
   
 

 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

MEETING 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

HORSE RACING BOARD 

 

 

In the Matter of:   ) 

      ) 

Regular Board Meeting  ) 

      ) 

 

 

 

 

TELECONFERENCE 

 

 

 

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2020 

 

9:30 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

Reported by: 

Martha Nelson 



   
 

 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  ii 

APPEARANCES 
 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Gregory L. Ferraro, Chairman 
 
Oscar Gonzalez, Vice Chairman 
 
Alex Solis, Commissioner 
 
Wendy Mitchell, Commissioner 
 
Dennis Alfieri, Commissioner 
 
Damascus Castellanos, Commissioner 
 
 
STAFF 
 
Scott Chaney, Executive Director 
 
Rick Arthur, Equine Medical Director 
 
Cynthia Alameda, Assistant Executive Director 
 
Robert Brodnik, General Counsel 
 
Amanda Brown, Staff Counsel 
 
Amanda Drummond, Policy and Regulations Manager 
 
Mike Marten, Associate Analyst 
 
Francisco Gonzales, Financial Auditor 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT 
 
Greg Avioli, Thoroughbred Owners of California 
 
Becky Bartling, Sonoma County Fairgrounds 
 
Michael Margetz, Sonoma County Fairgrounds 
 
Eric Sindler, Golden Gate Fields 
 
Terri Eaton, Arabian Racing Association of California 
 
Alan Balch, California Thoroughbred Trainers 



   
 

 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  iii 

APPEARANCES 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT 
 
Aiden Butler, Golden Gate Fields 
 
Roy Roenbeck, Golden Gate Fields 
 
Cliff Goodrich, California Thoroughbred Horsemen’s  
  Foundation 
 
Cory Soltau, Arabian Racing Association of California 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Martha Sullivan 
 
Joe Kaplan 
 
Ellen Eriksen 
 
Wayne Johnson 
 
Terri Bingham 
 
Sara Segal  
 
Janine Sahadi 
 
Lynn Freudenberg 
 
Kiersten Cluster 
 
Bonnie Croker, Horseracing Wrongs 
 
Steven Blake 
 
Heather Wilson 
 
Holly Wilson 
 
Elvia Sedano 
 
Oscar de la Torre 
 
Nancy Mitchell 
 
Amanda Lundberg 



   
 

 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  iv 

APPEARANCES 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Heather Hyde 
 
Holly Wilson 
 
Donald Smith 
 
Jill Jacobelly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  v 

INDEX 
PAGE 

Action Item: 

 
1. Approval of the minutes of June 11, 2020     2 
 
 
2. Reports            3 
 
 a. Executive Director’s Report    
 
 b. Equine Medical Director’s Report 
 
 
3. Discussion and action by the Board regarding    17 
 

approval of an agreement, pursuant to Business  
 
and Professions Code section 19604(f)(5)(E), to  
 
modify the distribution from advance deposit  
 
wagering (ADW) market access fees, to supplement  
 
funding for CHRB Board support. 

 
 
4. Discussion and action by the Board on the     21 
 

approval of the fiscal year 2020-2021 agreement  
 
providing funding support for the Board. 

 
 
5. Discussion and action by the Board regarding the    23 
 

distribution of race date charity proceeds of  
 
the WatchAndWager.com, LLC, combined 2019 - 2020  
 
race meetings in the amount of $4,000 to five  
 
beneficiaries. 

 
 
6. Discussion and action by the Board regarding the    25 
 

amendment of the application for advance deposit  



   
 

 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  vi 

INDEX 
PAGE 

Action Item: 

 
wagering provider ODS Technologies, L.P. d/b/a  
 
TVG Network (TVG), to allow the Del Mar  
 
Thoroughbred Club to host handicapping contests  
 
through TVG. 

 
 
7. Discussion and action by the Board regarding    30 
 

approval of an agreement, pursuant to CHRB Rule  
 
1581, Racing Secretary to Establish Conditions,  
 
between the Sonoma County Fair and the  
 
Thoroughbred Owners of California (TOC),  
 
regarding entry conditions and specified drug  
 
substances or medications to be implemented by  
 
the Sonoma County Fair at Golden Gate Fields. 

 
 
8. Discussion and action by the Board on the     37 
 

Application for License to Conduct a Horse  
 
Racing Meeting of the Sonoma County Fair (F)  
 
at Golden Gate Fields, commencing July 29, 2020 
 
through August 11, 2020, inclusive. 

 
 
9. Discussion and action by the Board regarding    ?? 
 

approval of an agreement, pursuant to CHRB Rule  
 
1581, Racing Secretary to Establish Conditions,  
 



   
 

 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  vii 

INDEX 
PAGE 

Action Item: 

 
between the Pacific Racing Association II      
 
(PRA II) and the Thoroughbred Owners of  
 
California (TOC), regarding entry conditions  
 
and specified drug substances or medications  
 
to be implemented by the PRA II at the Golden  
 
Gate Fields Racetrack. 

 
 
10. Discussion and action by the Board on the     76 
 

Application for License to Conduct a Horse  
 
Racing Meeting of the Pacific Racing  
 
Association II (T) at Golden Gate Fields,  
 
commencing August 12, 2020 through  
 
October 6, 2020, inclusive. 

 
 
11. Discussion and action by the Board regarding   116 
 

the proposed amendment to CHRB Rule 1843.3,  
 
Penalties for Medication Violations, and  
 
proposed addition of CHRB Rule 1843.4,  
 
Multiple Medication Violations (MMV), to  
 
incorporate penalties for multiple medication  
 
violations. 

 
 
12. Discussion and action by the Board regarding   124 
 



   
 

 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  viii 

INDEX 
PAGE 

Action Item: 

 
the proposed amendment of CHRB Rule 1588, Horse 
 
Ineligible to Start in a Race, and proposed  
 
addition of CHRB Rule 1866.3, 30-Day Stand Down  
 
for Fetlock Injections, to prohibit the use of  
 
corticosteroid intra-articular joint injection  
 
within thirty (30) days of race day and ten (10)  
 
days before completing a timed workout. 

 
 
13. Public hearing and action by the Board regarding   129 
 

the proposed addition of CHRB Rule 1503.5,  
 
Continuing Education for Trainers and Assistant  
 
Trainers, to require continuing education as a  
 
condition of renewal of license for Trainer or  
 
Assistant Trainer. 

 
 
14. Public hearing and action by the Board regarding   137 
 

the proposed amendment to CHRB Rule 1845,  
 
Authorized Bleeder Medication, to change the  
 
allowable dosage of furosemide that can be  
 
administered from not less than 150 mg and not  
 
more than 500 mg to 250 mg; and to prohibit the  
 
administration of furosemide in two-year-olds  
 
entered to race (Note: This concludes the 15-day  
 



   
 

 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  ix 

INDEX 
PAGE 

Action Item: 

 
public comment period. The Board may adopt the  
 
proposal as presented). 

 
 
15. Public Comment: Communications, reports,    145 
 

requests for future actions of the Board.  
 
Note: During the public comment period, a total  
 
of thirty minutes will be allowed for public  
 
comments via the teleconference line. After  
 
thirty minutes, no further comments will be  
 
accepted.  Each person will be limited to two  
 
minutes.  

 
 
16. Closed Session: For the purpose of receiving   167 
 

advice from counsel, considering pending  
 
litigation, reaching decisions on administrative 
 
 licensing and disciplinary hearings, and  
 
personnel matters, as authorized by section  
 
11126 of the Government Code. 
 

A. The Board may convene a Closed Session to  
 
confer with and receive advice from its  
 
legal counsel regarding the pending  
 
litigation described in the attachment to  
 
this agenda captioned "Pending Litigation,"  
 



   
 

 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  x 

INDEX 
PAGE 

Action Item: 

 
and as authorized by Government Code section  
 
11126(e). 

 
B. The Board may convene a Closed Session to  

 
confer with and receive advice from its  
 
legal counsel regarding pending  
 
administrative licensing or disciplinary  
 
matters as authorized by Government Code  
 
section 11126(e). 

 
C. The Board may convene a Closed Session for  

 
the purposes of considering personnel  
 
matters as authorized by Government Code  
 
section 11126(a). 

 
 
Adjourn           168 
 
 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  1 

  1 

P R O C E E D I N G S 2 

9:34 A.M. 3 

TELECONFERENCE 4 

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2020 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  This is a noticed meeting of the 6 

California Horse Racing Board, conducted by teleconference 7 

pursuant to Executive Order N-29-20. 8 

  Participating in this meeting are: myself, 9 

Gregory L. Ferraro, Chairman; Oscar Gonzales, Vice 10 

Chairman; Dennis Alfieri, Commissioner; Damascus 11 

Castellanos, Commissioner; Wendy Mitchell, Commissioner; 12 

and Alex Solis, Commissioner. 13 

  We are joined by: Scott Chaney, Executive 14 

Director; Cynthia Alameda, Assistant Executive Director; 15 

Robert Brodnik, Chief Counsel; Amanda Brown, Staff 16 

Attorney; and Amanda Drummond, Manager of Policy and 17 

Regulations; and Dr. Rick Arthur, Equine Medical Director. 18 

  The Board invites public comment on the matters 19 

appearing on the meeting agenda.  Procedurally, the board 20 

will first hear from those directly involved in the agenda 21 

item.  I will then invite public comment on the agenda 22 

item.  Those wishing to speak must follow the direction of 23 

the operator to have their individual phone lines opened 24 

for comment.  Unsolicited speakers are limited to two 25 
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minutes.  During all public comments a bell will be rung 1 

after the first 90 seconds, meaning the speaker will have 2 

30 seconds remaining to conclude his or her remarks. 3 

  The Board may ask questions of individuals who 4 

speak, which may extend their two minute time limit. 5 

  I will insist that all speakers stay strictly on 6 

topic for each agenda item 1 through 14.  If a speaker 7 

strays off topic, will ask the operator to move on to the 8 

next caller.  If a speaker repeats himself or herself, I 9 

will ask if the speaker has any new comments to make.  If 10 

there are none, the speaker will ask to let others make 11 

comments to the Board. 12 

  If anyone has comments of a more general nature 13 

that are not specific to the agenda items 1 through 14, 14 

those comments must wait until agenda item 15, Public 15 

Comment.  There will be a 30-minute time limit for agenda 16 

item 15, Public Comment.  In order to allow as many 17 

individuals to speak as possible within that half-hour, we 18 

will strictly enforce the two-minute time limit. 19 

  And with that, I would like to bring the meeting 20 

to order. 21 

  Our first item agenda is approval of the minutes. 22 

Do I have a motion to approve? 23 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  So moved.  This is Wendy 24 

Mitchell. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 1 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis.  Second. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Commissioner Gonzales? 3 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 5 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 7 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Solis? 9 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 11 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  And Chairman Ferraro is yes as 13 

well. 14 

  Item number two is Executive Director and Equine 15 

Medical Director’s Reports. 16 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  This is Scott Chaney, 17 

Executive Director.  I think, number one, I guess I’ll go 18 

first.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 19 

  Since the last Board meeting, a spike in COVID 20 

cases in California, as well as the state and local 21 

adjustments with respect to guidance, have resulted in a 22 

few changes to racing and CHRB administrative operations.  23 

Several satellites that have opened have closed based on 24 

local and state guidance.  Del Mar, Los Alamitos and 25 
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Pleasanton are currently running without spectators, 1 

although Del Mar will be closed this weekend after 2 

experiencing a COVID spike in the jockey colony. 3 

  CHRB Staff have been doing a combination of 4 

telework and working at headquarters on a rotational basis 5 

for the past few months and that arrangement will continue 6 

for the foreseeable future. 7 

  With respect to animal welfare and safety, I 8 

petitioned the Commission a week ago today to consider the 9 

circumstances surrounding a spike in equine fatalities at 10 

Los Alamitos night racing.  In its first use of the new 11 

rule the Board held an emergency meeting, as outlined in 12 

1435, on Friday and discussed Los Alamitos -- and directed, 13 

I’m sorry, Los Alamitos to create a plan to address this 14 

spike by this Monday when the status meeting was scheduled 15 

as required by the rule. 16 

  Los Alamitos submitted a preliminary plan two 17 

days ago.  And Staff have already made a few suggestions 18 

for edits in advance of the formal presentation to the 19 

Board. 20 

  Financially, the CHRB is on sounder footing, and 21 

we appear to have come in under budget this fiscal year, 22 

although accounts are being finalized as we speak. 23 

  The industry has worked diligently with us over 24 

the last month to create the funding mechanism for the 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  5 

current fiscal year.  The Board will address this agreement 1 

in agenda items three and four. 2 

  In terms of handle, day racing handle was up 3 

12.64 percent in June, 13 less programs as compared to last 4 

year.  Night racing handle was up 38.62 percent on one less 5 

program as compared to last year.  And total handle was up 6 

15.44 percent as compared to last year in June. 7 

  And that, Mr. Chairman, is my report. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions or comments from 9 

the Board?  10 

  All right, we’ll move on to the executive -- to 11 

the Equine Medical Director’s Report please. 12 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Good morning, 13 

Commissioners.  This is Dr. Rick Arthur, Equine Medical 14 

Director. 15 

  Dr. Mathieu Spriet, Association Professor of 16 

Radiology at UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine, 17 

conducted a Zoom meeting recently for veterinarians at 18 

Santa Anita to review the first 100 PET cases and first 50 19 

MRI examinations at Santa Anita.  These were recently 20 

acquired diagnostic imaging modalities that are working 21 

better than we had hoped.  These are very exciting times 22 

for equine diagnostic imaging of racehorses that will 23 

eventually benefit racehorses worldwide, and all sport 24 

horses for that matter. 25 
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  Dr. Spriet’s PET research is supported by the 1 

Grayson-Jockey Club Research Foundation Grant.  And Oak 2 

Tree Charitable Foundation provided additional funding to 3 

include MRI imaging in Dr. Spriet’s PET grant. 4 

  Most implementation, both MRI and PET are getting 5 

excellent clinical support by attending veterinarians.  As 6 

a reminder, Santa Anita funded the PET, and several other 7 

entities helped with the MRI unit. 8 

  The Dolly Green Nuclear Imaging Facility at Santa 9 

Anita has been existence since the mid ‘90s.  It’s 10 

performed over 13,000 nuclear scintigraphic examinations. 11 

The diagnostic imaging units at Santa Anita will remain 12 

open during the Santa Anita closure while racing and the 13 

horses are at Del Mar.  Del Mar Turf Club is providing 14 

vanning to Santa Anita at no charge to the horsemen for 15 

advanced diagnostic imaging for horses currently stabled at 16 

Del Mar. 17 

  On a related matter, the standing PET scan at 18 

Santa Anita is the first such unit anywhere.  Dr. Spriet is 19 

attempting to obtain funding for another standing PET unit 20 

at the UC Davis Veterinarian Medicine -- Medical Teaching 21 

Hospital.  The UC Davis Vet School is only an hour from 22 

Golden Gate Fields and most Northern California tracks.  So 23 

a few successful horsemen in Northern California will have 24 

the same access to the PET as those in Southern California. 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  7 

