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RACE DATES 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

of the California Horse Racing Board wi ll be held on Wednesday, September 27, 2017, 
commencing at 12:30 p.m., in the Finish Line Room at the Los Alamitos Race Course, 4961 
Katella Avenue, Los Alamitos, California. Non-conU11ittee Board members attending the 
conU11ittee meeting may not participate in the public discussion, official conunittee vote, or 
conU11ittee closed session. 

AGENDA 

Agenda Items 

I. Discussion regarding racing calendar proposals for southern and northern California 
in the context of the continued challenges of providing full fields and attractive race 
cards for the wageriug public. 

2. General Business: ConU11Unications, reports, requests for future actions of the Committee. 

Additional information regarding this meeting may be obtained from Mike Marten at the CHRB 
Office at Los Alamitos Race Course, 496 1 E. Katella Avenue, Los Alamitos, CA, 90720; 
te lephone (714) 820-2748; cell (7 14) 240-1870; fax (714) 821-6232. A copy of thi s notice can 
be located on the CHRB website at wvvw.chrb.ca.Rov. *1nfonnation for requesting di sabi lity 
related acconU1lOdation for persons with a di sability who requires aids or services in order to 
participate in this public meeting, should contact Mike Marten. 

RACE DATES 
COMMITTEE 

Chairman Chuck Winner, Chairman 
First Vice Chairman George Krikorian, Member 

Rick Baedeker, Executive Director 
Jacqueline Wagner, Assistant Executive Director 
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Item 1 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
DISCUSSION REGARDING 

RACING CALENDAR PROPOSALS FOR 
SOUTHERN AND NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

IN THE_CONTEXT OF THE CONTINUED CHALLENGES 
OF PROVIDING FULL FIELDS AND ATTRACTIVE RACE CARDS 

FOR THE WAGERING PUBLIC· 

Race Date Comri:Jittee Meeting 
September 27,2017 . 

ISSUE 

ill preparation for the May 24,2017 Race Dates Cbmri:Jittee meyting, the industry was asked to 
submit ·proposed racing calendars for 2018. Proposals were received from: California Authority of 
Racing Fairs (CARF); Sonoma County Fair (Santa Rosa); Golden Gate Fields; Watch and Wager 
LLCat Cal Expo and Los Alamitos (thoroughbred) . . 

However, at that meeting rather thaD. focus on ·specific race date allocation at the present time, ·the 
Comri:Jittee solicited a broader discUssion from stakeholders and other interested parties addressing 
the industry'S continued challenge ofproviding fuli fields and carding attractive race cards for .the 
wagering public. The Comri:Jittee at this July 21, 2017 meeting continued its discussion regarding 
racing calendar proposals. for southern and northern California. 

ill preparatiDn for the September Race Dates Comri:Jittee meeting, the industry was notified that 
staffwas in receipt proposals that were submitted for the May24, 2017 meeting of the Comri:Jittee, 
and additional information concerning 2018 proposals, including new or amended proposals would 
beaccepted. Subsequent to this notification, an amended proposal was submitted by the Sonoma 
County Fair (Santa Rosa). . 

RECOMMENDATION 

This item is presented for discussion. 
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2018 proposals received for the May 24th meetip.g are as follows: 

California Authority of Raciug Fairs (CARF) " 
Alameda County Fair - Oak Tree at Pleasanton: June 13 - July 10 
CaliforDia State Fair": July 11 .:.. July 31 
Humboldt County Fair: August 15 - August 28 
" CARP submits the following requests on behalf of the Humboldt Fair 

• Race without overlap; 
• Maintain traditional August dates until the 2017 overlapped Labor Day weekend resUlts 

can be evaluated. " . " " 

• Work -with Sonoma County Fair to accommodate their race meeting. 
Alameda County Fair (Oak Tree at Pleasanton Fall): September 19 - October 2 

