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  1 

P R O C E E D I N G S 2 

9:31 A.M. 3 

TELECONFERENCE 4 

THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2020 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  This is the regular 6 

noticed meeting for the California Horse Racing Board on 7 

Thursday, March 26, 2020, via teleconference.  This is in 8 

accordance with Executive Order N29-20, so as to minimize 9 

the spread of COVID-19-19 and reduce the risk of infection 10 

during the current state of emergency. 11 

  Participating in today’s meeting are: 12 

Commissioner Gregory L. Ferraro; Commissioner Oscar 13 

Gonzales; Commissioner Dennis Alfieri; Commissioner 14 

Damascus Castellano; Commissioner Wendy Mitchell; and 15 

Commissioner Alex Solis. 16 

  We are also joined by: Rick Baedeker, the 17 

Executive Director of the CHRB; Cynthia Alameda, Assistant 18 

Executive Director of the CHRB; Dr. Rick Arthur, Equine 19 

Medical Director; Robert Brodnik, General Counsel for the 20 

CHRB; Amanda Brown, Staff Attorney; Amanda Drummond, 21 

Manager of Policy and Regulations. 22 

  Before we go on to the meeting, I need to make a 23 

few comments.  The Board invites public comment on the 24 

matters appearing on the meeting agenda.  The Board also 25 
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invites comments on matters not appearing on the agenda 1 

during a public comment period, which is item 17 on this 2 

agenda, if the matter concerns horse racing in California. 3 

  Procedurally, the board will hear from those 4 

directly involved in any agenda item, after which the Chair 5 

will invite public comment.  Those wishing to speak must 6 

follow the directions of the Operator to have their 7 

individual phone lines opened for comments. 8 

  In order to ensure all individuals have an 9 

opportunity to speak and the meeting proceeds in a timely 10 

fashion, I will strictly enforce the two-minute time limit 11 

for each unsolicited speaker.  We will insist that all 12 

speakers stay strictly on topic for each agenda items 1 13 

through 16.  If the speaker strays off topic, I will ask 14 

the Operator to move to the next caller. 15 

  If a speaker repeats himself or herself, I will 16 

also ask the speaker -- I will ask the speaker if they have 17 

any new comments to make.  If there are none, the speaker 18 

will be asked to let others make comments to the Board. 19 

  During all public comments, after the first 20 

minute-and-a-half, we will give a 30-second warning so that 21 

speakers can provide any closing remarks. 22 

  The Board may ask questions of individuals who 23 

speak which may extend their two-minute time limit. 24 

  For agenda item 17 only, a total of 30 minutes 25 
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will be allowed for public comments, so that’s 30 minutes 1 

total. 2 

  We realize there is public concern over the 3 

continuation of horse racing in California during the 4 

current health crisis.  While we are well aware of Governor 5 

Newsom’s order to stay at home, we recognize that 6 

continuing to train and race may be considered essential to 7 

the health and welfare of not on the horses stabled at 8 

Golden Gate but, also, the hundreds of people who care for 9 

them and who live within the stable area. 10 

  This complete and total exclusion of the general 11 

public is guaranteed by the secure inclosures of the 12 

racetrack facilities.  And the racing program provides the 13 

economic engine required to maintain the feed, veterinary 14 

care and exercise for those horses, and the wages for those 15 

that attend to them. 16 

  This arrangement was made through the mutual 17 

agreement between The Stronach Group and the county and 18 

state government officials.  19 

  Issues related to coronavirus are governed by 20 

city, county and state Departments or Public Health and not 21 

the California Horse Racing Board. 22 

  Before we begin the meeting, I’d like to 23 

recognize and welcome our new Commissioner, Damascus 24 

Castellanos. 25 
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  Damascus, welcome to the Board.  I’m sure we will 1 

enjoy your participation.  Glad to have you -- 2 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Thank you so much. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- on the Board. 4 

  Our first agenda item is approval of the minutes 5 

for January 22nd.  As you remember, we did not have a 6 

quorum to approve those minutes, so we need approving them 7 

at this meeting. 8 

  Can I have a motion to approve the January 22nd, 9 

2020 minutes?  10 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  So moved.  Dennis Alfieri. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second please?  I’ll second. 12 

  Can we have a vote of the Commissioners please? 13 

  Commissioner Alfieri? 14 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Gonzales? 16 

  Commissioner Castellanos?  17 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Mr. Chairman, am I 18 

eligible to vote on this?  I was not present at the meeting 19 

of these minutes. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Oh, that’s correct.  I’m sorry.  21 

The minutes, you’re right. 22 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Let me see.  I think 23 

the others might have their phone on mute. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah.  Anybody that does, we need 25 
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to have your approval. 1 

  Wendy Mitchell?  2 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Oh, this is working out 3 

fine. 4 

 (Laughter) 5 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  This is Alex Solis.  I 6 

abstain.  I wasn’t present at that meeting. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Correct.  So we need Wendy 8 

Mitchell and Oscar Gonzales to vote. 9 

    VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes.  I’m on.  I’m on.  10 

Can you guys hear me? 11 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Yeah. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes. 13 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  We got your, Oscar. 14 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 15 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Oh, okay.  Great.  Yes.  I 16 

was on the wrong line.  Okay.  Good deal. 17 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  And your vote? 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do you approve?  Do you approve 19 

acceptance of the minutes for January 2020? 20 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  I do.  Yes, I do. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Wendy Mitchell?  22 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  She was dialing in 23 

momentarily.   24 

  Dr. Ferraro, she was also having -- I think she 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  6 

was on the other line, so if you give her a second, she’ll 1 

be on. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  3 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Ms. Mitchell, your line has now 4 

been made live. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Thank you. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell -- 7 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yeah. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- do you approve the -- okay.  9 

The minutes --  10 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes.  11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- of January 22nd are approved. 12 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  I’m going to jump off -- 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  The second item is -- 14 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  -- and get on the correct 15 

line. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Approval of the minutes 17 

for February 20th, 2020.  Do we have a motion to approve 18 

those minutes? 19 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I move.  Alex Solis. 20 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  I’ll second it. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Second.  All right. 22 

  Commissioner Ferraro?  Yes. 23 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 24 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 1 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner -- oh, you, 3 

Castellanos, is not eligible. 4 

  Wendy Mitchell? 5 

  Alex Solis?  6 

  She must still be getting on. 7 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell, let us 9 

know when you’re on.  Commissioner Mitchell?  10 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  You can always come 11 

back to the minutes -- 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  We have enough votes. 13 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- Mr. Chairman. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, we have enough votes to 15 

approve anyway, so we’re okay. 16 

  So we’ll move on to the Executive Director’s 17 

Report. 18 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Thank you, Mr. 19 

Chairman.  Just a couple of things. 20 

  First of all, we sent out an advisory, I think 21 

about ten days ago, noting that our licensing offices have 22 

been closed due to the coronavirus.  Just a note that any 23 

license that does expire will be considered valid until the 24 

office reopens, which we hope won’t be too far in the 25 
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future. 1 

  Also, I just wanted to mention that I think 2 

everybody’s aware that just about everybody is teleworking 3 

these days, including most state employees, certainly those 4 

at the CHRB.  It’s really been impressive to see the 5 

response of the agency that we report to, Business Consumer 6 

Services and Housing Agency, as well as the Governor’s 7 

Office and the constant communication and request for 8 

feedback on certain things, request for volunteers, and so 9 

forth.  So it’s been very, very busy.  People have been 10 

working constantly.  That probably applies to most 11 

businesses these days.  But congratulations to everybody 12 

who’s working so hard. 13 

  That’s my -- oh, I do have financials.  For the 14 

month of February the daytime business was down 10.4 15 

percent.  There were two fewer programs this year than 16 

last.  The converse was true for the nighttime.  They had 17 

two additional programs and were up 3.5 percent.  Total 18 

business for the month was down 8.96 percent for the first 19 

two months of the year.  Total business is down 7.8 20 

percent. 21 

  And that’s my report, Mr. Chairman. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 23 

  Do we have any comments from the Board regarding 24 

that report?  25 
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  And comments from the listening audience?  No 1 

comments. 2 

  We’ll move on to item number six -- or, excuse 3 

me, item number four, which is the Medical Director’s 4 

Report. 5 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Mr. Chairman, 6 

Dr. Arthur, Equine Medical Director. 7 

  I’ve fielded a number of questions about horses 8 

and coronaviruses.  Horses do get coronaviruses, as do 9 

humans and other livestock species, but there’s no 10 

indication that’s it the specific coronavirus that causes 11 

COVID-19, that SARS-CoV-2 is transmittable to horses.  And 12 

any evidence of such transmission, while highly unlikely, 13 

is being closely monitored by veterinary biologists around 14 

the world.  The equine enteric coronavirus and the COVID-19 15 

virus are two distinct coronavirus strains. 16 

  We’ve instituted a number of procedures in our 17 

regulatory processes to minimize human-to-human contact of 18 

pre-race examinations, third-party Lasix, and test barn 19 

procedures.  Official veterinarians have been instructed to 20 

encourage social distancing and other commonsense 21 

procedures to minimize exposure opportunities, especially 22 

in their supervisory role in the test barns. 23 

  There were ten necropsy submissions in February, 24 

three racing, five training, and two non-exercise.  The 25 
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five training fatalities included two sudden deaths and 1 

three humeral and scapula fractures.  The latter were all 2 

with veteran trainers. 3 

  We have very good educational modules for humeral 4 

and scapular fractures on the CHRB Veterinary Orthopedic 5 

Research Laboratory at UC Davis and the Jockey Club Welfare 6 

and Safety Summit websites.  We need to get the trainers’ 7 

CED regulation through the California regulatory process.  8 

And I understand, from talking to our staff, that we’re 9 

waiting to get that regulation back so the Board can move 10 

it forward. 11 

  The new Mandatory Fatality Review regulation is 12 

finally becoming effective on July 1st, 2020.  We are 13 

working now to ensure the fatality review and the fatality 14 

investigation programs are coordinated as efficiently as 15 

possible. 16 

  I think many of you have read about the success 17 

of the new PET and MRI at Santa Anita.  Those projects are 18 

moving along very well with Dr. Matthew Spriet from UC 19 

Davis, the veterinary radiologist that is leading that 20 

particular clinical research program. 21 

  There were eight positive test notices issued 22 

either post-race or for post official work samples.  All 23 

were Class 4 medications.  And four of the eight would not 24 

have been a violation in the other states.  Positive test 25 
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notifications should not be taken as an indication of a 1 

medication abuse but, rather, how restrictive our testing 2 

and rules are here in California.  Most medication 3 

violations are unintentional mistakes, particularly for 4 

these therapeutic medications that are Class 4.  And we’ll 5 

come back to this item when we get to -- issue when we get 6 

to item number 15.  7 

  That’s my report, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 9 

  Any comments from the Board? 10 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I have -- Dennis Alfieri. 11 

I have a question for Dr. Arthur.  12 

  Does it seem now that the trainers and owners 13 

have been much more receptive now that you have this 14 

equipment at Santa Anita, the PET scan, the MRI and 15 

everything?  Are people starting to really -- you know, 16 

using it, getting excited about it, and all of that?  Are 17 

you -- 18 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes.  The 19 

response has been very good.  The veterinarians and the -- 20 

are learning which cases are most suited for each of these 21 

diagnostic modalities. 22 

  As you know, we were able to get additional 23 

funding from Oak Tree to coordinate the Grayson-Jockey Club 24 

research program with the PET scan, with the MRI, and that 25 
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is progressing very well.  And everybody’s quite pleased 1 

with how the coordination is going and the support from the 2 

veterinarians and horsemen. 3 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Okay.  Good.  Good. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  This is -- I’m sorry, 5 

Dennis.  Go ahead. 6 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  No.  Go ahead.  Go ahead. 7 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  I just had a follow-up 8 

question.  I mean, I don’t know if the question was asked 9 

but, sorry, I was on the wrong line earlier. 10 

  So, Dr. Arthur, thank you for your report.  And I 11 

just have a question about racing.  Tell me, is it a 12 

medical necessity that horses race right now or just that 13 

they be exercised? 14 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Well -- 15 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Because I’m confused as 16 

to why we’re racing. 17 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Well, it 18 

certainly isn’t a medical consideration that they race.  It 19 

certainly is a health consideration that they train. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Um-hmm. 21 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  These are very 22 

fit, healthy, very good-feeling athletes and you just can’t 23 

keep them in a stall.  You have to get them out and train 24 

them.  And there’s actually really deleterious effects from 25 
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not training horses that are racing-fit and trying to keep 1 

them in the stall. 2 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Right. 3 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  They’ll end up 4 

doing things that you really wouldn’t want them to do. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  But I understand that. 6 

  So my question is, is that if there’s racing 7 

versus training, what are the number of people that are 8 

required, humans that are required for that, versus the --  9 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Well -- 10 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  -- versus racing? 11 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Okay.  Well, 12 

every horse training -- every horse training has to have a 13 

rider; right?  14 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Right. 15 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  You’d pony some 16 

of them, so that’s one person.  There’s about four persons 17 

per -- three to four horses for every groom.  There’s 18 

hotwalkers that are associated.  We basically estimate that 19 

there’s about one person for every horse on the backside.  20 

And there’s probably somewhere around 1,600 or 1,700 horses 21 

on the backside of Santa Anita, for example. And there’s 22 

probably somewhere around 4,000 horses in training at 23 

different facilities in California. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  This is Commissioner Ferraro. 25 
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  MS. MILLER:  Robert Miller. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  The only different between the 2 

morning -- 3 

  MS. MILLER:  Stop.  Stop.  4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- is the -- 5 

  MS. MILLER:  Stop.  You’ve got to announce 6 

yourself for the Court Reporter as to who you are before 7 

you talk so we have a transcript. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I said -- 9 

  MS. MILLER:  Thank you. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- this is Commissioner Ferraro. 11 

  The only difference between morning and afternoon 12 

is the presence of the jockeys.  That’s the major 13 

difference. 14 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  So this is Commissioner 15 

Mitchell. 16 

  So the jockeys wouldn’t need to be there if we 17 

were not racing?  (Indiscernible) so that’s a few hundred 18 

extra people; right? 19 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Well -- 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro.  21 

  Much less than a few hundred. 22 

  But, also, if horses are having serious works in 23 

the morning, most of the time the jockeys will come out to 24 

do that, so you’re really not making any difference whether 25 
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they’re racing or not.  The jockey is going to participate. 1 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  I have a question.  Thanks 2 

to Commissioner Mitchell for your question. 3 

  Dr. Arthur, with the news that just came out 4 

about Jockey Javier Castellano, who we know is based -- 5 

he’s a Florida-based jockey testing positive for 6 

coronavirus, is there any -- again, just in the spirit of 7 

making sure that our jockeys and all workers are being 8 

taken care of, is there -- have there been any conversation 9 

with management at any of the racetracks about contingency 10 

plans if an incident like this were to happen here in 11 

California?  What is the plan?  Because there’s already 12 

been, again, this result of Jockey Castellano testing 13 

positive for coronavirus? 14 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Well, 15 

Commissioner Gonzales, my responsibility is actually for 16 

the horses and not the jockeys, other than when they’re on 17 

the horse’s back, so I can’t really answer that.  18 

  I do know that being here on the backside, where 19 

my office is at Santa Anita, that they’ve made some rather 20 

extraordinary efforts.  There’s sanitation stations all on 21 

the backside.  I don’t get on the frontside because they’re 22 

trying to keep anybody that’s unnecessary from going over 23 

there.  I think we would have to have somebody from Golden 24 

Gate Fields or Los Alamitos or Santa Anita answer the 25 
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specific jockey safety question. 1 

  But, certainly, there’s a very concerted effort 2 

of social distancing.  And everybody’s quite aware of the 3 

risk associated with the COVID-19.  4 

  But the specific jockey question you asked, I 5 

can’t really answer. 6 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Okay. 7 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  This is Alex. 8 

  MR. MARTEN:  This is Mike Marten.  Sorry to 9 

interject.  10 

  But before you ask anyone from Santa Anita or 11 

Golden Gate, Los Alamitos or Cal Expo to respond to that, 12 

or before you invite the public to speak, would the 13 

Operator please very clearly describe the actions that 14 

followers have to take to get into the speaking queue? 15 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Of course. 16 

  If you would like to make a question or a 17 

comment, please press star one on your telephone keypad.  18 

Again, that is star one to enter into the speaking queue. 19 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Thanks, Mike, for that. 20 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Commissioner Solis?  21 

Commissioner Solis, did you have -- this is Commissioner 22 

Gonzales. 23 

  Commissioner Solis, did you have -- 24 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yeah.  25 
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  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  -- a question? 1 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  No, no, I didn’t have a 2 

question.  I just want -- just a remark. 3 

  I talked to some of the guys and my belief was 4 

that before they would go into the jockeys’ room, they have 5 

to go to first aid and get cleared.  That was my 6 

understanding.  I just wanted to bring that up. 7 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Thank you. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other comments from the 9 

Board? 10 

  Operator -- 11 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Dennis Alfieri. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- do we have any questions? 13 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Dennis Alfieri. 14 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  (Indiscernible.)  I  15 

wouldn’t --  16 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Go ahead. 17 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I just -- this is Alex Solis 18 

again.  I just wanted, again, just to have something to 19 

keep in mind. 20 

  Most of these workers live in that backside, so a 21 

very high percentage.  They don’t go out very much.  So 22 

just keep in mind that most of the time, they bring their 23 

groceries and stuff to the backside.  So that’s one, I 24 

think, that’s one good thing, that they kept everybody 25 
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separate from the outside.  My point of view is it’s 1 

something positive. 2 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Commissioner Alfieri. 3 

  I was over on the premises of Santa Anita the 4 

other day watching racing, on Saturday.  It is very limited 5 

numbers.  There are no people actually in the racetrack, in 6 

the actual -- at the finish line, other than the  7 

hotwalker -- the people handling the horse.  Each  8 

trainer -- there were no even assistant trainers.  There 9 

were just the principal trainer watching the actual race 10 

and then leaving.  No one could get anywhere near the 11 

jockeys’ quarters out in the paddock.  And my understanding 12 

is the majority of the people, as Alex just said, that work 13 

with these horses are on the backside, live there, some 700 14 

all around, and they’re -- and Santa Anita is very self-15 

sufficient, self-contained to their -- disciplined to their 16 

areas. 17 

  So I was very impressed with what was happening 18 

there the other day.  And security was all over me 19 

everywhere I walked and I had my, you know, credentials. 20 

But I stayed for a while, then left.  I just wanted to see 21 

what was happening with my own eyes.  And they’re taking 22 

this very seriously at Santa Anita. 23 

  So that’s just an observation I wanted to share. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other comments or questions 25 
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from the Board? 1 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes, I have one more.  This 2 

is Alex Solis again. 3 

  Just to try to explain, being on top of these 4 

horses for 37 years, I’d like to explain to Commissioner 5 

Mitchell that a horse is very much like any other athletes. 6 

You know, you can train and train but you do need to -- how 7 

can I say it? -- you know, you need to not only keep 8 

training, you can over-train.  And that’s why they should 9 

do a race.  If you do -- if you’re a boxer and you fight, 10 

you get those -- I don’t know how to explain it -- you get 11 

this feeling out of your body and then your body will rest. 12 

  And I think, I believe horses need to compete.  13 

It’s good for them.  It’s just like any other athlete.  You 14 

know, you can tell -- you can ask any athlete, you know, as 15 

you keep training, you keep training, you’re just going to 16 

over-train because you need that competition to lay that -- 17 

those feelings to rest.  And it’s something positive, 18 

something good for horses, and for any athlete. You can ask 19 

any athlete. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  This is Commissioner 21 

Mitchell. 22 

  I very much understand that.  I appreciate what 23 

you’re saying.  And as an athlete myself, nonprofessional, 24 

but it is very difficult in this time.  We are all 25 
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suffering.  We are all dealing with this. 1 

  So I just want to make sure that we’re making the 2 

best decisions for the State of California and not -- and 3 

taking what the Governor is saying very, very seriously.  4 

And so I understand that everyone wants to get out and do 5 

their thing.  I want to get out and do my thing, too, but 6 

that’s not the time we’re living in. 7 

  So saying that, you know, they’re an athlete and 8 

they need to train because it makes them feel good, I get 9 

it, but that’s not the situation we’re in.  So I just want 10 

to be clear about that, is that taking it from a, you know, 11 

perspective of what is -- what we’re actually dealing with 12 

right now versus the fact that we’re -- that, you know, 13 

we’re saying there’s an exception, you know, other tracks 14 

around the country are shutting down.  I just want to be -- 15 

you know, my comments are based on what is happening in the 16 

world, not what particular -- you know, our particular 17 

industry is suffering. 18 

  So I’m happy to hear from others but that’s my 19 

perspective on this subject. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other comments from the 21 

Board? 22 

  Operator, can we open the queue for outside 23 

presentations please? 24 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Of course.  Our first question 25 
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will come from Aiden Butler with Santa Anita Park. 1 

  Please go ahead. 2 

  MR. BUTLER:  Good morning, everybody.  Good 3 

morning, Commissioners. 4 

  I may be able to have some context and shed some 5 

light on any of the questions you may have. 6 

  Just a little review.  Since the 12th, well 7 

before any orders or mandates, we have been closed to the 8 

general public.  We’ve instituted protocols across all of 9 

our tracks.  And I can address the (indiscernible), so if 10 

anyone would wish, as I’ve been on calls with it all 11 

morning. 12 

  Just a little context here.  Santa Anita Park has 13 

750 humans living on the property.  We are, by the fact 14 

that we’re a licensed event space, we are kind of, you 15 

know, an enclosed place anyway.  So there’s always high 16 

checks to get on or off the backside.  The grandstand is 17 

completely shut to humans that are ordinarily showing up. 18 

There is zero public population.  19 

  And I need to just clarify a few points here. 20 

  First and foremost, we are very different than 21 

almost every other industry.  The people that are needed to 22 

train, and I think everybody’s aware that the horses do 23 

need care and the horses need exercise, most of that is the 24 

element of exercise that has been pointed out.  You know, 25 
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there are different forms of exercise between racing and 1 

just the well-being of a horse. 2 

  Where we run into trouble here is the amount of 3 

people who actually live at Santa Anita are completely 4 

funded by the economic engine.  Again, 750 people live 5 

here.  We have our own healthcare facility onsite.  The 6 

healthcare facility is paid almost solely, at the moment, 7 

from parimutuel wagering.  The second we stop racing the 8 

whole ecosystem becomes in jeopardy. 9 

  And what I really have been trying to -- 10 

 (Interruption in teleconference audio.) 11 

  MR. BUTLER:  No none asked for this, obviously, 12 

and we are in a bit of a predicament.  But I really do ask 13 

the Commissioners to think about all of the knockdown 14 

effects of closing us to racing.  When we stop racing, all 15 

of the funding mechanisms that keep the industry going, 16 

keep the humans who live here paid, ceases.  And what I’m 17 

trying to really avoid here is by keeping this 18 

(indiscernible) of racing, albeit, it’s about 80 horses a 19 

day.  In a standard training day, we have 1,200-plus horses 20 

coming out.  There are far more people involved in a 21 

morning’s training than in an afternoon’s racing. 22 

  So, I mean, I’ll open it up to questions because 23 

there’s a heck of a lot to cover here.  But I do need 24 

everybody to truly understand that the second the racing 25 
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stops we could end up with not only an animal welfare 1 

crisis but a humanitarian crisis because there is no need 2 

for the 700 people -- or the 750-odd people who call this 3 

place home to be here.  At that stage, the City of Arcadia 4 

now has a problem with people with nowhere to be.  And the 5 

horses have a bigger problem with no one to care for them. 6 

  So any questions, I’ll try to be as helpful as I 7 

can. 8 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  This is Commissioner 9 

Mitchell.   10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions? 11 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  I have a question.  12 

Commissioner Mitchell.  I have a question. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell. 14 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  What are the other tracks 15 

around the country doing in this same situation? 16 

  MR. BUTLER:  Well, that’s a really good point, 17 

yeah, really good point. 18 

  The vast majority of the tracks that were not 19 

open have actually announced they will not be opening.  20 

(Indiscernible) find themselves in a position that we are 21 

currently in with humans living on the tracks and humans 22 

needing to be funded to look after these horses.  So you 23 

can’t look at all tracks as the same.  A lot of tracks that 24 

didn’t need to be open are no longer open.  Some of the 25 
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tracks that run a lot, like Gulfstream Park, for instance, 1 

Gulfstream Park is continuing to push forward and trying to 2 

get help from, you know, from the governor of that state 3 

because they understand the game, the crisis that will 4 

ensue if we have to shut down racing. 5 

  And again, in California, believe it or not, we 6 

are not subsidized, as you know, but this is the only time 7 

we’re actually in a somewhat sensible position because we 8 

can sustain as long as we can keep this ball going. 9 

  A lot of the other states that are solely relying 10 

on subsidies have already kind of shut up shop.  And a lot 11 

of tracks out there have mandated people get off the track. 12 

 That’s not a good solution.  And, unfortunately, the ones 13 

who didn’t open, haven’t had to open, aren’t opening, which 14 

means we’ve now got not only a shortage of places for these 15 

horses to be, there are just not enough farms around 16 

anymore to deal with the magnitude of animals that need to 17 

be looked after. 18 

  So we’re kind of stuck in a little bit of a rut 19 

here, Commissioner. 20 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis here. 21 

   Aiden, Oaklawn Park is still running; right? 22 

  MR. BUTLER:  Gulfstream Park is still running, 23 

yes.  In fact -- 24 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  No, no, no, no, no. 25 
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  MR. BUTLER:  -- everybody -- 1 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  No.   2 

  MR. BUTLER:  Oaklawn?  Yeah.  3 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Oaklawn? 4 

  MR. BUTLER:  Oaklawn Park is still running, yes. 5 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yeah. 6 

  MR. BUTLER:  They’re one of the  7 

(indiscernible) -- 8 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yeah. 9 

  MR. BUTLER:  -- that are still running. 10 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yeah.  Yeah.  And I did read 11 

where, you know, the coach from Louisiana, I guess he got 12 

tested for coronavirus and he was around one of the 13 

trainers and Joe Talamo.  And they tested Joe and he was 14 

find, thank God, and he’s still riding; is that correct? 15 

  MR. BUTLER:  That is correct, yeah.  And we 16 

believe -- we understood and we’ve been following, 17 

obviously, all the CDC guidelines as closely as we can.  18 

Anybody from out of state is now on a 14-day quarantine 19 

before they can come onto the backside.  Anybody from out 20 

of the country, likewise, being for a 14 -- being a 14-day 21 

self-quarantine situation. 22 

  With regard to the jockey you mentioned earlier, 23 

Castellano, he came in from New York.  We had a mandate at 24 

Gulfstream Park, as we do now at Santa Anita, anybody 25 
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coming from out of state has a 14-day stand down.  And 1 

anyone with symptoms needs to be tested.  So in that 2 

instance the protocols work very well.  He was not able to 3 

access Gulfstream Park, so he was not able to bring the 4 

virus anywhere near the track.  And he was tested and found 5 

positive, so now he’s, unfortunately, having to get himself 6 

back. 7 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis again. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other questions for Mr. 9 

Butler? 10 

  Yeah, go ahead. 11 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes, I do. 12 

  Aiden, I know that on the backside, they have 13 

them a little (indiscernible), the guys, some of the guys. 14 

And I know being there before, it takes three or five guys, 15 

they help each other, and they go out to the Baja Market 16 

where they get all their stuff.  Are they still doing that? 17 

  MR. BUTLER:  Yes. 18 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I noticed -- okay.  Thank 19 

you. 20 

  MR. BUTLER:  Yeah.  We’ve got a -- well, we’ve 21 

actually put a protocol in place now, a lot of the food 22 

stuff, so, I mean, we redirected early, all perishable food 23 

and all foods from the grandstand was redirected to the 24 

backside to help. 25 
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  More importantly, we’ve instituted -- well, we’re 1 

trying to institute a little more thoroughly a delivery 2 

service so nobody should have to leave the backside.  3 

Again, if we forget the sport or racing, which is very 4 

difficult to do on this call, and just look at it from a 5 

humanitarian and an animal welfare standpoint, the best 6 

thing we can do is keep a confined area confined. 7 

  It is, by its very nature, kind of a quarantined 8 

area.  And, obviously, we have everything onsite, from 9 

health, we have our medical facility, we have our medical 10 

clinic.  All of these things mean we’re in fairly good 11 

share compared to the rest of the world, believe it or not. 12 

And anything that is done to jeopardize that, and I’m not 13 

trying to be alarmist and I’m truly not trying to go 14 

against any rulings here, but I can assure you, if we don’t 15 

keep everybody together and keep everybody safe, if we let 16 

this thing get out of control, we are going to end up with 17 

a bunch of homeless people and, also, a bunch of animal 18 

welfare issues.  If we don’t have the people getting paid 19 

or being able to be paid, we’re going to end up with 20 

another crisis that I think is avoidable. 21 

  The optics of us racing while the rest of the 22 

world is at home, I understand, looks terrible.  But the 23 

context of how we’re different and how we’re a very 24 

specialized industry that really is self-contained needs to 25 
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be explained.  And, unfortunately, I’m, largely, not the 1 

best person to do it.  But I’m just the person in charge 2 

here at the moment. 3 

  So, again, any questions, please, feel free to 4 

ask me anything and I’ll tell you exactly, in real time, 5 

where we’re at. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any more questions from the 7 

Board? 8 

  Operator, can we have the next person in the 9 

queue please? 10 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Of course. 11 

  We will next go to Cliff Goodrich with CTHF. 12 

  MR. GOODRICH:  Thank you. 13 

  Can everybody here me? 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes.  Go ahead. 15 

  MR. GOODRICH:  Hello?  Okay.  Okay.  Good. 16 

  I just wanted to mention, and I understand 17 

Commissioner Mitchell’s concerned, there are no perfect 18 

answers to a very, very difficult situation.  19 

  As the Executive Director of the CTHF, I can tell 20 

you, we are most interested in the health and welfare of 21 

the workers.  For better or worse, I do think, as Aiden 22 

pointed out, we have a closed community.  If racing ceases, 23 

I’ll address the economics in a second, but I can tell you, 24 

there are 750 workers who will have nowhere to go, will end 25 
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up somewhere out in various communities, and run the risk 1 

of infecting others.  2 

  I fully understand, I’m not a physician, I’m a 3 

businessman.  I’ve been in the racetrack industry for 50 4 

years.  I realize, by that closed community staying within 5 

contact of each other in the backstretch, while we have not 6 

even had anybody tested yet that I know of, yet alone a 7 

positive, while that may increase the odds of infection 8 

spreading, at least it will be kept within that community. 9 

  Addressing the economics, which is a secondary 10 

concern, and I think Aiden is far too modest, but I’ve been 11 

a racetrack executive for many, many year, or I was, and I 12 

know that it costs in excess of $20,000 a day, just to pick 13 

a number, just to keep that backstretch open.  If the 14 

backstretch were to close down, and I can’t speak for The 15 

Stronach Group, but the day comes far nearer to where they 16 

will have to shut down that backstretch, just because of 17 

economics.   18 

  Right now the only funding source we have as a 19 

clinic is advance deposit wagering.  If racing, that 20 

ceases, we will have to shutter our doors and will not be 21 

able to any longer treat backstretch workers, who many are 22 

uninsured, and their only first course of recourse is our 23 

clinics. 24 

  So for better or worse, as a layperson, everybody 25 
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doing the best we can, keeping this as much within our 1 

community as we can at this moment in time, I believe makes 2 

the most sense. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have any questions from the 4 

Board? 5 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Dennis Alfieri. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you, Mr. Goodrich. 7 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Greg Ferraro, can I ask 8 

him -- 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah. 10 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- a question? 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah.  Yeah.  Go ahead.  Yeah.  12 

All right. 13 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  You said $20,000 a day.  14 

Explain that again? 15 

  MR. GOODRICH:  Well, Aiden -- 16 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Well, is that -- 17 

  MR. GOODRICH:  -- can jump in.  But having 18 

administrated the stable area and knowing offsite stabling 19 

costs, let alone onsite stabling costs, and given over 20 

1,000 horses at Santa Anita, Aiden, or somebody from The 21 

Stronach Group can probably better recite the estimated 22 

cost of that backstretch being open every day, whether 23 

we’re racing or not, setting aside the economic engine. 24 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Right. 25 
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  MR. GOODRICH:  Aiden or somebody -- 1 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Okay. 2 

  MR. GOODRICH:  -- is there somebody that can 3 

confirm what I’m saying? 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  We think we’d have to requeue. 5 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yeah.  6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah.  We’d have to requeue -- 7 

  MR. GOODRICH:  That’s all right. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- Mr. Butler. 9 

  MR. GOODRICH:  Okay.  10 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I’m just curious, what is 11 

the cost?  If we shut down, if Santa Anita shuts down, what 12 

is their cost per day?  Just curious. 13 

  MR. GOODRICH:  Well, it’s basically the same, 14 

whether they shut down racing or don’t shut down racing.  15 

As long as that backstretch is open, there is that cost. 16 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Right. 17 

  MR. GOODRICH:  And I am assuming, and this is 18 

where somebody from The Stronach Group has to speak, if 19 

racing ceases, the day is far closer to that stable area 20 

shutting down, releasing people into the community, and 21 

having to care.  And where are the horses going to go?  But 22 

that’s The Stronach Group’s call, not mine. 23 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yeah.  Let me make it 24 

clear, I’m really not that concerned about the cost.  The 25 
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cost is devastating to this entire world right now. 1 

  What I’m concerned about is that, obviously, the 2 

health and welfare of the horses and the people, the people 3 

there.  So I was just curious.  Okay.  Thank you. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other comments from the Board 5 

for Mr. Goodrich? 6 

  MR. MARTEN:  Aiden Butler, I think, is now 7 

active.  8 

  MR. BUTLER:  Hey, hi guys. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Aiden are you on? 10 

  MR. BUTLER:  I just wanted to follow up. 11 

  Yeah, I am, sir.  Yes. 12 

  See, it’s really -- I’ll give you a little -- a 13 

better -- a bit more clarity on this.  It’s really not the 14 

cost of, necessarily, having the backside open.  If the 15 

backside is open, you have to have the tracks open.  You 16 

have to have a full track team there.  You have to have 17 

veterinary support.  You have to have ambulances.  Anything 18 

-- anytime horses go out into a licensed track, we need to 19 

put on the full show.  There are far more people, as I 20 

said, during a morning training session than during an 21 

afternoon’s racing. 22 

  I think I’d like to give a little more context, 23 

if I may.  This isn’t necessarily a Santa Anita, can it 24 

afford it, can it not afford it.  Every single trainer is 25 
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an independent business.  Every single trainer has to keep 1 

their lights on and see their families.  As soon as we stop 2 

racing, every single trainer’s business, or a lot of these 3 

trainer’s businesses now get in a jeopardy.  The second 4 

they’re in jeopardy, the first thing they will do, like 5 

every other business, is to start to lay off, you know, 6 

start to lay off their staff. 7 

  So it just, it doesn’t matter which way we cut 8 

it, and I’m not trying to (indiscernible), the second we 9 

start to interfere with the ecosystem, the knockdown effect 10 

becomes devastating, regardless of whether the backside is 11 

open or not.  It’s just an unfortunate byproduct. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Comments from the Commissioners? 13 

  Can we have the next person in the queue, 14 

Operator? 15 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Of course. 16 

  We will next go to Josh Rubenstein with Del Mar. 17 

  Please go ahead. 18 

  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Hi.  Del Mar Thoroughbred Club, 19 

TOC, and The Stronach Group sent a letter to the Governor’s 20 

Office last week supporting continuing operations in 21 

California.  And we’re in, you know, total agreement with 22 

what Aiden said.  You know, we need to protect the 23 

ecosystem of racing in California and that includes our 24 

horses and our workers. 25 
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  So on behalf of Del Mar, and I know TOC was a 1 

signatory to the letter, as well, we are supportive of the 2 

actions The Stronach Group has taken. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, any comments from the 4 

Board? 5 

  Operator, who’s next in the queue? 6 

    WEBEX OPERATOR:  Next we have Ellen 7 

Ericksen, an independent activist. 8 

  Please go ahead. 9 

  MS. ERICKSEN:  Good morning, Board Members.  I 10 

wanted to make a few comments about keeping these 11 

racetracks open. 12 

  Right now the entire country is making 13 

sacrifices.  We are all sheltered in our houses.  Many 14 

businesses are closed.  And these racetracks in California 15 

should not be exempt from what is happening to the rest of 16 

them. 17 

  Our Governor of California, Governor Newsom, 18 

signed an Executive Order to keep people sheltered in 19 

place.  Keeping these tracks open is irresponsible and 20 

reckless. 21 

  The workers’ lives are at risk.  And saying, over 22 

all the years, that you care about the backstretch workers 23 

and how much they mean to you, just hearing what Santa 24 

Anita had to say this morning, that they care about the 25 
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workers, clearly they don’t care about the 750 workers at 1 

the racetrack.  They’re all in danger now of getting the 2 

virus and spreading it even outside of the track. 3 

   There were people at Santa Anita this past 4 

weekend that did not have social distancing.  You can see 5 

the pictures at Santa Anita where there was no distancing. 6 

People were not wearing masks or gloves.  And since you 7 

haven’t even tested one person at the racetrack, who knows 8 

how many people are contaminated and who they infected. 9 

  These racetracks from California need to be shut 10 

down, just like any other nonessential business.  Horse 11 

racing is not essential to keep open. 12 

  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 13 

  MS. ERICKSEN:  It is reckless behavior, risking 14 

the lives of so many people. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  We have 53 people in 16 

the queue.  This is obviously the main topic of discussion. 17 

If we go on with public comments from here on we will not 18 

be able to complete the meeting.  So I’m going to ask those 19 

of you who want to comment on this subject to forego your 20 

comments at this time and we’ll pick it up under item 17 in 21 

public comments.  Given this is a teleconference, we must 22 

move on to get this meeting over with. 23 

  So with that, I’m going to go on to item number 24 

five, discussion and action by the Board regarding the  25 
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distribution of race day charity proceeds of the Del Mar 1 

Thoroughbred Club 2019 summer race meeting in the amount of 2 

$90,839 to nine beneficiaries. 3 

      Operator, can you queue Mr. Rubenstein for a 4 

comment on that? 5 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  One moment as I identify his 6 

line. 7 

  Or, Mr. Rubenstein, if you may press star one 8 

now, I can clearly identify you and make you live? 9 

  We have Mr. Rubenstein with us now. 10 

  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Hi.  Josh Rubenstein for -- 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Josh, do you want to comment on. 12 

  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Yes.  Thank you, Commissioner 13 

Ferraro. 14 

  In your Board package there is a letter dated 15 

February 14th which requests that $90,839 is distributed to 16 

nine charities as DMTC’s 2019 summer meet charity days’ 17 

distribution.  And there’s also a list and a summary of the 18 

charities in your package as well. 19 

  Happy to answer any questions. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board?  21 

Any questions from the Board?  Do I have a motion to 22 

approve? 23 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 24 

Castellanos. 25 
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  MR. MARTEN:  There’s one person in -- there is 1 

one person in the queue here. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Operator, let’s hear from the 3 

person in the queue. 4 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We will go now to 5 

Denise Bolbol. 6 

  Please go ahead. 7 

  MS. BOLBOL:  I -- what you just did, cutting off 8 

public comments, is illegal.  You cannot cut off public 9 

comments. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  This has nothing to do with this. 11 

 Thank you very much. 12 

  Operator -- 13 

  MS. BOLBOL:  No, you can’t cut -- 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- disconnect this person. 15 

  Do I have a motion -- 16 

  MR. MARTEN:  There’s one more in the queue. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- from the Board to approve? 18 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 19 

Castellanos with a motion. 20 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I move. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 22 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Second.  Alex Solis. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Ferraro, Chairman, 24 

approves. 25 
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  Gonzales? 1 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Approves. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Alfieri?  Alfieri? 3 

  Castellanos? 4 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Approve. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Wendy Mitchell? 6 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Aye. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Alex Solis? 8 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Aye. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Motion is approved. 10 