  There were 14 fatalities statewide in June, 4 1 

racing, 5 training, and 5 non-racing or training 2 

fatalities.  Surprisingly, the latter included two horses 3 

stemming from complications due to castrations.  In spite 4 

of the very disappointing June numbers, the Fiscal Year 5 

1920 racing and training fatalities were down 20 percent to 6 

the lowest yearly total in the 30 years at the CHRB at UC 7 

Davis Vet School Necropsy Program where we have highly 8 

reliable fatality data.  I’ll discuss the Fiscal Year 1928 9 

at a future meeting.  But I want to point out that there 10 

was not one racing fatality on Santa Anita’s main track 11 

during the entire six-month meet, which anyone must admit 12 

is an amazing turnaround from the previous year. 13 

  In June, with all races final, there were six 14 

medication violations in June, all from post-race samples. 15 

Of those six violations, three would not have been a 16 

violation in the other states.  The other three all right 17 

therapeutic medications in excess of permitted levels. 18 

  Investigating and adjudicating medication 19 

violations now, always takes more time than one would 20 

expect, even for what I expect and I’ve been doing this 21 

for 14 year.  There is an explanation of the entire process 22 

on the CHRB website under the Veterinary tab, entitled 23 

“CHRB Drug Test and Enforcement Process.”  24 

  Nevertheless, the Santa Anita fatality 25 
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investigation, subsequent and current to filing 1 

investigations of, now, the COVID-19 closedown and already 2 

painfully slow process, but I want to assure everyone, the 3 

CHRB has been working to move these cases along as quickly 4 

as possible under the current circumstances. 5 

  Thank you, Commissioners.  That’s my report. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have any questions from the 7 

Commissioners or comments from the Commission? 8 

  MR. MARTEN:  There are three individuals in 9 

queue. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  With no comments from the 11 

Commissioners, let’s hear their first public comment 12 

please. 13 

  OPERATOR:  Thank you. 14 

  If you would like to ask a question, please 15 

signal by pressing star one on your telephone keypad.  If 16 

you are using a speaker phone, please make sure your mute 17 

function is turned off to allow your signal to reach our 18 

equipment.  Enter star one to ask a question. 19 

  MR. MARTEN:  No, Travis.  Excuse me.  They’re not 20 

being asked to ask questions.  They’re being invited to 21 

make public comment. 22 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir. 23 

  MR. MARTEN:  So please Martha Sullivan in.  She’s 24 

first in queue there. 25 
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  OPERATOR:  Hello, Martha.  Go ahead. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Good morning, Martha. 2 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  Hello.  My name is Martha 3 

Sullivan.  Good morning, this is Martha Sullivan from San 4 

Diego County. 5 

  I would like to, because nobody else does, I’d 6 

like to share with everyone that this last weekend at Los 7 

Alamitos, after you put that track on probation for 29 8 

horse kills this year, 2 more horses lost their lives to 9 

that track.  Alltime Favorite went down Saturday night on 10 

the 11th and was reported dead on the 13th, and Casey 11 

(phonetic) went down on Sunday night and was reported dead 12 

the next morning, so two dead since your wanted probation 13 

which didn’t have any conditions on it, other than they 14 

submit a report. 15 

  I’ll tell you what the plan for reducing horse 16 

deaths is, it’s kill racing, not horses.  17 

  I’d also like to point out that the CHRB website 18 

Veterinarian List was not updated until yesterday since 19 

June 2nd, which is ridiculous and unacceptable as a state 20 

agency that’s supposed to be providing public information 21 

on the horses that it supposedly is chartered to protect. 22 

  And the final thing I want to say is that this 23 

Board and the industry that it protects are nothing more 24 

than drug pushers.  You are pushing gambling on addicts 25 
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during this nation’s and, quite possible, this world’s 1 

biggest unemployment rate, at least in modern history.  You 2 

are pushing people who aren’t -- many of whom are not 3 

employed and are living on whatever they can scrape 4 

together, to spend their limited funds to gamble on rick 5 

people’s horses.  It’s despicable. 6 

  OPERATOR:  Our next comment comes from Joe 7 

Kaplan. 8 

  MR. KAPLAN:  Good morning. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 10 

  MR. KAPLAN:  Yes.  Can you hear? 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes.   12 

  MR. KAPLAN:  Yes. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 14 

  MR. KAPLAN:  Related to Dr. Arthur’s veterinary 15 

report, I’d like to comment on Rule 1902.5, Animal Welfare. 16 

The rule states that, 17 

“No person under the jurisdiction of the Board shall 18 

alone or in concert with another person permit or 19 

cause an animal under its control or care to suffer 20 

any form of cruelty, mistreatment, neglect or abuse.” 21 

  This past Sunday, Alameda Fairgrounds in 22 

Pleasanton held races from 2:45 until around 6:30.  At four 23 

o’clock my iPhone read 100 degrees in Pleasanton.  Another 24 

weather source’s local conditions reported 100.4 degrees in 25 
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Pleasanton at 4:05 p.m., similar to the iPhone reading.  1 

Furthermore, the iPhone reading in Pleasanton includes a 2 

feels-like temperature or 100 degrees.  This is also known 3 

as the heat index. 4 

  With this heat, some of us were concerned for the 5 

horses, so a friend of mine emailed the CHRB Public 6 

Information Officer Mike Marten about the excessive heat, 7 

and at 4:01 p.m. he replied, quote, 8 

“One of our racing Commissioners is actually on the 9 

seen.  I just spoke with him.  He said the weather is 10 

very comfortable, in the low 90s with a breeze.  As a 11 

precaution, all horses are being sprayed down and 12 

given plenty of water.  Furthermore, the temperature 13 

alone does not tell the entire story.  The experts 14 

factor in wind and humidity to determine the heat 15 

index.  The heat index in Pleasanton is far below the 16 

level that would prove dangerous to horses,” end 17 

quote. 18 

  So given the importance of the heat index and the 19 

horses welfare and my iPhone heat index, or feels-like 20 

temperature, of 100 degrees at four o’clock on Sunday in 21 

Pleasanton, I’d like to hear from Dr. Arthur as to what 22 

heat index would constitute dangerous conditions to the 23 

horses. 24 

  Thank you. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 1 

  OPERATOR:  Our next question -- I mean comment 2 

comes from Ellen Eriksen. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 4 

  MS. ERIKSEN:  Hi.  Good morning.  Can you hear me 5 

okay? 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes. 7 

  MS. ERIKSEN:  Hi.  This is Ellen Eriksen calling 8 

from San Diego. 9 

  I’d like to make a comment that the Del Mar 10 

Racetrack issued a license to race horses, even during an 11 

out-of-control pandemic.  They have spent over $250,000, 12 

which is called an investment, which is an illusion that 13 

this racetrack is safe.  Off-track betting still requires 14 

the presence of over 1,000 people at this racetrack. 15 

  As of this morning, here in San Diego, there are 16 

now 22 new COVID-19 positives at the Del Mar Racetrack with 17 

all but one going to Los Alamitos on July 4th.  This number 18 

will grow exponentially daily now here and at Los Alamitos 19 

and every other racetrack in California and around the 20 

country. 21 

  We have heard for years that the California Horse 22 

Racing Board cares so much about the workers and the horses 23 

at the racetracks.  Well, clearly, that is not true.  Not 24 

only do you not care about the horses, you certainly don’t 25 
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care for the 1,000-plus horses here at Del Mar now, Los 1 

Alamitos, and other racetracks in California. 2 

  Oh, and let’s not forget about the horses.  On 3 

the second day of racing here, on July 11th, a horse named 4 

Lovely Lilia was killed at Del Mar, the first of many by a 5 

trainer who has numerous infractions and overdosing his 6 

horses over the years. 7 

  We have been urging the Board for months not to 8 

allow Del Mar to open for these reasons. 9 

  Thank you. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have another caller, 11 

Operator? 12 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir.  Our next comment comes from 13 

Dr. Wayne Johnson. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Good morning, Dr. Ferraro, and Good 16 

morning to the Board. 17 

  I want to comment on Dr. Arthur’s report.  Dr. 18 

Arthur takes great pride in the fact that no horses have 19 

died on the track at Santa Anita in the past six months but 20 

fails to mention that 11 horses had died at that track.  21 

The fact that the horses are dying are in training, as M C 22 

Hamster did on April the 20th, or they’re dying in their 23 

stall does not make those deaths any more tragic and should 24 

be mentioned in any comprehensive veterinarian report. 25 
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  This Board had an opportunity during a well 1 

placed and well called for meeting by Dr. Chaney -- or Mr. 2 

Chaney and Chairman Ferraro and Assistant Chairman or 3 

Member Gonzales, a well placed chance to actually exercise 4 

your discretion on behalf of the horses.  Rather than 5 

giving the horses the benefit of the doubt at Los Alamitos, 6 

you gave the industry the benefit of the doubt.  Casey and 7 

Alltime Favorite wanted to live as much as you and I and 8 

they are dead because of the decision of the Board. 9 

  I wish to congratulate Wendy Mitchell for giving 10 

a rare descent to a rubberstamp Board.  Thank you very 11 

much, Ms. Mitchell, for your no vote the other day.  At 12 

least it was in the right direction.  At least it showed 13 

some humanity and compassion, which the rest of the Board 14 

Members simply did not show, as two more horses have died 15 

there. 16 

  And, finally, I’d like to ask Dr. Ferraro to 17 

reconsider the 30-minute rule at the end of the race [sic]. 18 

 On that emergency Board meeting, you left seven people 19 

waiting in line, seven people who had waited a long time to 20 

talk.  In the interest of democracy, please revote that 21 

arbitrary 30-minute limit and allow people two minutes a 22 

piece until everybody is finished.  Thank you, Dr. Ferraro. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 24 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Terri Bingham. 25 
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  MS. BINGHAM:  Terri Bingham. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 2 

  MS. BINGHAM:  Terri Bingham, San Diego.  3 

  I was greatly encouraged with Dr. Arthur’s 4 

report.  It’s the best report I’ve heard in years.  This is 5 

fantastic.  We’ve got a 20 percent fatality decrease.  6 

We’ve got the PET and the MRI.  They’re working better than 7 

we hoped at Santa Anita and that’s really protecting the 8 

horses and that’s a fact, and that’s science, that’s not 9 

conjecture.  And I really want to thank Santa Anita for 10 

spending half-a-million dollars to buy one of their 11 

machines to help and protect these horses. 12 

  With respect to some of the other comments made 13 

by the other callers, let me clarify.  I train the Arabian 14 

breed and I know more about it than all of you combined.  15 

So right now, in the country where the Arabian bred -- 16 

Arabians were bred, for the last 1,000 years, it’s 122 17 

degrees, not 100 degrees, so the heat does not affect the 18 

Arabians.  This is all malarkey, okay?  And I talked to the 19 

Arabian trainers up there yesterday.  There are no 20 

injuries, no fatalities, and everything is fine.  And they 21 

are happy to have the privilege to race. 22 

  With respect to the jockey outbreak, there is 23 

science that says that nobody in the United States who had 24 

high levels of Vitamin D in their blood wound up in a 25 
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hospital, much less on a ventilator, these jockeys get 1 

plenty of sunshine.  Not one of them is showing symptoms. 2 

Everybody is going to be fine.  We need to work through 3 

this together. 4 

  And give this Board some time to make post-entry 5 

medications, reductions, and other continuing ed for 6 

trainers to protect the horses, like they’re doing, and 7 

give time for these policies to be implemented. 8 

  And thank you to the Board for really looking out 9 

for our horses. 10 

  Thank you. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 12 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Sara Segal. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 14 

  MS. SEGAL:  Good morning.  Good morning.  I just 15 

wanted to let you know that the reason why the horse deaths 16 

were done that 40 percent is because the racing was done, 17 

but it’s per your own data.  Just wanted to make sure you 18 

knew that. 19 

  And I wanted to ask you to please shut down Los 20 

Alamitos because of the COVID.  And now it’s getting worse 21 

and we all know that Del Mar is going to be not having 22 

races this weekend and hopefully never again.   23 

  But I wanted to bring up the main point about all 24 

this.  And I guess the last speaker was kind of upset about 25 
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the Arabians, the Arabian horses, but even Arabian horses 1 

don’t carry their babies on their backs, so there’s no 2 

reason for anybody -- 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Listen, you’re getting off the -- 4 

  MS. SEGAL:  -- to sit on the back of a horse -- 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- you’re getting off the -- 6 

  MS. SEGAL:  -- at Los Al. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- subject now. 8 

  MS. SEGAL:  No, I’m not off the subject. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You’re getting off the subject. 10 

  MS. SEGAL:  This is about horse racing 11 

(indiscernible). 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You repeated this.  You have 13 

repeated this argument umpteen times before this Board. 14 

  MS. SEGAL:  Yeah.  Because you never -- 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do you have -- 16 

  MS. SEGAL:  -- listen. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- anything new to add? 18 

  MS. SEGAL:  You should listen and shut it down 19 

and stop killing horses. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 21 

  Move on, Operator. 22 

  MR. MARTEN:  There’s no one else in queue. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right. 24 

  We’ll move on to the next agenda item, number 25 
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three.  I believe we have a Mr. Gonzales and a Mr. Thurman 1 

that wish to speak but is there Staff members that want to 2 

address the Board first? 3 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Mr. Chairman, this is 4 

Scott Chaney.  Francisco Gonzales is the Auditor here at 5 

the California Horse Racing Board. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Can we hear from Mr. 7 

Gonzales? 8 

  MR. GONZALES:  Yes, Chairman Ferraro. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 10 

  MR. GONZALES:  Item number two is our report from 11 

the industry, seeking your approval, of an agreement 12 

between industry and stakeholders to notify distribution of 13 

advance wagering market access fees.  Section 19604 allows 14 

the (indiscernible) distributions or such (indiscernible) 15 

distribution is everyone agrees.  These are funds that, 16 

otherwise, would be distributed between purses and 17 

commissions.  In this case, purses and commissions agreed 18 

to modify the ADW market access fees. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have any questions or 20 

comments from the Board? 21 

  Do we have public comment on this, Operator? 22 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir.  We do have a comment from 23 

Greg. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 25 
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  MR. AVIOLI:  Yes.  This is Greg Avioli with the 1 

TOC.  Can you hear me, Mr. Chairman? 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah.  Go ahead. 3 

  MR. AVIOLI:  I just wanted to, for the first 4 

instance, confirm that the horsemen have agreed to this 5 

deduction from ADW purses.  This is to pay for, what we 6 

were notified earlier this spring, what was a shortfall in 7 

the CHRB’s budget. 8 

  I just wanted to bring this into some context, 9 

however.  This talking about $4 million coming from 10 

industry to support the CHRB’s expenses, which this year 11 

are going to be budgeted at $17 -- I believe -- .3 million. 12 

 If you look back five years ago, that number was closer to 13 

$12 million. 14 

  While we recognize the cost of the additional 15 

vets and security measures, et cetera, when you look what 16 

it means to horsemen and to the industry itself, I think it 17 

brings it a bit to light, so I’m going to give you three 18 

quick examples. 19 

  When you -- these funds are allocated to each 20 

meet in accordance to the amount wagered at each meet.  So 21 

Santa Anita being the longest meet has the most allocated. 22 

  So we had, during the beginning of the pandemic, 23 

we had a purse deficit of overpayment of roughly $3 24 

million.  With excellent work and cooperation and support 25 
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from the betters, we got that down to $400,000 by the end 1 

of the meet.  This payment is going to add another $900,000 2 

overpayment, essentially a deficit, to the Santa Anita 3 

purse account.  So it will now begin the fall, instead of 4 

$400,000, $1.3 million down.  Del Mar’s purse account is 5 

being hit $488,000.  Golden Gate is being hit $300,000. 6 

  So I just wanted to bring it into context.  You 7 

know, we’ve worked with all industry stakeholders in these 8 

difficult times to try to be the most efficient in what we 9 

do.  And we hope to be able to continue the work with the 10 

CHRB to reduce some of their ongoing (indiscernible) that 11 

we cannot have (indiscernible). 12 

  Thank you very much. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 14 

  Do we have another commenter? 15 

  OPERATOR:  No, sir, not at this time. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Do we have a motion from 17 

the Board to accept? 18 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Dennis Alfieri. 19 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  So moved.  This is 20 