"Big Fresno Fair: October 3~ October 16 

Sonoma County Fair (Santa Rosa) 
Alameda County Fair - (Oak Tree at Pleasanton): June 20 - July 10 
CaliforDia State Fair: July 11 - July 24 
Santa Rosa: July 25 - August 14 
Humboldt: August 15- August 28 

Sonoma County Fair"(Santa Rosa) (Alternative Proposal" Submitted September 2017) 
Alameda County Fair - (Oak Tree at Pleasanton): June 20- July 1 0 
Santa Rosa: July 11 - July 3 r 
CaliforDia State Fair: AugUst 1 - August 14 
Humboldt: August 15- August 28 

J • .Golden Gate Fields 
Golden Gate Fields: December 20,2017 - June 19, 2018 
(Fairs): June20 - August21 
Golden Gate Fields : August 22 - October 2 

"(Fairs) : October 3 - October 16 
Big Fresno Fair: October 4 - October 17 
Golden Gate Fields: October 17 - December 18 

HARNESS 
WATCH AND WAGERLLC AT CAL EXPO 

D ecember 26 - May 12 
October 20 - December 23 

Watch and Wager anticipate raci,ng on Friday, Saturday with the exception of Tuesday evening, 
December 26, 2017. 

"THOUGHBRED RACING AT LOS ALAMITOS 
Los Alamitos RaceCourse 
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Los Alamitos facility respectfully requests the allocation of five (5) weeks of thoroughbred racing 
and three (3) weeks of fair racing. 



1-4 

r776 Tribute Road, Suite 205 

Sacra-mento, CA 95815 
Office: 91,6.927.7423 Fax: 916 .263-3341-

www.calfairs .com 

May 11, 2017 

Mr. Rick Bae.d eker, Executive Director 
.-California H orse Racing Board . 

1010 HUrley Way 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

Dear Mr. Baedeker, 

As requested by Board staff, the Calliorrllii Authority of Racing Fairs respectfully submits.the 
attached proposals for Northern Calliornia racing dates at CARF member Fairs in 2018. Horse 
racing is conducted at the CARF member Fairs shown below. 

, . . . . 

• Oak Tree at Pleasanton (Suuuner) 
• Califomia State Fair 
• Humboldt County Fair 
• Oale Tree at Pleasanton (Fall) 
• The Big Fresno Fair 

Thank you for your co~ideration in this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

,;/0 () ,g-f~ 
Larry Swartzlander 
Interini Executive Director 

Cc: CARF Racing Fair CEO's 

CAL I FORNIA AUTHORITY OF RACING FAIRS 

www.calfairs.com
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CALIFORNIA AUTHORlTY OF RACING FAiRS 

Proposed Racing Dates .·for CARF Member Fairs in Northern California 

2018 

2018 DATES: 

. • June 13 - July 10 
- Alameda COUIity Farr - Oak Tree at Pleasanton Summer Meet 

• July 11-31 
. _. California State Fail: 

• Au gust 15 - 28 
- Humboldt County Farr 

CARF respectfully submits the following requests on behalf of the . 
Humboldt. County Farr: 
• Race.without overlap. 
• Mamtam traditional August dates until the 2017 overlapped 

Labor Day weekend .results can be evaluated. 
• Work with fue Sonoma County Fail' to accommodate fueir race 

meet. 
• September 19 - October 2 

- Alameda County Farr - Oak Tree at Pleasanton Fall Meet (formerly Stockton) 
• October 3 - 16 .' . 

. - The Big Fresno Farr 

Please note that fuis proposed schedule shows inclusive calendar blocks proposed for each Farr. 
Specific racing d ates may vary withID fuose proposed blocks. Date ranges reflect Host status . 
unless otherwise noted. 