  We move onto item number six, discussion and 11 

action by the Board regarding the distribution of race day 12 

charity proceeds of the -- excuse me. 13 

  We’ll move onto item number eight, I guess, and 14 

that is discussion and action by the Board on the request 15 

of the California Authority of -- 16 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Mr. Chairman? 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- Racing Fairs -- yes? 18 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Actually, I think 19 

we’re on number six.  We have two back-to-back Del Mar -- 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Oh, that’s correct.   21 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- about -- 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I’m sorry. 23 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- about charity 24 

distributions. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  So item number six is discussion 1 

and action by the Board regarding the distribution of race 2 

day charity proceeds of the Del Mar Thoroughbred Club 2019 3 

fall race meeting in the amount of $13,744 to four 4 

beneficiaries. 5 

  Again, and do we have Mr. Rubenstein on the line? 6 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do. 7 

  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Yeah.  Thank you, Chairman 8 

Ferraro. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Josh? 10 

  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Yeah.  Thank you, Chairman 11 

Ferraro. 12 

  In your Board package there’s a letter dated 13 

February 14th requesting $13,744 is distributed to four 14 

charities through Del Mar’s fall, 2019 fall meet charity 15 

distribution.  And there’s also a summary in the package as 16 

well. 17 

  Happy to answer any questions. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board?   19 

  Do we have a queue on this item? 20 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We -- 21 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Two people. 22 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes, we do. 23 

  We will go now to Martha Sullivan. 24 

  Please go ahead. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Morning, Martha. 1 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  Good morning.  I would just like 2 

to say that if the Board is truly concerned about the 3 

welfare of the workers and the horses that are at the 4 

tracks in California, they will designate these funds to go 5 

to their care.  6 

  I also want to point out that everybody who is at 7 

the tracks for racing doesn’t live there, so you’re still 8 

spreading this virus. 9 

  You need to take this seriously -- 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you, Martha. 11 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- and stop living in a 12 

dreamworld. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you, Martha. 14 

  Next in the queue? 15 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Next we have Denise Bolbol.   16 

  Please go ahead. 17 

  MS. BOLBOL:  I urge, also, that any funds that 18 

you have go for the back-end workers.  If you care about 19 

the workers then you need to be taking care of them and 20 

they shouldn’t be uninsured.  Give them insurance, full 21 

insurance and full pay, during the shutdown. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 23 

  Any comments from the Board?  Can we have a 24 

motion to approve? 25 
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  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis.  Move. 1 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos.  Second. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 3 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos, 4 

Commissioner. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner? 6 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Second. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  8 

  Commissioner Ferraro approves. 9 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 10 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Approves. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 12 

  Commissioner Mitchell? 13 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Approve. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 15 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Approve. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri?  We lost 17 

him.  Okay.  Motion is approved. 18 

  We move on to item number eight.  Number seven, 19 

because this is a telephonic meeting, we’ve agreed not to 20 

entertain that this time.  Perhaps next month. 21 

  Item number eight is discussion and action by the 22 

Board on the request from the California Authority of 23 

Racing Fairs to designate the following 2020 allocated race 24 

dates as a combined fair horse meeting, pursuant to 25 
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Business and Professions Code section 19549.1: Alameda 1 

County Fair at Pleasanton, June 17th, 2020 through July 2 

14th, 2020; California Exposition and State Fair, July 3 

15th, 2020 through August 4th, 2020; Humboldt County Fair 4 

at Ferndale, August 19th, 2020 through September 1st, 2020; 5 

and the Big Fresno Fair, October 7th, 2020 through October 6 

20th. 7 

  Can we queue the representative from CARF please? 8 

  Larry? 9 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 10 

  We now have Larry Swartzlander with California 11 

Authority of Racing Fairs. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Good morning, Larry. 13 

  MS. SWARTZLANDER:  Yeah.  This is Larry.  This is 14 

Larry Swartzlander, Executive Director of CARF.  Good 15 

morning, Chairman, Commissioners. 16 

  Yeah, this request is -- the sole purpose is to 17 

allow the fairs to carry over pools from one fair to the 18 

other.  Probably, you’re most familiar with the Rainbow 19 

Pick 6 at Gulfstream.  Any pool that can carry over for 20 

extended days grows largely in it attracts more wagering. 21 

Some of the fairs with two- and three-week meets, we don’t 22 

have that luxury.  We’d have to pay out every two weeks and 23 

we never had the opportunity to get a large sum in these 24 

pools.  This allows us to carry over a pool from day one at 25 
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Pleasanton, all the way to the end of Fresno.  And in the 1 

last five years we’ve done this, we’ve had several 2 

(indiscernible) $900,000 in pool with the carryover.  It’s 3 

just a great incentive for wagering. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board, 5 

please? 6 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Dr. Ferraro, this is 7 

Commissioner Gonzales.  I do have one question. 8 

  I’m just curious to know if this impacts in any 9 

way the workload or level of involvement by our parimutuel 10 

clerks?   I just -- I don’t know if Troy from SEIU is 11 

around.  I just want to make sure.  I’m inclined to support 12 

this, just want to make sure that SEIU who are front lines 13 

and, you know, dealing with wagering, et cetera, that 14 

they’re okay with this? 15 

  MS. SWARTZLANDER:  Absolutely none, no.  It’s all 16 

software. 17 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Larry, can you repeat that? 18 

  MS. SWARTZLANDER:  I said it’s all software.  19 

There’s no additional labor. 20 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Okay.  So no additional 21 

either workload of, you know, more or less? 22 

  MS. SWARTZLANDER:  No manpower, no. 23 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Okay.  Thank you. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other questions from the 25 
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Board? 1 

  Do we have anything in the queue? 2 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do.  We will next go to 3 

Michael Marquez with Sonoma County Fairground. 4 

  Please go ahead. 5 

  MR. MARGETTS:  Good morning, Commissioners.  I do 6 

have a question about this. 7 

  Does this mean that the entity can conduct a race 8 

meet at fair or at a fairground that has canceled their 9 

fair? 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Is the CARF representative still 11 

on the phone? 12 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  He is not, but if we could have 13 

him star one, we can bring him live. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Larry, can you get back on 15 

please? 16 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We now have Larry. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Can you comment on the question, 18 

Larry? 19 

    MS. SWARTZLANDER:  Yeah.  This is, as 20 

it says in the letter, just addressing the four CARF-member 21 

fairs.  We have Sacramento, Humboldt, Fresno and 22 

Pleasanton. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  So the question was, I believe, 24 

whether or not this -- is that person that asked the 25 
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question still on the line? 1 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  They are not.  I can bring them 2 

back live.  One moment. 3 

  We now have Michael. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Michael, can you restate your 5 

question please? 6 

  MR. MARGETTS:  Sure.  The language says that, 7 

“the entity for conducting combined fair horse racing 8 

meetings on days other than those days on which general 9 

fair activities are conducted.” 10 

  So my question is: If, let’s say, Alameda doesn’t 11 

run their fair, can Pleasanton horse racing still occur? 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Can you comment on that, Larry? 13 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Larry, your line is live. 14 

  MS. SWARTZLANDER:  This is Larry again. 15 

  If I’m understanding the question correctly, if 16 

Pleasanton Fair would not run, if we would conduct horse 17 

racing, would it still apply?  We’d have to readdress it at 18 

that point. 19 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  This is Rick 20 

Baedeker. 21 

  There’s also another way to look at this and that 22 

is that fairs can only operate that are licensed by the 23 

Board to do so after they have been allocated dates.  So 24 

this section really does not apply to whether or not a  25 
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fair -- a race meet can be operated without a fair 1 

operating. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Are there any other questions 3 

from the Commissioners?  4 

  Is there anyone else in the queue, Operator? 5 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do.  We do have one 6 

additional question coming from Heather Hyde, a concerned 7 

citizen. 8 

  Please go ahead. 9 

  MS. HYDE:  Hi.  My name is Heather Hyde.  I’m a 10 

concerned citizen.  And I do care about the horses. 11 

  And so I’m calling to please ask you that you do 12 

not keep going forward with these state fairs for horse 13 

racing because they’re basically like a low-level carnival 14 

with these poor animals traveling about, you know, for 15 

people to watch horses being bet on, raced to their death, 16 

whipped, so they could eat popcorn and hot dogs. 17 

  So I just want to ask you to please stop funding 18 

this horrific traveling show. 19 

  Thank you. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions or comments from 21 

the Board? 22 

   Do we have a motion to approve? 23 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes.  I move to approve.  24 

This is Commissioner Gonzales. 25 
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  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex -- 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 2 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis.  Second. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 4 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 5 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 7 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 9 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 11 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 13 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Motion passes. 15 

  We’ll move on to item number nine, discussion and 16 

action by the Board regarding approval of an agreement -- 17 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Excuse me, Mr. 18 

Chairman, I think we’re on number eight. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I thought we just did that one. 20 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  No.  Number eight 21 

is the -- unless I have the wrong agenda here -- the 22 

advance deposit wagering. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, maybe I have the wrong 24 

agenda. 25 
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  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  I think the 1 

Chairman has the original agenda before the original item 2 

six was removed. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right, here we go.  I have 4 

the other agenda. 5 

  So it’s discussion and action by the Board 6 

regarding approval of an agreement, pursuant to Business 7 

and Professions Code section 19604(f)(5)(E), regarding 8 

approval for distribution from Advance Deposit Wagering 9 

Market Access fees for wagers placed on all live and 10 

imported races for the period March 1 through December 31, 11 

2020, to be utilized to fund a California co-op marketing 12 

program. 13 

  And I believe the Commissioners have an email 14 

communication on that; is that correct? 15 

  MS. BROWN:  This is Amanda Brown -- 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes. 17 

  MS. BROWN:  -- Staff Counsel with the California 18 

Horse Racing Board. 19 

  Yes, a fully executed agreement was emailed to 20 

the Commissioners on Tuesday, March 24th. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  All signatories were in agreement 22 

on that communication; correct? 23 

  MS. BROWN:  That’s correct.  And I believe the 24 

intention was to hear from the representatives of this co-25 
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op marketing funding agreement, if they’re queued up on the 1 

line. 2 

  But I will just note that a similar request came 3 

before the Board in May 2019 and was approved by the Board. 4 

And that previous agreement ran through December 31st, 5 

2019. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions from the Board?  7 

  Anybody in the queue on this? 8 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do.  We have Josh Rubenstein 9 

with us now from Del Mar. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Hi. 11 

  MR. AVIOLI:  This is Greg.  This is Greg Avioli. 12 

I’m with -- I’m at the Del Mar conference room, so that’s 13 

why it said Josh -- from the TOC. 14 

  And just to give a little more background on this 15 

program, this is an extension, essentially, of what 16 

previously was known as the CMC, or California Marketing 17 

Committee.  That was statutory authorization back in the 18 

early 2000s that ran for 16 years for a deduction from 19 

handle to go to support joint marketing programs of the 20 

track and the horsemen, supported by the tracks and the 21 

horsemen.  That sunsetted by statute at the end of 2018. 22 

  So last -- there is a new law that you -- that 23 

the Chairman cited when they enacted ADW that authorized 24 

deductions from ADW for any purpose that is approved by the 25 
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horsemen and the track at a given meet, as approved by the 1 

CHRB. 2 

  So what we did last year and what we’re doing 3 

this year is continuing, in some aspects, the valuable 4 

programs that were authorized under CMC.  And those, 5 

primarily, are focused on horse recruitment, player 6 

rewards, and the Cal Racing Cares website and broader 7 

programs to support the treatment and care of horses in 8 

California. 9 

  This year what’s in front of you is designed to 10 

generate -- it’s a percentage of ADW handle.  It’s designed 11 

to generate approximately $1.4 million that would be spent 12 

from now through the end of the year on joint marketing 13 

programs in the area of horse recruitment, player rewards, 14 

and Cal Racing Cares, to be funded by Golden Gate, Santa 15 

Anita, Del Mar, 50 percent, and TOC from the purse fund, 16 

the other 50 percent. 17 

  And to give you some context, the last five years 18 

of CMC the funding was somewhere between $1.4 million and 19 

$1.7 million, so it’s in the same basic range. 20 

  Thank you. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board?  22 

  Anyone else in the queue, Operator? 23 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  We have one additional 24 

individual.   25 
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  Martha Sullivan, please go ahead. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead, Martha. 2 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  This is Martha Sullivan again. 3 

  We just had a long discussion about how the ADW 4 

is the only source of revenue to support the workers and 5 

the care of the horses who are at the CHRB-regulated tracks 6 

during this health, public health, emergency.  So the idea 7 

that you’re designating some portion of the ADW to go to 8 

marketing is beyond comprehension.  You need to leave all 9 

that ADW in place to the extent that -- I mean, I don’t 10 

believe racing should continue.  I don’t think it’s safe.  11 

I think you can exercise horses without having racing.  You 12 

know, don’t have a starting gate.  You don’t have a lot of 13 

people onboard for racing that you just have for 14 

exercising. 15 

  But if you are going to continue racing and your 16 

argument is the motive to support the workers and the 17 

horses that are at the track in this medical emergency, you 18 

better not be setting aside ADW for anything else. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 20 

  Operator, can you requeue Mr. Avioli and Josh 21 

Rubenstein for comment? 22 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  And if they will press 23 

star one? 24 

  MR. AVIOLI:  We’re talking apples -- 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  52 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We have Mr. Rubenstein with us 1 

now. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Good.  Thank you. 3 

  MR. AVIOLI:  Can you hear me?  It’s Greg Avioli. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes.  Go ahead. 5 

  MR. AVIOLI:  Yeah.  The total amount that will -- 6 

I think that the last caller is probably not aware of the 7 

way handle is distributed.  What we’re talking about, these 8 

funds would otherwise go to fund purses, and they would 9 

otherwise go to the racetrack commissions.  This is not the 10 

same type of money that they were talking about earlier 11 

when they were talking about keeping the track open. 12 

  We have -- the total amount of purses in 13 

California this year, well, using last year’s numbers which 14 

were more certain, would be approximately $110 million.  15 

We’re talking about a $700,000 contribution from the 16 

purses.  So it’s relatively de minimis I that sense. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  18 

  Any questions or comments from the Board?  19 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Commissioner Alfieri. 20 

  In the funding agreement, this co-op marketing 21 

funding agreement, item number four, if Greg is still on 22 

the line, if he can explain item number four? 23 

  MR. AVIOLI:  I don’t what you’re reading in front 24 

of me. 25 
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  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Oh.  Well, it looks like 1 

what you’re doing is taking some away from the backstretch 2 

workers’ pension plan in order to fund administrative 3 

expenses. 4 

  MR. AVIOLI:  No, that is not correct.  Once 5 

again, we are taking money that would otherwise go directly 6 

into purses.  It wouldn’t go anywhere else.  This is the 7 

horsemen saying we’re going to reduce money that would go 8 

to purses to go to fund this.  It’s got nothing to do with 9 

the backstretch plan.  10 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Oh.  Okay. 11 

  MR. AVIOLI:  This money would not have gone to 12 

the backstretch plan in any instance. 13 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  All right.  So that’s what 14 

four is saying.  Okay.  15 

  MR. AVIOLI:  Okay.  Thank you. 16 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I just wanted 17 

clarification there. 18 

  MR. AVIOLI:  Yes, sir. 19 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Dr. Ferraro, Oscar Gonzales 20 

here.  I just want to just make more of a comment.  I’ve 21 

been in communication with the fairs under Larry’s 22 

leadership.  And not saying that we’re going to go to the 23 

extent that this group of racetracks are, but we are 24 

talking about how the fairs themselves can come together to 25 
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collaborate, to make sure there is some level of continuity 1 

as it relates to marketing. 2 

  But I think, you know, this is a great idea.  3 

It’s needed.  Obviously, we’re still trying to find the 4 

right, you know, the right approach to keeping the industry 5 

as safe as possible, marketing, and promoting the 6 

businesses is essential, especially since the lights stay 7 

on depending on the level of engagement from the public. 8 

  So I wanted just to mention that, that a similar 9 

conversation will be happening within the fair and fair 10 

leadership community. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other comments or questions 12 

from the Board?  Do I have a motion to approve? 13 

  MR. MARTEN:  You do have one person in queue. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Who is that, Operator? 15 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  We will now go to Heather 16 

Hyde, a concerned citizen. 17 

  Please go ahead. 18 

  MS. HYDE:  Hello.  My name is Heather Hyde.  I’m 19 

a concerned citizen.  20 

  I just wanted to say that Fox Sports, NBC Sports, 21 

TGV, Xpressbet, 1/ST BET, and any other online simulcasted 22 

wagering is absolutely disgusting to bet and wage on the 23 

lives of these defenseless animals, to be whipped and raced 24 

to their death.  It’s an absolutely disgusting way to make 25 
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a living, to support the lack of animal welfare to these 1 

so-called animals that you love.  They are not prizes in 2 

your eyes but just running trophies and a way to line your 3 

filthy pockets. 4 

  Thank you very much. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions or comments from 6 

the Board?  Do I have a motion to approve? 7 

  MR. MARTEN:  There’s two more.  Two more in 8 

queue. 9 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  According to my list, it says 31; 11 

is that correct? 12 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We have three callers -- 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thirty-one people in -- 14 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  -- in speaking queue asking to 15 

speak, sir. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right.  Let’s go. 17 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 18 

   We’ll move next to Heather Wilson, a 19 

resident of California. 20 

  MS. WILSON:  I have a question for Mr. Butler.  21 

So I was trying to get on the phone earlier. 22 

  This is not a self-contained community.  You are 23 

definitely not following CDC guidelines. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You’re not -- 25 
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  MS. WILSON:  You can look at any -- 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- you’re not addressing the item 2 

on the agenda. 3 

  Move on now, Operator. 4 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  5 

  We will move now to Nancy Mitchell, a concerned c 6 

citizen of California. 7 

  Please go ahead. 8 

  MS. MITCHELL:  Hi.  Good morning to the CHRB 9 

Board and everybody here.  Can you hear me? 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes. 11 

  MS. MITCHELL:  Okay.  I am a resident of Southern 12 

California.  I live very close to the Santa Anita Race 13 

Track in Arcadia.  And I’m a healthcare worker.  14 

Unfortunately, dealing front line with our tragedy and the 15 

pandemic.  So, as you can imagine, I am seeing, you know, 16 

critical cases here. 17 

  First of all, I want to have clarification here 18 

from the Board.  And a key issue that is missing here is 19 

what is determined by Gavin Newsom’s statement as essential 20 

businesses versus nonessential businesses.  I mean, it’s 21 

very, very vital that everybody needs to really define 22 

this.  I mean, obviously, we all think our businesses are 23 

essential.  But, again, the Governor was very specific as 24 

to what is essential and nonessential. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Ma’am, you’re not addressing the 1 

agenda item.  Do you have something to comment about the 2 

agenda item? 3 

  MS. MITCHELL:  Well, are you listening to my 4 

point, sir?  I think it’s very relevant.  Define -- you 5 

define what to be what nonessential business versus 6 

essential business in your definition? 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 8 

  Operator, let’s have the next in the queue 9 

please. 10 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We do have one 11 

additional caller.  That is coming from Ellen Ericksen, an 12 

independent activist. 13 

  Please go ahead. 14 

  MS. ERICKSEN:  Hi.  Ellen Ericksen, San Diego.  I 15 

want to discuss the wagering and what’s going on in the 16 

country right now. 17 

  Millions and millions and millions of people are 18 

out of work and, yet, the racetracks here in California are 19 

still promoting horse racing, still saying they’re 20 

advertising to get people to bet on horses that don’t have 21 

money.  It’s reckless behavior on these racetracks.  22 

There’s three racetracks in California right now still 23 

profiting off of human lives when these tracks should be 24 

shut down.  People should not be giving up any wages they 25 
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have for gambling which, in itself, is a horrible disease. 1 

And this unethical practice of promoting horse racing and 2 

gambling have to stop, especially now when people don’t 3 

have money and income coming in. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 5 

  Any more in the queue, Operator? 6 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Not at this time, sir. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Comments from the Board?  8 

Do we have a motion to approve? 9 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis.  Move. 10 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 11 

Castellanos.  Second. 12 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Second.  Oscar Gonzales.  13 

Oh, it’s been seconded. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Commissioner Ferraro 15 

approves. 16 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 17 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Approves. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 19 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Oh, yes. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 21 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Approve. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 23 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Aye. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 25 
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  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Approve. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Motion is approved. 2 

  We move on to the next item which, if I’m correct 3 

this time, is discussion and action by the Board regarding 4 

the proposed amendment to CHRB Rule 1560, Duties of the 5 

Official Veterinarian, and Rule 1561, Duties of the Racing 6 

Veterinarian, to stipulate that the racing veterinarian is 7 

under the direct supervision of the official veterinarian. 8 

  Dr. Arthur, can you comment on this please? 9 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes.  Dr. 10 

Arthur, Equine Medical Director. 11 

  This is a long-simmering issue.  There was an 12 

inherent conflict identified in the Santa Anita fatality 13 

review which was also identified in the New York Task Force 14 

report on the Aqueduct fatalities in 2011 and 2012, and 15 

that is with the track and examining veterinarians being 16 

under the supervision of the racing office or the 17 

association.  While there was no evidence of racing office 18 

influence and the racing veterinarian or track veterinarian 19 

or examining veterinarians performing the rules, it is 20 

important to make clear that the official vet has authority 21 

over the racing veterinarian, as they do all other 22 

veterinarians. 23 

  I’d like to point out, 1841 state that 24 

veterinarians are under the supervision of the official 25 
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veterinarian and it makes no distinction between attending 1 

and practicing veterinarian -- or track veterinarians.  2 

This is important in two instances.  3 

  1846 requires that all horses be examined for 4 

racing (indiscernible) that’s pre-race.  These examinations 5 

are conducted by racing veterinarians employed by the 6 

association.  We consider -- they’re actually examining 7 

veterinarians.  We consider them racing veterinarians as 8 

they are employed by the assoc.  The official veterinarian 9 

is reliant on those examinations, how those are conducted, 10 

and whether they are -- whether he is able to declare that 11 

the examination has been done and that the horse is fit to 12 

compete under 1853. 13 

  In Kentucky, for example, the examining 14 

veterinarians and track veterinarians, actually Lasix 15 

veterinarians, as well, all work for the Kentucky Horse 16 

Racing Commission to eliminate any of the inherent 17 

conflict. 18 

  The second issue is the track veterinarian during 19 

the races -- and we need to make clear that the track 20 

veterinarian is under the official veterinarian’s 21 

supervision, primarily to make sure that samples are 22 

properly collected on injured horses and that treatments on 23 

those injured horses are properly reported to the official 24 

veterinarian. 25 
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  Now, I have received an email from Santa Anita, 1 

that they’re advocating a little bit different language 2 

having to do with some H.R. concerns that they have.  This 3 

has been an issue that’s longstanding.  I’m fine with 4 

moving this forward as it is presented to the Board or 5 

waiting for another meeting to see if everybody wants to 6 

utilize the Santa Anita language as well. 7 

  But what needs to be made clear is that the 8 

conduct and the professional activities of the examining 9 

veterinarians and track veterinarians have to be under the 10 

supervision of the official veterinarian.  It’s the only 11 

way we can do this in a way that we’re confident that 12 

there’s no adverse interference. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Operator, can you queue either 14 

Mr. Butler or Dr. Benson on this item? 15 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  16 

  And if they may press star one?  And again, for 17 

those lines to speak, please press star one. 18 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Mr. Chairman, if 19 

they have no comments to make, I would recommend that this 20 

be sent forward at this time.  And if they have any 21 

comments, they can do it as it’s being prepared to come 22 

back for 45-day notice. 23 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  And we do have Mr. Butler with 24 

us now. 25 
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  MR. BUTLER:  Hi guys.  I would like to say -- hi. 1 

I would like to ask, if you can please respond to this just 2 

a little? 3 

  There are a few -- we agree wholeheartedly with 4 

the authority that there are some unintended consequences 5 

in regards to how we deal with that day-to-day bit. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any comments or questions from 7 

the Commissioners regarding this? 8 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Aiden, can you be more 9 

specific on that? 10 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  And I believe he has 11 

disconnected.  We will allow him to dial in. 12 

  MR. MARTEN:  Or Dionne Benson could speak. 13 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We can bring Dionne 14 

Benson live into the conference. 15 

  Please go ahead. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Dr. Benson? 17 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Dr. Benson, your line is live. 18 

And perhaps you have placed yourself on mute. 19 

  DR. BENSON:  Sorry.  Sorry about that.  I’ve been 20 

on so many conference calls this week, it’s getting into 21 

the old habit of putting myself on mute right away.  Thank 22 

you for the opportunity to speak to this issue. 23 

  The issue that -- one of the issues, for example, 24 

that we’re concerned about is based on the reading of that, 25 
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what Dr. Arthur said, you know, regarding the private 1 

veterinarians having the ability, you know, having 2 

authority over the private veterinarians.  That does not 3 

exclude a senior partner from reprimanding, firing, hiring, 4 

making decisions about salary for a junior veterinarian in 5 

their practice.  The way that this is written, in my 6 

opinion, would preclude Santa Anita Park from firing, 7 

hiring or reprimanding someone, for example, for sexual 8 

harassment. 9 

  And also because there’s a different status for 10 

state actors versus private actors in these instances, it 11 

would be unclear at this time how those two roles would 12 

interplay and whether the veterinarians who are acting at 13 

the -- under the sole instruction of the official 14 

veterinarian would have that enhanced ability or that 15 

enhanced privilege to act in a way and have more legal 16 

protections. 17 

  So I think that there are a lot of issues that 18 

are raised with this that we would like to examine before 19 

it goes any further. 20 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  This is Dr. 21 

Arthur.   22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Just one minute.   23 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  I would like to 24 

comment.  I will say that -- 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead. 1 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- I will say 2 

that the official veterinarian supervises the employees 3 

within the test barn to make sure they conduct their way in 4 

a manner that is consistent with what we require in terms 5 

of chain of custody and other procedures within the test 6 

barn and to make sure that it is operated correctly. We’re 7 

not talking about H.R. issues.  There’s been no issues with 8 

this previously with the other employees that the official 9 

vet monitors. 10 

  But what we need to make clear is that the 11 

standard of the examination, the standard of the 12 

recordkeeping, the standard of what tests are taken when a 13 

horse is injured are under the supervision of the official 14 

veterinarian.  I’m more than happy to hear what Santa Anita 15 

has to offer as long as it meets those particular 16 

requirements.  This has been a long-simmering issue, as 17 

I’ve said before, and another month isn’t going to make a 18 

difference on this particular matter. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Brodnik, can you comment on 20 

this? 21 

  MR. BRODNIK:  Robert Brodnik, California Horse 22 

Racing Board.  Good morning, Commissioners. 23 

  This concern raised by The Stronach Group is the 24 

first that I’m hearing of it.  I’m happy to look into that 25 
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issue and report back once I’ve had a chance to do some 1 

research. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, unless there’s an objective 3 

from the Board, it seems to me that we’re probably best off 4 

to put this item off until next month so that Santa Anita 5 

and Dr. Arthur have a chance to work on the wording of 6 

this.  Is that agreement to the community? 7 

  DR. BENSON:  That works for Santa Anita, 8 

certainly. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any objections from anybody else? 10 

Then we’ll table this to next month and request that they 11 

come back with a combined statement.  12 

  All right, item -- next item is discussion and 13 

action by the Board regarding the CHRB Medication Penalty 14 

Guidelines pursuant to CHRB Rule 1843.3, Penalties for 15 

Medication Violations, and proposed 16 

guidelines for related violations. 17 

  I assume Dr. Arthur and Mr. Brodnik and Amanda 18 

Brown, perhaps, will have comments on this? 19 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  It’s actually, me, Chairman 20 

Ferraro.  This is Amanda Drummond, Policy and Regulations 21 

Manager.  So I’ll just do a real quick overview on this. 22 

  So in November of 2019, Governor Gavin Newsom had 23 

asked the Board to prepare a list of recommendations 24 

designed to improve the welfare and safety of the 25 
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racehorse.  And during the November Board meeting, 1 

Executive Director Baedeker provided an overview of the 2 

recommendations and included in that was a recommendation 3 

to do a complete review of the penalty guidelines. 4 

  And then at the February 12, 2020 Medication, 5 

Safety and Welfare Committee meeting the Committee reviewed 6 

these guidelines and determined that the guidelines should 7 

be enforced more aggressively.  And one suggestion to 8 

better enforce these rules was to incorporate the use of 9 

the multiple medication violation penalties that ARCI 10 

utilizes. 11 

  So prior staff counsel had felt that utilizing 12 

the MMV penalties might be a double-jeopardy violation.  13 

Now Rob Brodnik actually did review these and he and I 14 

spoke about it and he actually did not come to this 15 

conclusion.  So if the Board is interested in adopting 16 

these, then language can be developed similar to what ARCI 17 

utilizes and we can incorporate them into our guidelines. 18 

  Also, at the February meeting there was some 19 

discussion about veterinary violations regarding shock wave 20 

therapy violations, which is considered a Category A 21 

penalty.  But under the penalty violations, it’s only 22 

defined for trainers and owners.  So if you look in your 23 

packet, we actually modified subsection (j) and better 24 

defined it by adding in veterinarians and shock wave 25 
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therapy in there.  So that’s the only change that’s 1 

included in the packet. 2 

  And if you have any questions, I’m here to answer 3 

any. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions from the Board? 5 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  This is Dr. 6 

Arthur.  I would like to make a comment. 7 

  The multiple medications violation penalty is one 8 

of the last remaining legs of the National Uniform 9 

Medication Program that California has not adopted.  And 10 

I’m very encouraged to hear that the staff counsel believes 11 

that there may be a way forward in that particular 12 

regulation. 13 

  What that actually accomplishes is similar to 14 

getting points for drivers licenses.  There’s an underlying 15 

penalty but if you have multiple violations in multiple 16 

jurisdictions, in other words, it’s more important back 17 

east where the horses go back and forth between states.  18 

But if you have a violation in Arkansas and then you have a 19 

violation in California, those will actually be added up so 20 

that you’ll be sanctioned for multiple violations that 21 

won’t be distinguished between states. 22 

  So it has worked very well, according to 23 

regulators in the mid-Atlantic area and it’s something, it 24 

think, we’ve been -- some of us have been pushing for, for 25 
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a long time, so I’m happy to see that under consideration. 1 

  Thank you. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  But does this specific rule 3 

stipulate that, multiple -- 4 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  No. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- violations? 6 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  No.  The only 7 

change that you are looking at is in (j) and I don’t have 8 

that language right in front of me, but that’s to -- for 9 

veterinarians that are violating the shock wave regulation. 10 

But the -- 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Correct. 12 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- medication 13 

violation penalties are going to be under consideration, it 14 

sounds like, and that’s what I was speaking to, that  15 

aspect -- 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay. 17 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- of Amanda’s 18 

presentation. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  So that will come up at another 20 

time; is that correct, for the Board?  21 

  MS. BROWN:  Correct.  So the language for the 22 

multiple medication violations from ARCI is included in the 23 

packet if you’d like to look at that.  But if you’d like to 24 

modify that for our regulatory purposes, then we can 25 
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definitely do that.  However, if you like how theirs is and 1 

just want to incorporate it directly into our regulations, 2 

then we can do that as well. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  We can do that right now, you 4 

mean? 5 

  MS. BROWN:  I mean, if you like how it looks, I 6 

believe we could.  It’s there.  So if you agree with how it 7 

looks, and Dr. Arthur doesn’t see a problem with their 8 

language, and if there’s no conflict with it, then -- 9 

because we would be voting -- 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Baedeker? 11 

  MS. BROWN:  -- on the language. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Baedeker -- 13 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Yeah.  I think this 14 

is -- 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- do you have a comment? 16 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- legal question. 17 

Is the -- 18 

  MS. BROWN:  Yeah. 19 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- is adoption of 20 

the ARCI Model Rules considered to be on this agenda item? 21 

And if it is, then it would be, actually, moved for 45-day 22 

public comment; is that correct?  23 

  MS. BROWN:  Is this -- 24 

  MR. BRODNIK:  Robert Brodnik. 25 
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  MS. BROWN:  -- a question for Rob or some -- 1 

  MR. BRODNIK:  California Horse Racing Board. 2 

  MS. BROWN:  Yeah. 3 

  MR. BRODNIK:  Rob Brodnik, California Horse 4 

Racing Board. 5 

  I think in light of the way that the multiple 6 

medication violation model rule is written, it probably 7 

would benefit the Board to have it drafted in a way that 8 

falls within our regulatory book. 9 

  So I would suggest, if this is something that the 10 

Board is interested in, we could bring this specific item 11 

back next month, drafted in such a way that it’s clear 12 

where in the regulatory book it would go and clarify it, 13 

just because it does mention, in looking through some of 14 

the language, the language references sections within the 15 

ARCI which might not be identical to ours.  So I think it 16 

could use a further edit before the Board votes it out, so 17 

that would be my recommendation at this time. 18 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  And I would agree 19 

with that. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  So you would -- 21 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  It’s subtle 22 

differences but -- 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  So you guys would recommend  24 

that -- so you guys would recommend that we adopt this as 25 
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it stands and then bring back the other issue next month; 1 

is that correct? 2 

  MR. BRODNIK:  I believe the thing that the Board 3 

should vote on today is the question of, I believe, Ms. 4 

Drummond indicated is subsection (j) -- 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Correct. 6 

  MR. BRODNIK:  -- 1840, yeah.  It’s on page 11-8 7 

of your binders.  That’s subsection (j) adding the 8 

underlying terms.  That, you could vote on today.  That 9 

could go out for the regulatory process for 45 days. 10 

  Separate and distinctly, the issue of the 11 

multiple medication violations, if that is an avenue that 12 

the Board would like to proceed with, which it sounds like, 13 

tentatively, it is, then I would suggest that Staff be 14 

given the opportunity to draft the language accurately to 15 

comply with our California regulatory scheme.  And we can 16 

create a rule number for it.  We could bring that back 17 

before you next months and you can vote solely on the 18 

multiple medication penalty guideline at that time. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You know, what’s the pleasure of 20 

the Board?  Comments from the Board Members?  So I -- 21 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  This is Commissioner 22 

Mitchell.  I -- 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah, go ahead, Wendy. 24 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  -- I think we need to 25 
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take the path that’s laid out by Staff and have the double-1 

jeopardy issue addressed next month. 2 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Commissioner Alfieri.  I 3 

agree with that. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Anyone else?  I agree, as well.  5 

Okay. 6 

  Do we have anybody in our queue to -- or 7 

questions -- 8 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do.  We will -- 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- regarding this? 10 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  -- we will first go to Alan 11 

Balch with California Thoroughbred Trainers. 12 

  Please go ahead.  13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Alan?  14 

  MR. BALCH:  Alan Balch, CTT. 15 

  I think the discussion you’ve just had answered 16 

my question, which I wanted to be clear where we were in 17 

the administrative process and 45 days.  So as I understand 18 

it, this is coming back to the meeting -- the next meeting; 19 

is that correct? 20 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Let’s 21 

differentiate.  This is Rick Baedeker.  Let’s differentiate 22 

here, again, what the Board is considering taking action 23 

on, and that is the changed language in paragraph (j) 24 

which, I’ll just go ahead and read it, 25 
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“Any veterinarian and other licensee found to be 1 

responsible for the administration of extracorporeal 2 

shock wave therapy, EWST [sic], pursuant to CHRB Rule 3 

1866.2, or any drug substance resulting in a positive 4 

test may be subject to the same penalties set forth 5 

for the licensed trainer and their presence may be 6 

required at any and all hearings relative to the 7 

case.” 8 

  That is, correct me if I’m wrong, Counsel, but 9 

that is the language that the Board is considering moving 10 

to 45 days with this action. 11 

  Separately, the Board -- the staff will prepare 12 

an agenda item for next month relative to the ARCI 13 

classifications for penalties and the Board will consider 14 

that separately next month. 15 

  MR. BRODNIK:  Robert Brodnik. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Did that answer your question, 17 

Alan? 18 

  MR. BRODNIK:  California Horse Racing Board.  19 

That’s correct. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Anyone else in the queue, 21 

Operator? 22 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  We have one additional 23 

individual.  Heather Hyde with -- she is a concerned 24 

citizen. 25 
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  Please go ahead. 1 

  MS. HYDE:  Hello again.  My name is Heather Hyde. 2 

  These track vets have a lack of moral compass.  3 

They are able to turn a blind eye on this brutal sport, 4 

  How can you allow a healthy-born animal to be 5 

knowingly drugged and run to -- forced to run with 6 

preexisting conditions?  This is an ongoing daily issue and 7 

concern. 8 

  The breaking of these horses limbs and rampant 9 

drug use is enough to have your veterinary licenses 10 

revoked.  You should be banned from having anything to do 11 

with animals.  In the real world, I believe you took an 12 

oath for the animals’ welfare and well-being but, 13 

obviously, the animals are not your priority.  I think your 14 

interest is skewed. 15 

  My friend is a major and main doctor for all 16 

major athletes in the NBA and NFL.  He would never, I 17 

repeat, would never go against his oath for the athlete 18 

over the sake of money.  You should be ashamed of yourself. 19 

And you’re too irresponsible to have any animals’ lives in 20 

your hands or any other life, at that matter, as they are 21 

dirty with corruption and coverup as we have seen with 22 

these most recent abuse forms that have been done to 23 

animals that we are still waiting the court presence for.  24 

I think you guys have some people that are awaiting their 25 
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court hearing, so I’m looking forward to seeing what you 1 

guys are going to do about that to try to be honest. 2 

  And, also, I know we talk about the drug use, 3 

just about animals, but what about your onsite -- 4 

  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty second. 5 

  MS. HYDE:  -- living staff?  That’s a fact, that 6 

you do have alcoholics and drug addicts running and racing 7 

these horses. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right.  You’re getting off 9 

the topic. 10 

  MS. HYDE:  So thank you very much. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 12 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  And we have one more individual 13 

in queue.  May we proceed?  We will proceed with Martha 14 

Sullivan.  I’m sorry.  Just one moment.  And had Martha 15 

Sullivan with us now. 16 

  Please go ahead. 17 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  Hello again.  This is Martha 18 

Sullivan again. 19 

  Ms. Drummond talked about the extensive, you 20 

know, program of reforms that were, basically, promised to 21 

Governor Newsom to try to make this industry safer for the 22 

horses.  And I’m seriously wondering how much of that is 23 

even being implemented during this crisis.  I mean, 24 

everybody needed to implement that program that’s not 25 
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living at the track.  Everybody’s clear about that.  Unless 1 

the veterinarians and all the other people who are 2 

necessary to implement that program are living at the 3 

track, then the program is either not being implemented 4 

while the horses are racing, which is, by definition, an 5 

increased risk to the horses, or there are a number of 6 

people coming and going from the tracks and potentially 7 

being vectors to spread the virus.  So everybody needs to 8 

be really clear about this. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  You’re getting of the 10 

topic -- 11 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  I also wonder -- 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- Martha. 13 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- are the labs who run these 14 

drugs tests even functioning? 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Martha, you’re getting -- 16 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  Do we know that? 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- off the topic now. 18 

  So thank you, Operator. 19 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  Are the labs that run these -- 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right, what’s the pleasure of 21 

the Board?  Comments or questions?  22 

  So I would move we adopt this -- these 23 

regulations as they stand today, and regarding the other 24 

issue, that it be postponed until it’s presented next 25 
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month?  Do I have a second for that motion? 1 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 2 

Castellanos.  Second. 3 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  And the other -- 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any discussion by the Board? 5 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- the other -- this is 6 

Commissioner Alfieri.  So the other is related to item 7 

number -- or (j), letter J -- 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes.  This -- 9 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- the reported 10 

(indiscernible)? 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- this motion is related to item 12 

J, yes. 13 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yeah.  Right.  Okay.  All 14 

right.  Got it. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Commissioner Ferraro votes 16 

yes. 17 

  Gonzales? 18 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Alfieri? 20 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Castellanos? 22 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mitchell? 24 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Solis? 1 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 3 