Commissioner Mitchell, or I’ll second. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second?  Okay.  Any discussion?  22 

Any further discussion before we vote?  All right, motion 23 

to approve. 24 

  Oscar Gonzales? 25 
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  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Dennis Alfieri? 2 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Wendy Mitchell? 4 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Alex Solis? 6 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Damascus Castellanos? 8 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  And Commissioner Ferraro votes 10 

yes as well. 11 

  We move on to item number four, which is 12 

discussion and action by the Board on approval of the 13 

Fiscal Year 2020 to 2021 agreement providing funding 14 

support for the Board. 15 

  Mr. Gonzales again? 16 

  MR. GONZALES:  Chairman Ferraro, Vice Chair 17 

Gonzales, Commissioners, this item in front of you is the 18 

future support formula for Fiscal Year 2021.  As mentioned, 19 

it is a feature of these budgets.  The (indiscernible) is 20 

required to provide funding for the CHRB for CHRB 21 

operations.  It allows a formula which is developed in 22 

consultation with the industry.  This formulation attempts 23 

to ensure that racing industry hosts pay their fair share 24 

of the future of these operations. 25 
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  The main highlight of this year’s formula is the 1 

inclusion of ADW handle to broaden the base used to 2 

calculate each host’s share of the future of this Board 3 

budget.  This is been needed due to the COVID-19 pressures 4 

and the continued migration of handle from the traditional 5 

brick and mortar facilities to ADW.  6 

  The feature of this support formula generates and 7 

estimated a percentage.  This year this (indiscernible) 8 

percentage will be 55.6, derived at the (indiscernible) 9 

amount of $16.8 million for CHRB operations.  Then at the 10 

end of the year our consultation takes place to account for 11 

any shortages of surpluses.  12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions or comments from 13 

the Board?  14 

  OPERATOR:  Just a reminder -- 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have --  16 

  OPERATOR:  -- press star one to make a comment.  17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead, Operator, if you have 18 

somebody to comment.  No comments? 19 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir.  We have a comment -- 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Can we have a motion? 21 

  OPERATOR:  -- from Sara Segal. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 23 

  MS. SEGAL:  My comment is just to ask you to 24 

please shut down Los Alamitos. 25 
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  Thank you. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Anyone else, Operator? 2 

  OPERATOR:  There are no further comments at this 3 

time, sir. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do I have a motion from the Board 5 

to accept? 6 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I move.  Alex Solis. 7 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Gonzales for second. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I’ll second.  Okay. 9 

  Gonzales? 10 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 12 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 14 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 16 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 18 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  And Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 20 

  Move on to item number five, discussion and 21 

action by the Board regarding the distribution of race day 22 

charity proceeds of the WatchAndWAger.com, LLC, combined 23 

2019-2020 race meetings it the amount of $4,000 to five 24 

beneficiaries. 25 
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  Amanda? 1 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Yeah.  Good morning, 2 

Commissioners.  Amanda Drummond, Policy, Regulations, and 3 

Administrative Hearings Manager. 4 

  So for agenda item five, Watch and Wager is 5 

requesting the approval to distribute their race day 6 

charity proceeds for the period of October 27th to May 3rd 7 

in the amount of $4,000 to five beneficiaries.  And then 8 

attached in the packet is a breakdown of the distribution 9 

of those funds and a list of the organizations who will 10 

receive the funds as well. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions or comments from 12 

the Board? 13 

  Do we have a public comment, Operator? 14 

  OPERATOR:  We do not, sir. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Do I have a motion to 16 

approve? 17 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  So moved.  Commissioner 18 

Mitchell. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 20 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis.  Second. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Commissioner Gonzales? 22 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 24 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 1 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 3 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 5 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  And the Chairman votes yes. 7 

  Move on to item number seven, which is discussion 8 

and action by the Board regarding the approval of an 9 

agreement, pursuant to CHRB Rule 1581, Racing Secretary to 10 

Establish Conditions, between Sonoma County Fair -- 11 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Chairman Ferraro? 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes. 13 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Chairman Ferraro, 14 

Scott Chaney, Executive Director. 15 

  I don’t think we’ve done six yet, agenda item 16 

number six. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Oh, excuse me.  Excuse me. 18 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  No worries. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You’re correct.  You’re correct. 20 

  This is discussion and action by the Board 21 

regarding the amendment of the application for advance 22 

deposit wagering provider ODS Technologies, L.P., d/b/a TVG 23 

Network, to allow the Del Mar Thoroughbred Club to host 24 

handicapping contests through TVG. 25 
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  Mr. Brodnik? 1 

  MR. BRODNIK:  Good morning, Commissioners.  2 

Robert Brodnik, General Counsel. 3 

  This item, it comes from TVG.  It’s a request to 4 

amend its license, it’s advance deposit wagering license, 5 

to provide for the Del Mar Pacific Coast Betting Challenge. 6 

  Pursuant to CHRB Rule 2071(m), subsequent to the 7 

issue of a license to conduct an ADW, wagering changes or 8 

amendments to information or operating procedures contained 9 

in an application will be permitted by order of the Board 10 

or by Board approval of a request submitted in writing. 11 

  I believe representatives from either TVG or Del 12 

Mar are here and can answer any questions.  My 13 

understanding is that this is being done because Del Mar 14 

will not be allowing wagerers on the premises during their 15 

race meet. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 17 

  Any questions for Mr. Brodnik from the Board?  18 

  Can we hear from a representative of TVG please? 19 

 Operator, do you have a queue on this? 20 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, we do have a comment -- 21 

  MR. MARTEN:  (Indiscernible) -- 22 

  OPERATOR:  -- from Martha Sullivan. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead. 24 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Operator, this -- 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  27 

  MR. MARTEN:  -- for TVG or Del Mar.  And I do not 1 

see either of them logged in. 2 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Mike, I believe it -- 3 

this is Scott Chaney -- I believe it would be John Hindman 4 

for TVG or, perhaps, Craig Dado for Del Mar. 5 

  MR. MARTEN:  There are a few IDs that have not 6 

been made but, of those that have been ID’d, neither of 7 

them is them. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right.  Let’s go ahead into 9 

public comment.  Maybe they’ll identify themselves. 10 

  Go ahead, Operator.  Let’s get the first one out 11 

of the way. 12 

  OPERATOR:  Okay.  We have a comment from Martha 13 

Sullivan. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please.  15 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  This is Martha Sullivan, again, 16 

from San Diego County. 17 

  First, I’d like to suggest that if the applicant 18 

can’t take the time to show up before the Board, that you 19 

deny their application. 20 

  Two, as I -- I’d like to elaborate.  You know, 21 

they’re asking to promote more gambling at a time when 22 

unemployment is at its highest level in this state, nation 23 

and, very likely, the world in modern times, rivaling the 24 

Great Depression in the ‘20s and ‘30s.  It is the height of 25 
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irresponsibility and downright criminality to push gambling 1 

addicts to spend whatever little money they may have to 2 

support, you know, the very, very wealthy, mostly White 3 

horse owners and the top-tier trainers.  It’s absolutely 4 

revolting.  And it’s the epitome of income inequality, you 5 

know, that this industry represents. 6 

  So if you want to keep being like drug dealers 7 

and pushing addicts who succumb to their addictions, go for 8 

it.  9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 10 

  Next please. 11 

  MR. MARTEN:  This person is not identified but it 12 

could be one of the stakeholders you requested. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 14 

  OPERATOR:  We do have our next question. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead. 16 

  OPERATOR:  Janine? 17 

  MS. SAHADI:  Hello? 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please.  19 

  OPERATOR:  Yes. 20 

  MS. SAHADI:  Hi.  This is Janine Sahadi.  I would 21 

just like to comment that the women and gentlemen that keep 22 

calling in are off topic and that does not apply to the 23 

rules of the Board meeting.  So I would appreciate it, as a 24 

concerned citizen, that they actually follow the rules and 25 
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remain on topic. 1 

  Thank you.  Talk soon. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  Thank you. 3 

  Next please. 4 

  OPERATOR:  There are no further comments at this 5 

time. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have a motion from the 7 

Board to accept? 8 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  So moved.  Commissioner 9 

Mitchell. 10 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Second. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Second? 12 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Gonzales. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Commissioner Gonzales? 14 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 16 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 18 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 20 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 22 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  And Commissioner Ferraro votes 24 

yes as well. 25 
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  Okay, now we can move on to number seven.  1 

Discussion and action by the Board regarding the approval 2 

of an agreement, pursuant to CHRB Rule 1582, Racing 3 

Secretary to Establish Conditions, between the Sonoma 4 

County Fair and the Thoroughbred Owners of California, 5 

regarding entry conditions and specified drug substances or 6 

medications to be implemented by the Sonoma County Fair at 7 

Golden Gate Fields. 8 

  Mr. Brodnik? 9 

  MR. BRODNIK:  Good morning, Commissioners.  10 

Robert Brodnik. 11 

  Item number seven is a similar agenda item that 12 

you’ve probably seen in the past.  Rule 1581 allows the 13 

racing secretary to establish conditions for each race run 14 

during the race meet.  If they want to make a condition 15 

dependent on a medication, they need the approval of the 16 

horsemen, as well as the Board.  17 

  Here, Sonoma County has done that.  They’ve 18 

obtained approval from the TOC and they present today an 19 

agreement that, essentially, does what prior agreements 20 

have done in other race meets, it eliminates the use of 21 

Lasix for two-year-olds.  It reduces the permitted 22 

threshold of Lasix to 250.  It also addresses intra-23 

articular injections the following way, corticosteroid 24 

intra-articular injections in the follow way, within 14 25 
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days of a race for any joint other than the 1 

metacarpophalangeal or metatarsophalangeal joint, within 30 2 

days for any other joint. 3 

  And I believe in this case, either Eric Sindler 4 

or representatives from Sonoma County should be available 5 

if you have any questions. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions from the Board for Mr. 7 

Brodnik?  Okay. 8 

  Do we have a representative from Sonoma County 9 

that wishes to speak to the Board?  No? 10 

  TOC? 11 

  MR. MARTEN:  Yes.  We have Todd somewhere. 12 

  Michael Margetz.  Oh, no. 13 

  Here’s Becky Bartling. 14 

  OPERATOR:  Okay.  One second.  15 

  Hello, Becky.  Your line is live. 16 

  MS. BARTLING:  Thank you.  Good morning. 17 

  Good morning, Chair and Commissioners.  Thank 18 

you.  I have no comment but we’re available for any 19 

questions. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board for 21 

Becky?  There are none? 22 

  Anyone from TOC that wishes to speak? 23 

  MR. MARTEN:  Greg Avioli. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead, Greg. 25 
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  MR. AVIOLI:  This is the same agreement, 1 

essentially the same agreement, that we’ve signed for the 2 

last year-and-a-half with all the thoroughbred racetracks. 3 

And the TOC supports it. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 5 

  Any questions from the Board for Mr. Avioli? 6 

  Operator, do we have a queue on this? 7 

  OPERATOR:  Yes.  8 

  Our next comment will come from Michael Margetz. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 10 

  MR. MARGETZ:  I have no comment.  I’m sorry. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 12 

  OPERATOR:  Our next one comes from Lynn 13 

Freudenberg. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 15 

  MS. FREUDENBERG:  Hello?  Hello? 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes. 17 

  MS. FREUDENBERG:  Hi.  I’m calling in comment to 18 

the corticosteroid injections.  I find it absurd that a 19 

horse would be getting injections 30 days before the race. 20 

This is not enough time for a horse to recover from a soft 21 

tissue injury.  It can take up to six to nine months and 22 

they’re being raced way too early.  With all the deaths 23 

going on I find this really irresponsible.  You know, it’s 24 

just nothing but doing the masking.  There’s videos out 25 
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there showing the damage to the horses legs. 1 

  And with this time, with all the deaths going on, 2 

I think this needs to be addressed a lot more carefully.  3 

This is something that you shouldn’t be doing with all the 4 

deaths going on.  And I think it’s really irresponsible and 5 

it needs to be looked into a lot further.  It’s just 6 

masking, masking the horse race -- the pain that they’re 7 

going through, so please address this further.  You don’t 8 

want any more deaths. 9 

  Thank you. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 11 

  Next please. 12 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Martha Sullivan. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead, Martha. 14 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  Yes.  Hello.  This is Martha 15 

Sullivan, once more, from San Diego County. 16 

  I was -- I regulated California utilities for 20 17 

years, so I know about monitoring regulations and keeping 18 

records on compliance with regulations.  And I know that 19 

the devil is in the details.  And the devil is also in 20 

actually having somebody that is monitoring and keeping 21 

records and making those records public. 22 

  So I’d like to -- I mean, it seems to me that 23 

when you’re adding, you know, regulations about what 24 

medications can be administered when and for what ages, a 25 
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record of compliance with these rules needs to be publicly 1 

available.  I mean, you can mask individual information but 2 

how can you evaluate the effectiveness of the regulations 3 

if you don’t report on them in, pretty much, real time, 4 

rather than having to wait, you know, for your annual 5 

report, six months after the end of the year? 6 

  You know, as I mentioned earlier, the CHRB 7 

website Vet List is not maintained.  Yesterday, it was 8 

updated for the first time since July 2nd.  9 

  We also -- I know there’s been Public Record Act 10 

requests for those -- 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thirty seconds. 12 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- same things.  There’s been 13 

Public Record Act requests for the Health and Soundness 14 

Exam forms, the CHRB forms, that are supposedly completed, 15 

you know, at least two hours before each race, but those 16 

have been declined to be provided, you know, for 17 

confidentiality.  You need to provide a public report of 18 

compliance with your regulations in the form of -- 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  That’s all. 20 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- you know, of a  21 

(indiscernible) -- 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.   23 

  Operator, move on to the next please. 24 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Janine Sahadi. 25 
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  MS. SAHADI:  Good afternoon -- 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 2 

  MS. SAHADI:  -- again.  Good afternoon again.  3 

Just concerned citizen. 4 

  I’m wondering what their background is, your 5 

previous speakers, what knowledge or expertise they have on 6 

the subject of corticosteroids?  I don’t believe any of 7 

them have any veterinary background or any training 8 

background.  So I would hope that we would limit their 9 

comments when they actually have some level of expertise. 10 

  Thank you.  Talk soon. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 12 

  Next please. 13 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Terri Bingham. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 15 

  MS. BINGHAM:  Hi.  Can we -- hi.  Can we please 16 

wait, have the callers wait until we get to item 11 to 17 

discuss the medical issues?  They’re commenting on things 18 

that aren’t up for discussion. 19 

  Thank you. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 21 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Lynn Freudenberg. 22 

  MS. FREUDENBERG:  Hello.  This is -- 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 24 

