medication Report), 

regardless of whether or not the horse is treated within or outside of a licensed inclosure.   

 (7) Beta-2 agonists, including all optical isomers; 

(A) Notwithstanding the foregoing, clenbuterol and albuterol may be used in a horse that 



is out-of-competition, provided that the administration is pursuant to a valid veterinary 

prescription, and both the administration and prescription are carried out in accordance with all 

rules and regulations in this division. 

(8) The following aromatase inhibitors: aminoglutethimide, anastrozole, androsta-1,4,6-

triene-3,17-dione (androstatrienedione), 4-androstene-3,6,17 trione (6-oxo), exemestane, 

formestane, letrozole, testolactone; 

(9) The following selective estrogen receptor modulators: raloxifene, tamoxifen, 

toremifene; 

(10) The following anti-estrogenic substances: clomiphene, cyclofenil, fulvestrant; 

(11) The following agents modifying myostatin function(s): myostatin inhibitors; 

(12) The following metabolic modulators: activators of the AMP-activated protein kinase, 

Peroxisome Proliferator Activated Receptor δ (PPARδ) agonists, insulins, trimetazidine, 

Thyroxine, and thyroid modulators/hormones containing T4 (tetraiodothyronine/thyroxine), T3 

(triiodothyronine), or combinations thereof. 

(A) Notwithstanding the foregoing, Thyroxine (T4) shall not be considered a prohibited 

substance provided that such treatment is made pursuant to a valid veterinary prescription, and 

both the administration and prescription are carried out in accordance with all rules and regulations 

in this division. 

(B) Additionally, notwithstanding the foregoing, altrenogest shall not be considered a 

prohibited substance in fillies and mares, provided that such treatment is made pursuant to a valid 

veterinary prescription, and both the administration and prescription are carried out in accordance 

with all rules and regulations in this division.  

(13) The following diuretics and masking agents: desmopressin, furosemide , plasma 



expanders, probenecid, torsemide, acetazolamide, amiloride, bumetanide, canrenone, 

chlorthalidone, etacrynic acid, indapamide, metolazone, spironolactone, thiazides, triamterene, 

trichlormethiazide, vasopressin receptor antagonists, and vaptans.  

(A) Notwithstanding the foregoing, furosemide and trichlormethiazide may be used in a 

horse that is out-of-competition, provided that the administration is pursuant to a valid veterinary 

prescription, and both the administration and prescription are carried out in accordance with all 

rules and regulations in this division. 

(B) Additionally, notwithstanding the foregoing, the above diuretics may be administered 

in an emergency situation in order to safeguard the health of the horse, provided that such treatment 

is: 

(i) Made pursuant to a valid veterinary prescription, and both the administration and 

prescription are carried out in accordance with all rules and regulations in this division, and 

(ii) The administration is reported to the Official Veterinarian on either form CHRB-60 

(Rev. 7/15) (Trainer Medication Report) by the trainer, or on form CHRB-24 (Rev. 7/15) 

(Veterinarian Report), which is hereby incorporated by reference, by the treating veterinarian 

within twenty-four (24) hours. 

 (b) Therapeutic substances that are not otherwise prohibited pursuant to this regulation are 

permitted for use when a horse is out-of-competition, provided such substances have been 

approved by the FDA for use in the United States, and are prescribed and administered in 

accordance with all applicable federal and state laws and regulations, including all CHRB rules 

and regulations. 

(c) A finding by the official laboratory that an official out-of-competition test sample taken 

from a horse contains a drug substance or its metabolites or analogues which is prohibited under 



this regulation shall be prima facie evidence that the trainer and/or any other licensee responsible 

for the care of the horse has/have been negligent in the care of the horse and is prima facie evidence 

that the drug substance has been administered to the horse. In such an event, the trainer, owner, 

foreman in charge of the horse, groom, and/or any other person shown to have had the care or 

attendance of the horse may be fined, and/or have his/her license suspended or revoked.  

 (1) The trainer is the absolute insurer of and responsible for the condition of the horses 

under his/her care while such horses are physically located within a licensed inclosure, regardless 

of the acts of third parties, except as otherwise provided in this article. 

 (2) The owner of a horse that is not physically located within a licensed inclosure and is 

not under the care and custody of another person licensed by the Board shall be the absolute insurer 

of and responsible for the condition of the horse, regardless of the acts of third parties. 

 (3) The defenses described in Rule 1888 shall be available to any person charged with a 

violation of this regulation.  

(c) The Board, the board of stewards, the hearing officer, or the administrative law judge 

shall assess a penalty for violation of this section based upon the classifications and penalties set 

forth in Rules 1843.2 and 1843.3. 

(d) A race day prohibition or restriction of a substance under this Article is not applicable 

to an out-of-competition test unless otherwise stated. 

 

Authority: Sections 19420, 19440, 19562, and 19580, 
Business and Professions Code. 

 
Reference: Sections 19440, 19580 and 19583, 

Business and Professions Code.  
 