  Next item is item number 12 [sic], discussion and 4 

action by the Board regarding the proposal to partially 5 

suspend the CHRB Emergency Rule 1843.5, Medication, Drugs 6 

and Other Substances Permitted After Entry in a Race, 7 

pursuant to CHRB Rule 1406, Suspension of Rule. 8 

  As most of you are aware, we passed a rule last 9 

month that’s basically unworkable.  So what we’re asking 10 

you to do is to consider suspending those rules so that we 11 

can accommodate what actually is doable on the backside and 12 

give us time to rewrite the original rule. 13 

  Mr. Baedeker, maybe you can explain it better 14 

than I can? 15 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Thank you, Mr. 16 

Chairman. 17 

  This rule became effective a few weeks ago and 18 

parts of it were terribly misunderstood by the working 19 

people on the backside.  It created a great deal of 20 

confusion.  Thankfully, the stakeholders, the racetracks, 21 

the trainers’ organization got together and worked out a 22 

working relationship.  The track changed the period of time 23 

before the taking of entries on race day. 24 

  And -- but anyhow, in working with Legal Staff, 25 
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Staff has come up with a resolution to the problem.  I’ll 1 

defer on the particulars to Amanda Drummond and, as needed, 2 

Mr. Brodnik and Dr. Arthur. 3 

  MR. BRODNIK:  Good morning, Commissioners.  4 

Robert Brodnik, California Horse Racing Board. 5 

  This agenda item addresses a concern that was 6 

raised by the horsemen after the adoption of emergency 7 

regulations amending Rule 1843.5.  Specifically, the 8 

emergency amendment modified the definition of entry from 9 

48 hours prior to post time to midnight the day entries are 10 

closed.  Because it misstates some entries close as much as 11 

five days out from a race, there were concerns by horsemen 12 

that the new amendment prohibited them from administering 13 

feed supplements, electrolytes, and other medications or 14 

substances up to five days out from the race. 15 

  CHRB Rule 1406, Suspension of a Rule, allows the 16 

Board, for good cause, to temporarily suspend any of its 17 

rules upon any condition it may impose.  Should the Board 18 

desire to utilize Rule 1406, I believe the Board could 19 

suspend a portion of Rule 1483.5 upon any condition it 20 

wishes to impose.  The Board could impose a condition that 21 

the prior text, which had been in effect defining entry as 22 

48 hours before post time or the running of the race, be 23 

reinstituted. 24 

  Thank you. 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  80 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Dr. Arthur? 1 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes.  I 2 

certainly agree that the variation in entry time causes too 3 

much confusion and too much opportunity for people to make 4 

mistakes and not understand what’s allowed and what isn’t. 5 

 So I’m in favor of returning to the 48-hour definition of 6 

entry. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Question or comments from the 8 

Commissioners?  9 

  How this original bill that we approved last 10 

month got through the process without anybody raising 11 

objections is surprising to me that none of us were 12 

probably paying sufficient attention.  The rule as we 13 

passed it is basically unworkable.  So we worked very hard 14 

between the tracks and the TOC and CTT to come up with a 15 

solution to allow us to keep things under control and make 16 

it workable.  So I’m hoping we can pass this resolution and 17 

then move on to the wording of the -- on the next agenda 18 

item of the new rule. 19 

  Do we have any questions from the Board?  20 

  Operator, do we have anybody in the queue? 21 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do.  We will now go to Bonnie 22 

Croker, a private citizen. 23 

  Please go ahead. 24 

  MS. CROKER:  Yes.  Good morning.  Thank you for 25 
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taking my call. 1 

  Regarding paying sufficient attention related to 2 

medication, who is overseeing the administration of the 3 

drugs, as well as the associated regulations?  As Martha 4 

Sullivan asked, are the labs even open?  You’re coming up 5 

with new regulatory decisions but who is going to enforce 6 

them when you’re operating on mostly skeleton crews, as you 7 

should be, of course? 8 

  Thank you. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  10 

  Is there anybody else in the queue? 11 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  We will now go to Heather 12 

Hyde. 13 

  Please go ahead. 14 

  MS. HYDE:  Hello.  This is Heather Hyde, again, 15 

concerned citizen. 16 

  So it seems like the question is to do or not to 17 

do?  Well, why use drugs?  Drugs are not even permissible 18 

in any other sport.  It’s considered illegal and you would 19 

be barred and banned.  20 

  So let’s just get rid of the drugs.  There won’t 21 

be any confusion on to inject, to not inject, to kill, to 22 

not kill.  This should not even be a factor in any life, 23 

any living life.  You’re putting their life on the line by 24 

giving them drugs. 25 
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  Why do you think the FDA is so heavily regulated? 1 

Why is it so different from humans versus animals? 2 

  My vet gave my dog medication because he just had 3 

ACL surgery, Tramadol for pain.  I had to sign some 4 

document because people get addicted to that. 5 

  Horse do not have any jurisdiction in this.  You 6 

do.  Please be responsible.  Do not make these animals take 7 

drugs.  They would not be like a junkie, injecting 8 

themselves with things. 9 

  Somebody had mentioned before, Alex Solis,  10 

about -- or somebody did about them needing certain things. 11 

They don’t need drugs. 12 

  I mean, why don’t we take each one of you and 13 

drug you up and run you and whip you every day?  Why don’t 14 

you think about that? 15 

  I hope when you go to sleep at night you think 16 

about all these atrocities that are being done to animals 17 

because I know that I do. 18 

  Thank you very much. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have any more in the queue? 20 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We did have one additional 21 

person enter the queue and that is coming from Nancy 22 

Mitchell, a citizen in California. 23 

  Please go ahead. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  25 
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  MS. MITCHELL:  Hi.  Good morning again to the 1 

Board.  My name is Nancy Mitchell, a concerned citizen.  2 

And I think these are very valid points that have been 3 

made. 4 

  Obviously, any time you administer a drug, again, 5 

we need to know if the laboratories right now, you know, 6 

your main reference labs for veterinary and tech and some 7 

of the others are even open during this time of crisis? 8 

  The other determination that is also valid that 9 

needs to be made is are the track veterinarians making this 10 

determination of what horses need drugs administered? And, 11 

again, are these drugs, what I’ve determined, quote 12 

unquote, “medically necessary?”  By medically necessary, we 13 

mean for the health and well-being of the animal in 14 

question, not as merely a performance-enhancing drug in 15 

order to make this horse perform better? 16 

  And I think that’s a very valid distinction which 17 

I’m sure your veterinarians, you know, on the track, taking 18 

the Hippocratic Oath would agree with, and I think that’s a 19 

very, very valid concern.  And I do believe the Board needs 20 

to really seriously address, you know, this question. 21 

  Thank you very much. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  To clarify, our labs are open and 23 

operating.  All horses that would normally be tested are 24 

being tested currently.  25 
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  Secondly, the whole purpose of this particular 1 

issue is to ensure that no drugs are given to the horses 2 

within 48 hours of a race, regardless of whether they are 3 

for -- regardless of the purpose given.  No drugs are 4 

allowed within 48 hours of a race. 5 

  Any comments or questions from the Board? 6 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 7 

Castellanos.  Question. 8 

  So as far as the current practice that they’ve 9 

agreed to, that’s going to be put in writing and presented 10 

to us next month? 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  That’s correct.  Basically, what 12 

we’re trying to do is get to the situation where whether a 13 

horse is racing or working, that’s a 48-hour rule, so no 14 

medications can be given to the horses within 48 horses, be 15 

there a work or a race. 16 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  (Indiscernible.) 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  That’s all they’re trying to 18 

achieve. 19 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Thank you. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other questions from the 21 

Board?  Do we have a motion to adopt this suspension 22 

approval? 23 

  MR. MARTEN:  There’s two in the queue. 24 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We will go now to 25 
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our next caller.  That is Martha Sullivan. 1 

  Please go ahead. 2 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  This is Martha Sullivan again.  I 3 

appreciate the answer about the labs being open for these 4 

tests. 5 

  My next point is, is that we know from news 6 

accounts that manufacturers and other businesses are being 7 

repurposed to the public health priority of like 8 

manufacturer ventilators and other equipment and supplies 9 

that are needed for this crisis. 10 

  So I would make a point of how reasonable, how 11 

ethical, how, you know, realistic is it for these labs to 12 

be used to test for drugs in racehorses?   13 

  These labs ought to be refocused to doing chest, 14 

proposed, particularly for the people that are working at 15 

these tracks, they should be repurposed for, you know, the 16 

research and the testing that’s being done to try to 17 

develop treatments for this plague.  18 

  I mean, this industry, you are so narcissistic 19 

and self-centered.  It’s becoming painfully, painfully, and 20 

just about criminally apparent.  21 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  And, Chairman, we do have one 22 

additional caller in queue.  That will come from Nancy 23 

Mitchell, a concerned citizen in California. 24 

  Please go ahead. 25 
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  MS. MITCHELL:  Hi.  Again, this is Nancy 1 

Mitchell, concerned citizen.  And thank you, again, for 2 

clarifying Martha Sullivan’s question regarding if the labs 3 

are open.  But, with all due respect, you only answered 4 

part of the question here. 5 

  The other question, which is a valid 6 

determination, rather that the person or an animal being 7 

administered a drug, is this drug medically necessary?  And 8 

by medically necessary, the determination has to be made, 9 

is the animal’s life at stake?  Is this a life-and-death 10 

matter?  Or, again, is this strictly a performance-11 

enhancing medication being dispersed for that reason?  And 12 

I think I’d like you to address that, please, because it’s 13 

a very, very valid concern.  I mean, none of us take the 14 

administering of drugs lightly, or I would hope we 15 

wouldn’t. 16 

  Thank you.  17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions or comments from the 18 

Board?  Can we have a motion to approve? 19 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 20 

Castellanos’ motion. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 22 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Second by Commissioner 23 

Alfieri. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 25 
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  Commissioner Gonzales? 1 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 3 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 5 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 7 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 9 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  We move on to item number 11 

13 [sic], Discussion and action and action by the Board 12 

regarding the proposed amendments of CHRB Rule 1843.3, 13 

Penalties for Medication Violations; CHRB Rule 1843.5, 14 

Medication, Drugs, and Other Substances Permitted After 15 

Entry in a Race; and CHRB Rule 1844, Authorized Medication, 16 

to codify the Board’s prior temporary suspension of 17 

authorized medication for all horses participating in all 18 

licensed horse racing meetings. 19 

  Dr. Arthur, Dr. Brodnik -- or Mr. Brodnik 20 

probably want to comment on this? 21 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  That’s actually me, Chairman 22 

Ferraro.  It’s Amanda Drummond, Policy and Regulations 23 

Manager again.  So since this is in relation -- 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Sorry, Amanda. 25 
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  MS. DRUMMOND:  You’re totally fine.  Don’t worry 1 

about it. 2 

  So since this is in relation to the last agenda 3 

item and it’s, you know, a little confusing, I’m going to 4 

give a brief history on this. 5 

  So in March of 2019 the Board did suspend 11 6 

medications pursuant to Board Rule 1844.1.  That rule does 7 

allow for medications to be suspended for up to a 12-month 8 

period. 9 

  Following that meeting, in June of 2019 the Board 10 

did direct Staff to initiate the rulemaking package, which 11 

is this package, and that would codify those suspensions, 12 

so that is that rulemaking. 13 

  However, at the January meeting, we realized that 14 

there was going to be an overlap between the suspensions 15 

and this final package being completed, which is when we 16 

did that emergency regulation to bridge that gap.  And that 17 

emergency regulation went into effect on February 26th. 18 

  It was also at the February meeting that we 19 

struck that subsection (g) from 1843.5 to be consistent 20 

with the approved emergency regulations and that would 21 

require a 15-day notice from this package. 22 

  As we discussed following the meeting, there were 23 

concerns raised about the definition of enter to race on 24 

the approval of the packages.  And so we actually held off 25 
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on issuing that 15-day notice following that February 1 

meeting, just so we could do one complete 15-day notice 2 

because we understood we’d probably have to change the 3 

definition of 15-day notice in this package as well. 4 

  So it is here for your consideration to see if we 5 

would like to change the definition of entered in the 6 

complete package as well. 7 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes.  This is 8 

Dr. Arthur.  And what Amanda is talking about is reverting 9 

1843.5(a) to the original language, and that would as -- 10 

this rule is -- in this rule, “A horse is deemed entered in 11 

a race 48 hours before post time of the running of the 12 

race.” 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions or comments from 14 

the Board? 15 

  Do we have a queue on this, Operator? 16 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do have one individual in 17 

queue.  That is Heather Hyde. 18 

  Please go ahead. 19 

  MS. HYDE:  Hi.  I’m sorry.  Are we talking about 20 

agenda number 13? 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  We are. 22 

  MS. HYDE:  Okay.  Yeah.  I wanted to just see -- 23 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Hey, on -- 24 

  MS. HYDE:  -- about the public hearing.  This is 25 
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Heather Hyde.  I’m a concerned citizen. 1 

  I know that you have some court dates for the 2 

people that are in violation for at the end of April and 3 

May.  It’s Owner-Trainer Oscar Heredia delegated his 4 

training duties -- 5 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Ma’am, excuse me. 6 

  MS. HYDE:  -- for a horse he owns. 7 

  Yes? 8 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Yeah.  I think 9 

we’re not yet on 13.  This is agenda item number 12. 10 

  MS. HYDE:  Okay.  Let’s see.  Well, okay, I’ll 11 

just say, I hope you guys make the right decision. 12 

  Thank you very much. 13 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  And, Chairman, we have no 14 

further callers in queue. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Oh, I’m confused, Rick. 16 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Yes, Mr. Chairman, 17 

on number 11 we addressed -- 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah. 19 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- the emergency 20 

rule that, really, was a stopgap measure that caused all 21 

the problems that we described. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Right. 23 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  And so you have the 24 

authority under CHRB Rule 1406 to suspend that rule on 25 
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conditions that you imposed.  That’s finished. 1 

  Now we’re going back to, actually, a rule that 2 

was started a year ago and that’s when the Board took 3 

emergency action to suspend the permitted thresholds for 4 

medications.  But at the same time the Board had to move a 5 

new revised rule that would replace the one that had been, 6 

effectively, suspended.  That has been moving through the 7 

pipeline, was modified, and then Staff will correct me here 8 

if I’m wrong, was modified at a previous meeting.  And it’s 9 

coming back to you after a 15-day -- a subsequent 15-day 10 

public notice. 11 

  There is additional language for you to consider 12 

today that Amanda Drummond described that would permanently 13 

change the entry time to 48 hours -- or the, I’m sorry, the 14 

restricted time for administration of medications to 48 15 

hours before post time.  That’s in 1843.5. 16 

  So two -- that’s why it’s confusing.  The number 17 

11 was really a stopgap measure that was put into place, so 18 

12 is now -- will be the final rule that will hit the books 19 

once you are satisfied with it. 20 

  I think we’re -- let me ask Amanda, Amanda -- 21 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Um-hmm. 22 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- if the Board 23 

adopts the language that you described in 1843.5, then this 24 

language will have to go back out for 15-day public 25 
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comment; is that correct? 1 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Correct.  Yeah.  So we didn’t do 2 

the first 15 days from February because we got those 3 

comments quite quickly after that meeting.  So I directed 4 

Staff to hold off on that because I was fairly certain we 5 

were going to have to do another one and I wanted to just 6 

incorporate all the changes into one.  So we didn’t do the 7 

original 15-day striking (g), so I’m going to do one 15-day 8 

incorporating striking (g) from the February meeting. And 9 

if the Board chooses to modify (a), modifying (a), as well. 10 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  All right.  So 11 

simply stated, if they make that choice to modify -- 12 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Um-hmm. 13 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- as you 14 

described, then the entire packet will go back out for a 15 

15-day review, the changes at least, the proposed changes, 16 

go back out for 15-day review.  At that time, if -- 17 

depending on what happens in public comment, this then can 18 

finally be codified; is that correct? 19 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Correct.  Yeah.  And we’re hoping 20 

for some time in mid-May. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  22 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  And, Dr. Ferraro, if you’re 23 

confused in terms of the numbering, I think it’s because in 24 

your packet, this is falling under tab 13, but it’s because 25 
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we struck number 7 from the packet because it was a 1 

presentation and there was no way for us to do a 2 

presentation via teleconference, so that might be why 3 

there’s some confusion. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I think that’s the problem, yeah. 5 

 Yeah. 6 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  All right. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have comments or questions 8 

from the Board please? 9 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 10 

Castellanos.  Question. 11 

  So if I understand this correctly, and which I 12 

think I do, all we’re doing is just correcting the domino 13 

effect of what was done on the previous, I guess number 13 14 

or 12, whichever one it was, and all we’re doing is making 15 

that correction moving forward; correct? 16 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  This is Dr. 17 

Arthur.  That is correct. 18 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Okay. 19 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  We’re going back 20 

to the original language on 1843.5.  That will end up, when 21 

it goes out for 15-day notice, unchanged from what it was 22 

originally. 23 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Got it.  24 

Understandable.  Castellanos moves. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other -- Damascus, did you 1 

have a motion? 2 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes, sir.  Mr. 3 

Castellanos’ motion. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 5 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Alfieri.  I’ll second. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 7 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 8 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 10 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 12 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 14 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 16 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Thank you. 18 

  All right, now we go to 13, discussion and action 19 

by the Board regarding the proposed amendments to CHRB Rule 20 

1843.3, Penalties for Medication Violations; CHRB Rule 21 

1843.5, Medication, Drugs, and Other Substances Permitted 22 

After Entry in a Race; and CHRB Rule 1844, Authorized 23 

Medication, to codify the Board’s prior temporary 24 

suspension of authorized medications for all horses 25 
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participating in all licensed horse racing meetings [sic]. 1 

  Amanda, are you going to explain this one to us 2 

also? 3 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Yes, I am.  Okay, so this one is 4 

relatively straightforward.  So this is Amanda Drummond, 5 

Policy and Regulations Manager again. 6 

  So this is an amendment to Rule 1503.  This would 7 

require that individuals hold and Assistant Trainer license 8 

in good standing for at least one year as a prerequisite -- 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Wait. 10 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  -- for obtaining a -- 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Wait.  Wait a minute.  Wait a 12 

minute, Amanda, we’re not talking about the same one.  13 

You’re talking about 14. 14 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Mr. Chairman, we 15 

have the same confusion caused by the fact that we had an 16 

amended notice of meeting that was sent out -- 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Oh, okay. 18 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- that, 19 

apparently, is not in your Board book.  So what you read is 20 

the item that was just voted on.  Now we’re moving to what 21 

on the amended notice of meeting is number 13.  And it’s 22 

the one that relates to the qualifications for license as 23 

trainer or assistant trainer. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You guys need to get me a guide 25 
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dog.  I’m having trouble.  Okay. 1 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Oh, sorry about 2 

that. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I’ll read it again, Amanda. 4 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Sorry about this 5 

confusion. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  And then you can clarify it.  7 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  No problem. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Public hearing and action by the 9 

Board regarding the proposed amendment to CHRB Rule 1503, 10 

Qualifications for a License as a Trainer or Assistant 11 

Trainer, to require that individuals hold an Assistant 12 

Trainer license in good standing for at least one year as a 13 

prerequisite for a Trainer license. 14 

  Now, Amanda -- 15 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  All right. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- go ahead. 17 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  So, yes, this is Amanda Drummond, 18 

Policy and Regulations Manager. 19 

  So this is an amendment to Rule 1503.  This would 20 

require that individuals hold an Assistant Trainer license 21 

in good standing for at least one year as a prerequisite to 22 

obtaining a Trainer license.  And it would also modify 23 

additional requirements for taking the Trainer’s license 24 

test. 25 
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  So the 45-day comment period has closed and no 1 

comments were received during that comment period. 2 

  And I’m here if you have any questions? 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board?  4 

  Do we have a queue on this? 5 

  MR. MARTEN:  There’s a queue. 6 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes, we do have Heather Hyde 7 

with us, a concerned citizen. 8 

  Please go ahead. 9 

  MS. HYDE:  Hello again.  Heather Hyde, concerned 10 

citizen. 11 

  It just seems like there’s a tomfoolery and 12 

clowning around that goes on.  This is serious stuff.  13 

We’re talking about lives in the hands of not only you on 14 

the Board but also on the track.  And, I mean, I don’t know 15 

how you guys are handling real life.  If you’re having a 16 

hard time even following along with this agenda, you know? 17 

  18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do you have any questions -- 19 

  MS. HYDE:  So -- 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- regarding the licensure of a 21 

trainer? 22 

  MS. HYDE:  Yes, I do. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  This off topic -- 24 

  MS. HYDE:  So you have -- 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- of the agenda item. 1 

  MS. HYDE:  You have -- 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, let me -- 3 

  MS. HYDE:  Yes, this is the agenda.  I was 4 

leading up to that. 5 

  So I don’t know who really receives this but I 6 

also see you have hearing dates on May 1st and April 27th 7 

for supposed licensed horse owners and trainers, Mario 8 

Garcia, Trainer Antonio Garcia, and Owner-Trainer Oscar 9 

Heredia.  It seems like they’ve breached some violations 10 

and breached their duties.  So it just seems like there’s a 11 

lot of belly flopping going on and nobody really overseeing 12 

stuff. 13 

  So, you know, it’s a big concern that things are 14 

not being actively pursued or regulated.  You know, these 15 

are the lives of animals.  So we’ve got Mario Garcia, a 16 

licensed owner actively training a horse without -- 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Heather? 18 

  MS. HYDE:  -- a Trainer’s license. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Heather?  Heather, excuse me, 20 

we’re talking about qualifications to get a Trainer’s 21 

license.  We’re not talking about -- 22 

  MS. HYDE:  And I’m -- 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- violations and hearings or 24 

something else. 25 
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  MS. HYDE:  Well, I’m talking -- it’s the same 1 

thing.  These are the same people that supposedly have 2 

their license or have the license or no license and they’re 3 

being -- they have a hearing date with you guys. 4 

  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 5 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Mr. Chairman, I 6 

think it’s -- 7 

  MS. HYDE:  So -- 8 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- inappropriate 9 

for the Board to hear any comments on a pending case.  You 10 

are, eventually, the judges.  And I don’t think -- 11 

  MS. HYDE:  It’s on -- 12 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- it’s fair  13 

to -- 14 

  MS. HYDE:  -- it’s on public -- 15 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- anything to 16 

be -- 17 

  MS. HYDE:  -- it’s on -- 18 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- anything -- 19 

anything to prejudice -- 20 

  MS. HYDE:  You’re taking up my minute. 21 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- the Board. 22 

  MS. HYDE:  You’re taking up my minutes.  There’s 23 

no prejudice.  It’s clear on the record. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you, Operator. 25 
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  MS. HYDE:  It’s noted. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Let’s go on.  Anybody else in the 2 

queue? 3 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  No, sir, not at this time. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Comments from the Board?  Do we 5 

have a motion to approve this item? 6 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis.  Move. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I’ll second.  Commissioner 8 

Ferraro votes yes. 9 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 10 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 12 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 14 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 16 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Alex Solis? 18 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Motion approved. 20 

  Now 14, if I’m correct, please correct me if I’m 21 

not, is a public hearing and action by the Board regarding 22 

the proposed amendment to CHRB Rule 1844, Veterinarian 23 

Report, to require such reports to be submitted 24 

electronically. 25 
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  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Mr. Chairman, 1 

Dr. Arthur, Equine Medical Director. 2 

  This is a need that the Board has had for a very, 3 

very long time.  As you know, from many years ago, even 4 

when you and I started practicing, we were required to 5 

produce treatment records to the official veterinarian.  6 

They’re handwritten.  They’re hard to read.  They’re very 7 

difficult to -- or impossible to search, almost impossible. 8 

It takes a long time when we try to review a case or to 9 

review a medication violation. 10 

  And what we’re doing here is requiring that the 11 

treatment reports be submitted electronically.  That will 12 

allow us to search by day, by horse, by trainer, by drug 13 

treatment, by track.  And the system has all horses in it, 14 

except Standardbreds, and a system that already has in it 15 

the pedigree, the markings, the tattoo, microchip, race 16 

record, work tab, and everything else. 17 

  Is it perfect?  Certainly, from the Board’s 18 

perspective, it gives us all the information that we’ve 19 

wanted for a long time.  Is it a hassle for the 20 

practitioners to set up?  Yes, it is, but having been 21 

Chairman of the Board of the Medical Clinic at CTHF back in 22 

the -- or back last decade when we moved to electronic 23 

records, the physicians didn’t want to do that either.  24 

  Once it’s set up it becomes a lot more easier to 25 
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do.  And there are options for veterinarians to figure out 1 

or have a vendor that can download their treatments, either 2 

into the billing program or vice versa. 3 

  So it is something that I think we need to move 4 

forward.  It is a real challenge to go through virtually 5 

40, 50 pages of handwritten notes and try to pick up 6 

treatments of concern.  This would allow us to review these 7 

in a more timely manner and make it less challenging for 8 

the official veterinarians and their secretaries to review 9 

all the treatments on horses that are entered to race. 10 

  So I certainly encourage the Board to move this 11 

forward. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  This database that they’re 13 

entering this in, this is an established database already? 14 

And who’s data is this? 15 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  It’s actually 16 

housed within the InCompass system for -- or, actually, the 17 

Jockey Club information system.  It is confidential.  We 18 

can limit access to it to only CHRB designees.  For 19 

example, the 1842 requires that the Board keep this 20 

information confidential unless in the action of or 21 

exercise of the Board’s jurisdiction.  So we have control 22 

over who has access to it, just like we do the veterinary 23 

confidentials today.  It’s being provided at no charge to 24 

the industry.  Several other states are looking at this as 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  103 

well. 1 

  And I don’t know if Samantha Smith or Kristin 2 

Werner from the Jockey Club are on the line or not, they 3 

can explain it further.  It’s been trialed.  Obviously, 4 

veterinarians don’t want to have to enter their data twice 5 

into their billing system and into this system but there 6 

are different ways to get that data in there. 7 

  What we need, as a regulatory agency, is we need 8 

to be able to search the treatment data that we have to 9 

make sure that treatments are being done appropriately, 10 

that we can review treatment records of horses.  It’s 11 

particularly important for the panel in reviewing horses 12 

that are entered and anything that you can imagine that is 13 

related to treatments that are provided to horses within 14 

the inclosure. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Comments or questions from the 16 

Board please?  17 

  Do we have a queue on this, Operator? 18 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do.  We will now go to Dr. 19 

Jeff Blea -- I’m sorry -- a private physician. 20 

  Please go ahead. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Good morning, Dr. Blea. 22 

  DR. BLEA:  Chairman, Board, thank you for the 23 

opportunity.  My name is Jeff Blea.  I’m a private 24 

practitioner here at Santa Anita.  And I am in complete 25 
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agreement with the spirit of the modification of 1842, to 1 

go to electronic, for all the reasons Dr. Arthur mentioned. 2 

 Not only do you create a very good database on the animals 3 

here, but it allows us to do some epidemiological studies 4 

and work that would benefit the health and the welfare of 5 

the racehorse, especially here in Southern California. 6 

  That being said, Samantha Smith was the 7 

individual who wrote the program.  I, personally, beta 8 

tested this program for many, many months, along with 9 

Samantha Smith and Kristin of the Jockey Club.  It took a 10 

lot of time, a lot of effort.  Samantha did a yeoman’s job 11 

putting this program together. 12 

  This program was built based upon my practice, 13 

how I do things in practice, the abbreviations, the codes 14 

that are used in our practice to go written to electronic. 15 

We’ve modified it numerous times, like I said, beta tested 16 

it over many, many months.  Several other practitioners 17 

around the country were asked to beta test it.  They all 18 

bailed out because it was too complex and too time 19 

consuming.  As we grew the beta test and Samantha refined 20 

the program, redesigned the program, we got up to the point 21 

where it is today. 22 

  At the onset, there were two requests that made, 23 

one, it has to be user friendly to get practitioners to do 24 

it and, two, you have to be able to incorporate it into our 25 
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medical record billing systems.  Otherwise, we’d be doing 1 

the same work twice, one for the regulatory group, one for 2 

our medical records only. 3 

  The program, as good as it is -- and I’m not 4 

(indiscernible) the program, I support the program -- could 5 

fall short of meeting the requirements of both the 6 

regulatory officials and the practitioners.  It does not 7 

allow us to fulfill our medical record requirements, nor 8 

our billing operations with the program. 9 

  So I met with Samantha a few weeks ago.  She was 10 

out here during the regulatory vets meeting.  We met.  I 11 

talked to her.  I explained to her that I think we’re one 12 

step short with the Jockey Club program, which is at no 13 

cost to CHRB, one step short of having the perfect, ideal 14 

program. 15 

  My suggestion to Samantha at the time was where 16 

the program fits perfectly would be in the receiving barn 17 

or in the CHRB official vet’s office, whereby there’s a 18 

single data entry person who would receive our 19 

confidentials, as they normally do under Rule 1842.  That 20 

individual would enter the data from our confidentials 21 

electronically, send it back to us to verify it within 24 22 

hours.  We would be filling out one set of records, both 23 

for the CHRB and for our medical and billing records, to 24 

accomplish that.  It would require an individual to be on 25 
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salary to perform that task but, as a data entry person, 1 

they would have access to all the different practice codes 2 

because every practice uses a different software, as you 3 

all know that have practiced back here or in veterinary 4 

medicine, and all those softwares are all different 5 

languages. 6 

  But if the veterinarians can provide codes for 7 

their particular software entries, just as we do now to the 8 

official vets who review these, and the secretaries, it 9 

would make it a seamless transition.  The only cost would 10 

be a salaried person of the official vet’s office to do the 11 

data entry, thus allowing this program to suit both the 12 

regulatory needs and the practitioner needs. 13 

  Thank you. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Dr. Blea? 15 

  DR. BLEA:  Yes, sir? 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  So what you’re saying is you 17 

don’t think this is workable as it is; is that what I’m 18 

hearing? 19 

  DR. BLEA:  That is correct.  I don’t think it’s 20 

where it needs to be just yet.  I think it potentially 21 

could be but I don’t think it’s there yet. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  So if we were to move forward 23 

with it, you think it would -- people would be out of 24 

compliance most of the time; is that correct? 25 
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  DR. BLEA:  I think you’re going to have problems 1 

with compliance because, number one, it’s going to take 2 

some sort of iPad or some sort of computer model in your 3 

vehicle to enter data real time.  Number two, you need 4 

internet access.  You cannot do this offline.  Number 5 

three, I think it’s like anything else, what you put into 6 

it is what you get out of it. 7 

  So I think if you had a better system, you’d have 8 

better compliance, which I think compliance is necessary 9 

for this to be a successful program. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  So you made the statement that a 11 

single data entry person would be preferable so that they 12 

could take your confidentials?  And you think, given the 13 

limited budget of the CHRB and the state, do you think the 14 

practitioners could form an association to hire and pay for 15 

this person? 16 

  DR. BLEA:  I can’t speak for them but I think 17 

it’s something that would be willing -- we’d be willing to 18 

put on the table. 19 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Mr. Chairman, this 20 

is Rick Baedeker.  21 

  I’ll just insert here that keep in mind, we’d be 22 

talking about four of these individuals, one at each 23 

racetrack, night and day. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions or comments from 25 
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the Board Members? 1 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yeah.  This is 2 

Dr. Arthur again. 3 

  I certainly understand where Jeff -- Dr. Blea is 4 

coming from.  I will say that the system does download -- 5 

can download whatever is put into it into various formats 6 

that could be uploaded into individual billing programs.  7 

The developers actually looked at that.  Unfortunately, 8 

there’s no one billing program at more than ten percent of 9 

the racetrack practitioners use.  So you can’t -- you 10 

basically have to model that for each individual billing 11 

program.  It is possible.  Whether the vendor of the 12 

billing program provides that or the CHRB provides -- or 13 

this program provides that, it’s really the cost of 14 

development. 15 

  The real issue is, certainly, who enters the 16 

data?  And that’s what we’re really talking about.  Some 17 

veterinarians today have their assistants enter the data 18 

into the veterinary confidentials, and whether they could 19 

do this as well, I don’t want to get into practice 20 

management issues.  21 

  But the real issue for us is that we have piles 22 

and piles of medication data that we cannot analyze, we 23 

cannot review, we cannot check.  24 

  So the question is, is when we’re going to move 25 
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this forward with this?  This is a program that’s been 1 

developed at no cost to the industry.  And the real issue 2 

is, you know, when are we going to try to finally make that 3 

step?  It is -- it will be inconvenient.  But I will tell 4 

you, right now the official veterinarian’s secretary enters 5 

the data into the CHRB Crysis (phonetic) system and then to 6 

the InCompass system for our vet list data. 7 

  Our veterinarians are now using tablets out when 8 

they do their examinations so that we can get those -- that 9 

information recorded into a shareable database when we 10 

actually evaluate horses for soundness and when horses 11 

transmit -- transfer from one track to the other track. 12 

  So all -- if we are going to do the best we can 13 

to improve the health and safety of horses, we need to get 14 

into the 21st century and we have to have an electronic 15 

database.  It’s not going to be done next week.  It’s not 16 

going to be done the week after that. 17 

  Once we require this, people are going to have to 18 

learn how to adapt and make it work.  This works for the 19 

regulatory agency.  This works for the official 20 

veterinarians. 21 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Mr. Chairman, I 22 

might add -- this is Rick Baedeker -- I might add that the 23 

Board is being asked whether or not they want to move this 24 

language to 45-day public comment.  And as we all know, 25 
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from start to finish, to get a rule on the books, we’re 1 

talking about, probably, at least nine months.  The Board 2 

also has the ability at that point to request a date 3 

specific for implementation should there be some logistical 4 

issues.  So I know that this has been in the works for more 5 

than two years, I think, and we can’t wait forever. 6 

  As Dr. Arthur said, from a regulatory standpoint, 7 

we need to do a better -- we need to have more capabilities 8 

for analyzing the administrations of these medications on a 9 

daily basis rather than, basically, searching what amounts 10 

to file cards.  So we need to, in my opinion, having worked 11 

with Dr. Arthur on this, I think the Board can consider 12 

this timeframe, that much can be done between now and the 13 

time that it finally will become effective. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Comments or questions from the 15 

Board?  16 

  You will notice in your package, you have another 17 

veterinarian expressing objections, Kathy Canfield, similar 18 

to what Dr. Blea mentioned.  19 

  Do we have a queue on this? 20 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  We will next go to 21 

Samantha Smith with the Jockey Club. 22 

  Please go ahead. 23 

  MS. SMITH:  Hi.  This is -- 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Good morning, Samantha. 25 
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  MS. SMITH:  Good morning.  So I think Dr. Arthur 1 

and Dr. Blea, they’ve described the system really well.  2 

And when I talked with Dr. Blea, I understand his comments, 3 

too, about the entry aspect of it. 4 

  In the development side of the program, it is 5 

ready to go.  And however that gets implemented, it’s, 6 

basically, it’s built and ready to go.  And each individual 7 

veterinarian that would be entering, they have their own 8 

set of data that like they cannot see other veterinarians 9 

information, and they can also program the codes, so the 10 

billing codes that they want to enter by, that can all be 11 

set up on the backend as well so that when they’re going 12 

through and, you know, saying a drug, they don’t have to 13 

type out the whole entire drug.  They can just, as they’ve 14 

been doing on the daily confidentials, they can just type 15 

in their code.  And then there’s ways to like bundle 16 

different groups of medications and things that they do on 17 

a regular basis for quicker entry. 18 

  So there’s been some shortcuts that have been 19 

added to ease the entry.  And so whenever someone decides 20 

to pick this up and implement this, I am available to help 21 

with all the initial setup as well. 22 

  So I think that’s the only comment that I have to 23 

say about the system so far. 24 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  And just to clarify, 25 
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Commissioners, this is Amanda Drummond, Policy and 1 

Regulations Manager again, this regulation is actually 2 

coming back from 45 days, so it’s actually at the end of 3 

the regulatory process.  So after this, if you approve it, 4 

it will actually be going to OAL.  And if they approve it, 5 

it will be effective relatively quickly. 6 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Oh, thank you, 7 

Amanda.  I’m sorry I missed that. 8 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  No problem. 9 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  So that’s an 10 

important point.  I retract what I said before about the 11 

timeframe.  So Amanda is correct then.  This is coming back 12 

to you for adoption. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Comments or questions from the 14 

Board please? 15 

  Do we have a motion? 16 

  MR. MARTEN:  There’s people in queue. 17 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Pardon me. 19 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes, sir, we will now move on to 20 

our next individual, and that is Heather Hyde, a concerned 21 

citizen. 22 

  Please go ahead. 23 

  MS. HYDE:  Hello.  My name is Heather Hyde and 24 

this is on topic for agenda number 14 in regards to 25 
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Veterinarian Report. 1 

  I do want to thank you, the CHRB, for filing 2 

complaints against eight people at Santa Anita, five of the 3 

eight which are veterinarians.  4 

  So please continue to make aware and put these 5 

people out and responsible for any type of violation that 6 

they are, you know, a part of.  So please keep with the 7 

animal welfare.  I know that these are legal cases, hearing 8 

dates that you have pending, but please have these 9 

veterinarians be accountable.  Don’t let it just be a slap 10 

on the wrist.  It doesn’t -- 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Heather -- 12 

  MS. HYDE:  -- necessarily -- 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Heather -- 14 

  MS. HYDE:  -- need to be -- 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- you’re off topic. 16 

  MS. HYDE:  -- them hanging on the cross.  No, 17 

it’s about -- 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Move on -- 19 

  MS. HYDE:  -- the Veterinarian Report. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- to the next person please. 21 

  MS. HYDE:  That is right here. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Let’s move on to the next person, 23 

Operator. 24 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We will now move on 25 
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to Josh Rubenstein of Del Mar. 1 

  Please go ahead. 2 

  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  This is Greg Avioli. 3 

  The question that the director of our TOC 4 

Medication Committee has asked me to raise is, is the 5 

interpretation of this rule that you’re considering is that 6 

there is only one system that could be used to transfer 7 

these records.  And it brings back memories of discussion 8 

in the last few months on allowing one particular type of 9 

crop versus allowing multiple ones because no one knows 10 

who’s going to end up with the best mousetrap. 11 

  So my one question is: If, in fact, that’s the 12 

correct reading of this, that it’s the system that you’re 13 

authorizing from -- that the Jockey Club has built for this 14 

system, could you slightly modify it to say that you need a 15 

system that’s approved by the CHRB and you are approving 16 

this one at this time but leave yourself the ability to 17 

authorize other electronic systems or apps that are 18 

developed in the future? 19 

  Thank you. 20 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  This is Dr. 21 

Arthur.  Let me address that. 22 

  The rule actually says using an electronic online 23 

form prescribed by the Board.  So I interpret that as 24 

meaning that the Board decides exactly what form that is. 25 
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  Just to be clear, this -- the data I this can be 1 

downloaded into various formats if, for example, the CHRB 2 

wanted to develop their own program or some other 3 

commercial program became available, so that you would be 4 

able to transfer the information to a different program. 5 

  I will say that virtually every racing track in 6 

the U.S. uses the InCompass program that is tied into this 7 

with the Equibase and all the other information that allows 8 

us to access the race records, the microchip number, the 9 

tattoo number, the markings, the breeding, and everything 10 

else that we have records on associated with this horse 11 

that would be important in terms of making health and 12 

regulatory-related decisions. 13 

  So I think, hopefully, that answers Greg’s 14 

concern.  We’re not married to this.  We’re not buying it. 15 

It’s not -- it doesn’t preclude somebody from coming up 16 

with a better mousetrap. 17 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  This is -- 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions or comments -- 19 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- Commissioner Alfieri. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- from the Board?   21 

  Dennis? 22 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yeah.  I just think this 23 

is great.  We’ve moving in a positive step forward.  And 24 

we’ve been talking about this a long time, this forum.  I 25 
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don’t know why we’re spending so much time on this today. 1 

Let’s just -- I fully support this.  And, obviously, it’s 2 

going to be modified over time but it’s a step in the right 3 

direction and we need it. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do you want to put that in the 5 

form of a motion? 6 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Well, I support.  You 7 

know, I move that we approve this motion. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Is there a second? 9 