  MS. FREUDENBERG:  Hello.  This is Lynn.  I’m just 25 
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responding to the caller ahead of me.  A horse owner for 28 1 

years and also do Level 1 help trolly training, so I know 2 

about injections, I do know about veterinarian care. 3 

  Thank you. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 5 

  OPERATOR:  There are no further comments at this 6 

time. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Do I have a motion from 8 

the Board to accept this? 9 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I move to approve.  Alex 10 

Solis. 11 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I have a motion.  Second? 13 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Second. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Gonzales? 15 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Alfieri? 17 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Ms. Mitchell? 19 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Solis? 21 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 23 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  The Chairman votes yes. 25 
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  We move on to item number eight.  Item number 8 1 

is discussion and action by the Board on the Application 2 

for a License to Conduct a Horse Racing Meeting to the 3 

Sonoma County Fair at Golden Gate, commencing July 29th, 4 

2020 through August 11th, 2020, inclusive. 5 

  Amanda? 6 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Yes.  Good morning, Commissioners. 7 

Amanda Drummond again. 8 

  Agenda item eight is the approval of a Race Meet 9 

Application for Sonoma County Fair to run at Golden Gate 10 

Fields from July 29th through August 11th. 11 

  Currently, in law, there are specific carveouts 12 

for fairs to run at other tracks, such as the L.A. County 13 

Fair at Los Alamitos.  However, there’s currently no law to 14 

this effect for Sonoma County Fair that would allow or deny 15 

Sonoma County Fair to race at Golden Gate Fields. 16 

 Additional, in July 2009, the Board did approve for 17 

CARF to run a combined meet at Golden Gate Fields, so there 18 

is precedent for this, despite not being clearly defined in 19 

law. 20 

  In terms of outstanding items to deem the 21 

application complete the following items are still needed 22 

to be received; the approval of the ADW agreements from the 23 

Arabian Racing Association; a renewal of the electronic 24 

timing device agreement between Golden Gate Fields and 25 
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Access (phonetic); a fire clearance that complies with 1 

Board Rule 1927; a signed race meet agreement from both the 2 

CTT and the Arabian Racing Association; a third-party Lasix 3 

agreement has been received but it is missing the signature 4 

from the CTT; and a lease agreement between CARF and Golden 5 

Gate Fields. 6 

  Golden Gate Fields did submit their prior fire 7 

clearance dated June 3rd, 2019, and an exemption request 8 

letter for the Board to consider in lieu of an updated fire 9 

clearance.  And pursuant to Board Rule 1927, the Board can 10 

authorize an extension or exemption if you so choose. 11 

  And that’s my update. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 13 

  Mr. Chaney, do you have comments on this, on 14 

these -- 15 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Yeah. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- (indiscernible)? 17 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  I do.  I can just 18 

inform the Board with respect to the fire clearance.  We 19 

have a CHRB Regulation 1927 that kind of lays out like how 20 

the fire clearance works with respect to license 21 

applications.  And the -- it often times requires, 22 

actually, more than local ordinances. 23 

  The other kind of issue is that often times fire 24 

-- local fire authorities are not -- simply will not state 25 
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that the local association -- that the associations comply 1 

with our Rule 1927.  For obvious reasons, they don’t want 2 

to go beyond their scope of authority. 3 

  With respect to this particular application, the 4 

two issues that I see are -- it appears, based on the 5 

documents, that Golden Gate has -- or Golden Gate and 6 

Sonoma County have both submitted that they do comply with 7 

1927 and all of its extra requirements, including 8 

sprinklers and night watchmen and so forth, and their 9 

application includes that information. 10 

  The clearance that they received last June says, 11 

“annual clearance,” but, actually, also says that it’s good 12 

until the next inspection.  From what I understand, Golden 13 

Gate has represented that they’ve requested another 14 

inspection.  And included in an email I sent either last 15 

night or this morning, Berkeley Fire Department, basically, 16 

is overrun and they don’t -- you know, they can’t guarantee 17 

an appointment anytime in the near future. 18 

  So to be super safe I would suggest that the 19 

Board grant, you know, a time limit extension in terms of 20 

that inspection this year, maybe 60 to 90 days. 21 

  And then the other piece is that -- that 1927 22 

requires is a 45 -- is that the inspection be completed 45 23 

days within the time period that a new license application 24 

is submitted.  In practical terms, from what Berkeley says, 25 
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that’s just impossible.  They can do one a year, if that, 1 

and say they only get to 90 percent of their inspections 2 

anyway.  So the idea that we can get -- that Golden Gate 3 

could even obtain an inspection 45 days before the start of 4 

each meet is impossible. 5 

  So I would suggest that the, based on the 6 

information that Golden Gate has submitted, that the Board 7 

grant an exemption in that specific instance. 8 

  Thank you. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board for 10 

Mr. Chaney?  11 

  Do we have a representative of Sonoma County Fair 12 

or Golden Gate Fields that wishes to speak to this item? 13 

  MR. MARTEN:  Not currently in queue.   14 

  Okay, Eric Sindler, please. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 16 

  MR. SINDLER:  Yes.  Hello.  Good morning.  Good 17 

morning.  Can you hear me? 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes.  Go ahead. 19 

  MR. SINDLER:  Yes.  As Executive Director Chaney 20 

just stated, we have been in somewhat constant 21 

communication with CHRB Staff about this Rule 1927.  And as 22 

he did very accurately state, we’ve been in discussions 23 

with Berkeley Fire Department and, unfortunately, it’s just 24 

not feasible for them to conduct as many fire inspections 25 
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as the rule allows.  But we do comply with all of the 1 

requirements of 1927, including fire sprinklers, fire 2 

alarms, night watchmen. 3 

  We do submit quarterly and annually verifications 4 

to Berkeley Fire Department that the sprinklers and fire 5 

alarms are inspected and tested every quarter, so we are in 6 

compliance with the rule.  It’s just, unfortunately, 7 

Berkeley is not able to do everything that the rule 8 

requires.  So that is why we are asking for an exemption. 9 

  As far as the 60 to 90 days that Executive 10 

Director Chaney mentioned, I would only urge the Board to 11 

be a little bit cautious on granting a deadline of that 12 

nature since it is out of our control.  It’s up to Berkeley 13 

Fire Department.  We are in discussions with them.  We are 14 

trying to get an inspection scheduled but it’s not 15 

something that we can, you know, have any control. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions from the Board?  17 

  What about your other outstanding documents, the 18 

agreement with CTT, et cetera, et cetera?  Do you have 19 

those? 20 

  MR. SINDLER:  I can speak to some of them.  The 21 

outstanding agreement with Access, and that will come up 22 

again with the Pacific Racing Association II license on 23 

item number ten.  We actually, this is, unfortunately, just 24 

some poor communication from the corporate office, we do 25 
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have an agreement that was extended through the end of 1 

June.  And they are currently working on another extension 2 

and that will be completed before the Sonoma County Fair 3 

meet starts. 4 

  The CTT agreement is currently outstanding.  And 5 

I believe either Becky or Michael could speak to a few of 6 

the other outstanding items a little better than I could 7 

potentially.  8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board for 9 

this gentleman? 10 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Well, I do.  If we  11 

can’t -- we can’t have -- I mean, we need those documents 12 

before we can allow this to continue on their deadline -- 13 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  I -- 14 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- because there’s a 15 

deadline, so -- 16 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Commissioners, I won’t care if  17 

I -- 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Becky, can you speak to that? 19 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Commissioners -- 20 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Go ahead. 21 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  -- this is Amanda Drummond again. 22 

I’ll just clarify. 23 

  I did just get the third-party Lasix agreement 24 

that was also signed by CTT, so we do have that one now. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  And what are we outstanding, 1 

Amanda?  What’s outstanding? 2 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  So currently outstanding, approval 3 

of the ADW agreement from the Arabian Racing Association, 4 

the electronic timing device agreement between Golden Gate 5 

Fields and Access, the fire clearance which we discussed, 6 

race meet agreements with the CTT and Arabian Racing 7 

Association, and the lease agreement between Sonoma and 8 

Golden Gate Fields. 9 

  MR. MARTEN:  Mike Marten here.  We have an 10 

Arabian Racing Association rep, Terri Eaton, if you would 11 

like to hear? 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead.  Yeah. 13 

  Mr. [sic] Eaton, please. 14 

  MS. EATON:  (Indiscernible) over to Golden Gate 15 

Fields through Patrick Mackey (phonetic).  And they were 16 

supposed to draw us up a contract so that we can have that 17 

all taken care of. 18 

  And to this point, I know that our president, 19 

Cory Soltau, has not received those documents yet, 20 

otherwise, they would have been signed and taken care of. 21 

  Hello? 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes.  Any questions from the 23 

Board? 24 

  Mr. Alfieri? 25 
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  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I would just hope that we 1 

can -- Staff can monitor this.  You know, we can approve it 2 

subject to, you know, receiving all the rest of the 3 

documents.  I just -- I know there’s, you know, issues on 4 

timing of things, but it’s sloppy that there’s several 5 

items that are not still, you know, completed.  So I think 6 

I’m -- you know, we’ve got to -- I’d like to approve it but 7 

I think we need to have Staff monitor it and make sure we 8 

have those documents. 9 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Mr. Chairman, this is -- 10 

  MR. MARTEN:  We have stakeholders.  We have 11 

stakeholders joining queue now, a series of them, starting 12 

with Alan Balch. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead, Alan. 14 

  MR. BALCH:  Yes.  Good morning.  Just wanted to, 15 

on the race meet agreement itself, thank Executive Director 16 

Chaney for -- or Amanda for pointing out that we did sign 17 

the third-party Lasix agreement.  That was a foul-up on my 18 

own personal part, so I apologize for that. 19 

  On the race meet agreement itself, we did submit, 20 

some time ago, maybe ten days or more ago, to the Sonoma 21 

County Fair a signed race meet agreement that tracks what 22 

the Sonoma County Fair’s race meet agreement has been for a 23 

long, long time.  Apparently, it was referred to Golden 24 

Gate Fields, and this is second or third hands but my 25 
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understanding is that Golden Gate Fields withheld Sonoma’s 1 

agreement to the RMA.  And whether or not that’s the case, 2 

we would think that Rule 2044 would come into play again, 3 

apparently, on these race meet agreement issues. 4 

  Thank you. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Who’s next, Mike? 6 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have David [sic] Butler. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please.  Go ahead. 8 

  MR. BUTLER:  This is Aiden Butler.  If David 9 

wants to speak instead of me, that is fine, but I can join 10 

in his stead. 11 

  Commissioners, thank you all so much.  I do 12 

apologize.  It sounds like this is a little bit of a 13 

conundrum of missing paperwork.  I can assure that shortly 14 

after this call, we will make sure all paperwork is found, 15 

completed.  And if there’s any issues at that time, we will 16 

let CHRB Staff know.  I’m aware the least agreement was 17 

only recently, as recently as this morning, was being 18 

passed back and forth.  But that is, I can assure you, that 19 

is going to be done.  And should there be any other 20 

paperwork that is outstanding paperwork, we’ll definitely 21 

get it done ASAP and refer it straight back to Staff. 22 

  So, again, apologies for the delay.  It’s a new 23 

thing, running a fair meet at Golden Gate, at least in my 24 

experience, so there’s a few things that (indiscernible). 25 
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But we’re aware and they’ll be done shortly. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 2 

  Any questions for Mr. Butler? 3 

  Any other representatives of the industry, Mike? 4 

  MR. MARTEN:  Michael Margetz, Sonoma County 5 

Fairgrounds. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 7 

  MR. MARGETZ:  I just wanted to make a comment 8 

that this is sort of a unique situation for us.  We have 9 

been passing back the rental agreement back and forth, and 10 

I think we finished the final items this morning, so that 11 

should be completed today, as will the Arabian agreement 12 

that was also going back and forth.  I don’t see any reason 13 

why we can’t get that out today for signature as well. 14 

  Thank you. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 16 

  Do we have a queue on this, Operator? 17 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir.  Our first comment comes 18 

from Kiersten Cluster. 19 

  MS. CLUSTER:  Good morning. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 21 

  MS. CLUSTER:  Can you hear me?  Good morning.  22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes.  23 

  MS. CLUSTER:  This is Kiersten. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead. 25 
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  MS. CLUSTER:  I’m a public school teacher in Los 1 

Angeles.  I’m speaking today regarding agenda items number 2 

eight and number ten.  And I know you aware we’re 3 

experiencing a surge of coronavirus in California.  And 4 

it’s so bad that LAUSD and other school districts around 5 

the state have announced that the new school year will 6 

start online.  While I believe online learning is not the 7 

best platform for our students, I also believe that health 8 

and safety has to come first.  And I think this same 9 

principle applies to horse racing for the horses, the 10 

jockeys, and all of the staff involved in holding a meet. 11 

  The L.A. County Department of Public Health 12 

reported that Santa Anita, since the meet ended on June 13 

21st, has confirmed 28 positive cases of coronavirus.  And 14 

there are ten more people with symptoms who are still 15 

waiting for test results.  Give jockeys -- 16 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  What does that 17 

have to do with this? 18 

  MS. CLUSTER:  This has to do -- 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Could you please confine your -- 20 

  MS. CLUSTER:  -- with the fact that -- 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- please confine your comments 22 

to the agreement between Golden Gate and Sonoma County Fair 23 

please. 24 

  MS. CLUSTER:  Yes.  I’m asking you to not approve 25 
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the agreement because of the coronavirus.  1 

  There are five jockeys who competed at Los 2 

Alamitos over the July 4th weekend that have tested 3 

positive.  And now Del Mar has had to cancel this weekend’s 4 

races. 5 

  We’re asking you to, please, follow this example, 6 

follow the example of the 2020 West Virginia Derby and do 7 

not approve these horse racing meets under consideration in 8 

agenda items eight and ten.  We have to work together to 9 

get coronavirus under control in California so our children 10 

can go back to school. 11 

  Thank you. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 13 

  Next please. 14 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have -- 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 16 

  OPERATOR:  -- next we have Bonnie Croker. 17 

  MS. CROKER:  Yes.  Good morning.  I’m -- 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Good morning, Bonnie.  19 

  MS. CROKER:  Yes.  Good morning.  Thanks for this 20 

opportunity to speak.  I’m also requesting that you do not 21 

approve this application for racing with Sonoma County. 22 

  Before I began, what I had planned to say, I must 23 

say that they are not showing professional expertise in 24 

light of the fact that their paperwork was not completed on 25 
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time for your meeting this morning. 1 

  Beyond that, I would like to say that Alameda 2 

County, which hosts Golden Gate Fields, has experienced a 3 

significant spike in COVID-19 cases.  They have been placed 4 

on the state’s county monitoring list. 5 

  As a state agency the CHRB must step up and lead 6 

the horse racing entities under its jurisdiction towards a 7 

uniform set of health-conscious racing protocols.  However, 8 

the most urgent and prudent decision you should make during 9 

this unprecedented time is to suspend all horse racing 10 

until there is a drastic reduction of COVID-19 cases in 11 

California and the rest of the country. 12 

  Yesterday, Del Mar Racetrack canceled the 13 

upcoming weekend races because 15 jockeys and 7 other 14 

workers tested positive for COVID-19.  Santa Anita stopped 15 

racing temporarily in March and established a set of health 16 

safety protocols, yet they have recently reported 38 cases 17 

of the virus. 18 

  Los Alamitos has had no leadership shown by their 19 

county officials, hence, they’ve raced according to their 20 

schedule since the pandemic began.  Recently, 19 jockeys 21 

who raced at Los Al have contracted COVID-19.  There is 22 

absolutely no way that proper social distancing can be 23 

maintained during race activities. 24 

  As racing meets end, jockeys and track workers 25 
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migrate to other tracks from county to county and state to 1 

state.  The CHRB is responsible for the health and safety 2 

of all of these people.  Experience and scientific evidence 3 

have proven that horse racing activities can spread COVID-4 

19.   5 

  CHRB, you must step up and suspend all California 6 

horse racing for the time being. 7 

  Thank you. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 9 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Becky Bartling. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 11 

