
STATE OF CALIFORNIA GAVIN NEWSOM, GOVERNOR 

 

BUSINESS, CONSUMER SERVICES, AND HOUSING AGENCY 
 

 

1010 Hurley Way, Suite 300 

Sacramento, CA 95825 

(916) 263-6000 

Fax (916) 263-6042 

 

www.chrb.ca.gov 

CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
 

Los Alamitos Race Course 

4961 E. Katella Avenue 

Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

 

Contact: Mike Marten 

(714) 240-1870 

MikeM@chrb.ca.gov 

 

 

CHRB NEWS RELEASE MARCH 28, 2020 
 

 

 

SUMMARY OF CHRB ACTIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 3-26-20 

The California Horse Racing Board conducted two separate meetings on Thursday, March 26, 

by teleconference. The public participated by dialing into the teleconference and/or listening 

through the audio webcast link on the CHRB website. Both meetings were chaired by Dr. 

Gregory Ferraro, joined for the first meeting by Vice Chair Oscar Gonzales and 

Commissioners Dennis Alfieri, Damascus Castellanos, Wendy Mitchell, and Alex Solis. 

Commissioner Mitchell did not participate in the second meeting.   

The audios of these two meetings are available on the CHRB Website (www.chrb.ca.gov) 

under the Webcast link. In brief, during the first, regular meeting: 

• Chairman Ferraro opened the meeting by welcoming Commissioner Castellanos to 

his initial meeting as a member of the Board. Governor Gavin Newsom appointed 

Commissioner Castellanos on March 10.  

• In two separate but related actions involving both emergency and permanent rules, 

the Board voted to re-establish the 48-hour restriction on the administration of 

medications or other substances to horses entered to race unless otherwise authorized 

by regulation. The change to the emergency regulation went into effect immediately, 

while the permanent rule was approved for 15-day public notice. 

• The Board approved a regulatory amendment prohibiting the administration of the 

anti-bleeder medication furosemide to 2-year-olds. The amendment also reduces by 

half the level that can be administered to horses permitted to race with furosemide. 

• The Board put over to the April 22 meeting further discussion of a regulatory 

amendment clarifying that racing veterinarians are under the direction of Official 

Veterinarians, allowing racing associations input, as requested by The Stronach 

Group. 

• The Board approved for public notice an amendment to the rule governing penalties 

that makes veterinarians and other licensees who violate shock wave therapy 

regulations subject to the same penalties as trainers. 

http://www.chrb.ca.gov/
http://www.selectstreaming.com/live/chrb/archives.php


 

 

• The Board approved a regulatory amendment requiring individuals to hold an 

assistant trainer’s license in good standing for one year as a qualification for a 

trainer’s license. 

• The Board approved a requirement for practicing veterinarians to use an electronic 

on-line form prescribed by the Board when submitting their required veterinarian 

reports to the Official Veterinarian. 

• The Board approved a regulatory amendment requiring trainers to maintain 

treatment records of all medications they administer to horses in their care at 

facilities within the CHRB’s jurisdiction. 

• The Board authorized the Del Mar Thoroughbred Club to distribute $90,839 in race 

day charity proceeds to nine beneficiaries and another $13,744 to four beneficiaries. 

• The Board designated the 2020 fair racing sessions in Pleasanton, Sacramento, 

Ferndale, and Fresno as a combined meet for pari-mutuel purposes. 

• The Board approved an industry agreement.to use a designated portion of Advance 

Deposit Wagering revenue that would ordinarily go to horsemen’s purses and 

racetrack commissions to be used to fund a California co-op marketing program. 

After the conclusion of the first, regular meeting, the Board reconvened the teleconference to 

hold a special meeting to address a single agenda item. The Board approved a change to the 

license application of Watch & Wager LLC, allowing harness racing at Cal Expo to switch 

race days from Fridays and Saturdays to Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
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