  MR. MARTEN:  There’s two in queue. 10 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 11 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos.  Second. 12 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  All right.  We will move next to 13 

Martha Sullivan. 14 

  Please go ahead. 15 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  This is Martha Sullivan. 16 

  Back in January and February, both meetings, I 17 

brought up the fact that the emergency power to suspend 18 

races cites as one metric the above average number of 19 

injuries.  And we were told that -- 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Martha, we’re -- 21 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- injuries are tracked 22 

veterinarian -- 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- the subject is the -- 24 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- in the Veterinarian Report. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- electronic Veterinarian 1 

Report. 2 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  I’m getting to that.  3 

  Injuries are tracked in the Veterinarian Report, 4 

so are these going to be tracked in this system? 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Injuries are already -- 6 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  Are injuries going to be -- 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- tracked by the -- 8 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- tracked in this system? 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- official veterinarian.  10 

Injuries are already -- 11 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  So will injuries be tracked in 12 

this system?  I heard about medication -- 13 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  No.  Injuries -- 14 

this is Dr. Arthur. 15 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- but I didn’t hear anything 16 

about injuries. 17 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  This is Dr. 18 

Arthur.  The injuries are tracked on the vet’s list.  You 19 

can actually -- it’s a public list.  You can access that. 20 

Those are the injuries that are identified by the official 21 

veterinarian or the track veterinarian and they are a 22 

public document. 23 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  So we have to go backtrack -- 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any treatment -- 25 
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  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- five months -- 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- any -- 2 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- to identify injuries? 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Martha, any treatment that’s 4 

administered by the veterinarian to an injured horse will 5 

be in that record as part of the vet’s record.  The  6 

other -- 7 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  Okay.  That was my question. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  The injuries are also -- 9 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  If people would just answer. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- tracked by the official 11 

veterinarian. 12 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  But how is that data available in 13 

terms of you calculating an above average number of 14 

injuries? 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  It’s already tracked and it’s on 16 

our website. 17 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  So are you calculating an above 18 

average, you know, the average number of injuries? 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  If they are -- 20 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  You have a running average -- 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- above average then -- 22 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- of injuries? 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- you would calculate them.  24 

Yes. 25 
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  MS. SULLIVAN:  You have a running average of 1 

injuries? 2 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Martha, that data 3 

has been -- 4 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  And where is that available 5 

publicly? 6 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- there for years. 7 

It has compared -- you’re talking about above average, so 8 

we have a baseline for injuries and it’s not difficult to 9 

track them, and that’s currently being done. 10 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  And where is that available 11 

publicly? 12 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  It’s available to 13 

the veterinarian.  Thank you. 14 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  Where is it available --  15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  It’s available -- 16 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- publicly? 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- it’s available on the CHRB 18 

website. 19 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  The average is available?  The 20 

average number of injuries is available on the CHRB 21 

website? 22 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  No, it’s not, 23 

Martha.  There’s no requirement to post it on the website. 24 

It’s the responsibility of the official veterinarian. 25 
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  MS. SULLIVAN:  That’s what your emergency rule is 1 

based on. 2 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  The emergency rule 3 

requires -- 4 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  That’s what the emergency rule is 5 

based on -- 6 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- CHRB to keep -- 7 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- that was passed last year. 8 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- we do keep the 9 

data. 10 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  How could you not -- 11 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  We don’t have to 12 

publish it -- 13 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- use that? 14 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- on the website. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right, Operator, let’s move 16 

on. 17 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We have one 18 

additional caller and that is Denise Bolbol. 19 

  Please go ahead. 20 

  MS. BOLBOL:  So I say, welcome to the 21st 21 

century, that you’re making this electronic. 22 

  I think that concerns about connectivity are 23 

ridiculous.  I mean, we live in the modern world and that 24 

should not be an impediment to making sure these 25 
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veterinarian reports get reported timely. 1 

  And I request that this Board make these 2 

veterinarian reports available simultaneously online in a 3 

database situation where we can go on, as the public, and 4 

view them.  It’s very easy to add an algorithm to any form 5 

that could protect any private information, such as, you 6 

know, telephone number, that sort of thing.  But this 7 

information should be made immediately available to the 8 

public, as should all the information that this Board 9 

receives because you are supposed to be serving a public 10 

interest and the public has a very strong interest in this 11 

information.  That should be made immediately available. 12 

  So please make that a request to whoever designed 13 

this software system, that that should be made available on 14 

a website for the public to access so we can get it in a 15 

timely manner, within 24 hours. 16 

  Thank you. 17 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay. 19 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  There are no other callers. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  We have a motion.  We have a 21 

motion to adopt.  Commissioner Ferraro votes in favor 22 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 23 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  122 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 2 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 4 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 6 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay, we move on now.  I think I 8 

finally have the binder coordinated with the agenda.  9 

That’s a good thing. 10 

  So the next item is a public hearing and action 11 

by the Board regarding the proposed addition of CHRB Rule 12 

1842.5, Trainers to Maintain Medication Treatment Records, 13 

of all treatments given to a horse, including veterinary 14 

procedures performed and all medications administered, such 15 

records to be available for inspection by representatives 16 

of the CHRB in their official duties. 17 

  MR. BRODNIK:  Good morning, Chairman, Members of 18 

the Board.  Robert Brodnik, California Horse Racing Board. 19 

  Item 15 is a proposal to add Rule 1842.5 which, 20 

as mentioned, would require that the trainers maintain a 21 

record of all medication treatments administered to a horse 22 

under their care that occurs within the inclosure. 23 

  This proposal is back from the public comment 24 

period.  There were no public comments submitted.  The 25 
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Board is free to adopt this regulation as presented. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  To be clear, this regulation 2 

requires the trainers to maintain medication treatment 3 

records for the medications that they administer themselves 4 

or their employees administer.  It does not require them to 5 

keep a record of what the veterinarian -- their 6 

veterinarian has treated horses; is that correct? 7 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes.  This is 8 

Dr. Arthur. 9 

  MR. BRODNIK:  Robert Brodnik, California Horse 10 

Racing Board.  Oh. 11 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes. 12 

  MR. BRODNIK:  Yes, that is correct -- 13 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  That is correct. 14 

  MR. BRODNIK:  -- Commissioners. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any comments or questions from 16 

the Board?   17 

  Do we have a queue on this? 18 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  We will now go to Alan 19 

Balch with the California Thoroughbred Trainers. 20 

  Please go ahead. 21 

  MR. BALCH:  Alan Balch, CTT. 22 

  Just to be clear, just want to make sure we’re 23 

clear, we don’t object to this, trainer to maintain 24 

medication treatment records, and the agenda item says -- 25 
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oh, let me get it in front of me -- “of all treatments 1 

given to a horse, including veterinary procedures performed 2 

and all medications administered.” 3 

  So the question has been raised by some owners 4 

and trainer as to electrolytes, supplements, that kind of 5 

thing.  The way the body of the rule reads to me, it’s 6 

definitely medications, but I just wanted to be sure or 7 

maybe make a record of that.  8 

  Thank you. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Dr. Arthur? 10 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yeah.  This is 11 

Dr. Arthur.  12 

  The intention of this is to record all 13 

medications that would be prohibited substances or 14 

prescribed by veterinarians that are prohibited substances. 15 

  So the problem we run into all the time is that 16 

there’s no record of who gave that Acepromazine pill to the 17 

horse?  Who gave the clenbuterol?  These are oral.  These 18 

are prescribed by veterinarians.  They’re administered 19 

orally to the horse.  And many, many trainers, many 20 

trainers, actually, have very, very good records already.  21 

I just want to say that. 22 

  But there are many instances where there’s no 23 

record of who gave the horse, when and where, what the 24 

prescription was, who ordered the prescription.  And this 25 
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is just, frankly, it’s just good business practice and good 1 

trainer already do this. 2 

  And just as an aside, and I’m not recommending 3 

this, there is a commercial program that’s available that 4 

trainers can actually use to maintain records if they don’t 5 

want to keep a book or various ways to do this.  We’re not 6 

telling them how to do it because trainers, some trainers, 7 

already do this in different ways.  What we’re just telling 8 

them is that they have to have this information. 9 

  And this has been not only the fatality review at 10 

Santa Anita but it was an issue we run into in terms of 11 

medication violations all the time. 12 

  But to Alan’s question, the intent is that we 13 

have a record of those medications that are otherwise 14 

prohibited substances that require prescriptions. 15 

  MR. BALCH:  Thank you, Dr. Arthur.  So 16 

electrolytes, supplements and so forth that are 17 

administered in accordance with the rules at the timeframe, 18 

you wouldn’t have to put those down?  These are for the 19 

medications that are administered according to a 20 

prescription that trainers take care of? 21 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes, but just to 22 

be clear, if they go to the pharmacy and buy and over-the-23 

counter product that has lidocaine in it, they would be 24 

expected to report that. 25 
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  MR. BALCH:  Okay.  That’s important.  And we can 1 

work together offline in how we advise, in detail, because 2 

we want everyone to be in compliance with the rule.  And we 3 

agree with it completely.   4 

  Thank you. 5 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  We have a long queue.  And in the 7 

interest of time, Operator, I’m going to hold all client 8 

comments until we get to the end, item 17, so we can get 9 

this done in a timely manner. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do I have questions or comments 11 

from the Board regarding this rule?  Do we have a motion to 12 

approve? 13 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos.  Motion. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 15 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Solis.  Second.  Alex Solis 16 

seconds. 17 

  MR. BRODNIK: Commissioner --  18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 19 

  MR. BRODNIK:  -- or, excuse me, Chair -- 20 

Chairman, Robert Brodnik, California Horse Racing Board.  21 

Just want to clarify.  I was confused by your statement. 22 

  This is coming back from a 45-day, so we would 23 

need to take any public comment, if there was any. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah, and we’ll take it at the 25 
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end.   1 

  So where we are.  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 2 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 3 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 5 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 7 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 9 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  We don’t have to take 10 

public comment before we vote? 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Let’s take it at the end.  This 12 

is a minor deal here. 13 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  No. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  We’ll be here all day if we don’t 15 

get going. 16 

  Commissioner Solis? 17 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Our final item before public 19 

comment is Public hearing and action by the Board regarding 20 

the proposed amendment to CHRB Rule 1845, Authorized 21 

Bleeder Medication, to change the allowable dosage of 22 

furosemide that can be administered from not less than 150 23 

milligrams and not more than 500 milligrams to 250 24 

milligrams; and to prohibit the administration of 25 
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furosemide in foals born in 2018 and subsequent years. 1 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Good morning -- or afternoon, 2 

Commissioners.  This is Amanda Drummond, Policy and 3 

Regulations Manager again. 4 

  So this amendment in your packets would change 5 

the allowable dosage of Lasix that can be administered from 6 

no less than 150 milligrams to no more than 50 [sic] 7 

milligrams to 250, and prohibit the administration of Lasix 8 

to foals born in 2018 and subsequent years. 9 

  If you recall, I did email you yesterday an 10 

alternative amendment to the language that has been 11 

proposed, wherein subsection (a)(1) would be amended, and 12 

this would actually prohibit the use of Lasix for two-year-13 

old horses only.  So this medication would be authorized in 14 

older horses at a maximum level of 250 milligrams. 15 

  So this language is back from 45 days.  So if the 16 

Board did want to modify this new -- adopt this new 17 

language, we would send it out for a 15-day notice. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  So the change you’re talking 19 

about is the wording that says, “foals born in 2018 and 20 

subsequent years,” to limit it to just, “foals born in 21 

2018;” is that correct?  Is that what we’re -- 22 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Correct.  Yeah.  So currently, 23 

right now, subsection (a)(1), it says “furosemide is 24 

prohibited for foals of the 2018 crop -- of the 2018 crop 25 
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year end thereafter.”  And the proposed text is changed -- 1 

let me pull it up here -- to -- I’m going to mispronounce 2 

this, “furosemide is prohibited for two-year-olds.”  That 3 

is the proposed change.  If the Board wants to adopt that, 4 

it would go out for a 15-day notice. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Operator, can we get Mr. 6 

Rubenstein back on the phone? 7 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes, if he could please press 8 

star one? 9 

  We now have Del Mar on the line. 10 

  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Josh Rubenstein here. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Josh? 12 

  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Yes. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Can you speak to the reasoning 14 

behind changing it from -- 15 

  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Sure. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- foals born in 2018 -- 17 

  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Sure. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- to subsequent years to just 19 

limiting it to foals born in 2018? 20 

  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Sure.  Thank you, Commissioner 21 

Ferraro.  22 

  Yeah, this will -- the no Lasix for two-year-olds 23 

only is consistent with all tracks in the alliance that was 24 

announced earlier in, I believe, it was April of 2019, so 25 
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that’s NYRA, The Stronach Group, Churchill Downs, 1 

Keeneland, et cetera.  So this will put us on par with the 2 

rest of the country with no two-year-olds receiving Lasix 3 

beginning this year. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions from the Board?  5 

  So if we adopt this change, it goes out for 15 6 

days, correct, and we get public comments? 7 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  That is correct.  We did receive 8 

one public comment that is included in the packet from the 9 

Pacific Coast Quarter Horse Racing Association during the 10 

45-day comment period. 11 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Mr. Chairman -- 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes? 13 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- this is Dr. 14 

Arthur.  I would like to make a comment. 15 

  I think this is a reasonable step forward.  We 16 

talked earlier about unworkable regulations.  When foals of 17 

2018 were going to be running against older horses that 18 

were going to be allowed to have Lasix, it was going to be 19 

an absolute mess.  This allows us an opportunity to conduct 20 

racing for two-year-olds which, arguably, have a less need 21 

for furosemide than any other age of horse without getting 22 

into the complications of having two horses in the same 23 

race running with different rules. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  So if we adopt the rule, the way 25 
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I see it is we have plenty of time to think about what’s 1 

going to happen when those horses turn three-year-old and 2 

what’s going to happen to next year’s two-year-olds.  We 3 

have plenty of time and we see how this works out and adopt 4 

the rule that would be applicable based on the data we get 5 

from the two-year-olds racing without Lasix. 6 

  Any comments or questions from the Board?  Can I 7 

get a motion to adopt?  This is going out for 15 days, so 8 

we can take public comment, then it comes back. 9 

  MR. MARTEN:  There are seven persons in queue 10 

now. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  No, let’s get -- it’s going out 12 

for 15 days so we’ll take it later.  We need to get this 13 

done.  We have another meeting behind this one. 14 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I’ll make a motion to 15 

approve. 16 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  I’ll second it. 17 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Alfieri. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 19 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 20 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 22 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 24 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 1 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 3 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  We move on to item 17, 5 

which is the period for public comment.  6 

  I will remind all those in the queue that you 7 

have two minutes.  We will warn you when you have 30 8 

seconds left, and at two minutes, which you will be -- 9 

quickly, we’ll move on to the next person. 10 

  We have a total of 30 minutes.  So if those of 11 

you in the queue can be of courtesy to your fellow 12 

citizens, if you are repeating something that’s already 13 

been discussed, perhaps you can forego your comments. 14 

  So, Operator, we can start with the queue now. 15 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We will go now to 16 

Dino Perez with Pacific Coast Quarter Horse Racing 17 

Association. 18 

  Please go ahead. 19 

  MR. PEREZ:  Hello.  This is Dino.  Yeah, I’m 20 

sorry, I was in line for 16.  I have no public comment. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 22 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We will now go to 23 

Oscar de la Torre, a Horse Racing Worker Advocate. 24 

  Please go ahead.  And, Oscar, your line is now 25 
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live. 1 

  MR. DE LA TORRE:  Yeah.  Am I live now? 2 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  You are, sir. 3 

  MR. DE LA TORRE:  Okay.  So I can start speaking? 4 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes, please. 5 

  MR. DE LA TORRE:  Yes.  Okay.  Hello, Members of 6 

the Board, Oscar dee la Torre, Horse Racing Worker 7 

Advocate.  And just want to make sure that we are thinking 8 

about the workers and their families. 9 

  There’s a lot of uncertainty out there right now. 10 

And the fact that people can still work has given them a 11 

lot of certainty in their lives.  As you all know, these 12 

workers are very vulnerable, depend on their salaries and 13 

health benefits.  14 

  So there’s also medical services on the premises. 15 

And there’s very strict protocols that are being followed 16 

right now at the track, especially at Santa Anita.  And we 17 

just need to make sure that we’re thinking about the 18 

workers and their families during this time and allowing 19 

them the opportunity to continue to work, of course, you 20 

know, with safety first, is something that’s going to bring 21 

stability to their families and to these workers. 22 

  So I thank you all very much for everything that 23 

you all are doing to keep the workers, especially in the 24 

backstretch, in mind. 25 
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  Thank you. 1 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 2 

  We’ll move next to Heather Hyde, a concerned 3 

citizen. 4 

  Please go ahead. 5 

  MS. HYDE:  Wow.  Why have you not been 6 

responsible, Stronach Group, and Aiden Butler that 7 

represents them, to start testing those who live at the 8 

track, but also those other licensed persons that are 9 

entering and exiting the track on an hourly and daily 10 

basis? 11 

  I have seen with my own two eyes on the 12 

simulcasted races that there is no social distancing when 13 

the track is going on and you are racing the horses.  14 

There’s still people in clusters and groups, regardless of 15 

their position or not.  They are still walking the horses, 16 

touching each other’s equipment.  At the state of the gate, 17 

they group in there, and then they’re still gathering all 18 

the way through the end.  Whether you’re licensed or not, 19 

coronavirus does not know any boundaries.  20 

  What a crockery and rampant malarkey.  Why are 21 

Santa Anita and Golden Gate Fields still open, continue to 22 

race, with this stay-at-home order? 23 

  First and foremostly, that you are not an 24 

essentially business.  You are not doing anything for the 25 
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public, other than lining your pockets with dirty money and 1 

with the potential of spreading this deadly coronavirus by 2 

allowing outsiders that are licensed or not to enter and 3 

exit these tracks, not adhering to Governor Newsom’s 4 

protocols that he gave you after the lockdown happened.  5 

Somehow, you managed to sneak your way in. 6 

  Why is it that nearly any other and every other 7 

sport, business event, social gathering and business shut 8 

down?  Whether you are -- 9 

  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 10 

  MS. HYDE:  -- owners or not, this is very 11 

irresponsible for you to your employees at the track 12 

families and other families that are outside in the public. 13 

  You keep those onsite living there, yet you do 14 

not provide them testing.  You know, what are you doing?  15 

Take some of the millions that you’ve made through horse 16 

racing and get it to those workers, compensation, pension, 17 

education, give them some other out.  You keep them there 18 

as prisoners, incubating this potential illness that might 19 

be spreading, you know?  Why don’t you, Stronach Group, 20 

stop being so corrupt and greedy.  You own most of the 21 

tracks in California.  They’re still the only ones that are 22 

racing horses.  Every other track pretty much shut down, 23 

suspended their races, yet you are the only greedy ones 24 

that are sitting here that are closed-minded. 25 
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  I think you all should be ashamed -- 1 

  MR. MARTEN:  Two-and-a-half minutes. 2 

  MS. HYDE:  -- the investors, the owners, the 3 

trainers, you are still perpetuating these compulsive 4 

gamblers.  People that need to save money at this time of 5 

crisis, you’re allowing them to let it all go in the wind, 6 

just as the horses do when they run out of their gates and 7 

possibly die.  8 

  That’s it.  Think about it. 9 

  MR. MARTEN:  Three minutes. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Operator, thank you very much.  11 

Move on. 12 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.   13 

  We will now go to Heather Wilson, a resident of 14 

California. 15 

  Please go ahead. 16 

  MS. WILSON:  Good morning.  None of you have a 17 

master’s in public health degree.  None of you are 18 

physicians or nurses with expertise in infectious disease 19 

or epidemiology.  Your specialty is selfish self-20 

centeredness.  You are squeezing out every last dollar that 21 

you can out of this dying industry which is propped up on 22 

the backs of hardworking and un-consenting enslaved 23 

equines. 24 

  Why is horse racing allowed to continue in our 25 
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state?  It is not an essential business. 1 

  The only time you mention COVID-19 is when it 2 

pertains to this meeting and how you are being good boys 3 

and girls and complying with the Governor’s Executive Order 4 

N-29-20 while at the same time you are brazenly 5 

disregarding Executive Order N-25-20. 6 

  We already know that jockeys and backstretch 7 

workers have tested positive in New York, New Jersey and 8 

Florida.  California is a ticking time bomb.  9 

  The sheer audacity that you are displaying is 10 

nothing short of appalling.  Your meeting agenda is full of 11 

the usual nonsense, such as how to make money and how to 12 

drug these poor animals.  There is nothing on the agenda 13 

regarding this contagious pandemic.  You delusional 14 

thinking you can just carry on business as usual while the 15 

rest of the world suffers.  And why do you get a pass?  You 16 

notoriously gamble with the lives of horses and now you are 17 

gambling with ours. 18 

  This virus was named coronavirus because it 19 

resembles a crown.  How apropos, talking about the sport of 20 

kings.  This is your final crown. 21 

  We are collectively begging you -- 22 

  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 23 

  MS. WILSON:  -- to suspend racing for the health, 24 

the welfare, the very lives of the citizens of California 25 
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and beyond.  Think of someone besides yourselves for a 1 

change. 2 

  Thank you. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next. 4 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 5 

  We’ll move to our next caller.  We are going to 6 

Tony Falcone with a -- and she is a California native. 7 

  Please go ahead.  Tony, your line is live. 8 

  MS. FALCONE:  It is?  Thank you.  9 

  It is absolutely abhorrent that the California 10 

Horse Racing Board is allowing horse racing to continue 11 

across the state against health experts and the Governor’s 12 

directives of closure of nonessential businesses, no 13 

gatherings of groups of more than ten people, and social 14 

distancing of at least six feet. 15 

  There is nothing about horse racing that is 16 

essential to the lives of the California general public.  17 

The only thing horse racing is essential for is killing 18 

horses, treating backstretch workers as expendable 19 

personnel and chattel, and lining the pockets of the 20 

stakeholders of this corrupt industry. 21 

  Governor Newsom is asking for the public to do 22 

the right thing and follow the guidelines I just mentioned. 23 

Well, Governor Newsom, you need to do the right thing, too, 24 

and shut horse racing down.  You can’t expect the industry 25 
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to police itself.  The California Horse Racing Board is a 1 

complete joke, although since being on this call, I have to 2 

thank Commissioner Mitchell for having the courage to ask 3 

difficult questions for which she is never going to get 4 

straight answers. 5 

  The public here -- the public do not come here to 6 

comment to plead with you, the Board, to do anything about 7 

it.  We already know that you never will.  We are here to 8 

be heard for the record in hopes that someone with a 9 

modicum of decency will do the right thing. 10 

  There is nothing about horse racing that is vital 11 

to the health and well-being of the horses, in fact, quite 12 

the opposite.  You continue to kill them day after day as a 13 

disposable commodity in your money machine.  It is possible 14 

to let a horse get exercise without forcing them to race.   15 

  There is nothing about horse racing that is vital 16 

to the health of the workers, any more than anybody else’s 17 

job is to theirs.  Quite the opposite.  You are putting 18 

their lives in danger because you can count on not getting 19 

sued by an immigrant worker if they get sick or die. 20 

  You are providing no essential service to the 21 

public, not food, water, masks, gloves, or respirators.  22 

Unless you are handing out toilet paper, you have no 23 

business being open.  You are a disgrace to the State of 24 

California.  25 
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  And with my remaining time, I’d like to mention 1 

to Chairman Ferraro, your behavior in this meeting has been 2 

unacceptable that you’re not allowing public comment before 3 

voting. 4 

  MR. MARTEN:  Two minutes. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 6 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 7 

  We’ll move on to our next caller and that is 8 

Denise Bolbol. 9 

  Please go ahead. 10 

  MS. BOLBOL:  Hi.  This is Denise Bolbol. 11 

  So I want to reiterate.  The way you’re 12 

conducting this meeting is not in conformance with the 13 

California laws on open meetings. 14 

  Also I’d like to say that it’s really shocking, 15 

only one Commissioner has raised the issue that should be 16 

your number one topic, and that is allowing horse racing 17 

during this pandemic.  18 

  The suggestion that these animals are athletes is 19 

so ridiculous, I don’t even know where to start. 20 

  First of all, if you’re an athlete, as a human 21 

being, you get to choose to be an athlete.  These horses 22 

are not athletes, they are slaves. 23 

  If you have a problem and these horses need to be 24 

moved around because they’re kept confined and stalled, 25 
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which is completely unnatural to their well-being and 1 

detrimental to their well-being, then let’s get these 2 

horses all out at pasture.  Let’s get these horses out at 3 

pasture, let them have free range to roam on, and close 4 

down these racetracks immediately. 5 

  Regarding the backstretch workers, it is 6 

abominable how you treat these workers.  To say that these 7 

are -- these workers do not have insurance, they’re 8 

uninsured, and that you have billionaires, billionaires who 9 

own and participate in this greed-driven industry, and you 10 

don’t take care of the backstretch workers by ensuring that 11 

they have 100 percent pay and they are 100 percent health 12 

insurance given to them in order to have them safe during 13 

the pandemic, it just proves the greed and selfishness of 14 

not only the owners -- 15 

  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 16 

  MS. BOLBOL:  -- of the racetracks and also of the 17 

horses, but also of this Board.  Your indifference to the 18 

backstretch workers and to the horses and to the well-being 19 

of our state and our community is really just shocking that 20 

only one Commissioner raised this issue. 21 

  And finally, I would like to say that Lasix, this 22 

Lasix, let’s make it an even playing field, get rid of 23 

Lasix.  Ban Lasix.  I mean, this is a no-brainer.  You guys 24 

are just industry jacks. 25 
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  MR. MARTEN:  Two minutes. 1 

  MS. BOLBOL:  It’s really pathetic. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 3 

  MS. BOLBOL:  You don’t care about public comment. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Operator, move on. 5 

  MS. BOLBOL:  You only care about your -- 6 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 7 

  We are moving now to our next caller which is Dr. 8 

Wayne Johnson, a concerned citizen. 9 

  Please go ahead. 10 

  DR. JOHNSON:  Dr. Ferraro and Members of the 11 

Board, my name is Dr. Wayne Johnson.  I live in Santa 12 

Monica, California. 13 

  I want to speak, first of all, to your ideals, 14 

Dr. Arthur’s ideals, Dr. Blea’s ideas, and Dr. Ferraro’s 15 

ideals.  When they were in vet school your ideal was to 16 

help animals.  What happened to your ideals?  Now you 17 

preside over an industry which kills -- regularly kills 18 

horses.  19 

  On item number 15, why should we trust 20 

veterinarians to file these reports electronically?  We 21 

couldn’t trust Dr. Finley, Dr. Dowd (phonetic), Dr. Arrajo 22 

(phonetic), Dr. Birch, Dr. Valco (phonetic), we couldn’t 23 

trust them.  You’ve already cited them for neglect and that 24 

has something to do with records. 25 
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  As to Dr. Arthur’s point about confidentiality, 1 

why should these reports be secret?  Why shouldn’t the 2 

public have access to these reports?  What happened to your 3 

ideals when two veterinarians are promoting, actively 4 

promoting Santa Anita Race Track here over 40 horses have 5 

died.  What happened to your ideals as veterinarians?  What 6 

happened to your ideals to help animals instead of 7 

presiding over the death of these animals? 8 

  With regard to Lasix, point made already.  You 9 

should not use Lasix at all. 10 

  This is a disgrace to continue this industry, 11 

whether there’s a pandemic or not.  These horses are dying, 12 

horses that you vowed to help, horses that you vowed to 13 

preserve their safety.  There is no way that these 14 

veterinarians should be allowed anywhere near horses 15 

because they have betrayed their ideals. 16 

  This industry is built on the back of the 17 

suffering of horses and it must be shut down immediately. 18 

  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 19 

  DR. JOHNSON:  I have nothing else to say. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Operator? 21 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We’ll move to our next caller. 22 

  And, Martha Sullivan, please go ahead. 23 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  This is Martha Sullivan again.  24 

I’m going to read a list of the state’s, nation’s, and 25 
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tracks where racing has been suspended because of COVID-19. 1 

  New York State, back where a backstretch worker 2 

tested positive on March 20th.  The State of Maryland.  3 

Great Britain.  Ireland.  Woodbine Entertainment in 4 

Ontario, Canada.  Dubai.  Caymanas Park in Jamaica.  New 5 

Zealand.  Charles Town Races, West Virginia.  Turf Paradise 6 

Race Track in Arizona.  Sam Houston Race Track in Texas.  7 

Churchill Downs in Kentucky has closed the stables.  8 

Keeneland, Kentucky has closed the stables.  Fairgrounds 9 

Race Course in Louisiana.  Evangeline Downs in Louisiana.  10 

Delta Downs in Louisiana.  Indiana Grand Racing in Indiana. 11 

Pompano Park in Florida.  And this is just as of last 12 

night.  I’m sure there’s probably more that have been 13 

announced today while we’ve been on this long conference 14 

call with just, again, I’m so sorry I’ve put in very clear, 15 

clear belief that -- 16 

  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 17 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- this Board and this industry is 18 

criminally negligent. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay, Operator. 20 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 21 

  We will now move on to Patricia Folgar, a 22 

citizen. 23 

  Please go ahead. 24 

  MS. FOLGAR:  Yes.  Thank you and good afternoon. 25 
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  I would like to congratulate you for taking this 1 

to a new level.  Not only do you kill animals, now you are 2 

putting human lives in danger.  Racing is a nonessential 3 

business.  People around the world are closing, canceling, 4 

postponing the survival -- for the survival of the human 5 

race, and yet you continue. 6 

  Yesterday, our mayor announced that we could be 7 

housebound for the next two months, and possibly longer, 8 

yet you seem to think this does not apply to you.  Why?  9 

Numerous tracks, as well as entire states and countries, 10 

have already stopped racing.  Why do you feel you are above 11 

the law? 12 

  Yesterday, I spoke to somebody at the L.A. County 13 

Department of Health to express my concern and outrage.  14 

The initial response was they are shut down to the public. 15 

Yes, I’m aware of that, but I’ve seen many photos of 16 

jockeys and workers not practicing social distancing and 17 

they are still walking about.  18 

  This is endangering my life.  I was informed that 19 

they have their hands tied and really can’t do any more.  20 

And I wondered, why?  So we continued speaking.  And after 21 

a short pause, this person, who I am not going to release 22 

information about, said, “I concur with you.  I actually 23 

live really close to the track and I see it every single 24 

day.  These people are coming out of the racetrack in 25 
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groups together.  They are not practicing social 1 

distancing.  They are not wearing masks or proper attire. I 2 

see it every day.” 3 

  And at this point, I was speechless, here is a 4 

person working for us -- 5 

  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 6 

  MS. FOLGAR:  -- and yet you are -- and yet she  7 

is -- this person is left unprotected. 8 

  Garcetti is worried about the irreplaceable loss 9 

of life.  Meanwhile, Rick Baedeker sees racing as the 10 

economic engine.  It is the economic engine that lines the 11 

insides of your pockets.  But what is loss of life to you? 12 

 You see it regularly and, for you, it’s just another day. 13 

Yes, it may be your job but it is my life. 14 

  Thank you. 15 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.   16 

  We will move on to Pat Cuviello, a public 17 

citizen. 18 

  Please go ahead. 19 

  MR. CUVIELLO:  Hi.  This is from a recent 20 

Washington Post editorial titled, “Horse Racing Has 21 

Outlived Its Time,” and, 22 

“Four federal indictments charged 27 racehorse 23 

trainers, veterinarians and drug distributed in a 24 

widespread doping scheme to drug horses to make them 25 
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run faster and to cheat the betting public.  The 1 

industry rushed to put on a good face.  ‘The arrests,’ 2 

said the head of the Association of Racing 3 

Commissioners International, ‘show that the system 4 

works and that will have a cleansing effect on racing. 5 

“Let’s face it, it’s like any sport,’ said one leading 6 

horse trainer, ‘we’re no different.’ 7 

“The (indiscernible) responded, ‘Let’s be charitable 8 

and chalk up such comments to self-delusion.  Because 9 

anyone who thinks horse racing is like any other major 10 

sport is lying or kidding themselves.  No other 11 

accepted sport exploits defenseless animals as 12 

gambling chips.  No other accepted sport tolerates the 13 

cruelties that routinely result in the injury and 14 

death of these magnificent animals.  The rot in horse 15 

racing goes deep.  It is a sport that has outlived its 16 

time.’ 17 

“The indictments make clear that it is money in an 18 

industry valued at $100 billion that has given route 19 

to a culture that disregards the health and well-being 20 

of horses, that one of those indicted, trainer Jorge 21 

Navarro,  openly embraced his nickname as the Juice 22 

Man, speaks volumes about the indifferent attitudes of 23 

racetrack operators and regulators who allowed the 24 

abuses to flourish.  The conversations on the federal 25 
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wiretaps make clear that, despite the talk about love 1 

of horses, they are just commodities that are used and 2 

abused until they are sent out to the slaughterhouse. 3 

“Increase the attention to the death of racehorses, on 4 

average, nearly ten horses a week and shine the 5 

spotlight on horse racing’s dark side and that offend 6 

public attitude.  Activities involving animals that 7 

used to be tolerated, even revered, like circus 8 

elephants or Killer whale shows, ended as people 9 

learned of their terrible toll.  Horse racing awaits a 10 

similar reckoning.” 11 

  Thank you. 12 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 13 

  We’ll move to our next questioner, that is Bonnie 14 

Croker, a private citizen. 15 

  Please go ahead. 16 

  MS. CROKER:  Yes.  The final message for the 17 

California Horse Racing Board, you’re certainly aware by 18 

now that concerned citizens have been flooding the offices 19 

of Cal/OSHA, health services, and California elected 20 

officials, demanding the end and the closure of horse 21 

racing now.  Many of these calls have been made on behalf 22 

of the workers that are of much concern to everyone.  23 

You’re not doing any favors by leaving your track open to 24 

disease and infecting the workers in the end.  They’ll die 25 
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from the very method that you were trying to use to save 1 

their lives. 2 

  Most of the people who have called, that I’ve 3 

spoken to, that have called the offices of the 4 

commissioners and the administrators in Health Department 5 

(indiscernible) support a comment, 6 

“Now all eyes and expectations are focused on the 7 

California horse racing Board and Governor Newsom.  8 

We’re asking that you exercise your responsibility and 9 

morally and suspend horse racing in order to reduce 10 

the spread of COVID-19.  Governor Newsom and other 11 

elected officials have been admonishing the public to 12 

exercise personal responsibility by isolating from one 13 

another.  If we don’t assert ourselves and comply to 14 

the best of our ability the virus cannot be 15 

contained.” 16 

  Again, CHRB, exercise your moral and legal 17 

responsibility and duty and suspend horse racing now. 18 

  I’ll conclude by warning you, CHRB, that you can 19 

and will be held personally and individually accountable 20 

and liable for your decisions here, those that are related 21 

to the spread of COVID-19 at California racetracks and any 22 

illnesses or deaths related to the same, attributable to 23 

your failure to exercise your moral and legal power to 24 

suspend all California horse racing at this critical time. 25 
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  Thank you.  1 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 2 

  We’ll move next to Amanda Lundberg, an animal 3 

rights activist. 4 

  Please go ahead. 5 

  MS. LUNDBERG:  I would like to express how 6 

incredibly irresponsible it is that you continue to allow 7 

California racetracks to operate at a time like this where 8 

there is a deadly virus going around that doctors and 9 

scientists don’t even fully understand the workings of. 10 

  You do not need to race horses in order to allow 11 

them to exercise.  If you’re claiming that horses must be 12 

raced to allow for exercise, does that then mean that they 13 

are not exercised on non-race days and off seasons? 14 

  Racing right now only ensures that outside staff 15 

must come and go from the property, not only possibly 16 

exposing the workers who live on the public but the public 17 

as well, proving what we already know to be true, is that 18 

your pattern of putting money above the welfare of animals 19 

and humans remains unchanged. 20 

  Watching the races on live TV this past Sunday, 21 

March 22nd, it is clear that nobody at Santa Anita is 22 

practicing their six-foot social distancing.  On that same 23 

day, during race six, Madame Bourbon fell twice before the 24 

race, once on her front legs and again on her back legs.  25 
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She was quickly loaded back up and set off to race, where 1 

she then refused to run.  She had clearly been injured and 2 

knew she shouldn’t run, even though a whip-wielding jockey 3 

was attempting to propel her forward. 4 

  Madame Bourbon should have never been reloaded 5 

after those falls.  What is Madame Bourbon’s condition 6 

today? 7 

  Also, may I suggest that you take your waste-of-8 

space parking lots and offer them to be turned into 9 

makeshift hospitals and drive-through testing centers that 10 

our state so desperately needs right now. 11 

  Also, in one of the early agenda items, one Board 12 

Member stated that jockeys are the only other people on the 13 

track, besides the workers that live there.  And then 14 

another Board Member said -- 15 

  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 16 

  MS. LUNDBERG:  -- that when he was at one of the 17 

tracks, I believe Santa Anita, the other day, that he was 18 

closely followed by security.  I didn’t realize that Board 19 

Members and security live at the track.  What about 20 

janitors, veterinarians, and other staff?  There’s more 21 

than the staff that live on the track needed to be there to 22 

race horses.   23 

  You guys are lying.  It’s not just jockeys and 24 

the people that live at the track that are needed to be 25 
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racing horses.  It’s not true.  There are other people that 1 

are being put at risk and they are going out into the 2 

public and infecting the rest of us. 3 

  MR. MARTEN:  Two minutes. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 5 

  MS. LUNDBERG:  It is not okay. 6 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  This is our last caller.  We’re 8 

almost to our 30 minutes, so one more and that’s it. 9 

  WEBEX OPERATOR:  One more question.  Thank you. 10 

  We will now got Ellen Ericksen, a concerned 11 

citizen. 12 

  Please go ahead.  And, Ellen, your line is now 13 

live. 14 

  MS. ERICKSEN:  Okay.  Ellen Ericksen, activist. 15 

  Racing horses is now not just gambling with the 16 

horses’ lives but all the human lives that are at stake at 17 

racetracks in California. 18 

  For the last year, we have all heard it is the 19 

trainers and owners who care so much about the backstretch 20 

workers.  They care so much that they are risking the lives 21 

of them and keeping the track working, even though the 22 

State of California has ordered a shutdown of all 23 

nonessential business.  Horse racing is not essential.  24 

Santa Anita and the other racetracks in California are 25 
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breaking the law.  This is reckless behavior. 1 

  The New York Racing Association has suspended 2 

racing.  The same thing needs to happen in California. 3 

  The sad irony of this (indiscernible) is because 4 

the backstretch workers, who make horse racing possible, 5 

mostly make minimum wage and live at the racetracks or at 6 

large racing stables of the trainers.  They work from dawn 7 

to dark, seven days a week.  These workers are in danger 8 

themselves of death now.  And, once again, trainers and 9 

owners have blood on their hands.  They care nothing about 10 

the horses and, clearly, they don’t care about human lives. 11 

  It is a disappointment that this Board is closed 12 

and corrupt. 13 

  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 14 

  MS. ERICKSEN:  And all you do is support racing. 15 

  We beg you, all of us on these calls and come to 16 

meetings, to please listen to us and stop placating us.  17 

Our concerns are real.  (Indiscernible) on this country is 18 

criminal. 19 

  As were just on this call, thousands of more 20 

patients and citizens have been diagnosed with COVID-19 and 21 

thousands more have died. 22 

  Please close your racetracks and do the right 23 

thing and show the people that the California Horse Racing 24 

Board -- 25 
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  MR. MARTEN:  Two minutes. 1 

  MS. ERICKSEN:  -- does have some integrity -- 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 3 