  MS. BARTLING:  Good morning.  Becky Bartling, CEO 12 

of the Sonoma County Fairgrounds. 13 

  And I just wanted to concur with what Aiden 14 

Butler just spoke about.  We will make sure that we get all 15 

the remaining documents to you ASAP. 16 

  This change in our race dates only happened on 17 

June 11th.  It’s now June -- July 16th, so it’s  very short 18 

time for us to completely change our operation.  So I 19 

appreciate the help of the CHRB Staff.  Scott, Amanda, Rick 20 

have been very helpful.  And, of course, everybody at 21 

Golden Gate, including Eric have been -- and Patrick have 22 

been very helpful. 23 

  So I just want to thank all of those folks and 24 

also, Commissioners, for your understanding and your 25 
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support of this race meet. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 2 

  Next please. 3 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Ellen Eriksen. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 5 

  MS. ERIKSEN:  Yes.  Yes.  Ellen Eriksen, San 6 

Diego. 7 

  You’re talking about a fire clearance at Sonoma 8 

County Fair and not discussing a pandemic.  So I’m going to 9 

just say, the Berkeley Fire Department is busy dealing with 10 

sick COVID-19 patients, not dealing with a fire rule at 11 

your racetrack. 12 

  Because there is no protocol in place at 13 

racetracks for testing and keeping the backstretch workers 14 

safe, we plead that the application for license at the 15 

Sonoma County Fair not be granted due to the out-of-control 16 

pandemic.  17 

  Where is the California Horse Racing Board’s new 18 

pandemic rule dealing with horse racing?  That needs to be 19 

added to your rulings through the State of California. 20 

  Racetrack workers housing is mostly congregate, 21 

cramped, and substandard conditions, not unlike homeless 22 

shelters, which will lead to further outbreaks of COVID-19. 23 

This is reckless behavior from this Board to allow these 24 

races to continue. 25 
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  Please don’t grant a license to Sonoma County 1 

Fair.  And I will repeat this speaking again on item number 2 

ten. 3 

  Thank you. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 5 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Dr. Wayne Johnson. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you.  Thank you very much, 8 

Mr. Chairman. 9 

  One hundred support to the wonderful Berkeley 10 

Fire Department.  And a hundred percent support to any 11 

inspection that will be done. 12 

  The license itself should be withdrawn and 13 

withheld because of the number of deaths on that track.  14 

Twenty horses died in 2019 at Golden Gate.  On January 8th 15 

of this year, Elegant Sundown was killed after a, quote, 16 

“catastrophic injury to his right foreleg.”  He was three 17 

years old.  On May 8th of this year another horse called 18 

Arky Vaughan died, a three-year-old gelding, died at Golden 19 

Gate.  And many other horses have died in 2020. 20 

  Please deny the license. 21 

  Thank you. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 23 

  Next please. 24 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Sara Segal. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 1 

  MS. SEGAL:  Yes.  Hello.  I’m asking the Board to 2 

please not approve the application for license to conduct a 3 

horse racing meeting at Sonoma County Fair at Golden Gate 4 

Fields that was supposed to be -- commence on July 29th 5 

through August 11th.  I ask that the Board does not approve 6 

this based on the pandemic and the number of horse deaths 7 

that continue to happen and will continue to happen until 8 

this industry is shut down forever. 9 

  Thank you. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 11 

  Next please. 12 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Steven Blake. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 14 

  MR. BLAKE:  Hello.  Yes.  Steven Blake here. 15 

  I’m asking the Board to not allow granting of a 16 

license for several reasons, both spoken to already by 17 

previous callers.  The COVID-19 pandemic is serious enough 18 

to warrant a shutdown of racing. 19 

  But, in addition, the danger to the horses, 20 

horses still dying on the track, injuries to jockeys and 21 

other personnel, we don’t -- I don’t think anybody here is 22 

doubting the confidence of veterinarians, trainers, people 23 

involved in the Horse Racing Board, jockeys, but no one so 24 

far has been able to stop the deaths of horses on the 25 
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track.  It’s just something that’s going to continue no 1 

matter what you do. 2 

  To say that we’re down 20 percent, 30 percent, 3 

and that’s awesome news is no different than saying let’s 4 

open our schools and if only ten percent of the children 5 

die, then that’s fine, that’s awesome news. 6 

  So please stop horse racing, at least make the 7 

stop now at Golden Gate, and let’s find a solution.  But 8 

until then, horse racing should not continue in California. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 10 

  Next please. 11 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Heather Wilson. 12 

  MS. WILSON:  Hi.  Good morning. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 14 

  MS. WILSON:  Yes.  Hi.  Good morning. 15 

  There should not be a future horse racing meet by 16 

the Sonoma County Fair at Golden Gate in Alameda County.  17 

This Board keeps trying to shove a round peg into a square 18 

hole.  The current public health crisis dictates that you 19 

need to change course.  Live horse racing is contributing 20 

to the spread of COVID-19. 21 

  In 2020, we saw virtual CGI racing successfully 22 

raise a ton of money with the Virtual Grand National and 23 

the Virtual Kentucky Derby. 24 

  The racetrack owners, the horse owners and 25 
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trainers, and the top jockeys make millions of dollars 1 

annually, so stop crying poor.  It is beyond my 2 

comprehension how any of your workers are going without 3 

health insurance.  How dare you threaten your backstretch 4 

with homelessness when so many of you are living in 5 

castles. 6 

  Here’s a few California-based examples and these 7 

numbers are very public.  Bob Baffert, his career earnings 8 

have exceeded $301 million.  Alex Solis, now retired, 9 

career earnings greater than -- 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You’re getting of the subject. 11 

  MS. WILSON:  -- $200 million -- 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You’re getting off the subject. 13 

  MS. WILSON:  I -- 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Confine your comments -- 15 

  MS. WILSON:  -- (indiscernible) -- 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- to the license rule please. 17 

  MS. WILSON:  B, the safety race -- 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You’re not (indiscernible) 19 

people. 20 

  MS. WILSON:  -- (indiscernible) and your workers 21 

without contributing to the suffering and the deaths from 22 

COVID-19. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 24 

  Go ahead, Operator.  Next please. 25 
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  OPERATOR:  Next we have Terri Bingham. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 2 

  MS. BINGHAM:  I would ask that you approve this 3 

race meet license.  As an attorney, I can tell you that you 4 

can conditionally approve it.  It sounds like the 5 

agreements will be executed by the end of the day and 6 

submitted.  In accordance with law, I think we’re good to 7 

go here. 8 

  With respect to the safety, health and safety 9 

issues that were raised by prior callers, I would like to 10 

state that all these tracks are closed to members of the 11 

public now and that there is scientific studies, which I 12 

have personally read, stating that workers, people, whether 13 

it’s grooms, jockeys or trainers, who have high levels of 14 

vitamin D, which comes from the sunshine of being out at 15 

the track, never wind up in a hospital, much less on a 16 

ventilator.  All of these jockeys are posting on social 17 

media that they are feeling fine but, in the abundance of 18 

caution, they are self-quarantining. 19 

  So I think we are good to go with this meet.  And 20 

I commend everyone for sticking together during very 21 

difficult times. 22 

  Thank you. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 24 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Janine Sahadi. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 1 

  MS. SAHADI:  Yes.  It’s me again.  I’d like to 2 

compliment all of the previous speakers on their ability to 3 

read a script.  It’s quite impressive.  I don’t believe 4 

that any of them are infectious disease experts.  While 5 

they claim to be horse racing experts and veterinary 6 

medicine exports, now they are infectious disease experts. 7 

  So talk soon. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 9 

  Next please. 10 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Lynn Freudenberg. 11 

  MS. FREUDENBERG:  Hi.  Just to -- 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 13 

  MS. FREUDENBERG:  Hi.  Good morning.  Just to 14 

respond, I think the numbers all speak for themselves.  15 

Nobody here on the lines calling in probably are experts 16 

but we do read the news and we do see what’s going on. 17 

  I can’t get past all the horse deaths.  Although 18 

there’s a reduction there’s still a lot, not just a couple 19 

of those freak accidents, this is constant. 20 

  And then the COVID-19 outbreak, we’re not making 21 

these numbers up.  People are sick.  People are dying. 22 

  I’m a first responder.  I definitely have 23 

concerns when you’re allowing to have such irresponsible 24 

actions on fairgrounds.  It’s not needed.  You could always 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  58 

cancel and do it later, if you have to, but right now this 1 

is not the time to be granting horse racing in this 2 

pandemic. 3 

  Thank you very much.  I really hope you consider 4 

not approving this measure. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 6 

  Next please. 7 

  OPERATOR:  The next question -- name was not 8 

recorded. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead.  Go ahead please. 10 

  OPERATOR:  Hello.  Your line is live. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Hello? 12 

  DR. WILSON:  Yes.  Yes, I am here.  I am a 13 

physician.  I do know a thing or two about infectious 14 

disease, asymptomatic carriers, and how this disease is 15 

killing people.  And your jockeys are spreading this 16 

disease.  I don’t see how, from a legal perspective, you 17 

can be giving this licensure.  How about from a ethical 18 

perspective?  How about from a human perspective?  19 

  How dare you put the lives at risk of those in 20 

California and this entire nation because you want to turn 21 

a buck on torturing horses.  You are all vile and 22 

disgusting and need to go away forever.  Horse racing needs 23 

to end. 24 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Out of order. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  That’s enough please. 1 

  Next please. 2 

  OPERATOR:  There are no further comments in the 3 

queue at this time. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Questions or comments from 5 

the Board? 6 

  I think, Mr. Alfieri, you may want to make a 7 

motion pending Staff monitoring of these outstanding items; 8 

is that correct? 9 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yeah, that’s -- 10 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Mr. Chairman, if I -- 11 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yeah.  Go ahead. 12 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Mr. Chairman -- 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead. 14 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  -- this is, yeah, 15 

Scott Chaney here.  Just a few comments, if the Board would 16 

indulge me? 17 

  I appreciate Commissioner Alfieri’s comments.  18 

Our staff has worked really hard in terms of trying to put 19 

these applications together.  To be fair to Sonoma County, 20 

they are in a unique position.  It’s the first time they’ve 21 

ever run at a different location.  And their application 22 

was just granted at the last Board meeting. 23 

  You will find, in two agenda items from now, 24 

Golden Gate Fields will also have missing agenda items.  25 
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And we’ve instituted a few policies in order to be tougher 1 

with the associations in terms of getting these items in. 2 

The Board has, you know, made a contingent license 3 

application in the past and that seems fine. 4 

  I would, however, ask the Board to make the -- 5 

have some teeth with a contingency.  Give the associations 6 

a specific date and if they don’t get the specific item in, 7 

that the meet not take place, because right now we have no 8 

real mechanism to do anything if the item is not submitted 9 

by a date certain. 10 

  With respect to any -- whether this Board 11 

approves the application or not, I would just like to 12 

remind them about the exemption and extension with the fire 13 

clearance because that would be important. 14 

  And then, lastly, it’s been kind of glossed over 15 

but I can’t allow it to go, the CTT agreement, that the 16 

suggested 2044, we just went through this.  It seems 17 

unlikely, unless Mr. Balch or representatives from Golden 18 

Gate and Sonoma County can assure otherwise, that there 19 

will be an agreement.  And there’s a specific mechanism in 20 

place that we just went through with Del Mar and the CTT 21 

for the Board to intervene but it’s quite cumbersome.  So 22 

that should kind of be addressed now, before, you know, 23 

before we go any further. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Can you restate what you’re 25 
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asking for please? 1 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Yeah.  I’m just asking 2 

the CTT and Sonoma if they think there’s any hope that 3 

there will be an agreement with the CTT?  If not, do we 4 

have to go through the process again?  Last time you 5 

appointed -- the Board appointed Commissioner Gonzales to 6 

try to work out a deal.  That was not possible with Del 7 

Mar.  And so he recommended what the agreement was going to 8 

be because that’s an agreement that has to be in place 9 

before the meet starts. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right.  Commissioner Alfieri? 11 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Well, I, one, I think we 12 

need to still have something from the fire department.  I 13 

mean, that’s a huge liability.  I mean, I appreciate 14 

hearing from, you know, the people involved there, saying 15 

that everything is in order.  I trust that comment but I 16 

think it needs to be verified.  And I think someone from 17 

the fire department has to say something.  Yes, they’ve had 18 

their reports on time, they’ve -- whatever it is, there’s 19 

got to be a way that one representative inspector can come 20 

out before the meet opens and take a look and sign off.  21 

It’s hard for me to believe that someone can’t, a 22 

representative from the fire department, can’t do that. 23 

  Secondly, I’m okay with -- you know, I can 24 

appreciate, Scott, the staff and how much work goes into 25 
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these licenses and all of the paperwork, it’s amazing.  1 

It’s always a foot long.  I’m amazed at what goes into -- 2 

what they -- what each venue has to, you know, and  3 

license -- what it goes through and what it provides.  And 4 

it’s very detailed, very detailed.  So I appreciate that 5 

and I thank the staff for that. 6 

  But I think we can -- you know, I’m okay with 7 

approving it, subject to just making sure that -- what you 8 

just said, if we have everything by the opening of the 9 

meet, so that’s fine. 10 

  So I’ll make that as a motion. 11 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I’ll second it. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have a second? 13 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis.  Alex Solis 14 

seconds. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Discussion by the Board? 16 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Mr. Chairman, this is 17 

Damascus Castellanos.  So a question. 18 

  What is the timeline we’re given?  Is there a 19 

timeline to this? 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Can Staff make a suggestion as to 21 

what the timeline ought to be? 22 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Well, Executive 23 

Director kind of suggested something but he didn’t have a 24 

number.  That’s for us to kind of -- 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah. 1 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  -- put together. 2 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Commissioners, this is Amanda 3 

Drummond again. 4 

  So Rick is the -- my staff who is assigned to 5 

this app, and he is very diligent and very thorough with 6 

these, as are all my staff, in reviewing the racing meet 7 

apps, but it does still take time to look through these. 8 

  So I would recommend at least a few days before 9 

the meet because not only does he need to look through them 10 

but I also look through them, as well, and just to ensure 11 

that everything is in order and to allow, in case there is 12 

something still missing, something needs to be rectified, 13 

that would give us a little bit more wiggle room to then 14 

get those issues resolved before the actual race dates.  If 15 

we set it as the date of the racing beginning, then we 16 

really don’t have any flexibility there. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I think that we ought to give 18 

them one week.  That would be July 23rd.  They would have 19 

to have their paperwork in by July 23rd for the approval to 20 

go forward. 21 

  Is that agreeable with you, Commissioner Alfieri, 22 

with your motion? 23 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes.  Yeah, a week is 24 

fine.  Yeah.  Yes. 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  64 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Is that agreeable with the Board? 1 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any comments? 3 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right.  Well, let’s vote on 5 

that motion, and then I think we’re going to have a sub-6 

motion, too, but let’s vote on this motion. 7 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 8 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 10 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 12 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 14 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 16 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  And Commissioner Ferraro votes 18 

yes. 19 

  The point I’d like to bring up now is the CTT 20 

agreement between the CTT and the tracks regarding the 21 

disposition about people being removed from the track, et 22 

cetera, et cetera.  There’s no end to this discussion and 23 

I’d hate to see us get involved in it again. 24 

  If proper, and I refer to Staff, I’d like to make 25 
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a motion that we accept the previous agreement that’s been 1 

standing for quite some time between CTT and the racetracks 2 

regarding this issue. 3 

  Can I have a second for that? 4 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I’ll second that.  5 

