
 

 

Amendment to Rule 1581.1, Entries, and 
Rule 1597.5, Microchips Required for All Race Horses on Grounds 

Filed with the Secretary of State August 8, 2019 
Effective October 1, 2019 





CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
TITLE 4. CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE 6. ENTRIES AND DECLARATIONS 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF 

RULE 1581.1. ENTRIES 
 

1581.1. Entries.   

(a) No person shall enter or attempt to enter a horse for a race unless such entry is a bonafide entry 

made with the intention that such horse is to compete in the race for which entry is made.   

(1) No horse having been drawn for a post position for any race to be run shall be entered 

for any subsequent race, other than for a stakes race, until or unless excused by the stewards from 

the race in which drawn for valid reason or until the race in which it has drawn has been run.  

(2) No person shall attempt to enter or enter any horse for a race unless such person is 

authorized to do so in accordance with the rules.   

(3) Every horse drawn in for a post position in a race shall have a jockey or driver named 

to ride or to drive such horse before the draw is finalized and no jockey or driver shall be named 

to ride or to drive more than one such drawn horse in each race.  

(4) No horse shall be entered for a race that does not carry a microchip, or has not received 

a waiver from the stewards, in compliance with Rule 1597.5. 

  

Authority: Section 19440 and 19590, 
Business and Professions Code. 
 

Reference: Sections 19440 and 19562, 
Business and Professions Code.   

  
  
  
  
 



CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
TITLE 4. CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE 6. ENTRIES AND DECLARATIONS 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF 

RULE 1597.5. MICROCHIPS REQUIRED FOR ALL RACE HORSES ON GROUNDS 
 

  
1597.5. Microchips Required for All Race Horses on Grounds  

(a) All race horses (horse/horses) present within the inclosure of a licensed racing association, 

racing fair, or authorized training facility shall carry a microchip unless it is exempt under the provisions 

of this Rule. For purposes of this Division, a “microchip” is any International Organization for 

Standardization compliant (ISO 11784/11785) fifteen digit, 134.2-kHz, FDX-B passive transponder 

microchip. Microchips shall be ICAR (International Committee of Animal Recording) approved (9xx 

series) with an unshared manufacturer code.  

(1) The trainer and/or owner of a horse that comes into the inclosure of a licensed racing 

association, racing fair, or training facility without a microchip shall:If a horse without a microchip 

comes into the inclosure of a licensed racing association, racing fair, or authorized training facility, the 

trainer or owner of the horse shall:  

(A) Immediately notify the stable superintendent horse identifier that the horse does not carry a 

microchip;  

(B) Complete CHRB Form 236, Microchip Request (New 04/16), which is hereby incorporated 

by reference, and submit it to the horse identifier. Board of Stewards;  

(C) Post CHRB Form 235, Horse Not Microchipped (New 04/16), which is hereby incorporated 

by reference, on the individual stall that the horse is stabled in until the horse has successfully been 

implanted with a microchip;  

(D) Have the horse implanted with a microchip within 72 hours of arriving on the racing 



association, racing fair, or training facility grounds in accordance with subsection (a)(6);   

(2) If a horse has not received a microchip after 72 hours 7 days from the time it arrives at the 

inclosure, it shall be removed from the grounds of the racing association, racing fair, or authorized 

training facility unless a request for an extension is made in writing to the Board of Stewards by the 

horse’s owner or trainer and the request is granted.   

(3) A trainer or owner may apply to the Board of Stewards for a waiver from the microchip 

requirements in this Rule when shipping a horse in from another racing jurisdiction for the purpose of 

the horse’s participation in a single stakes race. The request for a waiver shall be made on CHRB Form 

237, Microchip Waiver Request (Revnew 04/1904/16), which is hereby incorporated by reference, and 

shall be submitted to the stewards when the horse is entered to race at least 24 hours before the horse is 

to arrive on the grounds. If a waiver is granted, the trainer shall post CHRB Form 235, Horse Not 

Microchipped (new 04/16), on the individual stall that the horse is stabled in until the horse is removed 

from the grounds of the racing association, racing fair, or training facility. All waivers will expire 72 

hours 7 days after the running of the race for which the waiver is granted.  No horse shall be granted 

more than one waiver per race meeting.  

(4) A horse that has not been implanted with a microchip, or has not been granted a waiver in 

accordance with subsection (a)(3), shall not be eligible to enter a race or participate start in a race.  

(5) The racing secretary shall not accept an entry to any race if it cannot be verified that the horse 

carries a microchip or has otherwise been granted a waiver in accordance with subsection (a)(3).  

 (65) Anytime a horse is implanted with an identifying microchip while in the inclosure of a 

licensed racing association, racing fair, or training facility, the following procedures shall be followed:  

(A)  The horse identifier Board of Stewards will assign the microchip number for each horse to 



be implanted.  

(B) The microchip shall be implanted by a Board-licensed veterinarian, registered veterinary 

technician, or other licensee who has been authorized by the official veterinarian and while under the 

supervision of the horse identifier and a steward. 

(C) The licensed owner of the horse shall be responsible for any veterinary service fees for 

implantation of the microchip. 

D) The horse identifier, in collaboration with the Board of Stewards, shall verify the individual 

microchip identification number assigned to the horse. The horse identifier Board of Stewards will 

record the individual horse microchip identification number with the racing secretary in a searchable 

electronic format that is subject to Board approval. Records of the microchip identification numbers 

shall be maintained by the racing secretary and in accordance with Rule 1597. 

(7) A horse that comes into the inclosure of a licensed racing association, racing fair, or 

authorized training facility, and carries a microchip but has not had its individual microchip 

identification number recorded by the racing secretary, shall have its microchip verified and recorded in 

accordance with subsection (a)(65)(D). No person shall prevent the Board of Stewards, the horse 

identifier, or the racing secretary from assigning, verifying, or recording a horse’s microchip number. 

 

Authority Section 19420, 19440, and 19562, 
Business and Professions Code. 

 
Reference: Sections 19440 and 19562, 

Business and Professions Code.   
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