  MS. ERICKSEN:  -- and that you are not criminals. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Our 30-minute comment 5 

period is completed. 6 

  I will now ask the Board, shortly, to adjourn to 7 

begin the noticed executive session, which is closed to the 8 

public, so that the Operator will be placing the public on 9 

hold.  This session is closed and expected to last about 10 

one hour. 11 

  At the conclusion of the executive session, which 12 

will mark the end of the regular Board meeting, the Board 13 

will reconvene into a separate special teleconference 14 

meeting to address one item only, a request by Watch and 15 

Wager Harness to shift its operating dates from Friday and 16 

Saturday to Tuesday and Wednesday.  This does not involve 17 

additional dates, only permits different dates. 18 

  The public will not be permitted to speak at this 19 

separate meeting except during the single agenda item and 20 

comments must pertain directly to the agenda item.  There 21 

will be no separate agenda item for public comments.  22 

However, the public will be allowed to listen to the second 23 

meeting.  For those not wishing to hold on the phone during 24 

the executive session, the public can access the audio in 25 
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the usual way by visiting our website at chrb.ca.gov and 1 

clicking on the webcast link. 2 

  This special meeting will be held pursuant to 3 

Government Code section 1125.4, allowing the California 4 

Horse Racing Board to consider a special meeting to 5 

consider the modification of the applications for a license 6 

to conduct a horse racing meeting of Watch and Wager, LLC 7 

at Cal Expo. 8 

  The special meeting is necessary because of the 9 

ten-day notice requirement as set forth in Business and 10 

Professions Code 11125 would prevent the Board for acting 11 

upon the proposed date changes in a timely manner and 12 

immediate action is necessary to provide notice to the 13 

wagering public of the stability and continuity of horse 14 

racing in California. 15 

  So if at least two-thirds of the Board agreed 16 

that immediate action is required at the onset of the 17 

special meeting, the agenda item can be considered and 18 

discussed, and an action can commence. 19 

  I will now ask for a motion to adjourn the 20 

meeting. 21 

  MS. BROWN:  Chairman, I have one other 22 

announcement before you wrap.  This Amanda Brown, Staff 23 

Counsel.  24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Um-hmm.  Go ahead. 25 
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  MS. BROWN:  I just wanted to clarify to everyone 1 

on the phone that agenda item number 13, number 14, number 2 

 15 and number 16 were all up for a public hearing today.  3 

We just want to make it clear that, consistent with the 4 

Administrative Procedures Act, that stakeholders and the 5 

public can submit written comments on those four agenda 6 

items through the end of today.  And the information is on 7 

our CHRB website on how to submit a comment for each rule. 8 

And it’s under our Rules, Regulations and Law tab on our 9 

website. 10 

  So I just wanted to make that clarification.  You 11 

can still submit written comments on those four items 12 

today. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you, Amanda. 14 

  Motion to adjourn? 15 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  So moved.  Alfieri here. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 17 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Second.  Second.  18 

Mitchell. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 20 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 21 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 23 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Damascus 25 
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Castellanos? 1 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 3 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes.  Yes. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 5 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Meeting adjourned.  We’ll move 7 