Alfieri. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any comments from the Board?  All 7 

right. 8 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 9 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 11 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 13 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 15 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 17 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  And, obviously, Commissioner 19 

Ferraro votes yes.  Thank you very much. 20 

  MR. MARTEN:  I -- 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  We’ll move on to -- 22 

  MR. MARTEN:  -- should have interjected, but 23 

there -- Becky Bartling and Aiden Butler were both in 24 

queue.  Sorry. 25 
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  MS. DRUMMOND:  And -- 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, the motion has been voted 2 

on now.  They can bring it up again on item number ten, I 3 

believe.  Let’s do it that way.  The motion has already 4 

been approved.  In the interest of time, let’s move on. 5 

  We go to item number nine; is that correct? 6 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Mr. Chairman, no.  Mr. 7 

Chairman, Scott Chaney, Executive Director.  8 

  I’m still unclear on what the Board wants to do 9 

with respect to the fire clearance and just the application 10 

in general.  I respect mister -- or Commissioner Alfieri’s 11 

comment that Berkeley is needed to get someone out there.  12 

I think we supplied an email that Golden Gate Fields 13 

supplied to us, basically saying, it’s not going to happen. 14 

There are some years that Berkeley Fire Department doesn’t 15 

have -- they only inspect 90 percent of their structures as 16 

required under their local laws. 17 

  So I’m just -- I want to be clear what the Board 18 

wants with respect to this, if and when it doesn’t happen, 19 

because it’s not going to. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, there’s no way we can force 21 

the fire department to come out there.  And it wouldn’t be 22 

fair to the participating race meets to hold them to 23 

something that there’s no way they can comply with. 24 

  Commissioner Alfieri, what’s your feeling on 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  67 

that? 1 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I accept if that’s the 2 

reality.  I just think that there’s a huge liability, too, 3 

you know, when it comes to fire or any fire issue or 4 

matter, that you need to, you know, just, you know, Ts need 5 

to be crossed and Is need to be dotted.  So I mean, what -- 6 

you know, if the institution there, the facility, is 7 

comfortable with it and everyone else is comfortable with 8 

it and they’re going to sign off on these agreements, the I 9 

say, let’s move forward.  But it’s just that I’m not 10 

comfortable with it.  That’s all. 11 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Commissioner Alfieri, 12 

this is Scott Chaney.  I share your concern and that’s why 13 

I’ve made it a point and reached out to all the 14 

associations on the same issue. 15 

  I will say, with their fire clearance from last 16 

June, though it does say, “annual fire clearance,” it says 17 

it will be in place and effect until the next inspection 18 

unless, you know, Golden Gate hears otherwise. 19 

  So, I mean, I don’t want to give the Board legal 20 

advice because I’m the Executive Director -- 21 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Okay. 22 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  -- but it seems like 23 

that, at least, applies. 24 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  So -- 25 
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  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  I don’t know -- I do 1 

think the Board needs to grant the 45-day exemption from 2 

the -- the exemption for the 45-day requirement because it 3 

would require Golden Gate to get, you know, a fire 4 

clearance several times a year, each time they opened a 5 

meet, and that seems even less realistic than, you know, 6 

than the annual fire inspection. 7 

  So I just think those two things are important to 8 

point out. 9 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Okay.  I’m okay with that. 10 

I’m all right with that. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  So we need a motion to give them 12 

an exemption on the 45-day requirement; is that correct, 13 

Mr. Chaney? 14 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  You do.  And I’m -- 15 

and it was a little unclear.  I wasn’t sure if the Board 16 

had voted on actually approving the whole application or it 17 

should have been like those three pieces in terms of, you 18 

know, when the rest are due, the fire clearance, and then 19 

with respect to the CTT agreement.  I wasn’t sure if that 20 

included the whole application or not, so I just wanted 21 

clarity. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I think we’re talking about the 23 

whole application.  Are we not? 24 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 25 
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  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 1 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yeah. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  So I’ll make a motion -- 3 

  MR. MARTEN:  Well, if there’s to be another vote, 4 

would you like to hear from Becky Bartling and David -- and 5 

Aiden Butler? 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I think we can forego that until 7 

item number ten and ask them to make their comments on item 8 

number ten because we’re going to go through again. 9 

  But I think we need a motion right now to do an 10 

exemption for the 45-day requirement, so I would so move. 11 

  Do we have a second to that? 12 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Second.  Alfieri. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Gonzales? 14 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 16 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 18 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 20 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 22 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  And Commissioner Ferraro is yes. 24 

  Okay, Mr. Chaney, with your permission, we’d move 25 
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on to item number nine; is that correct? 1 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Yes, sir.  I think you 2 

don’t need my permission, Mr. Chairman, but I think number 3 

nine is next. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Thank you. 5 

  Number nine is discussion and action by the Board 6 

regarding approval of an agreement, pursuant to CHRB Rule 7 

1581, Racing Secretary to Establish Conditions, between the 8 

Pacific Racing Association II and the Thoroughbred Owners 9 

of California, regarding entry conditions and specified 10 

drug substances or medications to be implemented by the PRA 11 

II at Golden Gate Fields Racetrack. 12 

  Mr. Brodnik? 13 

  MR. BRODNIK:  Good morning, Commissioners.  Yes, 14 

item number nine is identical to the prior item, number 15 

seven, that you just addressed.  This time it’s an 16 

agreement between Pacific Racing Association and 17 

Thoroughbred Owners of California.  The agreement has been 18 

reached.  It, similarly, reduces the amount of Lasix, 19 

prohibits Lasix for two-year-olds, and also has 20 

restrictions with regard to corticosteroid intra-articular 21 

injections in the same manner that the previous agreement 22 

had.  23 

  This item is up for approval.  And the Board can 24 

hear from the representatives of those groups if they have 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  71 

any questions. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board?  2 

  Do we have a representative of the TOC or the 3 

Pacific Racing Association that wishes to speak on this 4 

item? 5 

  MR. MARTEN:  Aiden Butler is in queue, and Greg 6 

Avioli after him, and Eric Sindler after him. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Go ahead please.  Go 8 

ahead, Aiden. 9 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, Becky, your line is live. 10 

  MR. MARTEN:  Well, it seems that Becky Bartling 11 

has been allowed up now.  Is that right? 12 

  OPERATOR:  Yes. 13 

  MR. MARTEN:  It could be that -- 14 

  OPERATOR:  Okay.  Moving on to David Butler. 15 

  MR. MARTEN:  It could be that she dropped out to 16 

wait for ten, so now we could go to -- it’s Aiden Butler, 17 

not David Butler. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes. 19 

  MR. MARTEN:  If you -- 20 

  MR. BUTLER:  Okay.  Am I live, Commissioners?  21 

Can you hear me? 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah, you’re live now, Aiden.  Go 23 

ahead please. 24 

  MR. BUTLER:  Oh, good.  Thank you.  Yeah. 25 
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  I just wanted to quickly reassure Commissioner 1 

Alfieri that we will get the paperwork done.  That was my 2 

point.  A week is ample.  In fact, it’s more than fair for 3 

us to get all of the required paperwork for all of these 4 

matters up to date.  Again, you have my apologies.  This 5 

will not happen again going forward. 6 

  Second point, in regards to the CTT agreement, 7 

again, you’ve touched on that, so I’ll go quickly.  There 8 

will not be, unfortunately, an agreement, though I think 9 

you’ve made a motion for us to abide by, you know, 10 

(indiscernible) this agreement.  And, yes, that was all it 11 

was really.  I was just clarifying that we will have 12 

everything ready. 13 

  And, Commissioner Alfieri, with regards to the 14 

fire clearance, I understand Executive Director Chaney gave 15 

the update that it looks almost impossible but we will try 16 

and give the Commission some other assurance, be it a 17 

private company or just another more (indiscernible) update 18 

on the current status of the fire inspection stuff at 19 

Golden Gate Fields just to give you some more comfort. 20 

  So that was all I had.  That was just quick 21 

update. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Avioli, do you have any 23 

comments on item number nine? 24 

  MR. AVIOLI:  Just that we support -- 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Is he in the queue? 1 

  MR. AVIOLI:  -- the agreement and we’ve signed 2 

it. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Anybody from Pacific 4 

Racing Association wish to speak on number nine? 5 

  Do we have a queue, Operator? 6 

  OPERATOR:  Yes.  Next we have Eric Sindler. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 8 

  MR. SINDLER:  Yes.  Good morning.  I just echo 9 

what Mr. Brodnik stated, that this is an agreement that is 10 

very similar to the agreement that the Board approved for 11 

the winter-spring meet and we seek your approval. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 13 

  Next please. 14 

  OPERATOR:  No one else in queue. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right.  Do I have a motion 16 

from the Board to approve this? 17 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  This is Commissioner 18 

Mitchell.  I just -- 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead. 20 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Not a comment but a 21 

question as far as the fire issue, I have great concerns 22 

about that.  And I appreciate that Mr. Butler said he would 23 

provide us additional verification or comfort.  Maybe we 24 

would consider putting something like that in this motion 25 
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in order to cover that issue? 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You want to make a motion to 2 

that? 3 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  I would defer to Staff to 4 

some thoughts on that because I realize, you know, we’re in 5 

a situation with Berkeley not being able to do it, but I 6 

don’t have an expertise in fire policies, but what 7 

something would look like, I would be interested in their 8 

input. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Is there a private company that 10 

does these kinds of inspections that could substitute for 11 

the Berkeley Fire Department, just to give us more 12 

assurance? 13 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Mr. Chairman, this is 14 

Scott Chaney, Executive Director. 15 

  We’re actually on, I believe, we’re agenda item 16 

number nine, which is -- 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes. 18 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  -- the Lasix 19 

agreement.  So this -- maybe this would be a better -- I 20 

mean, unless we’re going back to eight -- 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Item -- 22 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  -- or want to discuss 23 

in the context of ten, which is Golden Gate’s application 24 

which will have the same issue? 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  That’s what we should do.  Let’s 1 

do that. 2 

  Commissioner Mitchell, let’s bring it up again on 3 

item ten. 4 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Okay. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  So we need a motion to approve 6 

for item number nine. 7 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I move to approve. 8 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos. 9 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solid. 10 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Motion to approve item 11 

number nine. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  And a second?  13 

  Alex, are you seconding? 14 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Commissioner Gonzales? 16 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 18 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 20 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 22 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 24 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  And Commissioner Ferraro votes 1 

yes. 2 

  Okay, then we go on to item number ten.  And I’m 3 

not sure about how we want to put your motion in order, 4 

Wendy.  Maybe we should have a general inspection. 5 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Well, I think we should 6 

go through the item and then we can ask Aiden Butler what 7 

sort of assurances he could offer and if that satisfies the 8 

Board’s interest. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  So item number ten, 10 

discussion and action by the Board on the Application for a 11 

License to Conduct a Horse Racing Meeting of the Pacific 12 

Racing Association II at Golden Gate Fields, commencing 13 

August 20th, 2020 through October 6th, inclusive. 14 

  Amanda? 15 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Yes.  Good morning -- or 16 

afternoon, again, Commissioners.  This is Amanda Drummond. 17 

  Agenda item ten is the approval of a race meet 18 

application for Golden Gate Fields, August 12th to October 19 

6th.  And the following items are still needed in order for 20 

the application to be considered complete, the signed TOC 21 

and CTT agreements, and agreements with all licensed 22 

Northern California satellites. 23 

  Additionally, in the application, Golden Gate 24 

Fields mentioned obtaining a simulcast agreement with Hong 25 
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Kong.  If this does occur they would need a signed 1 

agreement with them.  They would need to renew the 2 

electronic timing device agreement with Access.  We 3 

discussed the fire clearance and we would need that.  And 4 

then the bond does expire on August 17th, so that would 5 

just need to be updated. 6 

  And I believe the Executive Director, Mr. Chaney, 7 

has some things he wants to comment on as well. 8 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Yeah, Commissioners.  9 

Thank you.  Just two items on there. 10 

  I just wanted to highlight the -- you know, the 11 

fire clearance has the same issue with respect to the one 12 

we just went through.  13 

  And I’d also like to highlight, on their -- on 14 

the application, 10-C (phonetic), which has to do with 15 

mandatory payouts.  They have attempted to insert a line 16 

that says they can change the mandatory payout with respect 17 

to certain wagers and will notify the Executive Director at 18 

least three days before any such mandatory distribution.  I 19 

don’t think that’s commensurate with what the law says for 20 

that particular wager.  It’s governed by ARCI which 21 

requires any changes to be approved with prior approval 22 

from the Commission and not just informing us. 23 

  For a little background, this is kind of an 24 

ongoing spat, if you will, with Golden Gate, who likes -- 25 
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who wants to change the mandatory payout day for the 1 

Rainbow Pick 6 and I haven’t approved that.  First of all, 2 

I’m philosophically against it, A.  And, B, I think it 3 

requires Board approval. 4 

  So I think with respect to 10-C, I would 5 

recommend striking the last line that says, “will notify 6 

the Executive Director three days before any such mandatory 7 

distribution.”  8 

  And I’m welcome to hear Golden Gate’s comments on 9 

that. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have a representative of 11 

Golden Gate that wishes to speak to this item please? 12 

  Mr. Butler? 13 

  MR. MARTEN:  Eric Sindler. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Eric Sindler, go ahead. 15 

  MR. SINDLER:  Yes.  Good morning again.  Eric 16 

Sindler on behalf of Golden Gate.  A few updates. 17 

  The surety bond was submitted to CHRB staff a 18 

week or two ago, so that is no longer outstanding. 19 

  Additionally, the TOC agreement was submitted to 20 

TOC staff -- I’m sorry, CHRB staff, so that is also no 21 

longer outstanding. 22 

  As it relates to what Ms. Drummond talked about 23 

with the Hong Kong Jockey Club, we are still in 24 

negotiations with them.  And she stated, that if we are 25 
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able to complete that contract, and then also if in-person 1 

wagering is ever even allowed during our meet, which seems 2 

very unlikely, before we start wagering we will absolutely 3 

submit the agreement that Ms. Drummond talked about to CHRB 4 

staff. 5 

  As far as the northern satellites, we continue to 6 

disagree with the Board’s position that an agreement is 7 

required.  But if the Board continues to condition our 8 

license, as it has in the past, we will continue to 9 

maintain the status quo and send an agreement to CARF and 10 

Sonoma on the same terms that we have the last few meets. 11 

  With respect to the fire clearance, there’s 12 

nothing more to add, other than what’s already been 13 

discussed, I think, at the moment.  If Mr. Butler or anyone 14 

from Golden Gate has anything more to add, I would 15 

definitely like them to join in. 16 

  The timing agreement, as discussed, that is the 17 

renewal is being worked on up at corporate and that will be 18 

submitted prior to our meet. 19 

  So the only other thing that’s actually 20 

outstanding is the CTT agreement.  We sent the -- I’m  21 

sorry -- the CTT a proposed agreement whereby the items 22 

that we are currently disagreeing on, the agreement would 23 

simply say that the parties will just act in conformity 24 

with California law.  The CTT, as is their right, chose to 25 
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reject that proposal, so there is no agreement between the 1 

parties on the terms of the agreement and no agreement 2 

exists between the parties. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board? 4 