<D 2018 CARF Member Fair Preferred Hostine DatesI 
r-

RACE DAYS TBD 

* CARlo requests Humboldt iaee unaverlapped. 
CARF requests Humboldt maintain their traditional August dates until the 2017 overlapped Labor Day weekend .results can be evaluated. 
CARF"an.d Humbold.t will work with .the Sonoma County Fair to accommodate their race meet. 
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September 12, 2017 

Mr. Rick Baedeker, Executive Director . 
California Horse Racing Board 
1010 Hurley Way 
Sacramento, CA .95825 

Dear Mr. Baedeker, 

. The enclosure with this letter is Sonoma County Fair's (Wine Country 
Racing) submittal for the proposed 2018 horse racing dates. This 
submittal includes a replica of the dates submitted in May of this year as . 
well as an alternative proposal. . 

As you are aware the Sonoma County Fair's horse race meet saw a . 
significant decline in handle from 2016. Although the Chrims report shows 
the attendance alourmeet being up over 2016 our paid reserve seats for· 
the races were down over 2,500. The reserved se<;lts are where we see 
our more knowledgeable betters whose participation result in higher . 

. handles. We strongly believe th is decline is due to the shift of our 
traditional dates in July to all being run in August. The last week of racing· 
overlapped with the start of theschool year where we saw many of our 
regu lar patrons (teachers, aids etc.) back at work . 

. The pr9posal we submitted in May for 2018 would haVe the Sonoma 
County Fair race meet begin the last Week in July and end during the 
second week in August. Thismimics the dates we were allotted in 2016. 
We strongly believe these dates are much better for the industry as well 
as for the Sonoma County Fair. 

As an alternative we have presented a proposal that has theSorioma 
County Fair running immediately after the Alameda County Fair with the · 
State Fair following. Strategically the swap of race dates between the 
Sonoma County Fair and the' State Fair provides fo r a more even 
distribution of opportunities for our turf horses, As currently exists there is .. 
no turf racing for eight weeks in the north during the summer with the 
State Fair fo llowing The Alameda County Fair. Additionally we believe 

1350 BennettValley Road 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

p: (707) 545-~200 

f: (707) 573-9342 

5Onomacountyfalr.com 

At tile Fairgrounds: 

GolfCourse 

RV Park 

Jockey Club 

Wihe Country Racing 
.Fair Foundation 

https://5Onomacountyfalr.com
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that this change would increase. the field sizes of our turf races, increase 
the betting' handle and purses, . 

We appreciate, the Commissioner's consideration of these proposals and 
look forward to the Date's Committee meeting on September 27. 

Best Regards, 

Rebecca Bartling 
Chief Executive Officer 
Sonoma County Fair 
Wine County Racing 

CC: Sonoma County Fair Board of Directors ' 

1350 BennettValley Road 

Sa nta Rosa, CA 95404 

p:.(707) 545-4200 

f: (70.7) 573-9342 

sonomacountyfair.com . 

At the Fairgrounds: 

GolfCourse '. 

RV Park 

Jockey Club 

Wine Co untry Racing 

Fair Foundation 

https://sonomacountyfair.com


en Santa Rosa- 2018 Proposed Racing Dates 
. I 

LIVE RACE DAYS TBD (Previously submitted in May 2017)
~ 

. JulyJune ::----

Sun Mon . l'ue Wed Thu Fri Set Isun Moo Tue Wed Thu Fri Set . 

2 
3 4. 5 .6 7 8 9 11 12 13 W 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 .18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 

~ 

August September 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri J ISun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
2 
9 

3 
10 . 

4 
11 

5 
12 

6 
13 

7 
14 

8 
15 

16 ·17 18 19 20 21 . 22 
.23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 



July · 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fn Sat! . 

15 16 11 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 

o 
~ 

~ 

June 

. Sun. . Man Tue Wed Thu Fri 

.

3 4 5 6 7 8 

10 11 12 13- 14 15 

Santa Rosa" 2018 Alternate Proposal for Racing Dates 
LIVE RACE DAYS TBD 

Sat 

 2 

9 
16 

August · September 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
s:t 1 1 s:n 1 

3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 ·13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25. 26 27 28 29 

1 30 



CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 

SEPTEMBER 27,2017 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

There is no committee material for Item 2 
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