into executive session. 8 

(The teleconference regular meeting of the  9 

California Horse Racing Board recessed into closed session 10 

at 12:55 p.m. and was thereafter adjourned.) 11 
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	P R O C E E D I N G S 2 
	9:31 A.M. 3 
	TELECONFERENCE 4 
	THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2020 5 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  This is the regular 6 noticed meeting for the California Horse Racing Board on 7 Thursday, March 26, 2020, via teleconference.  This is in 8 accordance with Executive Order N29-20, so as to minimize 9 the spread of COVID-19-19 and reduce the risk of infection 10 during the current state of emergency. 11 
	  Participating in today’s meeting are: 12 Commissioner Gregory L. Ferraro; Commissioner Oscar 13 Gonzales; Commissioner Dennis Alfieri; Commissioner 14 Damascus Castellano; Commissioner Wendy Mitchell; and 15 Commissioner Alex Solis. 16 
	  We are also joined by: Rick Baedeker, the 17 Executive Director of the CHRB; Cynthia Alameda, Assistant 18 Executive Director of the CHRB; Dr. Rick Arthur, Equine 19 Medical Director; Robert Brodnik, General Counsel for the 20 CHRB; Amanda Brown, Staff Attorney; Amanda Drummond, 21 Manager of Policy and Regulations. 22 
	  Before we go on to the meeting, I need to make a 23 few comments.  The Board invites public comment on the 24 matters appearing on the meeting agenda.  The Board also 25 
	invites comments on matters not appearing on the agenda 1 during a public comment period, which is item 17 on this 2 agenda, if the matter concerns horse racing in California. 3 
	  Procedurally, the board will hear from those 4 directly involved in any agenda item, after which the Chair 5 will invite public comment.  Those wishing to speak must 6 follow the directions of the Operator to have their 7 individual phone lines opened for comments. 8 
	  In order to ensure all individuals have an 9 opportunity to speak and the meeting proceeds in a timely 10 fashion, I will strictly enforce the two-minute time limit 11 for each unsolicited speaker.  We will insist that all 12 speakers stay strictly on topic for each agenda items 1 13 through 16.  If the speaker strays off topic, I will ask 14 the Operator to move to the next caller. 15 
	  If a speaker repeats himself or herself, I will 16 also ask the speaker -- I will ask the speaker if they have 17 any new comments to make.  If there are none, the speaker 18 will be asked to let others make comments to the Board. 19 
	  During all public comments, after the first 20 minute-and-a-half, we will give a 30-second warning so that 21 speakers can provide any closing remarks. 22 
	  The Board may ask questions of individuals who 23 speak which may extend their two-minute time limit. 24 
	  For agenda item 17 only, a total of 30 minutes 25 
	will be allowed for public comments, so that’s 30 minutes 1 total. 2 
	  We realize there is public concern over the 3 continuation of horse racing in California during the 4 current health crisis.  While we are well aware of Governor 5 Newsom’s order to stay at home, we recognize that 6 continuing to train and race may be considered essential to 7 the health and welfare of not on the horses stabled at 8 Golden Gate but, also, the hundreds of people who care for 9 them and who live within the stable area. 10 
	  This complete and total exclusion of the general 11 public is guaranteed by the secure inclosures of the 12 racetrack facilities.  And the racing program provides the 13 economic engine required to maintain the feed, veterinary 14 care and exercise for those horses, and the wages for those 15 that attend to them. 16 
	  This arrangement was made through the mutual 17 agreement between The Stronach Group and the county and 18 state government officials.  19 
	  Issues related to coronavirus are governed by 20 city, county and state Departments or Public Health and not 21 the California Horse Racing Board. 22 
	  Before we begin the meeting, I’d like to 23 recognize and welcome our new Commissioner, Damascus 24 Castellanos. 25 
	  Damascus, welcome to the Board.  I’m sure we will 1 enjoy your participation.  Glad to have you -- 2 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Thank you so much. 3 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- on the Board. 4 
	  Our first agenda item is approval of the minutes 5 for January 22nd.  As you remember, we did not have a 6 quorum to approve those minutes, so we need approving them 7 at this meeting. 8 
	  Can I have a motion to approve the January 22nd, 9 2020 minutes?  10 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  So moved.  Dennis Alfieri. 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second please?  I’ll second. 12 
	  Can we have a vote of the Commissioners please? 13 
	  Commissioner Alfieri? 14 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Gonzales? 16 
	  Commissioner Castellanos?  17 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Mr. Chairman, am I 18 eligible to vote on this?  I was not present at the meeting 19 of these minutes. 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Oh, that’s correct.  I’m sorry.  21 The minutes, you’re right. 22 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Let me see.  I think 23 the others might have their phone on mute. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah.  Anybody that does, we need 25 
	to have your approval. 1 
	  Wendy Mitchell?  2 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Oh, this is working out 3 fine. 4 
	 (Laughter) 5 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  This is Alex Solis.  I 6 abstain.  I wasn’t present at that meeting. 7 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Correct.  So we need Wendy 8 Mitchell and Oscar Gonzales to vote. 9 
	    VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes.  I’m on.  I’m on.  10 Can you guys hear me? 11 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Yeah. 12 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes. 13 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  We got your, Oscar. 14 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 15 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Oh, okay.  Great.  Yes.  I 16 was on the wrong line.  Okay.  Good deal. 17 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  And your vote? 18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do you approve?  Do you approve 19 acceptance of the minutes for January 2020? 20 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  I do.  Yes, I do. 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Wendy Mitchell?  22 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  She was dialing in 23 momentarily.   24 
	  Dr. Ferraro, she was also having -- I think she 25 
	was on the other line, so if you give her a second, she’ll 1 be on. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  3 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Ms. Mitchell, your line has now 4 been made live. 5 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Thank you. 6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell -- 7 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yeah. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- do you approve the -- okay.  9 The minutes --  10 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes.  11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- of January 22nd are approved. 12 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  I’m going to jump off -- 13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  The second item is -- 14 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  -- and get on the correct 15 line. 16 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Approval of the minutes 17 for February 20th, 2020.  Do we have a motion to approve 18 those minutes? 19 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I move.  Alex Solis. 20 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  I’ll second it. 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Second.  All right. 22 
	  Commissioner Ferraro?  Yes. 23 
	  Commissioner Gonzales? 24 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 25 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 1 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner -- oh, you, 3 Castellanos, is not eligible. 4 
	  Wendy Mitchell? 5 
	  Alex Solis?  6 
	  She must still be getting on. 7 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell, let us 9 know when you’re on.  Commissioner Mitchell?  10 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  You can always come 11 back to the minutes -- 12 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  We have enough votes. 13 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- Mr. Chairman. 14 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, we have enough votes to 15 approve anyway, so we’re okay. 16 
	  So we’ll move on to the Executive Director’s 17 Report. 18 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Thank you, Mr. 19 Chairman.  Just a couple of things. 20 
	  First of all, we sent out an advisory, I think 21 about ten days ago, noting that our licensing offices have 22 been closed due to the coronavirus.  Just a note that any 23 license that does expire will be considered valid until the 24 office reopens, which we hope won’t be too far in the 25 
	future. 1 
	  Also, I just wanted to mention that I think 2 everybody’s aware that just about everybody is teleworking 3 these days, including most state employees, certainly those 4 at the CHRB.  It’s really been impressive to see the 5 response of the agency that we report to, Business Consumer 6 Services and Housing Agency, as well as the Governor’s 7 Office and the constant communication and request for 8 feedback on certain things, request for volunteers, and so 9 forth.  So it’s been very, very busy.  People have
	  That’s my -- oh, I do have financials.  For the 14 month of February the daytime business was down 10.4 15 percent.  There were two fewer programs this year than 16 last.  The converse was true for the nighttime.  They had 17 two additional programs and were up 3.5 percent.  Total 18 business for the month was down 8.96 percent for the first 19 two months of the year.  Total business is down 7.8 20 percent. 21 
	  And that’s my report, Mr. Chairman. 22 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 23 
	  Do we have any comments from the Board regarding 24 that report?  25 
	  And comments from the listening audience?  No 1 comments. 2 
	  We’ll move on to item number six -- or, excuse 3 me, item number four, which is the Medical Director’s 4 Report. 5 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Mr. Chairman, 6 Dr. Arthur, Equine Medical Director. 7 
	  I’ve fielded a number of questions about horses 8 and coronaviruses.  Horses do get coronaviruses, as do 9 humans and other livestock species, but there’s no 10 indication that’s it the specific coronavirus that causes 11 COVID-19, that SARS-CoV-2 is transmittable to horses.  And 12 any evidence of such transmission, while highly unlikely, 13 is being closely monitored by veterinary biologists around 14 the world.  The equine enteric coronavirus and the COVID-19 15 virus are two distinct coronavirus strai
	  We’ve instituted a number of procedures in our 17 regulatory processes to minimize human-to-human contact of 18 pre-race examinations, third-party Lasix, and test barn 19 procedures.  Official veterinarians have been instructed to 20 encourage social distancing and other commonsense 21 procedures to minimize exposure opportunities, especially 22 in their supervisory role in the test barns. 23 
	  There were ten necropsy submissions in February, 24 three racing, five training, and two non-exercise.  The 25 
	five training fatalities included two sudden deaths and 1 three humeral and scapula fractures.  The latter were all 2 with veteran trainers. 3 
	  We have very good educational modules for humeral 4 and scapular fractures on the CHRB Veterinary Orthopedic 5 Research Laboratory at UC Davis and the Jockey Club Welfare 6 and Safety Summit websites.  We need to get the trainers’ 7 CED regulation through the California regulatory process.  8 And I understand, from talking to our staff, that we’re 9 waiting to get that regulation back so the Board can move 10 it forward. 11 
	  The new Mandatory Fatality Review regulation is 12 finally becoming effective on July 1st, 2020.  We are 13 working now to ensure the fatality review and the fatality 14 investigation programs are coordinated as efficiently as 15 possible. 16 
	  I think many of you have read about the success 17 of the new PET and MRI at Santa Anita.  Those projects are 18 moving along very well with Dr. Matthew Spriet from UC 19 Davis, the veterinary radiologist that is leading that 20 particular clinical research program. 21 
	  There were eight positive test notices issued 22 either post-race or for post official work samples.  All 23 were Class 4 medications.  And four of the eight would not 24 have been a violation in the other states.  Positive test 25 
	notifications should not be taken as an indication of a 1 medication abuse but, rather, how restrictive our testing 2 and rules are here in California.  Most medication 3 violations are unintentional mistakes, particularly for 4 these therapeutic medications that are Class 4.  And we’ll 5 come back to this item when we get to -- issue when we get 6 to item number 15.  7 
	  That’s my report, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 9 
	  Any comments from the Board? 10 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I have -- Dennis Alfieri. 11 I have a question for Dr. Arthur.  12 
	  Does it seem now that the trainers and owners 13 have been much more receptive now that you have this 14 equipment at Santa Anita, the PET scan, the MRI and 15 everything?  Are people starting to really -- you know, 16 using it, getting excited about it, and all of that?  Are 17 you -- 18 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes.  The 19 response has been very good.  The veterinarians and the -- 20 are learning which cases are most suited for each of these 21 diagnostic modalities. 22 
	  As you know, we were able to get additional 23 funding from Oak Tree to coordinate the Grayson-Jockey Club 24 research program with the PET scan, with the MRI, and that 25 
	is progressing very well.  And everybody’s quite pleased 1 with how the coordination is going and the support from the 2 veterinarians and horsemen. 3 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Okay.  Good.  Good. 4 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  This is -- I’m sorry, 5 Dennis.  Go ahead. 6 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  No.  Go ahead.  Go ahead. 7 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  I just had a follow-up 8 question.  I mean, I don’t know if the question was asked 9 but, sorry, I was on the wrong line earlier. 10 
	  So, Dr. Arthur, thank you for your report.  And I 11 just have a question about racing.  Tell me, is it a 12 medical necessity that horses race right now or just that 13 they be exercised? 14 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Well -- 15 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Because I’m confused as 16 to why we’re racing. 17 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Well, it 18 certainly isn’t a medical consideration that they race.  It 19 certainly is a health consideration that they train. 20 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Um-hmm. 21 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  These are very 22 fit, healthy, very good-feeling athletes and you just can’t 23 keep them in a stall.  You have to get them out and train 24 them.  And there’s actually really deleterious effects from 25 
	not training horses that are racing-fit and trying to keep 1 them in the stall. 2 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Right. 3 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  They’ll end up 4 doing things that you really wouldn’t want them to do. 5 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  But I understand that. 6 
	  So my question is, is that if there’s racing 7 versus training, what are the number of people that are 8 required, humans that are required for that, versus the --  9 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Well -- 10 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  -- versus racing? 11 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Okay.  Well, 12 every horse training -- every horse training has to have a 13 rider; right?  14 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Right. 15 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  You’d pony some 16 of them, so that’s one person.  There’s about four persons 17 per -- three to four horses for every groom.  There’s 18 hotwalkers that are associated.  We basically estimate that 19 there’s about one person for every horse on the backside.  20 And there’s probably somewhere around 1,600 or 1,700 horses 21 on the backside of Santa Anita, for example. And there’s 22 probably somewhere around 4,000 horses in training at 23 different facilities in California
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  This is Commissioner Ferraro. 25 
	  MS. MILLER:  Robert Miller. 1 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  The only different between the 2 morning -- 3 
	  MS. MILLER:  Stop.  Stop.  4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- is the -- 5 
	  MS. MILLER:  Stop.  You’ve got to announce 6 yourself for the Court Reporter as to who you are before 7 you talk so we have a transcript. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  I said -- 9 
	  MS. MILLER:  Thank you. 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- this is Commissioner Ferraro. 11 
	  The only difference between morning and afternoon 12 is the presence of the jockeys.  That’s the major 13 difference. 14 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  So this is Commissioner 15 Mitchell. 16 
	  So the jockeys wouldn’t need to be there if we 17 were not racing?  (Indiscernible) so that’s a few hundred 18 extra people; right? 19 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Well -- 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro.  21 
	  Much less than a few hundred. 22 
	  But, also, if horses are having serious works in 23 the morning, most of the time the jockeys will come out to 24 do that, so you’re really not making any difference whether 25 
	they’re racing or not.  The jockey is going to participate. 1 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  I have a question.  Thanks 2 to Commissioner Mitchell for your question. 3 
	  Dr. Arthur, with the news that just came out 4 about Jockey Javier Castellano, who we know is based -- 5 he’s a Florida-based jockey testing positive for 6 coronavirus, is there any -- again, just in the spirit of 7 making sure that our jockeys and all workers are being 8 taken care of, is there -- have there been any conversation 9 with management at any of the racetracks about contingency 10 plans if an incident like this were to happen here in 11 California?  What is the plan?  Because there’s already 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Well, 15 Commissioner Gonzales, my responsibility is actually for 16 the horses and not the jockeys, other than when they’re on 17 the horse’s back, so I can’t really answer that.  18 
	  I do know that being here on the backside, where 19 my office is at Santa Anita, that they’ve made some rather 20 extraordinary efforts.  There’s sanitation stations all on 21 the backside.  I don’t get on the frontside because they’re 22 trying to keep anybody that’s unnecessary from going over 23 there.  I think we would have to have somebody from Golden 24 Gate Fields or Los Alamitos or Santa Anita answer the 25 
	specific jockey safety question. 1 
	  But, certainly, there’s a very concerted effort 2 of social distancing.  And everybody’s quite aware of the 3 risk associated with the COVID-19.  4 
	  But the specific jockey question you asked, I 5 can’t really answer. 6 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Okay. 7 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  This is Alex. 8 
	  MR. MARTEN:  This is Mike Marten.  Sorry to 9 interject.  10 
	  But before you ask anyone from Santa Anita or 11 Golden Gate, Los Alamitos or Cal Expo to respond to that, 12 or before you invite the public to speak, would the 13 Operator please very clearly describe the actions that 14 followers have to take to get into the speaking queue? 15 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Of course. 16 
	  If you would like to make a question or a 17 comment, please press star one on your telephone keypad.  18 Again, that is star one to enter into the speaking queue. 19 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Thanks, Mike, for that. 20 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Commissioner Solis?  21 Commissioner Solis, did you have -- this is Commissioner 22 Gonzales. 23 
	  Commissioner Solis, did you have -- 24 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yeah.  25 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  -- a question? 1 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  No, no, I didn’t have a 2 question.  I just want -- just a remark. 3 
	  I talked to some of the guys and my belief was 4 that before they would go into the jockeys’ room, they have 5 to go to first aid and get cleared.  That was my 6 understanding.  I just wanted to bring that up. 7 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Thank you. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other comments from the 9 Board? 10 
	  Operator -- 11 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Dennis Alfieri. 12 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- do we have any questions? 13 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Dennis Alfieri. 14 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  (Indiscernible.)  I  15 
	wouldn’t --  16 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Go ahead. 17 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I just -- this is Alex Solis 18 again.  I just wanted, again, just to have something to 19 keep in mind. 20 
	  Most of these workers live in that backside, so a 21 very high percentage.  They don’t go out very much.  So 22 just keep in mind that most of the time, they bring their 23 groceries and stuff to the backside.  So that’s one, I 24 think, that’s one good thing, that they kept everybody 25 
	separate from the outside.  My point of view is it’s 1 something positive. 2 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Commissioner Alfieri. 3 
	  I was over on the premises of Santa Anita the 4 other day watching racing, on Saturday.  It is very limited 5 numbers.  There are no people actually in the racetrack, in 6 the actual -- at the finish line, other than the  7 
	hotwalker -- the people handling the horse.  Each  8 
	trainer -- there were no even assistant trainers.  There 9 were just the principal trainer watching the actual race 10 and then leaving.  No one could get anywhere near the 11 jockeys’ quarters out in the paddock.  And my understanding 12 is the majority of the people, as Alex just said, that work 13 with these horses are on the backside, live there, some 700 14 all around, and they’re -- and Santa Anita is very self-15 sufficient, self-contained to their -- disciplined to their 16 areas. 17 
	  So I was very impressed with what was happening 18 there the other day.  And security was all over me 19 everywhere I walked and I had my, you know, credentials. 20 But I stayed for a while, then left.  I just wanted to see 21 what was happening with my own eyes.  And they’re taking 22 this very seriously at Santa Anita. 23 
	  So that’s just an observation I wanted to share. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other comments or questions 25 
	from the Board? 1 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes, I have one more.  This 2 is Alex Solis again. 3 
	  Just to try to explain, being on top of these 4 horses for 37 years, I’d like to explain to Commissioner 5 Mitchell that a horse is very much like any other athletes. 6 You know, you can train and train but you do need to -- how 7 can I say it? -- you know, you need to not only keep 8 training, you can over-train.  And that’s why they should 9 do a race.  If you do -- if you’re a boxer and you fight, 10 you get those -- I don’t know how to explain it -- you get 11 this feeling out of your body and then yo
	  And I think, I believe horses need to compete.  13 It’s good for them.  It’s just like any other athlete.  You 14 know, you can tell -- you can ask any athlete, you know, as 15 you keep training, you keep training, you’re just going to 16 over-train because you need that competition to lay that -- 17 those feelings to rest.  And it’s something positive, 18 something good for horses, and for any athlete. You can ask 19 any athlete. 20 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  This is Commissioner 21 Mitchell. 22 
	  I very much understand that.  I appreciate what 23 you’re saying.  And as an athlete myself, nonprofessional, 24 but it is very difficult in this time.  We are all 25 
	suffering.  We are all dealing with this. 1 
	  So I just want to make sure that we’re making the 2 best decisions for the State of California and not -- and 3 taking what the Governor is saying very, very seriously.  4 And so I understand that everyone wants to get out and do 5 their thing.  I want to get out and do my thing, too, but 6 that’s not the time we’re living in. 7 
	  So saying that, you know, they’re an athlete and 8 they need to train because it makes them feel good, I get 9 it, but that’s not the situation we’re in.  So I just want 10 to be clear about that, is that taking it from a, you know, 11 perspective of what is -- what we’re actually dealing with 12 right now versus the fact that we’re -- that, you know, 13 we’re saying there’s an exception, you know, other tracks 14 around the country are shutting down.  I just want to be -- 15 you know, my comments are bas
	  So I’m happy to hear from others but that’s my 19 perspective on this subject. 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other comments from the 21 Board? 22 
	  Operator, can we open the queue for outside 23 presentations please? 24 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Of course.  Our first question 25 
	will come from Aiden Butler with Santa Anita Park. 1 
	  Please go ahead. 2 
	  MR. BUTLER:  Good morning, everybody.  Good 3 morning, Commissioners. 4 
	  I may be able to have some context and shed some 5 light on any of the questions you may have. 6 
	  Just a little review.  Since the 12th, well 7 before any orders or mandates, we have been closed to the 8 general public.  We’ve instituted protocols across all of 9 our tracks.  And I can address the (indiscernible), so if 10 anyone would wish, as I’ve been on calls with it all 11 morning. 12 
	  Just a little context here.  Santa Anita Park has 13 750 humans living on the property.  We are, by the fact 14 that we’re a licensed event space, we are kind of, you 15 know, an enclosed place anyway.  So there’s always high 16 checks to get on or off the backside.  The grandstand is 17 completely shut to humans that are ordinarily showing up. 18 There is zero public population.  19 
	  And I need to just clarify a few points here. 20 
	  First and foremost, we are very different than 21 almost every other industry.  The people that are needed to 22 train, and I think everybody’s aware that the horses do 23 need care and the horses need exercise, most of that is the 24 element of exercise that has been pointed out.  You know, 25 
	there are different forms of exercise between racing and 1 just the well-being of a horse. 2 
	  Where we run into trouble here is the amount of 3 people who actually live at Santa Anita are completely 4 funded by the economic engine.  Again, 750 people live 5 here.  We have our own healthcare facility onsite.  The 6 healthcare facility is paid almost solely, at the moment, 7 from parimutuel wagering.  The second we stop racing the 8 whole ecosystem becomes in jeopardy. 9 
	  And what I really have been trying to -- 10 
	 (Interruption in teleconference audio.) 11 
	  MR. BUTLER:  No none asked for this, obviously, 12 and we are in a bit of a predicament.  But I really do ask 13 the Commissioners to think about all of the knockdown 14 effects of closing us to racing.  When we stop racing, all 15 of the funding mechanisms that keep the industry going, 16 keep the humans who live here paid, ceases.  And what I’m 17 trying to really avoid here is by keeping this 18 (indiscernible) of racing, albeit, it’s about 80 horses a 19 day.  In a standard training day, we have 1,200
	  So, I mean, I’ll open it up to questions because 23 there’s a heck of a lot to cover here.  But I do need 24 everybody to truly understand that the second the racing 25 
	stops we could end up with not only an animal welfare 1 crisis but a humanitarian crisis because there is no need 2 for the 700 people -- or the 750-odd people who call this 3 place home to be here.  At that stage, the City of Arcadia 4 now has a problem with people with nowhere to be.  And the 5 horses have a bigger problem with no one to care for them. 6 
	  So any questions, I’ll try to be as helpful as I 7 can. 8 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  This is Commissioner 9 Mitchell.   10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions? 11 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  I have a question.  12 Commissioner Mitchell.  I have a question. 13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell. 14 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  What are the other tracks 15 around the country doing in this same situation? 16 
	  MR. BUTLER:  Well, that’s a really good point, 17 yeah, really good point. 18 
	  The vast majority of the tracks that were not 19 open have actually announced they will not be opening.  20 (Indiscernible) find themselves in a position that we are 21 currently in with humans living on the tracks and humans 22 needing to be funded to look after these horses.  So you 23 can’t look at all tracks as the same.  A lot of tracks that 24 didn’t need to be open are no longer open.  Some of the 25 
	tracks that run a lot, like Gulfstream Park, for instance, 1 Gulfstream Park is continuing to push forward and trying to 2 get help from, you know, from the governor of that state 3 because they understand the game, the crisis that will 4 ensue if we have to shut down racing. 5 
	  And again, in California, believe it or not, we 6 are not subsidized, as you know, but this is the only time 7 we’re actually in a somewhat sensible position because we 8 can sustain as long as we can keep this ball going. 9 
	  A lot of the other states that are solely relying 10 on subsidies have already kind of shut up shop.  And a lot 11 of tracks out there have mandated people get off the track. 12  That’s not a good solution.  And, unfortunately, the ones 13 who didn’t open, haven’t had to open, aren’t opening, which 14 means we’ve now got not only a shortage of places for these 15 horses to be, there are just not enough farms around 16 anymore to deal with the magnitude of animals that need to 17 be looked after. 18 
	  So we’re kind of stuck in a little bit of a rut 19 here, Commissioner. 20 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis here. 21 
	   Aiden, Oaklawn Park is still running; right? 22 
	  MR. BUTLER:  Gulfstream Park is still running, 23 yes.  In fact -- 24 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  No, no, no, no, no. 25 
	  MR. BUTLER:  -- everybody -- 1 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  No.   2 
	  MR. BUTLER:  Oaklawn?  Yeah.  3 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Oaklawn? 4 
	  MR. BUTLER:  Oaklawn Park is still running, yes. 5 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yeah. 6 
	  MR. BUTLER:  They’re one of the  7 
	(indiscernible) -- 8 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yeah. 9 
	  MR. BUTLER:  -- that are still running. 10 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yeah.  Yeah.  And I did read 11 where, you know, the coach from Louisiana, I guess he got 12 tested for coronavirus and he was around one of the 13 trainers and Joe Talamo.  And they tested Joe and he was 14 find, thank God, and he’s still riding; is that correct? 15 
	  MR. BUTLER:  That is correct, yeah.  And we 16 believe -- we understood and we’ve been following, 17 obviously, all the CDC guidelines as closely as we can.  18 Anybody from out of state is now on a 14-day quarantine 19 before they can come onto the backside.  Anybody from out 20 of the country, likewise, being for a 14 -- being a 14-day 21 self-quarantine situation. 22 
	  With regard to the jockey you mentioned earlier, 23 Castellano, he came in from New York.  We had a mandate at 24 Gulfstream Park, as we do now at Santa Anita, anybody 25 
	coming from out of state has a 14-day stand down.  And 1 anyone with symptoms needs to be tested.  So in that 2 instance the protocols work very well.  He was not able to 3 access Gulfstream Park, so he was not able to bring the 4 virus anywhere near the track.  And he was tested and found 5 positive, so now he’s, unfortunately, having to get himself 6 back. 7 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis again. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other questions for Mr. 9 Butler? 10 
	  Yeah, go ahead. 11 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes, I do. 12 
	  Aiden, I know that on the backside, they have 13 them a little (indiscernible), the guys, some of the guys. 14 And I know being there before, it takes three or five guys, 15 they help each other, and they go out to the Baja Market 16 where they get all their stuff.  Are they still doing that? 17 
	  MR. BUTLER:  Yes. 18 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I noticed -- okay.  Thank 19 you. 20 
	  MR. BUTLER:  Yeah.  We’ve got a -- well, we’ve 21 actually put a protocol in place now, a lot of the food 22 stuff, so, I mean, we redirected early, all perishable food 23 and all foods from the grandstand was redirected to the 24 backside to help. 25 
	  More importantly, we’ve instituted -- well, we’re 1 trying to institute a little more thoroughly a delivery 2 service so nobody should have to leave the backside.  3 Again, if we forget the sport or racing, which is very 4 difficult to do on this call, and just look at it from a 5 humanitarian and an animal welfare standpoint, the best 6 thing we can do is keep a confined area confined. 7 
	  It is, by its very nature, kind of a quarantined 8 area.  And, obviously, we have everything onsite, from 9 health, we have our medical facility, we have our medical 10 clinic.  All of these things mean we’re in fairly good 11 share compared to the rest of the world, believe it or not. 12 And anything that is done to jeopardize that, and I’m not 13 trying to be alarmist and I’m truly not trying to go 14 against any rulings here, but I can assure you, if we don’t 15 keep everybody together and keep everybo
	  The optics of us racing while the rest of the 22 world is at home, I understand, looks terrible.  But the 23 context of how we’re different and how we’re a very 24 specialized industry that really is self-contained needs to 25 
	be explained.  And, unfortunately, I’m, largely, not the 1 best person to do it.  But I’m just the person in charge 2 here at the moment. 3 
	  So, again, any questions, please, feel free to 4 ask me anything and I’ll tell you exactly, in real time, 5 where we’re at. 6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any more questions from the 7 Board? 8 
	  Operator, can we have the next person in the 9 queue please? 10 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Of course. 11 
	  We will next go to Cliff Goodrich with CTHF. 12 
	  MR. GOODRICH:  Thank you. 13 
	  Can everybody here me? 14 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes.  Go ahead. 15 
	  MR. GOODRICH:  Hello?  Okay.  Okay.  Good. 16 
	  I just wanted to mention, and I understand 17 Commissioner Mitchell’s concerned, there are no perfect 18 answers to a very, very difficult situation.  19 
	  As the Executive Director of the CTHF, I can tell 20 you, we are most interested in the health and welfare of 21 the workers.  For better or worse, I do think, as Aiden 22 pointed out, we have a closed community.  If racing ceases, 23 I’ll address the economics in a second, but I can tell you, 24 there are 750 workers who will have nowhere to go, will end 25 
	up somewhere out in various communities, and run the risk 1 of infecting others.  2 
	  I fully understand, I’m not a physician, I’m a 3 businessman.  I’ve been in the racetrack industry for 50 4 years.  I realize, by that closed community staying within 5 contact of each other in the backstretch, while we have not 6 even had anybody tested yet that I know of, yet alone a 7 positive, while that may increase the odds of infection 8 spreading, at least it will be kept within that community. 9 
	  Addressing the economics, which is a secondary 10 concern, and I think Aiden is far too modest, but I’ve been 11 a racetrack executive for many, many year, or I was, and I 12 know that it costs in excess of $20,000 a day, just to pick 13 a number, just to keep that backstretch open.  If the 14 backstretch were to close down, and I can’t speak for The 15 Stronach Group, but the day comes far nearer to where they 16 will have to shut down that backstretch, just because of 17 economics.   18 
	  Right now the only funding source we have as a 19 clinic is advance deposit wagering.  If racing, that 20 ceases, we will have to shutter our doors and will not be 21 able to any longer treat backstretch workers, who many are 22 uninsured, and their only first course of recourse is our 23 clinics. 24 
	  So for better or worse, as a layperson, everybody 25 
	doing the best we can, keeping this as much within our 1 community as we can at this moment in time, I believe makes 2 the most sense. 3 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have any questions from the 4 Board? 5 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Dennis Alfieri. 6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you, Mr. Goodrich. 7 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Greg Ferraro, can I ask 8 him -- 9 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah. 10 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- a question? 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah.  Yeah.  Go ahead.  Yeah.  12 All right. 13 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  You said $20,000 a day.  14 Explain that again? 15 
	  MR. GOODRICH:  Well, Aiden -- 16 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Well, is that -- 17 
	  MR. GOODRICH:  -- can jump in.  But having 18 administrated the stable area and knowing offsite stabling 19 costs, let alone onsite stabling costs, and given over 20 1,000 horses at Santa Anita, Aiden, or somebody from The 21 Stronach Group can probably better recite the estimated 22 cost of that backstretch being open every day, whether 23 we’re racing or not, setting aside the economic engine. 24 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Right. 25 
	  MR. GOODRICH:  Aiden or somebody -- 1 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Okay. 2 
	  MR. GOODRICH:  -- is there somebody that can 3 confirm what I’m saying? 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  We think we’d have to requeue. 5 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yeah.  6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah.  We’d have to requeue -- 7 
	  MR. GOODRICH:  That’s all right. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- Mr. Butler. 9 
	  MR. GOODRICH:  Okay.  10 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I’m just curious, what is 11 the cost?  If we shut down, if Santa Anita shuts down, what 12 is their cost per day?  Just curious. 13 
	  MR. GOODRICH:  Well, it’s basically the same, 14 whether they shut down racing or don’t shut down racing.  15 As long as that backstretch is open, there is that cost. 16 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Right. 17 
	  MR. GOODRICH:  And I am assuming, and this is 18 where somebody from The Stronach Group has to speak, if 19 racing ceases, the day is far closer to that stable area 20 shutting down, releasing people into the community, and 21 having to care.  And where are the horses going to go?  But 22 that’s The Stronach Group’s call, not mine. 23 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yeah.  Let me make it 24 clear, I’m really not that concerned about the cost.  The 25 
	cost is devastating to this entire world right now. 1 
	  What I’m concerned about is that, obviously, the 2 health and welfare of the horses and the people, the people 3 there.  So I was just curious.  Okay.  Thank you. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other comments from the Board 5 for Mr. Goodrich? 6 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Aiden Butler, I think, is now 7 active.  8 
	  MR. BUTLER:  Hey, hi guys. 9 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Aiden are you on? 10 
	  MR. BUTLER:  I just wanted to follow up. 11 
	  Yeah, I am, sir.  Yes. 12 
	  See, it’s really -- I’ll give you a little -- a 13 better -- a bit more clarity on this.  It’s really not the 14 cost of, necessarily, having the backside open.  If the 15 backside is open, you have to have the tracks open.  You 16 have to have a full track team there.  You have to have 17 veterinary support.  You have to have ambulances.  Anything 18 -- anytime horses go out into a licensed track, we need to 19 put on the full show.  There are far more people, as I 20 said, during a morning training sess
	  I think I’d like to give a little more context, 23 if I may.  This isn’t necessarily a Santa Anita, can it 24 afford it, can it not afford it.  Every single trainer is 25 
	an independent business.  Every single trainer has to keep 1 their lights on and see their families.  As soon as we stop 2 racing, every single trainer’s business, or a lot of these 3 trainer’s businesses now get in a jeopardy.  The second 4 they’re in jeopardy, the first thing they will do, like 5 every other business, is to start to lay off, you know, 6 start to lay off their staff. 7 
	  So it just, it doesn’t matter which way we cut 8 it, and I’m not trying to (indiscernible), the second we 9 start to interfere with the ecosystem, the knockdown effect 10 becomes devastating, regardless of whether the backside is 11 open or not.  It’s just an unfortunate byproduct. 12 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Comments from the Commissioners? 13 
	  Can we have the next person in the queue, 14 Operator? 15 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Of course. 16 
	  We will next go to Josh Rubenstein with Del Mar. 17 
	  Please go ahead. 18 
	  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Hi.  Del Mar Thoroughbred Club, 19 TOC, and The Stronach Group sent a letter to the Governor’s 20 Office last week supporting continuing operations in 21 California.  And we’re in, you know, total agreement with 22 what Aiden said.  You know, we need to protect the 23 ecosystem of racing in California and that includes our 24 horses and our workers. 25 
	  So on behalf of Del Mar, and I know TOC was a 1 signatory to the letter, as well, we are supportive of the 2 actions The Stronach Group has taken. 3 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, any comments from the 4 Board? 5 
	  Operator, who’s next in the queue? 6 
	    WEBEX OPERATOR:  Next we have Ellen 7 Ericksen, an independent activist. 8 
	  Please go ahead. 9 
	  MS. ERICKSEN:  Good morning, Board Members.  I 10 wanted to make a few comments about keeping these 11 racetracks open. 12 
	  Right now the entire country is making 13 sacrifices.  We are all sheltered in our houses.  Many 14 businesses are closed.  And these racetracks in California 15 should not be exempt from what is happening to the rest of 16 them. 17 
	  Our Governor of California, Governor Newsom, 18 signed an Executive Order to keep people sheltered in 19 place.  Keeping these tracks open is irresponsible and 20 reckless. 21 
	  The workers’ lives are at risk.  And saying, over 22 all the years, that you care about the backstretch workers 23 and how much they mean to you, just hearing what Santa 24 Anita had to say this morning, that they care about the 25 
	workers, clearly they don’t care about the 750 workers at 1 the racetrack.  They’re all in danger now of getting the 2 virus and spreading it even outside of the track. 3 
	   There were people at Santa Anita this past 4 weekend that did not have social distancing.  You can see 5 the pictures at Santa Anita where there was no distancing. 6 People were not wearing masks or gloves.  And since you 7 haven’t even tested one person at the racetrack, who knows 8 how many people are contaminated and who they infected. 9 
	  These racetracks from California need to be shut 10 down, just like any other nonessential business.  Horse 11 racing is not essential to keep open. 12 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 13 
	  MS. ERICKSEN:  It is reckless behavior, risking 14 the lives of so many people. 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  We have 53 people in 16 the queue.  This is obviously the main topic of discussion. 17 If we go on with public comments from here on we will not 18 be able to complete the meeting.  So I’m going to ask those 19 of you who want to comment on this subject to forego your 20 comments at this time and we’ll pick it up under item 17 in 21 public comments.  Given this is a teleconference, we must 22 move on to get this meeting over with. 23 
	  So with that, I’m going to go on to item number 24 five, discussion and action by the Board regarding the  25 
	distribution of race day charity proceeds of the Del Mar 1 Thoroughbred Club 2019 summer race meeting in the amount of 2 $90,839 to nine beneficiaries. 3 
	      Operator, can you queue Mr. Rubenstein for a 4 comment on that? 5 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  One moment as I identify his 6 line. 7 
	  Or, Mr. Rubenstein, if you may press star one 8 now, I can clearly identify you and make you live? 9 
	  We have Mr. Rubenstein with us now. 10 
	  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Hi.  Josh Rubenstein for -- 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Josh, do you want to comment on. 12 
	  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Yes.  Thank you, Commissioner 13 Ferraro. 14 
	  In your Board package there is a letter dated 15 February 14th which requests that $90,839 is distributed to 16 nine charities as DMTC’s 2019 summer meet charity days’ 17 distribution.  And there’s also a list and a summary of the 18 charities in your package as well. 19 
	  Happy to answer any questions. 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board?  21 Any questions from the Board?  Do I have a motion to 22 approve? 23 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 24 Castellanos. 25 
	  MR. MARTEN:  There’s one person in -- there is 1 one person in the queue here. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Operator, let’s hear from the 3 person in the queue. 4 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We will go now to 5 Denise Bolbol. 6 
	  Please go ahead. 7 
	  MS. BOLBOL:  I -- what you just did, cutting off 8 public comments, is illegal.  You cannot cut off public 9 comments. 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  This has nothing to do with this. 11  Thank you very much. 12 
	  Operator -- 13 
	  MS. BOLBOL:  No, you can’t cut -- 14 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- disconnect this person. 15 
	  Do I have a motion -- 16 
	  MR. MARTEN:  There’s one more in the queue. 17 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- from the Board to approve? 18 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 19 Castellanos with a motion. 20 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I move. 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 22 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Second.  Alex Solis. 23 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Ferraro, Chairman, 24 approves. 25 
	  Gonzales? 1 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Approves. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Alfieri?  Alfieri? 3 
	  Castellanos? 4 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Approve. 5 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Wendy Mitchell? 6 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Aye. 7 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Alex Solis? 8 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Aye. 9 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Motion is approved. 10 
	  We move onto item number six, discussion and 11 action by the Board regarding the distribution of race day 12 charity proceeds of the -- excuse me. 13 
	  We’ll move onto item number eight, I guess, and 14 that is discussion and action by the Board on the request 15 of the California Authority of -- 16 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Mr. Chairman? 17 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- Racing Fairs -- yes? 18 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Actually, I think 19 we’re on number six.  We have two back-to-back Del Mar -- 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Oh, that’s correct.   21 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- about -- 22 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  I’m sorry. 23 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- about charity 24 distributions. 25 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  So item number six is discussion 1 and action by the Board regarding the distribution of race 2 day charity proceeds of the Del Mar Thoroughbred Club 2019 3 fall race meeting in the amount of $13,744 to four 4 beneficiaries. 5 
	  Again, and do we have Mr. Rubenstein on the line? 6 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do. 7 
	  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Yeah.  Thank you, Chairman 8 Ferraro. 9 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Josh? 10 
	  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Yeah.  Thank you, Chairman 11 Ferraro. 12 
	  In your Board package there’s a letter dated 13 February 14th requesting $13,744 is distributed to four 14 charities through Del Mar’s fall, 2019 fall meet charity 15 distribution.  And there’s also a summary in the package as 16 well. 17 
	  Happy to answer any questions. 18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board?   19 
	  Do we have a queue on this item? 20 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We -- 21 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Two people. 22 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes, we do. 23 
	  We will go now to Martha Sullivan. 24 
	  Please go ahead. 25 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Morning, Martha. 1 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  Good morning.  I would just like 2 to say that if the Board is truly concerned about the 3 welfare of the workers and the horses that are at the 4 tracks in California, they will designate these funds to go 5 to their care.  6 
	  I also want to point out that everybody who is at 7 the tracks for racing doesn’t live there, so you’re still 8 spreading this virus. 9 
	  You need to take this seriously -- 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you, Martha. 11 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- and stop living in a 12 dreamworld. 13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you, Martha. 14 
	  Next in the queue? 15 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Next we have Denise Bolbol.   16 
	  Please go ahead. 17 
	  MS. BOLBOL:  I urge, also, that any funds that 18 you have go for the back-end workers.  If you care about 19 the workers then you need to be taking care of them and 20 they shouldn’t be uninsured.  Give them insurance, full 21 insurance and full pay, during the shutdown. 22 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 23 
	  Any comments from the Board?  Can we have a 24 motion to approve? 25 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis.  Move. 1 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos.  Second. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 3 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos, 4 Commissioner. 5 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner? 6 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Second. 7 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  8 
	  Commissioner Ferraro approves. 9 
	  Commissioner Gonzales? 10 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Approves. 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 12 
	  Commissioner Mitchell? 13 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Approve. 14 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 15 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Approve. 16 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri?  We lost 17 him.  Okay.  Motion is approved. 18 
	  We move on to item number eight.  Number seven, 19 because this is a telephonic meeting, we’ve agreed not to 20 entertain that this time.  Perhaps next month. 21 
	  Item number eight is discussion and action by the 22 Board on the request from the California Authority of 23 Racing Fairs to designate the following 2020 allocated race 24 dates as a combined fair horse meeting, pursuant to 25 
	Business and Professions Code section 19549.1: Alameda 1 County Fair at Pleasanton, June 17th, 2020 through July 2 14th, 2020; California Exposition and State Fair, July 3 15th, 2020 through August 4th, 2020; Humboldt County Fair 4 at Ferndale, August 19th, 2020 through September 1st, 2020; 5 and the Big Fresno Fair, October 7th, 2020 through October 6 20th. 7 
	  Can we queue the representative from CARF please? 8 
	  Larry? 9 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 10 
	  We now have Larry Swartzlander with California 11 Authority of Racing Fairs. 12 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Good morning, Larry. 13 
	  MS. SWARTZLANDER:  Yeah.  This is Larry.  This is 14 Larry Swartzlander, Executive Director of CARF.  Good 15 morning, Chairman, Commissioners. 16 
	  Yeah, this request is -- the sole purpose is to 17 allow the fairs to carry over pools from one fair to the 18 other.  Probably, you’re most familiar with the Rainbow 19 Pick 6 at Gulfstream.  Any pool that can carry over for 20 extended days grows largely in it attracts more wagering. 21 Some of the fairs with two- and three-week meets, we don’t 22 have that luxury.  We’d have to pay out every two weeks and 23 we never had the opportunity to get a large sum in these 24 pools.  This allows us to carry ove
	Pleasanton, all the way to the end of Fresno.  And in the 1 last five years we’ve done this, we’ve had several 2 (indiscernible) $900,000 in pool with the carryover.  It’s 3 just a great incentive for wagering. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board, 5 please? 6 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Dr. Ferraro, this is 7 Commissioner Gonzales.  I do have one question. 8 
	  I’m just curious to know if this impacts in any 9 way the workload or level of involvement by our parimutuel 10 clerks?   I just -- I don’t know if Troy from SEIU is 11 around.  I just want to make sure.  I’m inclined to support 12 this, just want to make sure that SEIU who are front lines 13 and, you know, dealing with wagering, et cetera, that 14 they’re okay with this? 15 
	  MS. SWARTZLANDER:  Absolutely none, no.  It’s all 16 software. 17 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Larry, can you repeat that? 18 
	  MS. SWARTZLANDER:  I said it’s all software.  19 There’s no additional labor. 20 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Okay.  So no additional 21 either workload of, you know, more or less? 22 
	  MS. SWARTZLANDER:  No manpower, no. 23 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Okay.  Thank you. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other questions from the 25 
	Board? 1 
	  Do we have anything in the queue? 2 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do.  We will next go to 3 Michael Marquez with Sonoma County Fairground. 4 
	  Please go ahead. 5 
	  MR. MARGETTS:  Good morning, Commissioners.  I do 6 have a question about this. 7 
	  Does this mean that the entity can conduct a race 8 meet at fair or at a fairground that has canceled their 9 fair? 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Is the CARF representative still 11 on the phone? 12 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  He is not, but if we could have 13 him star one, we can bring him live. 14 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Larry, can you get back on 15 please? 16 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We now have Larry. 17 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Can you comment on the question, 18 Larry? 19 
	    MS. SWARTZLANDER:  Yeah.  This is, as 20 it says in the letter, just addressing the four CARF-member 21 fairs.  We have Sacramento, Humboldt, Fresno and 22 Pleasanton. 23 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  So the question was, I believe, 24 whether or not this -- is that person that asked the 25 
	question still on the line? 1 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  They are not.  I can bring them 2 back live.  One moment. 3 
	  We now have Michael. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Michael, can you restate your 5 question please? 6 
	  MR. MARGETTS:  Sure.  The language says that, 7 “the entity for conducting combined fair horse racing 8 meetings on days other than those days on which general 9 fair activities are conducted.” 10 
	  So my question is: If, let’s say, Alameda doesn’t 11 run their fair, can Pleasanton horse racing still occur? 12 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Can you comment on that, Larry? 13 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Larry, your line is live. 14 
	  MS. SWARTZLANDER:  This is Larry again. 15 
	  If I’m understanding the question correctly, if 16 Pleasanton Fair would not run, if we would conduct horse 17 racing, would it still apply?  We’d have to readdress it at 18 that point. 19 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  This is Rick 20 Baedeker. 21 
	  There’s also another way to look at this and that 22 is that fairs can only operate that are licensed by the 23 Board to do so after they have been allocated dates.  So 24 this section really does not apply to whether or not a  25 
	fair -- a race meet can be operated without a fair 1 operating. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Are there any other questions 3 from the Commissioners?  4 
	  Is there anyone else in the queue, Operator? 5 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do.  We do have one 6 additional question coming from Heather Hyde, a concerned 7 citizen. 8 
	  Please go ahead. 9 
	  MS. HYDE:  Hi.  My name is Heather Hyde.  I’m a 10 concerned citizen.  And I do care about the horses. 11 
	  And so I’m calling to please ask you that you do 12 not keep going forward with these state fairs for horse 13 racing because they’re basically like a low-level carnival 14 with these poor animals traveling about, you know, for 15 people to watch horses being bet on, raced to their death, 16 whipped, so they could eat popcorn and hot dogs. 17 
	  So I just want to ask you to please stop funding 18 this horrific traveling show. 19 
	  Thank you. 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions or comments from 21 the Board? 22 
	   Do we have a motion to approve? 23 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes.  I move to approve.  24 This is Commissioner Gonzales. 25 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex -- 1 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 2 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis.  Second. 3 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 4 
	  Commissioner Gonzales? 5 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 7 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 9 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 11 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 12 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 13 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 14 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Motion passes. 15 
	  We’ll move on to item number nine, discussion and 16 action by the Board regarding approval of an agreement -- 17 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Excuse me, Mr. 18 Chairman, I think we’re on number eight. 19 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  I thought we just did that one. 20 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  No.  Number eight 21 is the -- unless I have the wrong agenda here -- the 22 advance deposit wagering. 23 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, maybe I have the wrong 24 agenda. 25 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  I think the 1 Chairman has the original agenda before the original item 2 six was removed. 3 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right, here we go.  I have 4 the other agenda. 5 
	  So it’s discussion and action by the Board 6 regarding approval of an agreement, pursuant to Business 7 and Professions Code section 19604(f)(5)(E), regarding 8 approval for distribution from Advance Deposit Wagering 9 Market Access fees for wagers placed on all live and 10 imported races for the period March 1 through December 31, 11 2020, to be utilized to fund a California co-op marketing 12 program. 13 
	  And I believe the Commissioners have an email 14 communication on that; is that correct? 15 
	  MS. BROWN:  This is Amanda Brown -- 16 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes. 17 
	  MS. BROWN:  -- Staff Counsel with the California 18 Horse Racing Board. 19 
	  Yes, a fully executed agreement was emailed to 20 the Commissioners on Tuesday, March 24th. 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  All signatories were in agreement 22 on that communication; correct? 23 
	  MS. BROWN:  That’s correct.  And I believe the 24 intention was to hear from the representatives of this co-25 
	op marketing funding agreement, if they’re queued up on the 1 line. 2 
	  But I will just note that a similar request came 3 before the Board in May 2019 and was approved by the Board. 4 And that previous agreement ran through December 31st, 5 2019. 6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions from the Board?  7 
	  Anybody in the queue on this? 8 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do.  We have Josh Rubenstein 9 with us now from Del Mar. 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Hi. 11 
	  MR. AVIOLI:  This is Greg.  This is Greg Avioli. 12 I’m with -- I’m at the Del Mar conference room, so that’s 13 why it said Josh -- from the TOC. 14 
	  And just to give a little more background on this 15 program, this is an extension, essentially, of what 16 previously was known as the CMC, or California Marketing 17 Committee.  That was statutory authorization back in the 18 early 2000s that ran for 16 years for a deduction from 19 handle to go to support joint marketing programs of the 20 track and the horsemen, supported by the tracks and the 21 horsemen.  That sunsetted by statute at the end of 2018. 22 
	  So last -- there is a new law that you -- that 23 the Chairman cited when they enacted ADW that authorized 24 deductions from ADW for any purpose that is approved by the 25 
	horsemen and the track at a given meet, as approved by the 1 CHRB. 2 
	  So what we did last year and what we’re doing 3 this year is continuing, in some aspects, the valuable 4 programs that were authorized under CMC.  And those, 5 primarily, are focused on horse recruitment, player 6 rewards, and the Cal Racing Cares website and broader 7 programs to support the treatment and care of horses in 8 California. 9 
	  This year what’s in front of you is designed to 10 generate -- it’s a percentage of ADW handle.  It’s designed 11 to generate approximately $1.4 million that would be spent 12 from now through the end of the year on joint marketing 13 programs in the area of horse recruitment, player rewards, 14 and Cal Racing Cares, to be funded by Golden Gate, Santa 15 Anita, Del Mar, 50 percent, and TOC from the purse fund, 16 the other 50 percent. 17 
	  And to give you some context, the last five years 18 of CMC the funding was somewhere between $1.4 million and 19 $1.7 million, so it’s in the same basic range. 20 
	  Thank you. 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board?  22 
	  Anyone else in the queue, Operator? 23 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  We have one additional 24 individual.   25 
	  Martha Sullivan, please go ahead. 1 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead, Martha. 2 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  This is Martha Sullivan again. 3 
	  We just had a long discussion about how the ADW 4 is the only source of revenue to support the workers and 5 the care of the horses who are at the CHRB-regulated tracks 6 during this health, public health, emergency.  So the idea 7 that you’re designating some portion of the ADW to go to 8 marketing is beyond comprehension.  You need to leave all 9 that ADW in place to the extent that -- I mean, I don’t 10 believe racing should continue.  I don’t think it’s safe.  11 I think you can exercise horses withou
	  But if you are going to continue racing and your 16 argument is the motive to support the workers and the 17 horses that are at the track in this medical emergency, you 18 better not be setting aside ADW for anything else. 19 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 20 
	  Operator, can you requeue Mr. Avioli and Josh 21 Rubenstein for comment? 22 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  And if they will press 23 star one? 24 
	  MR. AVIOLI:  We’re talking apples -- 25 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We have Mr. Rubenstein with us 1 now. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Good.  Thank you. 3 
	  MR. AVIOLI:  Can you hear me?  It’s Greg Avioli. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes.  Go ahead. 5 
	  MR. AVIOLI:  Yeah.  The total amount that will -- 6 I think that the last caller is probably not aware of the 7 way handle is distributed.  What we’re talking about, these 8 funds would otherwise go to fund purses, and they would 9 otherwise go to the racetrack commissions.  This is not the 10 same type of money that they were talking about earlier 11 when they were talking about keeping the track open. 12 
	  We have -- the total amount of purses in 13 California this year, well, using last year’s numbers which 14 were more certain, would be approximately $110 million.  15 We’re talking about a $700,000 contribution from the 16 purses.  So it’s relatively de minimis I that sense. 17 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  18 
	  Any questions or comments from the Board?  19 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Commissioner Alfieri. 20 
	  In the funding agreement, this co-op marketing 21 funding agreement, item number four, if Greg is still on 22 the line, if he can explain item number four? 23 
	  MR. AVIOLI:  I don’t what you’re reading in front 24 of me. 25 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Oh.  Well, it looks like 1 what you’re doing is taking some away from the backstretch 2 workers’ pension plan in order to fund administrative 3 expenses. 4 