  MR. SINDLER:  As -- yeah.  And then to address 5 

Mr. Chaney’s comments on the mandatory payout under the 6 

ARCI rule, our interpretation of the rule was that the 7 

Board has to approve it.  And they can approve mandatory 8 

payouts so long as they are notified or the Executive 9 

Director is notified in advance.  So I believe that you can 10 

approve that.  I don’t think the rule actually says that 11 

you have to approve a specific date.  You just have to 12 

approve the payouts and we will inform you of the date. 13 

  So I believe you actually can grant the license 14 

with 10-C as presented. 15 

 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Chaney, a comment on that? 17 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Are there or no?  One 18 

second.  Let me see.  Yeah.  I think I’ll start.  And then 19 

I think Mr. Brodnik can kind of finish. 20 

  So this specific wager is governed -- it can 21 

either be governed by the CHRB rule or ARCI.  This one, 22 

they’ve specifically chosen ARCI which, specifically, I 23 

think it’s G-1, if you want to,  24 

“For the pick-in (phonetic) pools, if there’s any 25 
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changes to the approved pick-in format require prior 1 

approval of the Commission.”  Before that, it says, 2 

“The association must obtain written approval from the 3 

Commission concerning the scheduling of pick-in 4 

contests,” blah, blah, blah.  “Any changes to the 5 

approved pick-in format require prior approval from 6 

the Commission.” 7 

  I think it’s our position that this would be a 8 

change.  I mean, they’re designating closing day as a 9 

mandatory payout.  But then sometime during the meet, once 10 

you change that date based on, I suppose, economics, and so 11 

to me, that seems like a change to the format because 12 

you’re changing the mandatory payout day.  I may be way off 13 

on this.  I just -- I’m not a fan of it. 14 

  I don’t think it’s fair to the wagering public 15 

because they’ve started wagering, given the mandatory 16 

payout is announced as closing day, and then changing it 17 

based on the convenience of the track doesn’t seem fair to 18 

the wagering public to me, so it’s not something I 19 

personally would approve.  But I don’t think the law allows 20 

Golden Gate to change it while the pick -- while the 21 

particular pool is being bet into and the bet is ongoing. 22 

  Mr. Brodnik, do you have anything further? 23 

  MR. BRODNIK:  No.  I agree with that analysis. 24 

  Furthermore, I think -- and I’m pulling up the 25 
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rule right now -- but I believe it is specific in the ARCI 1 

rule that the pick-in is for a specific performance on a 2 

specific date.  And as Executive Director Chaney pointed 3 

out, that’s identified as the end of the meet.  So changing 4 

that date, then, would be new performance date, which in 5 

interpret that to mean would need new approval by the Board 6 

each time that was done. 7 

  So for those reasons, I concur with him. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, is Mr. Butler in the queue? 9 

 Does he want to give us a comment about this fire 10 

situation that Commissioner Mitchell was concerned about? 11 

  MR. MARTEN:  Yes.  Aiden Butler. 12 

  MR. BUTLER:  Hi Commissioners.  I mean, we’re 13 

obviously going back and forth with this.  Everybody is 14 

correct.  We were unable to get the Berkeley Fire Chief 15 

out.  16 

  We do have, as Executive Director Chaney 17 

correctly stated, the clearance from the prior year.  Would 18 

it be satisfactory if I got -- potentially, I’m going to 19 

try and find a private fire company to go back through and 20 

at least clarify that all of the apparatus that was 21 

mentioned in the prior certificate is still fully 22 

operational.  Would that give everybody comfort, albeit it 23 

isn’t the fire chief, that the agreement and the equipment 24 

that was, obviously, itemized in the prior agreement is all 25 
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fully functioning?  Would that suffice and give everybody 1 

more comfort?  That’s about -- 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner -- 3 

  MR. BUTLER:  -- really, the only thing I can 4 

thing of. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell, do you 6 

want to comment on that? 7 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  I would like the staff to 8 

comment.  You know, seeming just to say that everything was 9 

working the way it was, I don’t know if that would give me 10 

a ton of comfort given the, you know, fire season we’re  11 

in -- we’re going to be in, so -- but I would be interested 12 

in the staff’s response to that proposal. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Chairman -- I mean, Mr. 14 

Chaney?  Go ahead please.  15 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Yes.  Scott Chaney 16 

here. 17 

  1927 says, “a written clearance from the fire 18 

authority having jurisdiction.”  I was going to say, I am 19 

not lawyer, although I am -- I’m guessing that, you know, a 20 

private company is not a fire authority having 21 

jurisdiction. 22 

  To be fair to the associations, they’re in a 23 

really tough spot here, obviously, because we do have that 24 

email from -- that we supplied that Golden Gate supplied to 25 
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the Board from the Berkeley Fire Department basically 1 

saying we’ll get to you when we can.  But, I mean, while a 2 

private association would be helpful, I just -- I wish I 3 

could say it complies with 1927 but the language is clear, 4 

it says, “fire authority having jurisdiction.” 5 

  MR. BUTLER:  So -- 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos -- 7 

  MR. BUTLER:  -- (indiscernible). 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- did you have a comment? 9 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes.  This is 10 

Castellanos.  Thank you very much. 11 

  Mr. Butler, I have a question.  I know that at 12 

Santa Anita, you have an on-staff fire marshal.  Do you 13 

have an on-staff fire marshal at Golden Gate? 14 

  MR. BUTLER:  Hi.  Am I live here?  I don’t 15 

believe we have a full-time fire marshal on staff.  I will 16 

double confirm.  In fact, I believe that David Doogen 17 

(phonetic), he’s on, if he (indiscernible) he can give you 18 

how often we have someone who is qualified.  And if that 19 

would suffice we can look at -- if that would suffice and 20 

give comfort, we could look at making sure we have someone 21 

onsite at all time during the race meets, as we do at Santa 22 

Anita, to make sure that was good.  23 

  But if Dave Doogen cold kind of speak to this, it 24 

would be a lot happier and I’d be a lot happier.  He’s 25 
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actually done the roll call for the PRA. 1 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  I think that if there 2 

is, as in Santa Anita, if there is an on-staff fire marshal 3 

that keeps updated documentation, and that also keeps the 4 

maintenance updated on the various sprinklers and 5 

everything around there, and the spacing, and the driving 6 

the roads, I think maybe that might help if we have a fire 7 

marshal on staff at Golden Gate, such as Santa Anita.  So I 8 

was just curious if that is happening up there. 9 

  But if you could find that out, that would be 10 

fantastic, and then that way we can -- 11 

  MR. BUTLER:  Absolutely. 12 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  -- know more and we 13 

can be a little more comfortable with that. 14 

  MR. BUTLER:  Absolutely.  15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Again --  16 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  So -- 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- Commissioner Mitchell? 18 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  -- where -- so what’s the 19 

timeline on that, Mr. Butler, of getting information?  Can 20 

it be by the end of this hearing or -- I mean, because I 21 

hate to have it just move forward and not -- 22 

  MR. BUTLER:  Oh, no.  I think -- 23 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  You know, I think -- 24 

  MR. BUTLER:  -- absolutely.  Absolutely. 25 
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  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  -- I think that’s -- 1 

  MR. BUTLER:  So if you got -- 2 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  -- a great suggestion. 3 

  MR. BUTLER:  Yeah.  Me too.  I think Ray is in 4 

the queue at the moment, Ray from Golden Gate Fields, so if 5 

he could maybe have his line put live, as well, that may be 6 

better for sure? 7 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  That would be great. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead, Mike.  Queue him up 9 

please. 10 

  OPERATOR:  If you’re on the call, sir, please 11 

press star one. 12 

  MR. MARTEN:  Well, there is somebody unidentified 13 

from Golden Gate Fields at the bottom there.  No, it was -- 14 

it says Golden Gate.  Yeah.  Okay. 15 

  Are you ready? 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah.  Go ahead please. 17 

  Okay.  This is Roy Roenbeck.  I’m the Director of 18 

Environmental Health and Safety, overseer of the Fire 19 

Safety and Prevention Program here.  20 

  At all times we have a minimum of one fire guard 21 

and two night watchmen on staff at all times, a minimum.  22 

We don’t use the term fire marshal.  That tends to have 23 

more of a municipal connotation to it.  So at all times we 24 

have a fire guard who is a former fireman or fireperson, 25 
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firefighter, and two night watchmen, at a minimum, on that. 1 

 So we have a Fire Safety Program, Prevention Program.  We 2 

have all the maintenance records.  They’re all available 3 

for review. 4 

  We’re also subject to annual fire inspection 5 

audits by our property insurer, FM Global, who certainly 6 

would not offer us policy coverage if we were -- had any 7 

issues with our fire program. 8 

  So we do have staffing, insurance inspections, 9 

and municipal inspections. 10 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  So are you saying -- 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Does that satisfy? 12 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  -- that you have a  13 

fire -- that you have a fire marshal -- you have a fire 14 

guard there during the day and then at night it’s on the 15 

security guards? 16 

  MR. ROENBECK:  No. 17 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Because I don’t -- 18 

  MR. ROENBECK:  We have a fire -- 19 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  -- I don’t have a high 20 

level -- go ahead. 21 

  MR. ROENBECK:  We have a fire guard at all times. 22 

So, yeah, there’s three of them that shift throughout the 23 

day.  There’s never a time when the track does not have a 24 

fire guard who is a former firefighter on duty.  And that 25 
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is in conjunction with our security team as well. 1 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  But someone with 2 

firefighting experience, not just a security guard, is -- 3 

that’s a former firefighter is always onsite? 4 

  MR. ROENBECK:  Yes.  The staff, the term is 5 

called fire guard.  That is what we use. 6 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Okay. 7 

  MR. ROENBECK:  And that’s a distinction from a 8 

security officer.  They have firefighting experience.  9 

They’re former firefighters, either from Oakland Fire 10 

Department or one of the local municipalities.  They are on 11 

staff at all times. 12 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Okay.  Well, I would be 13 

comfortable if you could put that in writing to us as part 14 

of this, that you have someone who is a fire guard onsite 15 

at all times.  And, in addition, doing verifications, like 16 

Mr. Butler suggested. 17 

  MR. ROENBECK:  Yes, we can do that. 18 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Great. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  20 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I have a -- 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Now -- 22 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- I have a question. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead. 24 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  What -- Albany is a city; 25 
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right?  Do they have -- 1 

  MR. ROENBECK:  It is. 2 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- a city inspector? 3 

  MR. ROENBECK:  They do as well. 4 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I mean, you’re relying on 5 

Berkeley or you’re talking about Berkeley’s Fire 6 

Department, and they’re quite busy, I’m sure, with a lot of 7 

COVID issues.  But is Albany -- is it possible for one of 8 

their inspectors to come out? 9 

  MR. ROENBECK:  No, it’s not.  They’re two 10 

municipalities.  We’re 130 acres, 90 in Berkeley and about 11 

30 plus in Albany.  They have jurisdictional issues where 12 

they will only inspect property or facilities that are 13 

within their jurisdiction.  So we do have an annual fire 14 

clearance by the City of Albany and an annual one by the 15 

City of Berkeley. 16 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  And what about the county 17 

that takes in all these cities, could someone from the 18 

county come out, a county fire inspector? 19 

  MR. ROENBECK:  No.  There is no overseeing county 20 

fire agency that does fire inspections.  They do 21 

firefighting of wildfires or things such as that, or for 22 

communities that are not within city districts. 23 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  I think it would also 24 

behoove our staff to have a copy or see a copy of the 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  90 

letter of insurance from the insurance carrier where it 1 

talks about, you know, that you are in compliance, whatever 2 

you just said or Mr. Butler had said -- 3 

  MR. ROENBECK:  Okay. 4 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- for the file -- 5 

  MR. ROENBECK:  Yes.  6 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  -- to be reviewed.  Okay. 7 

Thank you. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any other comments from the Board 9 

on this? 10 

  Can we move to public comment please?  Go ahead 11 

with the public comment. 12 

  OPERATOR:  First up we have Terri Eaton. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please.  14 

  MS. EATON:  Yes.  This is Terri Eaton from the 15 

Arabian Racing Association of California. 16 

  The reason I want to give this public comment is 17 

because our association and our horsemen and our horses 18 

have lost roughly three weeks of racing due to the fact 19 

that instead of giving the Sacramento dates, the one week 20 

that CARF gave back of Sacramento, and then losing our two 21 

weeks at Ferndale, it really cuts our racing by a great 22 

deal.  23 

  So what we’re asking is, is that because there’s 24 

three weeks at Golden Gate Fields there and they were a 25 
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reallocation of dates for the Sacramento -- one week of 1 

Sacramento and two weeks of Ferndale, is there any 2 

possibility that you would continue us and allow us to race 3 

during those three weeks, also, on a minimal schedule, of 4 

course, maybe a race or two a weekend, so that we can 5 

continue on? 6 

  Sonoma County Fair, they have -- they are 7 

allowing us to run at Golden Gate Fields there and we 8 

greatly appreciate it.  We appreciate the opportunity to be 9 

running at Golden Gate Fields.  We’re very excited about it 10 

for being able to run on a synthetic surface and being at a 11 

higher-class racetrack that we’re -- than we’ve been 12 

before. 13 

  So we’re just -- we’re losing three weeks.  It 14 

will leave us with roughly a seven-week gap between our 15 

next race meet, which would be Fresno.  And that is a very 16 

long time with no racing for these horses.  And as you all 17 

know, we have owners, we have horses, we have trainers, we 18 

have grooms, we have everybody that is employed, just like 19 

everybody else.  And it will be very hard to keep these 20 

individuals in the state and keep them racing to improve 21 

our racing. 22 

  We, as Arabian racehorse owners and trainer, 23 

we’re really promoting our breed.  We’re trying to get more 24 

breeding.  And, you know, we might be able to 25 
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(indiscernible) there is shortages of horses.  We’re a 1 

sound breed.  And we don’t cause any issues, I believe. 2 

  So I’m just wondering if you could -- 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Excuse me but this is an issue 4 

that you would have to have an agreement with Golden Gate 5 

Fields.  And then an application for approval would have to 6 

come to the Board, the way I understand it.  I mean, unless 7 

you have some kind of an agreement with Golden Gate Fields 8 

to run your Arab meets there in conjunction with theirs, 9 

there’s nothing the Board can do until you have an 10 

agreement and make an application. 11 

  Am I correct on that, Mr. Chaney? 12 

  MS. EATON:  Well -- 13 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Can you repeat your 14 

question?  Go ahead.  Can you say that again, Mr. Chairman? 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes.  I’m assuming that in order 16 

for us to deal with her request, that there would have to 17 

be an agreement, signed agreement between Golden Gate and 18 

the Arab Racing Association, and then that signed agreement 19 

would be presented to the Board for approval; no? 20 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Yes, that’s right.  As 21 

far as I know, that’s correct. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yeah.  So there’s nothing we can 23 

do about that at this time. 24 

  MS. EATON:  Okay.  Well, we’ve been working on it 25 
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and we’ve been asking and it just seems like that -- we 1 

know that we’re kind of a stepchild and we’re hanging out 2 

here and asking, and everybody is so extremely busy.  So is 3 

there a possibility -- 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, again -- 5 

