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CONTRACTED RATES: 

$ 551.00: Per day/night  

Official Veterinarians are considered independent contractors and are reimbursed for malpractice insurance and 

health, dental, and life insurance premiums. 

  

DESCRIPTION OF DUTIES: 

The Official Veterinarian is responsible for the conduct of horses and their attendants in the receiving and detention 

barn; has authority and jurisdiction to supervise the practicing veterinarians; enforces the California Horse Racing 

Board's (CHRB) rules and regulations relating to veterinary practices; recommends discipline for the veterinarians 

who fail to comply with the rules and regulations and accepted veterinary practices; reports to the Board the names 

of all horses humanely destroyed or which otherwise expire at the meeting and the reasons therefore; maintains a list 

of all infirm horses on the grounds; and acts as the Board's veterinary advisor. In addition to the Official Veterinarian’s 

duties, independent contractors have also worked with racing associations conducting pre-race examinations under 

separate contract from the CHRB. 

 

SPECIAL PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS: 

Willingness to work irregular hours in various locations throughout the State; tact, keenness of observation; good 

memory for horse racing events, names, faces and incidents; ability to qualify for fiduciary bond; reputation for truth, 

honesty and integrity; and willingness to participate in training programs.  

 

DESIRABLE CHARACTERISTICS: 

Experience as a veterinarian in any recognized racing jurisdiction; completion of specialized courses in veterinary 

medicine racing management, racing law, administrative law, political science, administrative agency practices or 

other courses related to the racing industry; bilingual fluency in foreign languages; ability and willingness to perform 

pre-race equine examinations and obtain post-race equine body fluid specimens of blood and urine or other biological 

specimens; general knowledge and experience of veterinary practices used within a horse racing enclosure; and the 

knowledge of common drugs, their usage and effects on the race horses during racing and training.  

  

EXAMINATION INFORMATION: 

This examination will consist of a written examination and qualification appraisal interview. A minimum rating of 70% 

must be obtained on both the written examination and the qualification appraisal interview to be eligible for license as 

an Official Veterinarian. The Board reserves the right to offer a personal services contract for an Official Veterinarian 

to anyone scoring 70% or higher, for selected periods, at various locations, statewide.    

 

SCOPE OF THE EXAMINATION: 

Demonstrated Knowledge of: 

• Rules and regulations of the California Horse Racing Board and the California Horse Racing Law. 

• Rules of the Jockey Club, the United States Trotting Association, and the Uniform Rules of the Racing 

Commissioners, International.   

• The California Veterinary Practices Act, Health and Safety Code, Penal Code and Food and Agriculture Code 

provisions relating to veterinarians, veterinary practices, and equine care and examinations.   

• Principles of pari-mutuel wagering systems; and transmission and reception of data communications and 

audio-visual signals. 

• Practices and procedures of the horse racing industry relating to pre-race equine examinations, horse 

identification, post-race equine examinations, and collection and analysis of blood and urine specimens. 

• Principles and techniques of supervision. 

• Principles of the administrative hearings process.  

• Horse racing history and California horse breeding programs.  

 

 



OFFICIAL VETERINARIAN 
EXAMINATION BULLETIN  

Released: October 2, 2020 

                                  

Final Filing Date: October 16, 2020                CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD                     
                                                   www.chrb.ca.gov 

 
 

 

Demonstrated Ability to: 

• Analyze veterinary practices accurately and apply the provisions of the California Horse Racing Law, rules, or 

regulations to specific cases.   

• Formulate judgments in a consistent and impartial manner.  

• Supervise and direct others in the performance of required equine health care and examination duties. 

• Conduct hearings and interviews effectively. 

• Write and speak effectively. 

• Establish and maintain cooperative relations with representatives of racing organizations and associations.  

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMITTANCE TO THE EXAMINATION: 

All applicants must meet the requirements for this examination by the final filing date of October 16, 2020. 

 

The Board may admit to the Official Veterinarian examination any person who meets all of the following qualifications: 

1. Currently licensed to practice veterinary medicine in this state. 

2. Currently in good standing with the California Veterinary Medical Board. 

3. Current veterinary malpractice insurance (upon appointment). 

 

HOW TO APPLY: 

A completed, signed, and dated Standard State Application (Form 678) must be post marked, or hand delivered no 

later than the final filling date of October 16, 2020 to be considered for entry to the examination. Applications are 

available at all California Horse Racing Board locations and on the California Department of Human Resources 

website at https://jobs.ca.gov/pdf/std678.pdf.  

 

If you need an accommodation to take the examination, mark question number 10 on the first page of the Standard 

State Application (Form 678) appropriately. You will be contacted for specific arrangements. 

 

Applicants will be notified by letter/email regarding their application status. Accepted applicants are required to bring 

photo identification or two forms of signed identification to each phase of the examination. For questions regarding 

this examination please contact Sara Hostetter by phone (916) 263-6045, or by email sehostetter@chrb.ca.gov. 

 

Submit completed, signed, and dated application to: 
 

California Horse Racing Board 

Attn: Sara Hostetter 

1010 Hurley Way, Suite 300  

Sacramento, CA 95825 

 

EXAM DATE AND LOCATION: 

Accepted applicants should anticipate the written tests to take place on:  
 

Written Exam: November 3, 2020 at The California Horse Racing Board’s Headquarters Office, 1010 Hurley Way, 

Suite 300 Sacramento, CA 95825, and,  

November 4, 2020 at The Del Mar Racetrack, 2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd, Del Mar, CA 92014 

Applicants will have the opportunity to choose their written exam location between the two locations.   

 

Oral Exam: November 5, 2020 at The Del Mar Racetrack, or virtually, depending on applicant’s availability. 
 

 

The State of California is an equal opportunity employer to all, regardless of age, ancestry, color, disability (mental and physical), exercising the right to family care and medical 
leave, gender, gender expression, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, medical condition, military or veteran status, national origin, political affiliation, race 
religious creed, sex (includes pregnancy, childbirth, breastfeeding and related medical conditions), and sexual orientation. 
 

It is an objective of the State of California to achieve a drug-free state work place. Any applicant for state employment will be expected to behave in accordance with this objective 

because the use of illegal drugs is inconsistent with the law of the state, the rules governing civil service and the special trust placed in public servants. 
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