	  MR. AVIOLI:  No, that is not correct.  Once 5 again, we are taking money that would otherwise go directly 6 into purses.  It wouldn’t go anywhere else.  This is the 7 horsemen saying we’re going to reduce money that would go 8 to purses to go to fund this.  It’s got nothing to do with 9 the backstretch plan.  10 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Oh.  Okay. 11 
	  MR. AVIOLI:  This money would not have gone to 12 the backstretch plan in any instance. 13 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  All right.  So that’s what 14 four is saying.  Okay.  15 
	  MR. AVIOLI:  Okay.  Thank you. 16 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I just wanted 17 clarification there. 18 
	  MR. AVIOLI:  Yes, sir. 19 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Dr. Ferraro, Oscar Gonzales 20 here.  I just want to just make more of a comment.  I’ve 21 been in communication with the fairs under Larry’s 22 leadership.  And not saying that we’re going to go to the 23 extent that this group of racetracks are, but we are 24 talking about how the fairs themselves can come together to 25 
	collaborate, to make sure there is some level of continuity 1 as it relates to marketing. 2 
	  But I think, you know, this is a great idea.  3 It’s needed.  Obviously, we’re still trying to find the 4 right, you know, the right approach to keeping the industry 5 as safe as possible, marketing, and promoting the 6 businesses is essential, especially since the lights stay 7 on depending on the level of engagement from the public. 8 
	  So I wanted just to mention that, that a similar 9 conversation will be happening within the fair and fair 10 leadership community. 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other comments or questions 12 from the Board?  Do I have a motion to approve? 13 
	  MR. MARTEN:  You do have one person in queue. 14 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Who is that, Operator? 15 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  We will now go to Heather 16 Hyde, a concerned citizen. 17 
	  Please go ahead. 18 
	  MS. HYDE:  Hello.  My name is Heather Hyde.  I’m 19 a concerned citizen.  20 
	  I just wanted to say that Fox Sports, NBC Sports, 21 TGV, Xpressbet, 1/ST BET, and any other online simulcasted 22 wagering is absolutely disgusting to bet and wage on the 23 lives of these defenseless animals, to be whipped and raced 24 to their death.  It’s an absolutely disgusting way to make 25 
	a living, to support the lack of animal welfare to these 1 so-called animals that you love.  They are not prizes in 2 your eyes but just running trophies and a way to line your 3 filthy pockets. 4 
	  Thank you very much. 5 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions or comments from 6 the Board?  Do I have a motion to approve? 7 
	  MR. MARTEN:  There’s two more.  Two more in 8 queue. 9 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes. 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  According to my list, it says 31; 11 is that correct? 12 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We have three callers -- 13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thirty-one people in -- 14 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  -- in speaking queue asking to 15 speak, sir. 16 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right.  Let’s go. 17 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 18 
	   We’ll move next to Heather Wilson, a 19 resident of California. 20 
	  MS. WILSON:  I have a question for Mr. Butler.  21 So I was trying to get on the phone earlier. 22 
	  This is not a self-contained community.  You are 23 definitely not following CDC guidelines. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  You’re not -- 25 
	  MS. WILSON:  You can look at any -- 1 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- you’re not addressing the item 2 on the agenda. 3 
	  Move on now, Operator. 4 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  5 
	  We will move now to Nancy Mitchell, a concerned c 6 citizen of California. 7 
	  Please go ahead. 8 
	  MS. MITCHELL:  Hi.  Good morning to the CHRB 9 Board and everybody here.  Can you hear me? 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes. 11 
	  MS. MITCHELL:  Okay.  I am a resident of Southern 12 California.  I live very close to the Santa Anita Race 13 Track in Arcadia.  And I’m a healthcare worker.  14 Unfortunately, dealing front line with our tragedy and the 15 pandemic.  So, as you can imagine, I am seeing, you know, 16 critical cases here. 17 
	  First of all, I want to have clarification here 18 from the Board.  And a key issue that is missing here is 19 what is determined by Gavin Newsom’s statement as essential 20 businesses versus nonessential businesses.  I mean, it’s 21 very, very vital that everybody needs to really define 22 this.  I mean, obviously, we all think our businesses are 23 essential.  But, again, the Governor was very specific as 24 to what is essential and nonessential. 25 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Ma’am, you’re not addressing the 1 agenda item.  Do you have something to comment about the 2 agenda item? 3 
	  MS. MITCHELL:  Well, are you listening to my 4 point, sir?  I think it’s very relevant.  Define -- you 5 define what to be what nonessential business versus 6 essential business in your definition? 7 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 8 
	  Operator, let’s have the next in the queue 9 please. 10 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We do have one 11 additional caller.  That is coming from Ellen Ericksen, an 12 independent activist. 13 
	  Please go ahead. 14 
	  MS. ERICKSEN:  Hi.  Ellen Ericksen, San Diego.  I 15 want to discuss the wagering and what’s going on in the 16 country right now. 17 
	  Millions and millions and millions of people are 18 out of work and, yet, the racetracks here in California are 19 still promoting horse racing, still saying they’re 20 advertising to get people to bet on horses that don’t have 21 money.  It’s reckless behavior on these racetracks.  22 There’s three racetracks in California right now still 23 profiting off of human lives when these tracks should be 24 shut down.  People should not be giving up any wages they 25 
	have for gambling which, in itself, is a horrible disease. 1 And this unethical practice of promoting horse racing and 2 gambling have to stop, especially now when people don’t 3 have money and income coming in. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 5 
	  Any more in the queue, Operator? 6 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Not at this time, sir. 7 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Comments from the Board?  8 Do we have a motion to approve? 9 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis.  Move. 10 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 11 Castellanos.  Second. 12 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Second.  Oscar Gonzales.  13 Oh, it’s been seconded. 14 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Commissioner Ferraro 15 approves. 16 
	  Commissioner Gonzales? 17 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Approves. 18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 19 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Oh, yes. 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 21 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Approve. 22 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 23 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Aye. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 25 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Approve. 1 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Motion is approved. 2 
	  We move on to the next item which, if I’m correct 3 this time, is discussion and action by the Board regarding 4 the proposed amendment to CHRB Rule 1560, Duties of the 5 Official Veterinarian, and Rule 1561, Duties of the Racing 6 Veterinarian, to stipulate that the racing veterinarian is 7 under the direct supervision of the official veterinarian. 8 
	  Dr. Arthur, can you comment on this please? 9 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes.  Dr. 10 Arthur, Equine Medical Director. 11 
	  This is a long-simmering issue.  There was an 12 inherent conflict identified in the Santa Anita fatality 13 review which was also identified in the New York Task Force 14 report on the Aqueduct fatalities in 2011 and 2012, and 15 that is with the track and examining veterinarians being 16 under the supervision of the racing office or the 17 association.  While there was no evidence of racing office 18 influence and the racing veterinarian or track veterinarian 19 or examining veterinarians performing the
	  I’d like to point out, 1841 state that 24 veterinarians are under the supervision of the official 25 
	veterinarian and it makes no distinction between attending 1 and practicing veterinarian -- or track veterinarians.  2 This is important in two instances.  3 
	  1846 requires that all horses be examined for 4 racing (indiscernible) that’s pre-race.  These examinations 5 are conducted by racing veterinarians employed by the 6 association.  We consider -- they’re actually examining 7 veterinarians.  We consider them racing veterinarians as 8 they are employed by the assoc.  The official veterinarian 9 is reliant on those examinations, how those are conducted, 10 and whether they are -- whether he is able to declare that 11 the examination has been done and that the
	  In Kentucky, for example, the examining 14 veterinarians and track veterinarians, actually Lasix 15 veterinarians, as well, all work for the Kentucky Horse 16 Racing Commission to eliminate any of the inherent 17 conflict. 18 
	  The second issue is the track veterinarian during 19 the races -- and we need to make clear that the track 20 veterinarian is under the official veterinarian’s 21 supervision, primarily to make sure that samples are 22 properly collected on injured horses and that treatments on 23 those injured horses are properly reported to the official 24 veterinarian. 25 
	  Now, I have received an email from Santa Anita, 1 that they’re advocating a little bit different language 2 having to do with some H.R. concerns that they have.  This 3 has been an issue that’s longstanding.  I’m fine with 4 moving this forward as it is presented to the Board or 5 waiting for another meeting to see if everybody wants to 6 utilize the Santa Anita language as well. 7 
	  But what needs to be made clear is that the 8 conduct and the professional activities of the examining 9 veterinarians and track veterinarians have to be under the 10 supervision of the official veterinarian.  It’s the only 11 way we can do this in a way that we’re confident that 12 there’s no adverse interference. 13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Operator, can you queue either 14 Mr. Butler or Dr. Benson on this item? 15 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  16 
	  And if they may press star one?  And again, for 17 those lines to speak, please press star one. 18 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Mr. Chairman, if 19 they have no comments to make, I would recommend that this 20 be sent forward at this time.  And if they have any 21 comments, they can do it as it’s being prepared to come 22 back for 45-day notice. 23 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  And we do have Mr. Butler with 24 us now. 25 
	  MR. BUTLER:  Hi guys.  I would like to say -- hi. 1 I would like to ask, if you can please respond to this just 2 a little? 3 
	  There are a few -- we agree wholeheartedly with 4 the authority that there are some unintended consequences 5 in regards to how we deal with that day-to-day bit. 6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any comments or questions from 7 the Commissioners regarding this? 8 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Aiden, can you be more 9 specific on that? 10 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  And I believe he has 11 disconnected.  We will allow him to dial in. 12 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Or Dionne Benson could speak. 13 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We can bring Dionne 14 Benson live into the conference. 15 
	  Please go ahead. 16 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Dr. Benson? 17 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Dr. Benson, your line is live. 18 And perhaps you have placed yourself on mute. 19 
	  DR. BENSON:  Sorry.  Sorry about that.  I’ve been 20 on so many conference calls this week, it’s getting into 21 the old habit of putting myself on mute right away.  Thank 22 you for the opportunity to speak to this issue. 23 
	  The issue that -- one of the issues, for example, 24 that we’re concerned about is based on the reading of that, 25 
	what Dr. Arthur said, you know, regarding the private 1 veterinarians having the ability, you know, having 2 authority over the private veterinarians.  That does not 3 exclude a senior partner from reprimanding, firing, hiring, 4 making decisions about salary for a junior veterinarian in 5 their practice.  The way that this is written, in my 6 opinion, would preclude Santa Anita Park from firing, 7 hiring or reprimanding someone, for example, for sexual 8 harassment. 9 
	  And also because there’s a different status for 10 state actors versus private actors in these instances, it 11 would be unclear at this time how those two roles would 12 interplay and whether the veterinarians who are acting at 13 the -- under the sole instruction of the official 14 veterinarian would have that enhanced ability or that 15 enhanced privilege to act in a way and have more legal 16 protections. 17 
	  So I think that there are a lot of issues that 18 are raised with this that we would like to examine before 19 it goes any further. 20 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  This is Dr. 21 Arthur.   22 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Just one minute.   23 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  I would like to 24 comment.  I will say that -- 25 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead. 1 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- I will say 2 that the official veterinarian supervises the employees 3 within the test barn to make sure they conduct their way in 4 a manner that is consistent with what we require in terms 5 of chain of custody and other procedures within the test 6 barn and to make sure that it is operated correctly. We’re 7 not talking about H.R. issues.  There’s been no issues with 8 this previously with the other employees that the official 9 vet monitors. 10 
	  But what we need to make clear is that the 11 standard of the examination, the standard of the 12 recordkeeping, the standard of what tests are taken when a 13 horse is injured are under the supervision of the official 14 veterinarian.  I’m more than happy to hear what Santa Anita 15 has to offer as long as it meets those particular 16 requirements.  This has been a long-simmering issue, as 17 I’ve said before, and another month isn’t going to make a 18 difference on this particular matter. 19 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Brodnik, can you comment on 20 this? 21 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  Robert Brodnik, California Horse 22 Racing Board.  Good morning, Commissioners. 23 
	  This concern raised by The Stronach Group is the 24 first that I’m hearing of it.  I’m happy to look into that 25 
	issue and report back once I’ve had a chance to do some 1 research. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, unless there’s an objective 3 from the Board, it seems to me that we’re probably best off 4 to put this item off until next month so that Santa Anita 5 and Dr. Arthur have a chance to work on the wording of 6 this.  Is that agreement to the community? 7 
	  DR. BENSON:  That works for Santa Anita, 8 certainly. 9 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any objections from anybody else? 10 Then we’ll table this to next month and request that they 11 come back with a combined statement.  12 
	  All right, item -- next item is discussion and 13 action by the Board regarding the CHRB Medication Penalty 14 Guidelines pursuant to CHRB Rule 1843.3, Penalties for 15 Medication Violations, and proposed 16 
	guidelines for related violations. 17 
	  I assume Dr. Arthur and Mr. Brodnik and Amanda 18 Brown, perhaps, will have comments on this? 19 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  It’s actually, me, Chairman 20 Ferraro.  This is Amanda Drummond, Policy and Regulations 21 Manager.  So I’ll just do a real quick overview on this. 22 
	  So in November of 2019, Governor Gavin Newsom had 23 asked the Board to prepare a list of recommendations 24 designed to improve the welfare and safety of the 25 
	racehorse.  And during the November Board meeting, 1 Executive Director Baedeker provided an overview of the 2 recommendations and included in that was a recommendation 3 to do a complete review of the penalty guidelines. 4 
	  And then at the February 12, 2020 Medication, 5 Safety and Welfare Committee meeting the Committee reviewed 6 these guidelines and determined that the guidelines should 7 be enforced more aggressively.  And one suggestion to 8 better enforce these rules was to incorporate the use of 9 the multiple medication violation penalties that ARCI 10 utilizes. 11 
	  So prior staff counsel had felt that utilizing 12 the MMV penalties might be a double-jeopardy violation.  13 Now Rob Brodnik actually did review these and he and I 14 spoke about it and he actually did not come to this 15 conclusion.  So if the Board is interested in adopting 16 these, then language can be developed similar to what ARCI 17 utilizes and we can incorporate them into our guidelines. 18 
	  Also, at the February meeting there was some 19 discussion about veterinary violations regarding shock wave 20 therapy violations, which is considered a Category A 21 penalty.  But under the penalty violations, it’s only 22 defined for trainers and owners.  So if you look in your 23 packet, we actually modified subsection (j) and better 24 defined it by adding in veterinarians and shock wave 25 
	therapy in there.  So that’s the only change that’s 1 included in the packet. 2 
	  And if you have any questions, I’m here to answer 3 any. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions from the Board? 5 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  This is Dr. 6 Arthur.  I would like to make a comment. 7 
	  The multiple medications violation penalty is one 8 of the last remaining legs of the National Uniform 9 Medication Program that California has not adopted.  And 10 I’m very encouraged to hear that the staff counsel believes 11 that there may be a way forward in that particular 12 regulation. 13 
	  What that actually accomplishes is similar to 14 getting points for drivers licenses.  There’s an underlying 15 penalty but if you have multiple violations in multiple 16 jurisdictions, in other words, it’s more important back 17 east where the horses go back and forth between states.  18 But if you have a violation in Arkansas and then you have a 19 violation in California, those will actually be added up so 20 that you’ll be sanctioned for multiple violations that 21 won’t be distinguished between state
	  So it has worked very well, according to 23 regulators in the mid-Atlantic area and it’s something, it 24 think, we’ve been -- some of us have been pushing for, for 25 
	a long time, so I’m happy to see that under consideration. 1 
	  Thank you. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  But does this specific rule 3 stipulate that, multiple -- 4 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  No. 5 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- violations? 6 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  No.  The only 7 change that you are looking at is in (j) and I don’t have 8 that language right in front of me, but that’s to -- for 9 veterinarians that are violating the shock wave regulation. 10 But the -- 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Correct. 12 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- medication 13 violation penalties are going to be under consideration, it 14 sounds like, and that’s what I was speaking to, that  15 
	aspect -- 16 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay. 17 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- of Amanda’s 18 presentation. 19 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  So that will come up at another 20 time; is that correct, for the Board?  21 
	  MS. BROWN:  Correct.  So the language for the 22 multiple medication violations from ARCI is included in the 23 packet if you’d like to look at that.  But if you’d like to 24 modify that for our regulatory purposes, then we can 25 
	definitely do that.  However, if you like how theirs is and 1 just want to incorporate it directly into our regulations, 2 then we can do that as well. 3 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  We can do that right now, you 4 mean? 5 
	  MS. BROWN:  I mean, if you like how it looks, I 6 believe we could.  It’s there.  So if you agree with how it 7 looks, and Dr. Arthur doesn’t see a problem with their 8 language, and if there’s no conflict with it, then -- 9 because we would be voting -- 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Baedeker? 11 
	  MS. BROWN:  -- on the language. 12 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Baedeker -- 13 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Yeah.  I think this 14 is -- 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- do you have a comment? 16 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- legal question. 17 Is the -- 18 
	  MS. BROWN:  Yeah. 19 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- is adoption of 20 the ARCI Model Rules considered to be on this agenda item? 21 And if it is, then it would be, actually, moved for 45-day 22 public comment; is that correct?  23 
	  MS. BROWN:  Is this -- 24 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  Robert Brodnik. 25 
	  MS. BROWN:  -- a question for Rob or some -- 1 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  California Horse Racing Board. 2 
	  MS. BROWN:  Yeah. 3 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  Rob Brodnik, California Horse 4 Racing Board. 5 
	  I think in light of the way that the multiple 6 medication violation model rule is written, it probably 7 would benefit the Board to have it drafted in a way that 8 falls within our regulatory book. 9 
	  So I would suggest, if this is something that the 10 Board is interested in, we could bring this specific item 11 back next month, drafted in such a way that it’s clear 12 where in the regulatory book it would go and clarify it, 13 just because it does mention, in looking through some of 14 the language, the language references sections within the 15 ARCI which might not be identical to ours.  So I think it 16 could use a further edit before the Board votes it out, so 17 that would be my recommendation at
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  And I would agree 19 with that. 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  So you would -- 21 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  It’s subtle 22 differences but -- 23 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  So you guys would recommend  24 
	that -- so you guys would recommend that we adopt this as 25 
	it stands and then bring back the other issue next month; 1 is that correct? 2 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  I believe the thing that the Board 3 should vote on today is the question of, I believe, Ms. 4 Drummond indicated is subsection (j) -- 5 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Correct. 6 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  -- 1840, yeah.  It’s on page 11-8 7 of your binders.  That’s subsection (j) adding the 8 underlying terms.  That, you could vote on today.  That 9 could go out for the regulatory process for 45 days. 10 
	  Separate and distinctly, the issue of the 11 multiple medication violations, if that is an avenue that 12 the Board would like to proceed with, which it sounds like, 13 tentatively, it is, then I would suggest that Staff be 14 given the opportunity to draft the language accurately to 15 comply with our California regulatory scheme.  And we can 16 create a rule number for it.  We could bring that back 17 before you next months and you can vote solely on the 18 multiple medication penalty guideline at that 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  You know, what’s the pleasure of 20 the Board?  Comments from the Board Members?  So I -- 21 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  This is Commissioner 22 Mitchell.  I -- 23 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah, go ahead, Wendy. 24 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  -- I think we need to 25 
	take the path that’s laid out by Staff and have the double-1 jeopardy issue addressed next month. 2 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Commissioner Alfieri.  I 3 agree with that. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Anyone else?  I agree, as well.  5 Okay. 6 
	  Do we have anybody in our queue to -- or 7 questions -- 8 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do.  We will -- 9 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- regarding this? 10 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  -- we will first go to Alan 11 Balch with California Thoroughbred Trainers. 12 
	  Please go ahead.  13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Alan?  14 
	  MR. BALCH:  Alan Balch, CTT. 15 
	  I think the discussion you’ve just had answered 16 my question, which I wanted to be clear where we were in 17 the administrative process and 45 days.  So as I understand 18 it, this is coming back to the meeting -- the next meeting; 19 is that correct? 20 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Let’s 21 differentiate.  This is Rick Baedeker.  Let’s differentiate 22 here, again, what the Board is considering taking action 23 on, and that is the changed language in paragraph (j) 24 which, I’ll just go ahead and read it, 25 
	“Any veterinarian and other licensee found to be 1 responsible for the administration of extracorporeal 2 shock wave therapy, EWST [sic], pursuant to CHRB Rule 3 1866.2, or any drug substance resulting in a positive 4 test may be subject to the same penalties set forth 5 for the licensed trainer and their presence may be 6 required at any and all hearings relative to the 7 case.” 8 
	  That is, correct me if I’m wrong, Counsel, but 9 that is the language that the Board is considering moving 10 to 45 days with this action. 11 
	  Separately, the Board -- the staff will prepare 12 an agenda item for next month relative to the ARCI 13 classifications for penalties and the Board will consider 14 that separately next month. 15 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  Robert Brodnik. 16 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Did that answer your question, 17 Alan? 18 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  California Horse Racing Board.  19 That’s correct. 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Anyone else in the queue, 21 Operator? 22 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  We have one additional 23 individual.  Heather Hyde with -- she is a concerned 24 citizen. 25 
	  Please go ahead. 1 
	  MS. HYDE:  Hello again.  My name is Heather Hyde. 2 
	  These track vets have a lack of moral compass.  3 They are able to turn a blind eye on this brutal sport, 4 
	  How can you allow a healthy-born animal to be 5 knowingly drugged and run to -- forced to run with 6 preexisting conditions?  This is an ongoing daily issue and 7 concern. 8 
	  The breaking of these horses limbs and rampant 9 drug use is enough to have your veterinary licenses 10 revoked.  You should be banned from having anything to do 11 with animals.  In the real world, I believe you took an 12 oath for the animals’ welfare and well-being but, 13 obviously, the animals are not your priority.  I think your 14 interest is skewed. 15 
	  My friend is a major and main doctor for all 16 major athletes in the NBA and NFL.  He would never, I 17 repeat, would never go against his oath for the athlete 18 over the sake of money.  You should be ashamed of yourself. 19 And you’re too irresponsible to have any animals’ lives in 20 your hands or any other life, at that matter, as they are 21 dirty with corruption and coverup as we have seen with 22 these most recent abuse forms that have been done to 23 animals that we are still waiting the court pr
	court hearing, so I’m looking forward to seeing what you 1 guys are going to do about that to try to be honest. 2 
	  And, also, I know we talk about the drug use, 3 just about animals, but what about your onsite -- 4 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty second. 5 
	  MS. HYDE:  -- living staff?  That’s a fact, that 6 you do have alcoholics and drug addicts running and racing 7 these horses. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right.  You’re getting off 9 the topic. 10 
	  MS. HYDE:  So thank you very much. 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 12 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  And we have one more individual 13 in queue.  May we proceed?  We will proceed with Martha 14 Sullivan.  I’m sorry.  Just one moment.  And had Martha 15 Sullivan with us now. 16 
	  Please go ahead. 17 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  Hello again.  This is Martha 18 Sullivan again. 19 
	  Ms. Drummond talked about the extensive, you 20 know, program of reforms that were, basically, promised to 21 Governor Newsom to try to make this industry safer for the 22 horses.  And I’m seriously wondering how much of that is 23 even being implemented during this crisis.  I mean, 24 everybody needed to implement that program that’s not 25 
	living at the track.  Everybody’s clear about that.  Unless 1 the veterinarians and all the other people who are 2 necessary to implement that program are living at the 3 track, then the program is either not being implemented 4 while the horses are racing, which is, by definition, an 5 increased risk to the horses, or there are a number of 6 people coming and going from the tracks and potentially 7 being vectors to spread the virus.  So everybody needs to 8 be really clear about this. 9 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  You’re getting of the 10 topic -- 11 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  I also wonder -- 12 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- Martha. 13 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- are the labs who run these 14 drugs tests even functioning? 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Martha, you’re getting -- 16 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  Do we know that? 17 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- off the topic now. 18 
	  So thank you, Operator. 19 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  Are the labs that run these -- 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right, what’s the pleasure of 21 the Board?  Comments or questions?  22 
	  So I would move we adopt this -- these 23 regulations as they stand today, and regarding the other 24 issue, that it be postponed until it’s presented next 25 
	month?  Do I have a second for that motion? 1 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 2 Castellanos.  Second. 3 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  And the other -- 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any discussion by the Board? 5 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- the other -- this is 6 Commissioner Alfieri.  So the other is related to item 7 number -- or (j), letter J -- 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes.  This -- 9 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- the reported 10 (indiscernible)? 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- this motion is related to item 12 J, yes. 13 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yeah.  Right.  Okay.  All 14 right.  Got it. 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Commissioner Ferraro votes 16 yes. 17 
	  Gonzales? 18 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 19 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Alfieri? 20 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Castellanos? 22 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 23 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mitchell? 24 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 25 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Solis? 1 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 3 
	  Next item is item number 12 [sic], discussion and 4 action by the Board regarding the proposal to partially 5 suspend the CHRB Emergency Rule 1843.5, Medication, Drugs 6 and Other Substances Permitted After Entry in a Race, 7 pursuant to CHRB Rule 1406, Suspension of Rule. 8 
	  As most of you are aware, we passed a rule last 9 month that’s basically unworkable.  So what we’re asking 10 you to do is to consider suspending those rules so that we 11 can accommodate what actually is doable on the backside and 12 give us time to rewrite the original rule. 13 
	  Mr. Baedeker, maybe you can explain it better 14 than I can? 15 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Thank you, Mr. 16 Chairman. 17 
	  This rule became effective a few weeks ago and 18 parts of it were terribly misunderstood by the working 19 people on the backside.  It created a great deal of 20 confusion.  Thankfully, the stakeholders, the racetracks, 21 the trainers’ organization got together and worked out a 22 working relationship.  The track changed the period of time 23 before the taking of entries on race day. 24 
	  And -- but anyhow, in working with Legal Staff, 25 
	Staff has come up with a resolution to the problem.  I’ll 1 defer on the particulars to Amanda Drummond and, as needed, 2 Mr. Brodnik and Dr. Arthur. 3 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  Good morning, Commissioners.  4 Robert Brodnik, California Horse Racing Board. 5 
	  This agenda item addresses a concern that was 6 raised by the horsemen after the adoption of emergency 7 regulations amending Rule 1843.5.  Specifically, the 8 emergency amendment modified the definition of entry from 9 48 hours prior to post time to midnight the day entries are 10 closed.  Because it misstates some entries close as much as 11 five days out from a race, there were concerns by horsemen 12 that the new amendment prohibited them from administering 13 feed supplements, electrolytes, and other
	  CHRB Rule 1406, Suspension of a Rule, allows the 16 Board, for good cause, to temporarily suspend any of its 17 rules upon any condition it may impose.  Should the Board 18 desire to utilize Rule 1406, I believe the Board could 19 suspend a portion of Rule 1483.5 upon any condition it 20 wishes to impose.  The Board could impose a condition that 21 the prior text, which had been in effect defining entry as 22 48 hours before post time or the running of the race, be 23 reinstituted. 24 
	  Thank you. 25 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Dr. Arthur? 1 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes.  I 2 certainly agree that the variation in entry time causes too 3 much confusion and too much opportunity for people to make 4 mistakes and not understand what’s allowed and what isn’t. 5  So I’m in favor of returning to the 48-hour definition of 6 entry. 7 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Question or comments from the 8 Commissioners?  9 
	  How this original bill that we approved last 10 month got through the process without anybody raising 11 objections is surprising to me that none of us were 12 probably paying sufficient attention.  The rule as we 13 passed it is basically unworkable.  So we worked very hard 14 between the tracks and the TOC and CTT to come up with a 15 solution to allow us to keep things under control and make 16 it workable.  So I’m hoping we can pass this resolution and 17 then move on to the wording of the -- on the n
	  Do we have any questions from the Board?  20 
	  Operator, do we have anybody in the queue? 21 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do.  We will now go to Bonnie 22 Croker, a private citizen. 23 
	  Please go ahead. 24 
	  MS. CROKER:  Yes.  Good morning.  Thank you for 25 
	taking my call. 1 
	  Regarding paying sufficient attention related to 2 medication, who is overseeing the administration of the 3 drugs, as well as the associated regulations?  As Martha 4 Sullivan asked, are the labs even open?  You’re coming up 5 with new regulatory decisions but who is going to enforce 6 them when you’re operating on mostly skeleton crews, as you 7 should be, of course? 8 
	  Thank you. 9 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  10 
	  Is there anybody else in the queue? 11 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  We will now go to Heather 12 Hyde. 13 
	  Please go ahead. 14 
	  MS. HYDE:  Hello.  This is Heather Hyde, again, 15 concerned citizen. 16 
	  So it seems like the question is to do or not to 17 do?  Well, why use drugs?  Drugs are not even permissible 18 in any other sport.  It’s considered illegal and you would 19 be barred and banned.  20 
	  So let’s just get rid of the drugs.  There won’t 21 be any confusion on to inject, to not inject, to kill, to 22 not kill.  This should not even be a factor in any life, 23 any living life.  You’re putting their life on the line by 24 giving them drugs. 25 
	  Why do you think the FDA is so heavily regulated? 1 Why is it so different from humans versus animals? 2 
	  My vet gave my dog medication because he just had 3 ACL surgery, Tramadol for pain.  I had to sign some 4 document because people get addicted to that. 5 
	  Horse do not have any jurisdiction in this.  You 6 do.  Please be responsible.  Do not make these animals take 7 drugs.  They would not be like a junkie, injecting 8 themselves with things. 9 
	  Somebody had mentioned before, Alex Solis,  10 
	about -- or somebody did about them needing certain things. 11 They don’t need drugs. 12 
	  I mean, why don’t we take each one of you and 13 drug you up and run you and whip you every day?  Why don’t 14 you think about that? 15 
	  I hope when you go to sleep at night you think 16 about all these atrocities that are being done to animals 17 because I know that I do. 18 
	  Thank you very much. 19 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have any more in the queue? 20 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We did have one additional 21 person enter the queue and that is coming from Nancy 22 Mitchell, a citizen in California. 23 
	  Please go ahead. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  25 
	  MS. MITCHELL:  Hi.  Good morning again to the 1 Board.  My name is Nancy Mitchell, a concerned citizen.  2 And I think these are very valid points that have been 3 made. 4 
	  Obviously, any time you administer a drug, again, 5 we need to know if the laboratories right now, you know, 6 your main reference labs for veterinary and tech and some 7 of the others are even open during this time of crisis? 8 
	  The other determination that is also valid that 9 needs to be made is are the track veterinarians making this 10 determination of what horses need drugs administered? And, 11 again, are these drugs, what I’ve determined, quote 12 unquote, “medically necessary?”  By medically necessary, we 13 mean for the health and well-being of the animal in 14 question, not as merely a performance-enhancing drug in 15 order to make this horse perform better? 16 
	  And I think that’s a very valid distinction which 17 I’m sure your veterinarians, you know, on the track, taking 18 the Hippocratic Oath would agree with, and I think that’s a 19 very, very valid concern.  And I do believe the Board needs 20 to really seriously address, you know, this question. 21 
	  Thank you very much. 22 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  To clarify, our labs are open and 23 operating.  All horses that would normally be tested are 24 being tested currently.  25 
	  Secondly, the whole purpose of this particular 1 issue is to ensure that no drugs are given to the horses 2 within 48 hours of a race, regardless of whether they are 3 for -- regardless of the purpose given.  No drugs are 4 allowed within 48 hours of a race. 5 
	  Any comments or questions from the Board? 6 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 7 Castellanos.  Question. 8 
	  So as far as the current practice that they’ve 9 agreed to, that’s going to be put in writing and presented 10 to us next month? 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  That’s correct.  Basically, what 12 we’re trying to do is get to the situation where whether a 13 horse is racing or working, that’s a 48-hour rule, so no 14 medications can be given to the horses within 48 horses, be 15 there a work or a race. 16 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  (Indiscernible.) 17 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  That’s all they’re trying to 18 achieve. 19 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Thank you. 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other questions from the 21 Board?  Do we have a motion to adopt this suspension 22 approval? 23 
	  MR. MARTEN:  There’s two in the queue. 24 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We will go now to 25 
	our next caller.  That is Martha Sullivan. 1 
	  Please go ahead. 2 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  This is Martha Sullivan again.  I 3 appreciate the answer about the labs being open for these 4 tests. 5 
	  My next point is, is that we know from news 6 accounts that manufacturers and other businesses are being 7 repurposed to the public health priority of like 8 manufacturer ventilators and other equipment and supplies 9 that are needed for this crisis. 10 
	  So I would make a point of how reasonable, how 11 ethical, how, you know, realistic is it for these labs to 12 be used to test for drugs in racehorses?   13 
	  These labs ought to be refocused to doing chest, 14 proposed, particularly for the people that are working at 15 these tracks, they should be repurposed for, you know, the 16 research and the testing that’s being done to try to 17 develop treatments for this plague.  18 
	  I mean, this industry, you are so narcissistic 19 and self-centered.  It’s becoming painfully, painfully, and 20 just about criminally apparent.  21 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  And, Chairman, we do have one 22 additional caller in queue.  That will come from Nancy 23 Mitchell, a concerned citizen in California. 24 
	  Please go ahead. 25 
	  MS. MITCHELL:  Hi.  Again, this is Nancy 1 Mitchell, concerned citizen.  And thank you, again, for 2 clarifying Martha Sullivan’s question regarding if the labs 3 are open.  But, with all due respect, you only answered 4 part of the question here. 5 
	  The other question, which is a valid 6 determination, rather that the person or an animal being 7 administered a drug, is this drug medically necessary?  And 8 by medically necessary, the determination has to be made, 9 is the animal’s life at stake?  Is this a life-and-death 10 matter?  Or, again, is this strictly a performance-11 enhancing medication being dispersed for that reason?  And 12 I think I’d like you to address that, please, because it’s 13 a very, very valid concern.  I mean, none of us take
	  Thank you.  17 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions or comments from the 18 Board?  Can we have a motion to approve? 19 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 20 Castellanos’ motion. 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 22 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Second by Commissioner 23 Alfieri. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 25 
	  Commissioner Gonzales? 1 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 3 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 5 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 7 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 9 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  We move on to item number 11 13 [sic], Discussion and action and action by the Board 12 regarding the proposed amendments of CHRB Rule 1843.3, 13 Penalties for Medication Violations; CHRB Rule 1843.5, 14 
	Medication, Drugs, and Other Substances Permitted After 15 Entry in a Race; and CHRB Rule 1844, Authorized Medication, 16 to codify the Board’s prior temporary suspension of 17 authorized medication for all horses participating in all 18 licensed horse racing meetings. 19 
	  Dr. Arthur, Dr. Brodnik -- or Mr. Brodnik 20 probably want to comment on this? 21 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  That’s actually me, Chairman 22 Ferraro.  It’s Amanda Drummond, Policy and Regulations 23 Manager again.  So since this is in relation -- 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Sorry, Amanda. 25 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  You’re totally fine.  Don’t worry 1 about it. 2 
	  So since this is in relation to the last agenda 3 item and it’s, you know, a little confusing, I’m going to 4 give a brief history on this. 5 
	  So in March of 2019 the Board did suspend 11 6 medications pursuant to Board Rule 1844.1.  That rule does 7 allow for medications to be suspended for up to a 12-month 8 period. 9 
	  Following that meeting, in June of 2019 the Board 10 did direct Staff to initiate the rulemaking package, which 11 is this package, and that would codify those suspensions, 12 so that is that rulemaking. 13 
	  However, at the January meeting, we realized that 14 there was going to be an overlap between the suspensions 15 and this final package being completed, which is when we 16 did that emergency regulation to bridge that gap.  And that 17 emergency regulation went into effect on February 26th. 18 
	  It was also at the February meeting that we 19 struck that subsection (g) from 1843.5 to be consistent 20 with the approved emergency regulations and that would 21 require a 15-day notice from this package. 22 
	  As we discussed following the meeting, there were 23 concerns raised about the definition of enter to race on 24 the approval of the packages.  And so we actually held off 25 
	on issuing that 15-day notice following that February 1 meeting, just so we could do one complete 15-day notice 2 because we understood we’d probably have to change the 3 definition of 15-day notice in this package as well. 4 
	  So it is here for your consideration to see if we 5 would like to change the definition of entered in the 6 complete package as well. 7 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes.  This is 8 Dr. Arthur.  And what Amanda is talking about is reverting 9 1843.5(a) to the original language, and that would as -- 10 this rule is -- in this rule, “A horse is deemed entered in 11 a race 48 hours before post time of the running of the 12 race.” 13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions or comments from 14 the Board? 15 
	  Do we have a queue on this, Operator? 16 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do have one individual in 17 queue.  That is Heather Hyde. 18 
	  Please go ahead. 19 
	  MS. HYDE:  Hi.  I’m sorry.  Are we talking about 20 agenda number 13? 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  We are. 22 
	  MS. HYDE:  Okay.  Yeah.  I wanted to just see -- 23 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Hey, on -- 24 
	  MS. HYDE:  -- about the public hearing.  This is 25 
	Heather Hyde.  I’m a concerned citizen. 1 
	  I know that you have some court dates for the 2 people that are in violation for at the end of April and 3 May.  It’s Owner-Trainer Oscar Heredia delegated his 4 training duties -- 5 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Ma’am, excuse me. 6 
	  MS. HYDE:  -- for a horse he owns. 7 
	  Yes? 8 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Yeah.  I think 9 we’re not yet on 13.  This is agenda item number 12. 10 
	  MS. HYDE:  Okay.  Let’s see.  Well, okay, I’ll 11 just say, I hope you guys make the right decision. 12 
	  Thank you very much. 13 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  And, Chairman, we have no 14 further callers in queue. 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Oh, I’m confused, Rick. 16 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Yes, Mr. Chairman, 17 on number 11 we addressed -- 18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah. 19 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- the emergency 20 rule that, really, was a stopgap measure that caused all 21 the problems that we described. 22 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Right. 23 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  And so you have the 24 authority under CHRB Rule 1406 to suspend that rule on 25 
	conditions that you imposed.  That’s finished. 1 
	  Now we’re going back to, actually, a rule that 2 was started a year ago and that’s when the Board took 3 emergency action to suspend the permitted thresholds for 4 medications.  But at the same time the Board had to move a 5 new revised rule that would replace the one that had been, 6 effectively, suspended.  That has been moving through the 7 pipeline, was modified, and then Staff will correct me here 8 if I’m wrong, was modified at a previous meeting.  And it’s 9 coming back to you after a 15-day -- a s
	  There is additional language for you to consider 12 today that Amanda Drummond described that would permanently 13 change the entry time to 48 hours -- or the, I’m sorry, the 14 restricted time for administration of medications to 48 15 hours before post time.  That’s in 1843.5. 16 
	  So two -- that’s why it’s confusing.  The number 17 11 was really a stopgap measure that was put into place, so 18 12 is now -- will be the final rule that will hit the books 19 once you are satisfied with it. 20 
	  I think we’re -- let me ask Amanda, Amanda -- 21 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  Um-hmm. 22 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- if the Board 23 adopts the language that you described in 1843.5, then this 24 language will have to go back out for 15-day public 25 
	comment; is that correct? 1 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  Correct.  Yeah.  So we didn’t do 2 the first 15 days from February because we got those 3 comments quite quickly after that meeting.  So I directed 4 Staff to hold off on that because I was fairly certain we 5 were going to have to do another one and I wanted to just 6 incorporate all the changes into one.  So we didn’t do the 7 original 15-day striking (g), so I’m going to do one 15-day 8 incorporating striking (g) from the February meeting. And 9 if the Board chooses to modify (a), modify
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  All right.  So 11 simply stated, if they make that choice to modify -- 12 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  Um-hmm. 13 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- as you 14 described, then the entire packet will go back out for a 15 15-day review, the changes at least, the proposed changes, 16 go back out for 15-day review.  At that time, if -- 17 depending on what happens in public comment, this then can 18 finally be codified; is that correct? 19 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  Correct.  Yeah.  And we’re hoping 20 for some time in mid-May. 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  22 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  And, Dr. Ferraro, if you’re 23 confused in terms of the numbering, I think it’s because in 24 your packet, this is falling under tab 13, but it’s because 25 
	we struck number 7 from the packet because it was a 1 presentation and there was no way for us to do a 2 presentation via teleconference, so that might be why 3 there’s some confusion. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  I think that’s the problem, yeah. 5  Yeah. 6 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  All right. 7 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have comments or questions 8 from the Board please? 9 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Commissioner 10 Castellanos.  Question. 11 
	  So if I understand this correctly, and which I 12 think I do, all we’re doing is just correcting the domino 13 effect of what was done on the previous, I guess number 13 14 or 12, whichever one it was, and all we’re doing is making 15 that correction moving forward; correct? 16 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  This is Dr. 17 Arthur.  That is correct. 18 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Okay. 19 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  We’re going back 20 to the original language on 1843.5.  That will end up, when 21 it goes out for 15-day notice, unchanged from what it was 22 originally. 23 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Got it.  24 Understandable.  Castellanos moves. 25 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other -- Damascus, did you 1 have a motion? 2 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes, sir.  Mr. 3 Castellanos’ motion. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 5 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Alfieri.  I’ll second. 6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 7 
	  Commissioner Gonzales? 8 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 9 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 10 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 12 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 14 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 16 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 17 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Thank you. 18 
	  All right, now we go to 13, discussion and action 19 by the Board regarding the proposed amendments to CHRB Rule 20 1843.3, Penalties for Medication Violations; CHRB Rule 21 1843.5, Medication, Drugs, and Other Substances Permitted 22 After Entry in a Race; and CHRB Rule 1844, Authorized 23 Medication, to codify the Board’s prior temporary 24 suspension of authorized medications for all horses 25 
	participating in all licensed horse racing meetings [sic]. 1 
	  Amanda, are you going to explain this one to us 2 also? 3 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  Yes, I am.  Okay, so this one is 4 relatively straightforward.  So this is Amanda Drummond, 5 Policy and Regulations Manager again. 6 
	  So this is an amendment to Rule 1503.  This would 7 require that individuals hold and Assistant Trainer license 8 in good standing for at least one year as a prerequisite -- 9 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Wait. 10 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  -- for obtaining a -- 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Wait.  Wait a minute.  Wait a 12 minute, Amanda, we’re not talking about the same one.  13 You’re talking about 14. 14 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Mr. Chairman, we 15 have the same confusion caused by the fact that we had an 16 amended notice of meeting that was sent out -- 17 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Oh, okay. 18 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- that, 19 apparently, is not in your Board book.  So what you read is 20 the item that was just voted on.  Now we’re moving to what 21 on the amended notice of meeting is number 13.  And it’s 22 the one that relates to the qualifications for license as 23 trainer or assistant trainer. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  You guys need to get me a guide 25 
	dog.  I’m having trouble.  Okay. 1 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Oh, sorry about 2 that. 3 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  I’ll read it again, Amanda. 4 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Sorry about this 5 confusion. 6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  And then you can clarify it.  7 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  No problem. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Public hearing and action by the 9 Board regarding the proposed amendment to CHRB Rule 1503, 10 Qualifications for a License as a Trainer or Assistant 11 Trainer, to require that individuals hold an Assistant 12 Trainer license in good standing for at least one year as a 13 prerequisite for a Trainer license. 14 
	  Now, Amanda -- 15 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  All right. 16 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- go ahead. 17 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  So, yes, this is Amanda Drummond, 18 Policy and Regulations Manager. 19 
	  So this is an amendment to Rule 1503.  This would 20 require that individuals hold an Assistant Trainer license 21 in good standing for at least one year as a prerequisite to 22 obtaining a Trainer license.  And it would also modify 23 additional requirements for taking the Trainer’s license 24 test. 25 
	  So the 45-day comment period has closed and no 1 comments were received during that comment period. 2 
	  And I’m here if you have any questions? 3 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board?  4 
	  Do we have a queue on this? 5 
	  MR. MARTEN:  There’s a queue. 6 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes, we do have Heather Hyde 7 with us, a concerned citizen. 8 
	  Please go ahead. 9 
	  MS. HYDE:  Hello again.  Heather Hyde, concerned 10 citizen. 11 
	  It just seems like there’s a tomfoolery and 12 clowning around that goes on.  This is serious stuff.  13 We’re talking about lives in the hands of not only you on 14 the Board but also on the track.  And, I mean, I don’t know 15 how you guys are handling real life.  If you’re having a 16 hard time even following along with this agenda, you know? 17   18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do you have any questions -- 19 
	  MS. HYDE:  So -- 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- regarding the licensure of a 21 trainer? 22 
	  MS. HYDE:  Yes, I do. 23 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  This off topic -- 24 
	  MS. HYDE:  So you have -- 25 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- of the agenda item. 1 
	  MS. HYDE:  You have -- 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, let me -- 3 
	  MS. HYDE:  Yes, this is the agenda.  I was 4 leading up to that. 5 
	  So I don’t know who really receives this but I 6 also see you have hearing dates on May 1st and April 27th 7 for supposed licensed horse owners and trainers, Mario 8 Garcia, Trainer Antonio Garcia, and Owner-Trainer Oscar 9 Heredia.  It seems like they’ve breached some violations 10 and breached their duties.  So it just seems like there’s a 11 lot of belly flopping going on and nobody really overseeing 12 stuff. 13 
	  So, you know, it’s a big concern that things are 14 not being actively pursued or regulated.  You know, these 15 are the lives of animals.  So we’ve got Mario Garcia, a 16 licensed owner actively training a horse without -- 17 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Heather? 18 
	  MS. HYDE:  -- a Trainer’s license. 19 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Heather?  Heather, excuse me, 20 we’re talking about qualifications to get a Trainer’s 21 license.  We’re not talking about -- 22 
	  MS. HYDE:  And I’m -- 23 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- violations and hearings or 24 something else. 25 
	  MS. HYDE:  Well, I’m talking -- it’s the same 1 thing.  These are the same people that supposedly have 2 their license or have the license or no license and they’re 3 being -- they have a hearing date with you guys. 4 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 5 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Mr. Chairman, I 6 think it’s -- 7 
	  MS. HYDE:  So -- 8 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- inappropriate 9 for the Board to hear any comments on a pending case.  You 10 are, eventually, the judges.  And I don’t think -- 11 
	  MS. HYDE:  It’s on -- 12 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- it’s fair  13 
	to -- 14 
	  MS. HYDE:  -- it’s on public -- 15 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- anything to 16 be -- 17 
	  MS. HYDE:  -- it’s on -- 18 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- anything -- 19 anything to prejudice -- 20 
	  MS. HYDE:  You’re taking up my minute. 21 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- the Board. 22 
	  MS. HYDE:  You’re taking up my minutes.  There’s 23 no prejudice.  It’s clear on the record. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you, Operator. 25 
	  MS. HYDE:  It’s noted. 1 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Let’s go on.  Anybody else in the 2 queue? 3 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  No, sir, not at this time. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Comments from the Board?  Do we 5 have a motion to approve this item? 6 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis.  Move. 7 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  I’ll second.  Commissioner 8 Ferraro votes yes. 9 
	  Commissioner Gonzales? 10 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 12 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 14 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 16 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 17 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Alex Solis? 18 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 19 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Motion approved. 20 
	  Now 14, if I’m correct, please correct me if I’m 21 not, is a public hearing and action by the Board regarding 22 the proposed amendment to CHRB Rule 1844, Veterinarian 23 Report, to require such reports to be submitted 24 electronically. 25 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Mr. Chairman, 1 Dr. Arthur, Equine Medical Director. 2 
	  This is a need that the Board has had for a very, 3 very long time.  As you know, from many years ago, even 4 when you and I started practicing, we were required to 5 produce treatment records to the official veterinarian.  6 They’re handwritten.  They’re hard to read.  They’re very 7 difficult to -- or impossible to search, almost impossible. 8 It takes a long time when we try to review a case or to 9 review a medication violation. 10 
	  And what we’re doing here is requiring that the 11 treatment reports be submitted electronically.  That will 12 allow us to search by day, by horse, by trainer, by drug 13 treatment, by track.  And the system has all horses in it, 14 except Standardbreds, and a system that already has in it 15 the pedigree, the markings, the tattoo, microchip, race 16 record, work tab, and everything else. 17 
	  Is it perfect?  Certainly, from the Board’s 18 perspective, it gives us all the information that we’ve 19 wanted for a long time.  Is it a hassle for the 20 practitioners to set up?  Yes, it is, but having been 21 Chairman of the Board of the Medical Clinic at CTHF back in 22 the -- or back last decade when we moved to electronic 23 records, the physicians didn’t want to do that either.  24 
	  Once it’s set up it becomes a lot more easier to 25 
	do.  And there are options for veterinarians to figure out 1 or have a vendor that can download their treatments, either 2 into the billing program or vice versa. 3 
	  So it is something that I think we need to move 4 forward.  It is a real challenge to go through virtually 5 40, 50 pages of handwritten notes and try to pick up 6 treatments of concern.  This would allow us to review these 7 in a more timely manner and make it less challenging for 8 the official veterinarians and their secretaries to review 9 all the treatments on horses that are entered to race. 10 
	  So I certainly encourage the Board to move this 11 forward. 12 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  This database that they’re 13 entering this in, this is an established database already? 14 And who’s data is this? 15 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  It’s actually 16 housed within the InCompass system for -- or, actually, the 17 Jockey Club information system.  It is confidential.  We 18 can limit access to it to only CHRB designees.  For 19 example, the 1842 requires that the Board keep this 20 information confidential unless in the action of or 21 exercise of the Board’s jurisdiction.  So we have control 22 over who has access to it, just like we do the veterinary 23 confidentials today.  It’s being provided at no ch
	well. 1 
	  And I don’t know if Samantha Smith or Kristin 2 Werner from the Jockey Club are on the line or not, they 3 can explain it further.  It’s been trialed.  Obviously, 4 veterinarians don’t want to have to enter their data twice 5 into their billing system and into this system but there 6 are different ways to get that data in there. 7 
	  What we need, as a regulatory agency, is we need 8 to be able to search the treatment data that we have to 9 make sure that treatments are being done appropriately, 10 that we can review treatment records of horses.  It’s 11 particularly important for the panel in reviewing horses 12 that are entered and anything that you can imagine that is 13 related to treatments that are provided to horses within 14 the inclosure. 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Comments or questions from the 16 Board please?  17 
	  Do we have a queue on this, Operator? 18 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We do.  We will now go to Dr. 19 Jeff Blea -- I’m sorry -- a private physician. 20 
	  Please go ahead. 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Good morning, Dr. Blea. 22 
	  DR. BLEA:  Chairman, Board, thank you for the 23 opportunity.  My name is Jeff Blea.  I’m a private 24 practitioner here at Santa Anita.  And I am in complete 25 
	agreement with the spirit of the modification of 1842, to 1 go to electronic, for all the reasons Dr. Arthur mentioned. 2  Not only do you create a very good database on the animals 3 here, but it allows us to do some epidemiological studies 4 and work that would benefit the health and the welfare of 5 the racehorse, especially here in Southern California. 6 
	  That being said, Samantha Smith was the 7 individual who wrote the program.  I, personally, beta 8 tested this program for many, many months, along with 9 Samantha Smith and Kristin of the Jockey Club.  It took a 10 lot of time, a lot of effort.  Samantha did a yeoman’s job 11 putting this program together. 12 
	  This program was built based upon my practice, 13 how I do things in practice, the abbreviations, the codes 14 that are used in our practice to go written to electronic. 15 We’ve modified it numerous times, like I said, beta tested 16 it over many, many months.  Several other practitioners 17 around the country were asked to beta test it.  They all 18 bailed out because it was too complex and too time 19 consuming.  As we grew the beta test and Samantha refined 20 the program, redesigned the program, we g
	  At the onset, there were two requests that made, 23 one, it has to be user friendly to get practitioners to do 24 it and, two, you have to be able to incorporate it into our 25 
	medical record billing systems.  Otherwise, we’d be doing 1 the same work twice, one for the regulatory group, one for 2 our medical records only. 3 
	  The program, as good as it is -- and I’m not 4 (indiscernible) the program, I support the program -- could 5 fall short of meeting the requirements of both the 6 regulatory officials and the practitioners.  It does not 7 allow us to fulfill our medical record requirements, nor 8 our billing operations with the program. 9 
	  So I met with Samantha a few weeks ago.  She was 10 out here during the regulatory vets meeting.  We met.  I 11 talked to her.  I explained to her that I think we’re one 12 step short with the Jockey Club program, which is at no 13 cost to CHRB, one step short of having the perfect, ideal 14 program. 15 
	  My suggestion to Samantha at the time was where 16 the program fits perfectly would be in the receiving barn 17 or in the CHRB official vet’s office, whereby there’s a 18 single data entry person who would receive our 19 confidentials, as they normally do under Rule 1842.  That 20 individual would enter the data from our confidentials 21 electronically, send it back to us to verify it within 24 22 hours.  We would be filling out one set of records, both 23 for the CHRB and for our medical and billing reco
	salary to perform that task but, as a data entry person, 1 they would have access to all the different practice codes 2 because every practice uses a different software, as you 3 all know that have practiced back here or in veterinary 4 medicine, and all those softwares are all different 5 languages. 6 
	  But if the veterinarians can provide codes for 7 their particular software entries, just as we do now to the 8 official vets who review these, and the secretaries, it 9 would make it a seamless transition.  The only cost would 10 be a salaried person of the official vet’s office to do the 11 data entry, thus allowing this program to suit both the 12 regulatory needs and the practitioner needs. 13 
	  Thank you. 14 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Dr. Blea? 15 
	  DR. BLEA:  Yes, sir? 16 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  So what you’re saying is you 17 don’t think this is workable as it is; is that what I’m 18 hearing? 19 
	  DR. BLEA:  That is correct.  I don’t think it’s 20 where it needs to be just yet.  I think it potentially 21 could be but I don’t think it’s there yet. 22 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  So if we were to move forward 23 with it, you think it would -- people would be out of 24 compliance most of the time; is that correct? 25 
	  DR. BLEA:  I think you’re going to have problems 1 with compliance because, number one, it’s going to take 2 some sort of iPad or some sort of computer model in your 3 vehicle to enter data real time.  Number two, you need 4 internet access.  You cannot do this offline.  Number 5 three, I think it’s like anything else, what you put into 6 it is what you get out of it. 7 
	  So I think if you had a better system, you’d have 8 better compliance, which I think compliance is necessary 9 for this to be a successful program. 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  So you made the statement that a 11 single data entry person would be preferable so that they 12 could take your confidentials?  And you think, given the 13 limited budget of the CHRB and the state, do you think the 14 practitioners could form an association to hire and pay for 15 this person? 16 
	  DR. BLEA:  I can’t speak for them but I think 17 it’s something that would be willing -- we’d be willing to 18 put on the table. 19 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Mr. Chairman, this 20 is Rick Baedeker.  21 
	  I’ll just insert here that keep in mind, we’d be 22 talking about four of these individuals, one at each 23 racetrack, night and day. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions or comments from 25 
	the Board Members? 1 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yeah.  This is 2 Dr. Arthur again. 3 
	  I certainly understand where Jeff -- Dr. Blea is 4 coming from.  I will say that the system does download -- 5 can download whatever is put into it into various formats 6 that could be uploaded into individual billing programs.  7 The developers actually looked at that.  Unfortunately, 8 there’s no one billing program at more than ten percent of 9 the racetrack practitioners use.  So you can’t -- you 10 basically have to model that for each individual billing 11 program.  It is possible.  Whether the vend
	  The real issue is, certainly, who enters the 16 data?  And that’s what we’re really talking about.  Some 17 veterinarians today have their assistants enter the data 18 into the veterinary confidentials, and whether they could 19 do this as well, I don’t want to get into practice 20 management issues.  21 
	  But the real issue for us is that we have piles 22 and piles of medication data that we cannot analyze, we 23 cannot review, we cannot check.  24 
	  So the question is, is when we’re going to move 25 
	this forward with this?  This is a program that’s been 1 developed at no cost to the industry.  And the real issue 2 is, you know, when are we going to try to finally make that 3 step?  It is -- it will be inconvenient.  But I will tell 4 you, right now the official veterinarian’s secretary enters 5 the data into the CHRB Crysis (phonetic) system and then to 6 the InCompass system for our vet list data. 7 
	  Our veterinarians are now using tablets out when 8 they do their examinations so that we can get those -- that 9 information recorded into a shareable database when we 10 actually evaluate horses for soundness and when horses 11 transmit -- transfer from one track to the other track. 12 
	  So all -- if we are going to do the best we can 13 to improve the health and safety of horses, we need to get 14 into the 21st century and we have to have an electronic 15 database.  It’s not going to be done next week.  It’s not 16 going to be done the week after that. 17 
	  Once we require this, people are going to have to 18 learn how to adapt and make it work.  This works for the 19 regulatory agency.  This works for the official 20 veterinarians. 21 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Mr. Chairman, I 22 might add -- this is Rick Baedeker -- I might add that the 23 Board is being asked whether or not they want to move this 24 language to 45-day public comment.  And as we all know, 25 
	from start to finish, to get a rule on the books, we’re 1 talking about, probably, at least nine months.  The Board 2 also has the ability at that point to request a date 3 specific for implementation should there be some logistical 4 issues.  So I know that this has been in the works for more 5 than two years, I think, and we can’t wait forever. 6 
	  As Dr. Arthur said, from a regulatory standpoint, 7 we need to do a better -- we need to have more capabilities 8 for analyzing the administrations of these medications on a 9 daily basis rather than, basically, searching what amounts 10 to file cards.  So we need to, in my opinion, having worked 11 with Dr. Arthur on this, I think the Board can consider 12 this timeframe, that much can be done between now and the 13 time that it finally will become effective. 14 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Comments or questions from the 15 Board?  16 
	  You will notice in your package, you have another 17 veterinarian expressing objections, Kathy Canfield, similar 18 to what Dr. Blea mentioned.  19 
	  Do we have a queue on this? 20 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  We will next go to 21 Samantha Smith with the Jockey Club. 22 
	  Please go ahead. 23 
	  MS. SMITH:  Hi.  This is -- 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Good morning, Samantha. 25 
	  MS. SMITH:  Good morning.  So I think Dr. Arthur 1 and Dr. Blea, they’ve described the system really well.  2 And when I talked with Dr. Blea, I understand his comments, 3 too, about the entry aspect of it. 4 
	  In the development side of the program, it is 5 ready to go.  And however that gets implemented, it’s, 6 basically, it’s built and ready to go.  And each individual 7 veterinarian that would be entering, they have their own 8 set of data that like they cannot see other veterinarians 9 information, and they can also program the codes, so the 10 billing codes that they want to enter by, that can all be 11 set up on the backend as well so that when they’re going 12 through and, you know, saying a drug, they 
	  So there’s been some shortcuts that have been 19 added to ease the entry.  And so whenever someone decides 20 to pick this up and implement this, I am available to help 21 with all the initial setup as well. 22 
	  So I think that’s the only comment that I have to 23 say about the system so far. 24 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  And just to clarify, 25 
	Commissioners, this is Amanda Drummond, Policy and 1 Regulations Manager again, this regulation is actually 2 coming back from 45 days, so it’s actually at the end of 3 the regulatory process.  So after this, if you approve it, 4 it will actually be going to OAL.  And if they approve it, 5 it will be effective relatively quickly. 6 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Oh, thank you, 7 Amanda.  I’m sorry I missed that. 8 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  No problem. 9 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  So that’s an 10 important point.  I retract what I said before about the 11 timeframe.  So Amanda is correct then.  This is coming back 12 to you for adoption. 13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Comments or questions from the 14 Board please? 15 
	  Do we have a motion? 16 
	  MR. MARTEN:  There’s people in queue. 17 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Pardon me. 19 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes, sir, we will now move on to 20 our next individual, and that is Heather Hyde, a concerned 21 citizen. 22 
	  Please go ahead. 23 
	  MS. HYDE:  Hello.  My name is Heather Hyde and 24 this is on topic for agenda number 14 in regards to 25 
	Veterinarian Report. 1 
	  I do want to thank you, the CHRB, for filing 2 complaints against eight people at Santa Anita, five of the 3 eight which are veterinarians.  4 
	  So please continue to make aware and put these 5 people out and responsible for any type of violation that 6 they are, you know, a part of.  So please keep with the 7 animal welfare.  I know that these are legal cases, hearing 8 dates that you have pending, but please have these 9 veterinarians be accountable.  Don’t let it just be a slap 10 on the wrist.  It doesn’t -- 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Heather -- 12 
	  MS. HYDE:  -- necessarily -- 13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Heather -- 14 
	  MS. HYDE:  -- need to be -- 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- you’re off topic. 16 
	  MS. HYDE:  -- them hanging on the cross.  No, 17 it’s about -- 18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Move on -- 19 
	  MS. HYDE:  -- the Veterinarian Report. 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- to the next person please. 21 
	  MS. HYDE:  That is right here. 22 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Let’s move on to the next person, 23 Operator. 24 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We will now move on 25 
	to Josh Rubenstein of Del Mar. 1 
	  Please go ahead. 2 
	  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  This is Greg Avioli. 3 
	  The question that the director of our TOC 4 Medication Committee has asked me to raise is, is the 5 interpretation of this rule that you’re considering is that 6 there is only one system that could be used to transfer 7 these records.  And it brings back memories of discussion 8 in the last few months on allowing one particular type of 9 crop versus allowing multiple ones because no one knows 10 who’s going to end up with the best mousetrap. 11 
	  So my one question is: If, in fact, that’s the 12 correct reading of this, that it’s the system that you’re 13 authorizing from -- that the Jockey Club has built for this 14 system, could you slightly modify it to say that you need a 15 system that’s approved by the CHRB and you are approving 16 this one at this time but leave yourself the ability to 17 authorize other electronic systems or apps that are 18 developed in the future? 19 
	  Thank you. 20 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  This is Dr. 21 Arthur.  Let me address that. 22 
	  The rule actually says using an electronic online 23 form prescribed by the Board.  So I interpret that as 24 meaning that the Board decides exactly what form that is. 25 
	  Just to be clear, this -- the data I this can be 1 downloaded into various formats if, for example, the CHRB 2 wanted to develop their own program or some other 3 commercial program became available, so that you would be 4 able to transfer the information to a different program. 5 
	  I will say that virtually every racing track in 6 the U.S. uses the InCompass program that is tied into this 7 with the Equibase and all the other information that allows 8 us to access the race records, the microchip number, the 9 tattoo number, the markings, the breeding, and everything 10 else that we have records on associated with this horse 11 that would be important in terms of making health and 12 regulatory-related decisions. 13 
	  So I think, hopefully, that answers Greg’s 14 concern.  We’re not married to this.  We’re not buying it. 15 It’s not -- it doesn’t preclude somebody from coming up 16 with a better mousetrap. 17 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  This is -- 18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions or comments -- 19 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- Commissioner Alfieri. 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- from the Board?   21 
	  Dennis? 22 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yeah.  I just think this 23 is great.  We’ve moving in a positive step forward.  And 24 we’ve been talking about this a long time, this forum.  I 25 
	don’t know why we’re spending so much time on this today. 1 Let’s just -- I fully support this.  And, obviously, it’s 2 going to be modified over time but it’s a step in the right 3 direction and we need it. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do you want to put that in the 5 form of a motion? 6 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Well, I support.  You 7 know, I move that we approve this motion. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Is there a second? 9 
	  MR. MARTEN:  There’s two in queue. 10 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 11 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos.  Second. 12 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  All right.  We will move next to 13 Martha Sullivan. 14 
	  Please go ahead. 15 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  This is Martha Sullivan. 16 
	  Back in January and February, both meetings, I 17 brought up the fact that the emergency power to suspend 18 races cites as one metric the above average number of 19 injuries.  And we were told that -- 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Martha, we’re -- 21 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- injuries are tracked 22 veterinarian -- 23 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- the subject is the -- 24 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- in the Veterinarian Report. 25 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- electronic Veterinarian 1 Report. 2 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  I’m getting to that.  3 
	  Injuries are tracked in the Veterinarian Report, 4 so are these going to be tracked in this system? 5 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Injuries are already -- 6 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  Are injuries going to be -- 7 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- tracked by the -- 8 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- tracked in this system? 9 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- official veterinarian.  10 Injuries are already -- 11 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  So will injuries be tracked in 12 this system?  I heard about medication -- 13 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  No.  Injuries -- 14 this is Dr. Arthur. 15 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- but I didn’t hear anything 16 about injuries. 17 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  This is Dr. 18 Arthur.  The injuries are tracked on the vet’s list.  You 19 can actually -- it’s a public list.  You can access that. 20 Those are the injuries that are identified by the official 21 veterinarian or the track veterinarian and they are a 22 public document. 23 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  So we have to go backtrack -- 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any treatment -- 25 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- five months -- 1 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- any -- 2 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- to identify injuries? 3 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Martha, any treatment that’s 4 administered by the veterinarian to an injured horse will 5 be in that record as part of the vet’s record.  The  6 
	other -- 7 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  Okay.  That was my question. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  The injuries are also -- 9 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  If people would just answer. 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- tracked by the official 11 veterinarian. 12 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  But how is that data available in 13 terms of you calculating an above average number of 14 injuries? 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  It’s already tracked and it’s on 16 our website. 17 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  So are you calculating an above 18 average, you know, the average number of injuries? 19 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  If they are -- 20 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  You have a running average -- 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- above average then -- 22 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- of injuries? 23 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- you would calculate them.  24 Yes. 25 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  You have a running average of 1 injuries? 2 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  Martha, that data 3 has been -- 4 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  And where is that available 5 publicly? 6 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- there for years. 7 It has compared -- you’re talking about above average, so 8 we have a baseline for injuries and it’s not difficult to 9 track them, and that’s currently being done. 10 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  And where is that available 11 publicly? 12 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  It’s available to 13 the veterinarian.  Thank you. 14 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  Where is it available --  15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  It’s available -- 16 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- publicly? 17 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- it’s available on the CHRB 18 website. 19 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  The average is available?  The 20 average number of injuries is available on the CHRB 21 website? 22 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  No, it’s not, 23 Martha.  There’s no requirement to post it on the website. 24 It’s the responsibility of the official veterinarian. 25 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  That’s what your emergency rule is 1 based on. 2 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  The emergency rule 3 requires -- 4 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  That’s what the emergency rule is 5 based on -- 6 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- CHRB to keep -- 7 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- that was passed last year. 8 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- we do keep the 9 data. 10 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  How could you not -- 11 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  We don’t have to 12 publish it -- 13 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- use that? 14 
	  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BAEDEKER:  -- on the website. 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right, Operator, let’s move 16 on. 17 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We have one 18 additional caller and that is Denise Bolbol. 19 
	  Please go ahead. 20 
	  MS. BOLBOL:  So I say, welcome to the 21st 21 century, that you’re making this electronic. 22 
	  I think that concerns about connectivity are 23 ridiculous.  I mean, we live in the modern world and that 24 should not be an impediment to making sure these 25 
	veterinarian reports get reported timely. 1 
	  And I request that this Board make these 2 veterinarian reports available simultaneously online in a 3 database situation where we can go on, as the public, and 4 view them.  It’s very easy to add an algorithm to any form 5 that could protect any private information, such as, you 6 know, telephone number, that sort of thing.  But this 7 information should be made immediately available to the 8 public, as should all the information that this Board 9 receives because you are supposed to be serving a public 
	  So please make that a request to whoever designed 13 this software system, that that should be made available on 14 a website for the public to access so we can get it in a 15 timely manner, within 24 hours. 16 
	  Thank you. 17 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay. 19 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  There are no other callers. 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  We have a motion.  We have a 21 motion to adopt.  Commissioner Ferraro votes in favor 22 
	  Commissioner Gonzales? 23 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 25 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 1 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 2 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 3 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 4 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 5 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 6 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 7 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay, we move on now.  I think I 8 finally have the binder coordinated with the agenda.  9 That’s a good thing. 10 
	  So the next item is a public hearing and action 11 by the Board regarding the proposed addition of CHRB Rule 12 
	1842.5, Trainers to Maintain Medication Treatment Records, 13 of all treatments given to a horse, including veterinary 14 procedures performed and all medications administered, such 15 records to be available for inspection by representatives 16 of the CHRB in their official duties. 17 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  Good morning, Chairman, Members of 18 the Board.  Robert Brodnik, California Horse Racing Board. 19 
	  Item 15 is a proposal to add Rule 1842.5 which, 20 as mentioned, would require that the trainers maintain a 21 record of all medication treatments administered to a horse 22 under their care that occurs within the inclosure. 23 
	  This proposal is back from the public comment 24 period.  There were no public comments submitted.  The 25 
	Board is free to adopt this regulation as presented. 1 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  To be clear, this regulation 2 requires the trainers to maintain medication treatment 3 records for the medications that they administer themselves 4 or their employees administer.  It does not require them to 5 keep a record of what the veterinarian -- their 6 veterinarian has treated horses; is that correct? 7 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes.  This is 8 Dr. Arthur. 9 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  Robert Brodnik, California Horse 10 Racing Board.  Oh. 11 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes. 12 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  Yes, that is correct -- 13 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  That is correct. 14 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  -- Commissioners. 15 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any comments or questions from 16 the Board?   17 
	  Do we have a queue on this? 18 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes.  We will now go to Alan 19 Balch with the California Thoroughbred Trainers. 20 
	  Please go ahead. 21 
	  MR. BALCH:  Alan Balch, CTT. 22 
	  Just to be clear, just want to make sure we’re 23 clear, we don’t object to this, trainer to maintain 24 medication treatment records, and the agenda item says -- 25 
	oh, let me get it in front of me -- “of all treatments 1 given to a horse, including veterinary procedures performed 2 and all medications administered.” 3 
	  So the question has been raised by some owners 4 and trainer as to electrolytes, supplements, that kind of 5 thing.  The way the body of the rule reads to me, it’s 6 definitely medications, but I just wanted to be sure or 7 maybe make a record of that.  8 
	  Thank you. 9 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Dr. Arthur? 10 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yeah.  This is 11 Dr. Arthur.  12 
	  The intention of this is to record all 13 medications that would be prohibited substances or 14 prescribed by veterinarians that are prohibited substances. 15 
	  So the problem we run into all the time is that 16 there’s no record of who gave that Acepromazine pill to the 17 horse?  Who gave the clenbuterol?  These are oral.  These 18 are prescribed by veterinarians.  They’re administered 19 orally to the horse.  And many, many trainers, many 20 trainers, actually, have very, very good records already.  21 I just want to say that. 22 
	  But there are many instances where there’s no 23 record of who gave the horse, when and where, what the 24 prescription was, who ordered the prescription.  And this 25 
	is just, frankly, it’s just good business practice and good 1 trainer already do this. 2 
	  And just as an aside, and I’m not recommending 3 this, there is a commercial program that’s available that 4 trainers can actually use to maintain records if they don’t 5 want to keep a book or various ways to do this.  We’re not 6 telling them how to do it because trainers, some trainers, 7 already do this in different ways.  What we’re just telling 8 them is that they have to have this information. 9 
	  And this has been not only the fatality review at 10 Santa Anita but it was an issue we run into in terms of 11 medication violations all the time. 12 
	  But to Alan’s question, the intent is that we 13 have a record of those medications that are otherwise 14 prohibited substances that require prescriptions. 15 
	  MR. BALCH:  Thank you, Dr. Arthur.  So 16 electrolytes, supplements and so forth that are 17 administered in accordance with the rules at the timeframe, 18 you wouldn’t have to put those down?  These are for the 19 medications that are administered according to a 20 prescription that trainers take care of? 21 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes, but just to 22 be clear, if they go to the pharmacy and buy and over-the-23 counter product that has lidocaine in it, they would be 24 expected to report that. 25 
	  MR. BALCH:  Okay.  That’s important.  And we can 1 work together offline in how we advise, in detail, because 2 we want everyone to be in compliance with the rule.  And we 3 agree with it completely.   4 
	  Thank you. 5 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  We have a long queue.  And in the 7 interest of time, Operator, I’m going to hold all client 8 comments until we get to the end, item 17, so we can get 9 this done in a timely manner. 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do I have questions or comments 11 from the Board regarding this rule?  Do we have a motion to 12 approve? 13 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos.  Motion. 14 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 15 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Solis.  Second.  Alex Solis 16 seconds. 17 
	  MR. BRODNIK: Commissioner --  18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 19 
	  MR. BRODNIK:  -- or, excuse me, Chair -- 20 Chairman, Robert Brodnik, California Horse Racing Board.  21 Just want to clarify.  I was confused by your statement. 22 
	  This is coming back from a 45-day, so we would 23 need to take any public comment, if there was any. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah, and we’ll take it at the 25 
	end.   1 
	  So where we are.  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 2 
	  Commissioner Gonzales? 3 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 5 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 7 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 8 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 9 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  We don’t have to take 10 public comment before we vote? 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Let’s take it at the end.  This 12 is a minor deal here. 13 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  No. 14 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  We’ll be here all day if we don’t 15 get going. 16 
	  Commissioner Solis? 17 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Our final item before public 19 comment is Public hearing and action by the Board regarding 20 the proposed amendment to CHRB Rule 1845, Authorized 21 Bleeder Medication, to change the allowable dosage of 22 furosemide that can be administered from not less than 150 23 milligrams and not more than 500 milligrams to 250 24 milligrams; and to prohibit the administration of 25 
	furosemide in foals born in 2018 and subsequent years. 1 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  Good morning -- or afternoon, 2 Commissioners.  This is Amanda Drummond, Policy and 3 Regulations Manager again. 4 
	  So this amendment in your packets would change 5 the allowable dosage of Lasix that can be administered from 6 no less than 150 milligrams to no more than 50 [sic] 7 milligrams to 250, and prohibit the administration of Lasix 8 to foals born in 2018 and subsequent years. 9 
	  If you recall, I did email you yesterday an 10 alternative amendment to the language that has been 11 proposed, wherein subsection (a)(1) would be amended, and 12 this would actually prohibit the use of Lasix for two-year-13 old horses only.  So this medication would be authorized in 14 older horses at a maximum level of 250 milligrams. 15 
	  So this language is back from 45 days.  So if the 16 Board did want to modify this new -- adopt this new 17 language, we would send it out for a 15-day notice. 18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  So the change you’re talking 19 about is the wording that says, “foals born in 2018 and 20 subsequent years,” to limit it to just, “foals born in 21 2018;” is that correct?  Is that what we’re -- 22 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  Correct.  Yeah.  So currently, 23 right now, subsection (a)(1), it says “furosemide is 24 prohibited for foals of the 2018 crop -- of the 2018 crop 25 
	year end thereafter.”  And the proposed text is changed -- 1 let me pull it up here -- to -- I’m going to mispronounce 2 this, “furosemide is prohibited for two-year-olds.”  That 3 is the proposed change.  If the Board wants to adopt that, 4 it would go out for a 15-day notice. 5 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Operator, can we get Mr. 6 Rubenstein back on the phone? 7 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes, if he could please press 8 star one? 9 
	  We now have Del Mar on the line. 10 
	  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Josh Rubenstein here. 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Josh? 12 
	  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Yes. 13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Can you speak to the reasoning 14 behind changing it from -- 15 
	  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Sure. 16 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- foals born in 2018 -- 17 
	  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Sure. 18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- to subsequent years to just 19 limiting it to foals born in 2018? 20 
	  MR. RUBENSTEIN:  Sure.  Thank you, Commissioner 21 Ferraro.  22 
	  Yeah, this will -- the no Lasix for two-year-olds 23 only is consistent with all tracks in the alliance that was 24 announced earlier in, I believe, it was April of 2019, so 25 
	that’s NYRA, The Stronach Group, Churchill Downs, 1 Keeneland, et cetera.  So this will put us on par with the 2 rest of the country with no two-year-olds receiving Lasix 3 beginning this year. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions from the Board?  5 
	  So if we adopt this change, it goes out for 15 6 days, correct, and we get public comments? 7 
	  MS. DRUMMOND:  That is correct.  We did receive 8 one public comment that is included in the packet from the 9 Pacific Coast Quarter Horse Racing Association during the 10 45-day comment period. 11 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Mr. Chairman -- 12 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes? 13 
	  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  -- this is Dr. 14 Arthur.  I would like to make a comment. 15 
	  I think this is a reasonable step forward.  We 16 talked earlier about unworkable regulations.  When foals of 17 2018 were going to be running against older horses that 18 were going to be allowed to have Lasix, it was going to be 19 an absolute mess.  This allows us an opportunity to conduct 20 racing for two-year-olds which, arguably, have a less need 21 for furosemide than any other age of horse without getting 22 into the complications of having two horses in the same 23 race running with different ru
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  So if we adopt the rule, the way 25 
	I see it is we have plenty of time to think about what’s 1 going to happen when those horses turn three-year-old and 2 what’s going to happen to next year’s two-year-olds.  We 3 have plenty of time and we see how this works out and adopt 4 the rule that would be applicable based on the data we get 5 from the two-year-olds racing without Lasix. 6 
	  Any comments or questions from the Board?  Can I 7 get a motion to adopt?  This is going out for 15 days, so 8 we can take public comment, then it comes back. 9 
	  MR. MARTEN:  There are seven persons in queue 10 now. 11 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  No, let’s get -- it’s going out 12 for 15 days so we’ll take it later.  We need to get this 13 done.  We have another meeting behind this one. 14 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I’ll make a motion to 15 approve. 16 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  I’ll second it. 17 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Alfieri. 18 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 19 
	  Commissioner Gonzales? 20 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 22 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 23 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 24 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 25 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 1 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 3 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  We move on to item 17, 5 which is the period for public comment.  6 
	  I will remind all those in the queue that you 7 have two minutes.  We will warn you when you have 30 8 seconds left, and at two minutes, which you will be -- 9 quickly, we’ll move on to the next person. 10 
	  We have a total of 30 minutes.  So if those of 11 you in the queue can be of courtesy to your fellow 12 citizens, if you are repeating something that’s already 13 been discussed, perhaps you can forego your comments. 14 
	  So, Operator, we can start with the queue now. 15 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We will go now to 16 Dino Perez with Pacific Coast Quarter Horse Racing 17 Association. 18 
	  Please go ahead. 19 
	  MR. PEREZ:  Hello.  This is Dino.  Yeah, I’m 20 sorry, I was in line for 16.  I have no public comment. 21 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 22 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.  We will now go to 23 Oscar de la Torre, a Horse Racing Worker Advocate. 24 
	  Please go ahead.  And, Oscar, your line is now 25 
	live. 1 
	  MR. DE LA TORRE:  Yeah.  Am I live now? 2 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  You are, sir. 3 
	  MR. DE LA TORRE:  Okay.  So I can start speaking? 4 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Yes, please. 5 
	  MR. DE LA TORRE:  Yes.  Okay.  Hello, Members of 6 the Board, Oscar dee la Torre, Horse Racing Worker 7 Advocate.  And just want to make sure that we are thinking 8 about the workers and their families. 9 
	  There’s a lot of uncertainty out there right now. 10 And the fact that people can still work has given them a 11 lot of certainty in their lives.  As you all know, these 12 workers are very vulnerable, depend on their salaries and 13 health benefits.  14 
	  So there’s also medical services on the premises. 15 And there’s very strict protocols that are being followed 16 right now at the track, especially at Santa Anita.  And we 17 just need to make sure that we’re thinking about the 18 workers and their families during this time and allowing 19 them the opportunity to continue to work, of course, you 20 know, with safety first, is something that’s going to bring 21 stability to their families and to these workers. 22 
	  So I thank you all very much for everything that 23 you all are doing to keep the workers, especially in the 24 backstretch, in mind. 25 
	  Thank you. 1 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 2 
	  We’ll move next to Heather Hyde, a concerned 3 citizen. 4 
	  Please go ahead. 5 
	  MS. HYDE:  Wow.  Why have you not been 6 responsible, Stronach Group, and Aiden Butler that 7 represents them, to start testing those who live at the 8 track, but also those other licensed persons that are 9 entering and exiting the track on an hourly and daily 10 basis? 11 
	  I have seen with my own two eyes on the 12 simulcasted races that there is no social distancing when 13 the track is going on and you are racing the horses.  14 There’s still people in clusters and groups, regardless of 15 their position or not.  They are still walking the horses, 16 touching each other’s equipment.  At the state of the gate, 17 they group in there, and then they’re still gathering all 18 the way through the end.  Whether you’re licensed or not, 19 coronavirus does not know any boundaries
	  What a crockery and rampant malarkey.  Why are 21 Santa Anita and Golden Gate Fields still open, continue to 22 race, with this stay-at-home order? 23 
	  First and foremostly, that you are not an 24 essentially business.  You are not doing anything for the 25 
	public, other than lining your pockets with dirty money and 1 with the potential of spreading this deadly coronavirus by 2 allowing outsiders that are licensed or not to enter and 3 exit these tracks, not adhering to Governor Newsom’s 4 protocols that he gave you after the lockdown happened.  5 Somehow, you managed to sneak your way in. 6 
	  Why is it that nearly any other and every other 7 sport, business event, social gathering and business shut 8 down?  Whether you are -- 9 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 10 
	  MS. HYDE:  -- owners or not, this is very 11 irresponsible for you to your employees at the track 12 families and other families that are outside in the public. 13 
	  You keep those onsite living there, yet you do 14 not provide them testing.  You know, what are you doing?  15 Take some of the millions that you’ve made through horse 16 racing and get it to those workers, compensation, pension, 17 education, give them some other out.  You keep them there 18 as prisoners, incubating this potential illness that might 19 be spreading, you know?  Why don’t you, Stronach Group, 20 stop being so corrupt and greedy.  You own most of the 21 tracks in California.  They’re still 
	  I think you all should be ashamed -- 1 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Two-and-a-half minutes. 2 
	  MS. HYDE:  -- the investors, the owners, the 3 trainers, you are still perpetuating these compulsive 4 gamblers.  People that need to save money at this time of 5 crisis, you’re allowing them to let it all go in the wind, 6 just as the horses do when they run out of their gates and 7 possibly die.  8 
	  That’s it.  Think about it. 9 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Three minutes. 10 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Operator, thank you very much.  11 Move on. 12 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.   13 
	  We will now go to Heather Wilson, a resident of 14 California. 15 
	  Please go ahead. 16 
	  MS. WILSON:  Good morning.  None of you have a 17 master’s in public health degree.  None of you are 18 physicians or nurses with expertise in infectious disease 19 or epidemiology.  Your specialty is selfish self-20 centeredness.  You are squeezing out every last dollar that 21 you can out of this dying industry which is propped up on 22 the backs of hardworking and un-consenting enslaved 23 equines. 24 
	  Why is horse racing allowed to continue in our 25 
	state?  It is not an essential business. 1 
	  The only time you mention COVID-19 is when it 2 pertains to this meeting and how you are being good boys 3 and girls and complying with the Governor’s Executive Order 4 N-29-20 while at the same time you are brazenly 5 disregarding Executive Order N-25-20. 6 
	  We already know that jockeys and backstretch 7 workers have tested positive in New York, New Jersey and 8 Florida.  California is a ticking time bomb.  9 
	  The sheer audacity that you are displaying is 10 nothing short of appalling.  Your meeting agenda is full of 11 the usual nonsense, such as how to make money and how to 12 drug these poor animals.  There is nothing on the agenda 13 regarding this contagious pandemic.  You delusional 14 thinking you can just carry on business as usual while the 15 rest of the world suffers.  And why do you get a pass?  You 16 notoriously gamble with the lives of horses and now you are 17 gambling with ours. 18 
	  This virus was named coronavirus because it 19 resembles a crown.  How apropos, talking about the sport of 20 kings.  This is your final crown. 21 
	  We are collectively begging you -- 22 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 23 
	  MS. WILSON:  -- to suspend racing for the health, 24 the welfare, the very lives of the citizens of California 25 
	and beyond.  Think of someone besides yourselves for a 1 change. 2 
	  Thank you. 3 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next. 4 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 5 
	  We’ll move to our next caller.  We are going to 6 Tony Falcone with a -- and she is a California native. 7 
	  Please go ahead.  Tony, your line is live. 8 
	  MS. FALCONE:  It is?  Thank you.  9 
	  It is absolutely abhorrent that the California 10 Horse Racing Board is allowing horse racing to continue 11 across the state against health experts and the Governor’s 12 directives of closure of nonessential businesses, no 13 gatherings of groups of more than ten people, and social 14 distancing of at least six feet. 15 
	  There is nothing about horse racing that is 16 essential to the lives of the California general public.  17 The only thing horse racing is essential for is killing 18 horses, treating backstretch workers as expendable 19 personnel and chattel, and lining the pockets of the 20 stakeholders of this corrupt industry. 21 
	  Governor Newsom is asking for the public to do 22 the right thing and follow the guidelines I just mentioned. 23 Well, Governor Newsom, you need to do the right thing, too, 24 and shut horse racing down.  You can’t expect the industry 25 
	to police itself.  The California Horse Racing Board is a 1 complete joke, although since being on this call, I have to 2 thank Commissioner Mitchell for having the courage to ask 3 difficult questions for which she is never going to get 4 straight answers. 5 
	  The public here -- the public do not come here to 6 comment to plead with you, the Board, to do anything about 7 it.  We already know that you never will.  We are here to 8 be heard for the record in hopes that someone with a 9 modicum of decency will do the right thing. 10 
	  There is nothing about horse racing that is vital 11 to the health and well-being of the horses, in fact, quite 12 the opposite.  You continue to kill them day after day as a 13 disposable commodity in your money machine.  It is possible 14 to let a horse get exercise without forcing them to race.   15 
	  There is nothing about horse racing that is vital 16 to the health of the workers, any more than anybody else’s 17 job is to theirs.  Quite the opposite.  You are putting 18 their lives in danger because you can count on not getting 19 sued by an immigrant worker if they get sick or die. 20 
	  You are providing no essential service to the 21 public, not food, water, masks, gloves, or respirators.  22 Unless you are handing out toilet paper, you have no 23 business being open.  You are a disgrace to the State of 24 California.  25 
	  And with my remaining time, I’d like to mention 1 to Chairman Ferraro, your behavior in this meeting has been 2 unacceptable that you’re not allowing public comment before 3 voting. 4 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Two minutes. 5 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 6 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 7 
	  We’ll move on to our next caller and that is 8 Denise Bolbol. 9 
	  Please go ahead. 10 
	  MS. BOLBOL:  Hi.  This is Denise Bolbol. 11 
	  So I want to reiterate.  The way you’re 12 conducting this meeting is not in conformance with the 13 California laws on open meetings. 14 
	  Also I’d like to say that it’s really shocking, 15 only one Commissioner has raised the issue that should be 16 your number one topic, and that is allowing horse racing 17 during this pandemic.  18 
	  The suggestion that these animals are athletes is 19 so ridiculous, I don’t even know where to start. 20 
	  First of all, if you’re an athlete, as a human 21 being, you get to choose to be an athlete.  These horses 22 are not athletes, they are slaves. 23 
	  If you have a problem and these horses need to be 24 moved around because they’re kept confined and stalled, 25 
	which is completely unnatural to their well-being and 1 detrimental to their well-being, then let’s get these 2 horses all out at pasture.  Let’s get these horses out at 3 pasture, let them have free range to roam on, and close 4 down these racetracks immediately. 5 
	  Regarding the backstretch workers, it is 6 abominable how you treat these workers.  To say that these 7 are -- these workers do not have insurance, they’re 8 uninsured, and that you have billionaires, billionaires who 9 own and participate in this greed-driven industry, and you 10 don’t take care of the backstretch workers by ensuring that 11 they have 100 percent pay and they are 100 percent health 12 insurance given to them in order to have them safe during 13 the pandemic, it just proves the greed and 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 16 
	  MS. BOLBOL:  -- of the racetracks and also of the 17 horses, but also of this Board.  Your indifference to the 18 backstretch workers and to the horses and to the well-being 19 of our state and our community is really just shocking that 20 only one Commissioner raised this issue. 21 
	  And finally, I would like to say that Lasix, this 22 Lasix, let’s make it an even playing field, get rid of 23 Lasix.  Ban Lasix.  I mean, this is a no-brainer.  You guys 24 are just industry jacks. 25 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Two minutes. 1 
	  MS. BOLBOL:  It’s really pathetic. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 3 
	  MS. BOLBOL:  You don’t care about public comment. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Operator, move on. 5 
	  MS. BOLBOL:  You only care about your -- 6 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 7 
	  We are moving now to our next caller which is Dr. 8 Wayne Johnson, a concerned citizen. 9 
	  Please go ahead. 10 
	  DR. JOHNSON:  Dr. Ferraro and Members of the 11 Board, my name is Dr. Wayne Johnson.  I live in Santa 12 Monica, California. 13 
	  I want to speak, first of all, to your ideals, 14 Dr. Arthur’s ideals, Dr. Blea’s ideas, and Dr. Ferraro’s 15 ideals.  When they were in vet school your ideal was to 16 help animals.  What happened to your ideals?  Now you 17 preside over an industry which kills -- regularly kills 18 horses.  19 
	  On item number 15, why should we trust 20 veterinarians to file these reports electronically?  We 21 couldn’t trust Dr. Finley, Dr. Dowd (phonetic), Dr. Arrajo 22 (phonetic), Dr. Birch, Dr. Valco (phonetic), we couldn’t 23 trust them.  You’ve already cited them for neglect and that 24 has something to do with records. 25 
	  As to Dr. Arthur’s point about confidentiality, 1 why should these reports be secret?  Why shouldn’t the 2 public have access to these reports?  What happened to your 3 ideals when two veterinarians are promoting, actively 4 promoting Santa Anita Race Track here over 40 horses have 5 died.  What happened to your ideals as veterinarians?  What 6 happened to your ideals to help animals instead of 7 presiding over the death of these animals? 8 
	  With regard to Lasix, point made already.  You 9 should not use Lasix at all. 10 
	  This is a disgrace to continue this industry, 11 whether there’s a pandemic or not.  These horses are dying, 12 horses that you vowed to help, horses that you vowed to 13 preserve their safety.  There is no way that these 14 veterinarians should be allowed anywhere near horses 15 because they have betrayed their ideals. 16 
	  This industry is built on the back of the 17 suffering of horses and it must be shut down immediately. 18 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 19 
	  DR. JOHNSON:  I have nothing else to say. 20 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Operator? 21 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  We’ll move to our next caller. 22 
	  And, Martha Sullivan, please go ahead. 23 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  This is Martha Sullivan again.  24 I’m going to read a list of the state’s, nation’s, and 25 
	tracks where racing has been suspended because of COVID-19. 1 
	  New York State, back where a backstretch worker 2 tested positive on March 20th.  The State of Maryland.  3 Great Britain.  Ireland.  Woodbine Entertainment in 4 Ontario, Canada.  Dubai.  Caymanas Park in Jamaica.  New 5 Zealand.  Charles Town Races, West Virginia.  Turf Paradise 6 Race Track in Arizona.  Sam Houston Race Track in Texas.  7 Churchill Downs in Kentucky has closed the stables.  8 Keeneland, Kentucky has closed the stables.  Fairgrounds 9 Race Course in Louisiana.  Evangeline Downs in Louisi
	  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 17 
	  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- this Board and this industry is 18 criminally negligent. 19 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay, Operator. 20 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 21 
	  We will now move on to Patricia Folgar, a 22 citizen. 23 
	  Please go ahead. 24 
	  MS. FOLGAR:  Yes.  Thank you and good afternoon. 25 
	  I would like to congratulate you for taking this 1 to a new level.  Not only do you kill animals, now you are 2 putting human lives in danger.  Racing is a nonessential 3 business.  People around the world are closing, canceling, 4 postponing the survival -- for the survival of the human 5 race, and yet you continue. 6 
	  Yesterday, our mayor announced that we could be 7 housebound for the next two months, and possibly longer, 8 yet you seem to think this does not apply to you.  Why?  9 Numerous tracks, as well as entire states and countries, 10 have already stopped racing.  Why do you feel you are above 11 the law? 12 
	  Yesterday, I spoke to somebody at the L.A. County 13 Department of Health to express my concern and outrage.  14 The initial response was they are shut down to the public. 15 Yes, I’m aware of that, but I’ve seen many photos of 16 jockeys and workers not practicing social distancing and 17 they are still walking about.  18 
	  This is endangering my life.  I was informed that 19 they have their hands tied and really can’t do any more.  20 And I wondered, why?  So we continued speaking.  And after 21 a short pause, this person, who I am not going to release 22 information about, said, “I concur with you.  I actually 23 live really close to the track and I see it every single 24 day.  These people are coming out of the racetrack in 25 
	groups together.  They are not practicing social 1 distancing.  They are not wearing masks or proper attire. I 2 see it every day.” 3 
	  And at this point, I was speechless, here is a 4 person working for us -- 5 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 6 
	  MS. FOLGAR:  -- and yet you are -- and yet she  7 
	is -- this person is left unprotected. 8 
	  Garcetti is worried about the irreplaceable loss 9 of life.  Meanwhile, Rick Baedeker sees racing as the 10 economic engine.  It is the economic engine that lines the 11 insides of your pockets.  But what is loss of life to you? 12  You see it regularly and, for you, it’s just another day. 13 Yes, it may be your job but it is my life. 14 
	  Thank you. 15 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you.   16 
	  We will move on to Pat Cuviello, a public 17 citizen. 18 
	  Please go ahead. 19 
	  MR. CUVIELLO:  Hi.  This is from a recent 20 Washington Post editorial titled, “Horse Racing Has 21 Outlived Its Time,” and, 22 
	“Four federal indictments charged 27 racehorse 23 trainers, veterinarians and drug distributed in a 24 widespread doping scheme to drug horses to make them 25 
	run faster and to cheat the betting public.  The 1 industry rushed to put on a good face.  ‘The arrests,’ 2 said the head of the Association of Racing 3 Commissioners International, ‘show that the system 4 works and that will have a cleansing effect on racing. 5 
	“Let’s face it, it’s like any sport,’ said one leading 6 horse trainer, ‘we’re no different.’ 7 
	“The (indiscernible) responded, ‘Let’s be charitable 8 and chalk up such comments to self-delusion.  Because 9 anyone who thinks horse racing is like any other major 10 sport is lying or kidding themselves.  No other 11 accepted sport exploits defenseless animals as 12 gambling chips.  No other accepted sport tolerates the 13 cruelties that routinely result in the injury and 14 death of these magnificent animals.  The rot in horse 15 racing goes deep.  It is a sport that has outlived its 16 time.’ 17 
	“The indictments make clear that it is money in an 18 industry valued at $100 billion that has given route 19 to a culture that disregards the health and well-being 20 of horses, that one of those indicted, trainer Jorge 21 Navarro,  openly embraced his nickname as the Juice 22 Man, speaks volumes about the indifferent attitudes of 23 racetrack operators and regulators who allowed the 24 abuses to flourish.  The conversations on the federal 25 
	wiretaps make clear that, despite the talk about love 1 of horses, they are just commodities that are used and 2 abused until they are sent out to the slaughterhouse. 3 
	“Increase the attention to the death of racehorses, on 4 average, nearly ten horses a week and shine the 5 spotlight on horse racing’s dark side and that offend 6 public attitude.  Activities involving animals that 7 used to be tolerated, even revered, like circus 8 elephants or Killer whale shows, ended as people 9 learned of their terrible toll.  Horse racing awaits a 10 similar reckoning.” 11 
	  Thank you. 12 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 13 
	  We’ll move to our next questioner, that is Bonnie 14 Croker, a private citizen. 15 
	  Please go ahead. 16 
	  MS. CROKER:  Yes.  The final message for the 17 California Horse Racing Board, you’re certainly aware by 18 now that concerned citizens have been flooding the offices 19 of Cal/OSHA, health services, and California elected 20 officials, demanding the end and the closure of horse 21 racing now.  Many of these calls have been made on behalf 22 of the workers that are of much concern to everyone.  23 You’re not doing any favors by leaving your track open to 24 disease and infecting the workers in the end.  T
	from the very method that you were trying to use to save 1 their lives. 2 
	  Most of the people who have called, that I’ve 3 spoken to, that have called the offices of the 4 commissioners and the administrators in Health Department 5 (indiscernible) support a comment, 6 
	“Now all eyes and expectations are focused on the 7 California horse racing Board and Governor Newsom.  8 We’re asking that you exercise your responsibility and 9 morally and suspend horse racing in order to reduce 10 the spread of COVID-19.  Governor Newsom and other 11 elected officials have been admonishing the public to 12 exercise personal responsibility by isolating from one 13 another.  If we don’t assert ourselves and comply to 14 the best of our ability the virus cannot be 15 contained.” 16 
	  Again, CHRB, exercise your moral and legal 17 responsibility and duty and suspend horse racing now. 18 
	  I’ll conclude by warning you, CHRB, that you can 19 and will be held personally and individually accountable 20 and liable for your decisions here, those that are related 21 to the spread of COVID-19 at California racetracks and any 22 illnesses or deaths related to the same, attributable to 23 your failure to exercise your moral and legal power to 24 suspend all California horse racing at this critical time. 25 
	  Thank you.  1 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 2 
	  We’ll move next to Amanda Lundberg, an animal 3 rights activist. 4 
	  Please go ahead. 5 
	  MS. LUNDBERG:  I would like to express how 6 incredibly irresponsible it is that you continue to allow 7 California racetracks to operate at a time like this where 8 there is a deadly virus going around that doctors and 9 scientists don’t even fully understand the workings of. 10 
	  You do not need to race horses in order to allow 11 them to exercise.  If you’re claiming that horses must be 12 raced to allow for exercise, does that then mean that they 13 are not exercised on non-race days and off seasons? 14 
	  Racing right now only ensures that outside staff 15 must come and go from the property, not only possibly 16 exposing the workers who live on the public but the public 17 as well, proving what we already know to be true, is that 18 your pattern of putting money above the welfare of animals 19 and humans remains unchanged. 20 
	  Watching the races on live TV this past Sunday, 21 March 22nd, it is clear that nobody at Santa Anita is 22 practicing their six-foot social distancing.  On that same 23 day, during race six, Madame Bourbon fell twice before the 24 race, once on her front legs and again on her back legs.  25 
	She was quickly loaded back up and set off to race, where 1 she then refused to run.  She had clearly been injured and 2 knew she shouldn’t run, even though a whip-wielding jockey 3 was attempting to propel her forward. 4 
	  Madame Bourbon should have never been reloaded 5 after those falls.  What is Madame Bourbon’s condition 6 today? 7 
	  Also, may I suggest that you take your waste-of-8 space parking lots and offer them to be turned into 9 makeshift hospitals and drive-through testing centers that 10 our state so desperately needs right now. 11 
	  Also, in one of the early agenda items, one Board 12 Member stated that jockeys are the only other people on the 13 track, besides the workers that live there.  And then 14 another Board Member said -- 15 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 16 
	  MS. LUNDBERG:  -- that when he was at one of the 17 tracks, I believe Santa Anita, the other day, that he was 18 closely followed by security.  I didn’t realize that Board 19 Members and security live at the track.  What about 20 janitors, veterinarians, and other staff?  There’s more 21 than the staff that live on the track needed to be there to 22 race horses.   23 
	  You guys are lying.  It’s not just jockeys and 24 the people that live at the track that are needed to be 25 
	racing horses.  It’s not true.  There are other people that 1 are being put at risk and they are going out into the 2 public and infecting the rest of us. 3 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Two minutes. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 5 
	  MS. LUNDBERG:  It is not okay. 6 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  Thank you. 7 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  This is our last caller.  We’re 8 almost to our 30 minutes, so one more and that’s it. 9 
	  WEBEX OPERATOR:  One more question.  Thank you. 10 
	  We will now got Ellen Ericksen, a concerned 11 citizen. 12 
	  Please go ahead.  And, Ellen, your line is now 13 live. 14 
	  MS. ERICKSEN:  Okay.  Ellen Ericksen, activist. 15 
	  Racing horses is now not just gambling with the 16 horses’ lives but all the human lives that are at stake at 17 racetracks in California. 18 
	  For the last year, we have all heard it is the 19 trainers and owners who care so much about the backstretch 20 workers.  They care so much that they are risking the lives 21 of them and keeping the track working, even though the 22 State of California has ordered a shutdown of all 23 nonessential business.  Horse racing is not essential.  24 Santa Anita and the other racetracks in California are 25 
	breaking the law.  This is reckless behavior. 1 
	  The New York Racing Association has suspended 2 racing.  The same thing needs to happen in California. 3 
	  The sad irony of this (indiscernible) is because 4 the backstretch workers, who make horse racing possible, 5 mostly make minimum wage and live at the racetracks or at 6 large racing stables of the trainers.  They work from dawn 7 to dark, seven days a week.  These workers are in danger 8 themselves of death now.  And, once again, trainers and 9 owners have blood on their hands.  They care nothing about 10 the horses and, clearly, they don’t care about human lives. 11 
	  It is a disappointment that this Board is closed 12 and corrupt. 13 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Thirty seconds. 14 
	  MS. ERICKSEN:  And all you do is support racing. 15 
	  We beg you, all of us on these calls and come to 16 meetings, to please listen to us and stop placating us.  17 Our concerns are real.  (Indiscernible) on this country is 18 criminal. 19 
	  As were just on this call, thousands of more 20 patients and citizens have been diagnosed with COVID-19 and 21 thousands more have died. 22 
	  Please close your racetracks and do the right 23 thing and show the people that the California Horse Racing 24 Board -- 25 
	  MR. MARTEN:  Two minutes. 1 
	  MS. ERICKSEN:  -- does have some integrity -- 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 3 
	  MS. ERICKSEN:  -- and that you are not criminals. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Our 30-minute comment 5 period is completed. 6 
	  I will now ask the Board, shortly, to adjourn to 7 begin the noticed executive session, which is closed to the 8 public, so that the Operator will be placing the public on 9 hold.  This session is closed and expected to last about 10 one hour. 11 
	  At the conclusion of the executive session, which 12 will mark the end of the regular Board meeting, the Board 13 will reconvene into a separate special teleconference 14 meeting to address one item only, a request by Watch and 15 Wager Harness to shift its operating dates from Friday and 16 Saturday to Tuesday and Wednesday.  This does not involve 17 additional dates, only permits different dates. 18 
	  The public will not be permitted to speak at this 19 separate meeting except during the single agenda item and 20 comments must pertain directly to the agenda item.  There 21 will be no separate agenda item for public comments.  22 However, the public will be allowed to listen to the second 23 meeting.  For those not wishing to hold on the phone during 24 the executive session, the public can access the audio in 25 
	the usual way by visiting our website at chrb.ca.gov and 1 clicking on the webcast link. 2 
	  This special meeting will be held pursuant to 3 Government Code section 1125.4, allowing the California 4 Horse Racing Board to consider a special meeting to 5 consider the modification of the applications for a license 6 to conduct a horse racing meeting of Watch and Wager, LLC 7 at Cal Expo. 8 
	  The special meeting is necessary because of the 9 ten-day notice requirement as set forth in Business and 10 Professions Code 11125 would prevent the Board for acting 11 upon the proposed date changes in a timely manner and 12 immediate action is necessary to provide notice to the 13 wagering public of the stability and continuity of horse 14 racing in California. 15 
	  So if at least two-thirds of the Board agreed 16 that immediate action is required at the onset of the 17 special meeting, the agenda item can be considered and 18 discussed, and an action can commence. 19 
	  I will now ask for a motion to adjourn the 20 meeting. 21 
	  MS. BROWN:  Chairman, I have one other 22 announcement before you wrap.  This Amanda Brown, Staff 23 Counsel.  24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Um-hmm.  Go ahead. 25 
	  MS. BROWN:  I just wanted to clarify to everyone 1 on the phone that agenda item number 13, number 14, number 2  15 and number 16 were all up for a public hearing today.  3 We just want to make it clear that, consistent with the 4 Administrative Procedures Act, that stakeholders and the 5 public can submit written comments on those four agenda 6 items through the end of today.  And the information is on 7 our CHRB website on how to submit a comment for each rule. 8 And it’s under our Rules, Regulations an
	  So I just wanted to make that clarification.  You 11 can still submit written comments on those four items 12 today. 13 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you, Amanda. 14 
	  Motion to adjourn? 15 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  So moved.  Alfieri here. 16 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 17 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Second.  Second.  18 Mitchell. 19 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 20 
	  Commissioner Gonzales? 21 
	  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 22 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 23 
	  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 24 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Damascus 25 
	Castellanos? 1 
	  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 2 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 3 
	  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes.  Yes. 4 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 5 
	  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 6 
	  CHAIR FERRARO:  Meeting adjourned.  We’ll move 7 into executive session. 8 
	(The teleconference regular meeting of the  9 
	California Horse Racing Board recessed into closed session 10 at 12:55 p.m. and was thereafter adjourned.) 11 
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