  MS. EATON:  -- we could try to get this -- 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- you’re going to have to -- 7 

  MS. EATON:  -- to happen? 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- get your agreement with Golden 9 

Gate and come back to us. 10 

  Next please. 11 

  MS. EATON:  Okay.  Thank you. 12 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have -- 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please, Operator. 14 

  OPERATOR:  -- Kiersten Cluster. 15 

  MS. CLUSTER:  Good morning. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 17 

  MS. CLUSTER:  Good morning.  This is Kiersten. 18 

  First, I would like to say that the comments I 19 

made with respect to agenda number -- item number eight 20 

also apply to agenda item number ten.  And I would also 21 

like to comment on two issues of health and safety with 22 

respect to agenda item number ten. 23 

  The first is this lack of a fire clearance is 24 

very concerning and an issue of public safety that I think 25 
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is very important.  I’m asking you to, please, to not 1 

bypass the requirement for a fire clearance from the 2 

Berkeley Fire Department before approving this horse race 3 

meet. 4 

  The second item is before you vote on whether or 5 

not to approve this application, I would really like to 6 

hear some discussion from the Board on whether or not it is 7 

safe to move forward with horse racing in the middle of a 8 

global pandemic.  I understand the tracks are closed to the 9 

public but there are still many people who are working at 10 

these meets.  And there are documented cases of COVID 11 

coming out of these meets. 12 

  And I’m glad that the jockeys are not getting 13 

seriously ill and are self-quarantining, as someone 14 

mentioned, but has there been contact tracing and testing 15 

of everyone that they’ve been in contact with?  I don’t 16 

think you need to be an infectious disease expert to 17 

understand that this is a highly contagious virus and, for 18 

some people, this virus is deadly.  19 

  With all due respect, I’m asking you to support 20 

the effort to get coronavirus under control in the state of 21 

California by denying this application for this horse 22 

racing meet under agenda item number ten and, also, to 23 

suspend all horse racing in California in the interest of 24 

public health and safety. 25 
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  Thank you. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 2 

  Next please. 3 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Bonnie Croker. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 5 

  MS. CROKER:  Yes.  Hello again.  My opinion, as 6 

voiced for agenda item number eight, remains essentially 7 

the same regarding any race meet in the near future.  I do 8 

believe the CHRB must take the lead and deny approval or 9 

suspend approval for all racing meets in the near future 10 

due to COVID-19 concerns. 11 

  Also, the opinions voiced regarding healthy-12 

seeming jockeys that get plenty of vitamin D, those are 13 

really absurd and ridiculous.  We know that asymptomatic 14 

people can be carriers and infect others on a large scale. 15 

So those excuses just are not relevant. 16 

  Also, concerning the fire safety plans, you’re 17 

really, really treading on thin ice.  It’s really 18 

irrational, irresponsible, and absurd to grant permission 19 

for a horse racing meet when they are missing a critical 20 

piece of permission and sign-off from the proper fire 21 

company.  I mean, saying that you have fire marshals on 22 

guard at night is like saying, well, we don’t have this 23 

elevator in a skyscraper actually signed off by a 24 

professional elevator company but there’s a guy in office 25 
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B13 that knows a lot about elevators and, therefore, he has 1 

deemed this safe.  I mean, you just can’t go there. 2 

  I was a school teacher for 30 years.  And I 3 

cannot imagine writing a letter to parents saying, you 4 

know, we don’t have fire safety plans.  We expect to get 5 

it.  One of the kids has a father that used to be a fire 6 

captain and he says our school is relatively safe, so we’ll 7 

see you in September.  I mean, you just don’t do that.  You 8 

don’t mess around with fire. 9 

  All of the owners who have their horses there, 10 

their insurance wouldn’t pay off if something happened to 11 

their horses.  I mean, I haven’t even got to the tragedies 12 

that would incur if there was a fire and the lives that 13 

would be lost of both horses and people. 14 

  So I don’t -- I really don’t think you should be 15 

approving either -- 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 17 

  MS. CROKER:  -- neither under item number eight 18 

or ten.  19 

  Thank you very much. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  Thank you. 21 

  Next please. 22 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Ellen Eriksen. 23 

  MS. ERIKSEN:  Yes. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 25 
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  MS. ERIKSEN:  Ellen Ericksen, San Diego. 1 

  Once again, because there is no protocol in place 2 

at racetracks for testing and for keeping the backstretch 3 

workers safe, we plead that the application for license at 4 

Golden Gate Fields not be granted due to the out-of-control 5 

pandemic.  6 

  This Board is more concerned about the fire 7 

clearance but not COVID-19 spread which that, in itself, is 8 

mindboggling.  It’s hard to believe that this Board is 9 

still not addressing COVID-19 and the pandemic during this 10 

meeting. 11 

  We will urge the County Health Department in 12 

Sonoma County and the Governor’s Office to close down the 13 

racetracks of this meet. 14 

  By the way, vitamin D and the sun is not a proven 15 

effective treatment for COVID-19, nor does it reduce the 16 

spread of the virus.  Many of us are healthcare 17 

professionals on this call and we do know what we are 18 

talking about. 19 

  And what is your protocol for testing jockeys, 20 

backstretch workers, trainers, owners that are at these 21 

races? 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You’re getting off the subject, 23 

Ellen.  Let’s confine it -- 24 

  MS. ERIKSEN:  Okay. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- to the subject please. 1 

  MS. ERIKSEN:  Okay.  Has the Board ever not 2 

granted a license to race?  Can someone on this Board 3 

please answer that question? 4 

  Thank you. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 6 

  Next please. 7 

  OPERATOR:  Our next comment comes from Greg 8 

Avioli. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead, Greg. 10 

  MR. AVIOLI:  Yes.  Just a tactical point. 11 

  Mr. Sindler noted that they did not believe they 12 

have to send a Golden Gate signal to the satellite network 13 

up north.  TOC strongly disagrees and has cited the 14 

analysis of the CHRB on that.  And the horsemen’s agreement 15 

that we have in place with them assumes that signal will be 16 

sent. 17 

  So I just want to, with all the other noise going 18 

on in this discussion, make sure that the Board, as part of 19 

granting this application, if it’s going to grant the 20 

application, confirms, as it has done for the last three 21 

years, that the requirement exist that Golden Gate does 22 

send the signal to the northern satellite betting network. 23 

  Thank you. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Chaney, is that correct? 25 
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  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Mr. Brodnik can speak 1 

to that. 2 

  MR. BRODNIK:  Yes.  Good morning.  Yes, that’s 3 

correct.  We have taken the analysis that, by law, Golden 4 

Gate Fields, because it makes more than $1.5 million in 5 

average daily handle, is required to submit their satellite 6 

wagering signals to all satellite wagering facilities.  7 

That’s been the position of the Board since this was 8 

brought up almost two years ago now.  And litigation was 9 

initiated by Golden Gate in this matter.  And the court, 10 

the superior court, ruled in our favor, indicating that 11 

this Board could require Golden Gate to send their signal 12 

to all satellite wagering facilities, which includes the 13 

northern satellite wagering facilities. 14 

  So, again, this Board is, should you choose to, 15 

completely within what Staff believes is your legal 16 

authority to make such a condition on their license. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 18 

  Do we have anybody else in the queue, Operator? 19 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir.  Next we have Eric Sindler. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 21 

  MR. SINDLER:  Good morning.  Eric on behalf of 22 

Golden Gate Fields. 23 

  Just to address Mr. Avioli’s comment, earlier, 24 

when I was speaking before, I did mention that if the Board 25 
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does institute a similar condition, we will send out the 1 

agreement as we have the last couple of years. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Thank you very much. 3 

  Next please. 4 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Cliff Goodrich. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead, Cliff. 6 

  MR. GOODRICH:  Good morning.  Good morning, 7 

Commissioners.  I’m the Executive Director of the 8 

California Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Foundation.  And as you 9 

know, we support the license -- or I should say, we do 10 

support the license application of Pacific Racing 11 

Association for the job protection of the backstretch 12 

workers that we provide healthcare for. 13 

  And for the benefit of the activists’ knowledge, 14 

we are funded through over one-and-a-half million dollars 15 

contributed annually by racetrack operators, owners and 16 

trainers.  The activists seem to oppose virtually every 17 

agenda item, even attempting to supersede without health -- 18 

without knowledge or expertise the protocols that Golden 19 

Gate has established with local health authorities related 20 

to the COVID-19.  They simply become obstructionists 21 

instead of working with the Board as advocates for change, 22 

championing that human beings shouldn’t even be on a 23 

horse’s back.  Their sole goal is to shut down racing. 24 

  Meanwhile, despite the rhetoric, the Board and 25 
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the industry continue to move forward with the strictest 1 

procedures and protocols in North America while the 2 

activists brag about how they succeeded in removing the 3 

elephants from the circus and the whales at SeaWorld 4 

instead of advocating constructive ideas to this Board, and 5 

then bragging about how they made a positive difference. 6 

  It is the activists’ right to advocate that a 7 

human being should not be on the back of a horse.  8 

Likewise, it is every individual’s right and the industry’s 9 

right to advocate that horses are better cared for by being 10 

in the custody of people who love their horses, whether a 11 

private owner or at a racetrack, rather than having horses 12 

running in the wild. 13 

  This Board and all of the industry participants 14 

should be saluted for having moved as quickly and 15 

decisively as the regulatory process allows to put horses 16 

first and foremost, if there were ever a doubt.  And, in 17 

doing so, they’ve helped protect the jobs of thousands of 18 

workers and their families that we provide healthcare for. 19 

  There must be a reasonable balance in everything 20 

in life that all of us do.  It is hoped that humans lives 21 

have equal standing with the horses we care for. 22 

  We support this license application for the 23 

reasons stated. 24 

  Thank you. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 1 

  Next please. 2 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Martha Sullivan. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead Martha. 4 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  Martha Sullivan again. 5 

  I would like to point out to the Board that the 6 

Berkeley Fire Department does not consider horse racing to 7 

be a priority.  What does that tell you?  They don’t 8 

consider horse racing enough of a priority to assign 9 

personnel to conduct -- 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Martha, I don’t think you can 11 

make that argument. 12 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- a fire inspection. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Please, Operator, move on.  Next 14 

please, Operator. 15 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Dr. Wayne Johnson. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you.  Thank you, Mr. 18 

Chairman. 19 

  Mr. Goodrich is 100 percent right in his 20 

characterization of animal rights activists.  It is true, 21 

we want to shut down the horse racing industry.  However, 22 

we are willing to work with anybody that will help us in 23 

that cause, whether it be the Board or horsemen or anybody 24 

else, and he knows that. 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  103 

  I want to ask you a question.  Will you please 1 

revisit the decision you made on the 45-day waiver on this 2 

fire issue?  All of you who love horses, who claim to love 3 

horses, who know horses know the history of fire and horse 4 

tracks.  You know, the history of the Lilac Fire at San 5 

Luis Rey Downs.  Thirty-five horses, at least, died in that 6 

fire.  And that is not ancient history.  That was in 2017. 7 

  Mr. Churwell (phonetic) wrote in the L.A. Times, 8 

after that fire, that one trainer described the aftermath 9 

of that fire as, quote unquote, “a war zone.” 10 

  Is it possible that you will not listen to Mr. 11 

Chaney and Mr. Alfieri, who at least have the guts to raise 12 

the issue of what we’re playing around with in terms of 13 

playing with fire? 14 

  I beg you to revisit that 45-day -- the waiver on 15 

the 45-day rule.  There’s a reason that rule is there.  16 

There’s a reason that rule is there and that’s because fire 17 

does tremendous damage to horses. 18 

  Thank you very much. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 20 

  Next please. 21 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Terri Bingham. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 23 

  MS. BINGHAM:  Hi.  Hi.  Terri Bingham, San Diego. 24 

I’m an attorney.  I’ve practiced 32 years.  And I’ve worked 25 
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on -- for -- on behalf of insurance carriers, major fire 1 

cases in this state, as well as globally.  And I can tell 2 

you that that Berkeley Fire Department is valid right now. 3 

It says clearly, by the language that was read before this 4 

Board, that until their next inspection, this permit is 5 

valid.  So you can proceed.  And the other people are not 6 

attorneys and, therefore, they don’t have the expertise 7 

that I do. 8 

  With respect to contact tracing and the jockeys 9 

that were found possible in San Diego, the San Diego Health 10 

Department has investigated more than 5,000 close contact 11 

cases and they are doing their job.  And the Board of 12 

Supervisors has recently voted here to give more money to 13 

contract -- contact tracing in San Diego, so everyone is 14 

doing their jobs.  And the concerns that are being raised 15 

by the public, some members of the public, may be well 16 

intentioned but they are not based on fact.  And I think 17 

this application should move forward. 18 

  Thank you. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 20 

  Next please. 21 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have the Golden Gate Fields. 22 

  MR. ROENBECK:  This is Golden Gate Fields.  Just 23 

for the record, Roy Roenbeck again, the EHS Director and 24 

here at Golden Gate Fields. 25 
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  We do have valid fire clearance from the City of 1 

Albany.  We do have valid fire clearance from the City of 2 

Berkeley.  And we have arranged for the City of Berkeley to 3 

come out on July 23rd, prior to the onset of the meet, to 4 

conduct another fire clearance inspection, so they are 5 

coming out next week. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  That’s good news.  Thank you very 7 

much. 8 

  Next please. 9 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Olivia [sic] Sedano. 10 

  MS. SEDANO:  Good morning.  This is -- 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 12 

  MS. SEDANO:  Good morning.  This is Elvia Sedano. 13 

And I wanted to say that on the CHRB website there’s a 14 

notice of meeting that reads, quote, 15 

“Please be advised, in accordance with Executive Order 16 

N-29-2020, the CHRB will provide a teleconference for 17 

a meeting for its upcoming public meeting to be held 18 

on July 16, 2020.  Board Members and members of the 19 

public are strongly encouraged to participate using 20 

the teleconference phone number provided below” -- 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  We’re well aware of that. 22 

  MS. SEDANO:  -- “as to minimize the spread” -- 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Are you going to speak -- 24 

  MS. SEDANO:  -- “of COVID” -- 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- to the agenda item please? 1 

  MS. SEDANO:  Yes. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Speak to agenda item -- 3 

  MS. SEDANO:  I thought that you would -- 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- number ten. 5 

  MS. SEDANO:  Can you not approve the license for 6 

Golden Gate because of the pandemic? 7 

  And you guys are being -- the Board and the 8 

people are that calling in are being protected by doing 9 

these teleconference calls.  But why not extend, you know, 10 

these safety measures for the jockeys, the backstretch 11 

workers by stopping horse racing during this time of 12 

crisis?  And I believe this pandemic is only going to get 13 

worse in the coming weeks and months. 14 

  Please do the right thing and do not approve the 15 

license for Golden Gate Fields. 16 

  Thank you. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 18 

  Next please. 19 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Oscar de la Torre. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes.   21 

  MR. DE LA TORRE:  Yes.  Hello. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 23 

  MR. DE LA TORRE:  Yes.  Thank you.  I want to 24 

thank the Board for all your great work and your service to 25 
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the State of California. 1 

  I want to encourage you to support the license so 2 

that we can have live racing continue.  The live racing 3 

provides -- it supports many workers.  4 

  I was at Del Mar on opening day.  Workers are 5 

concerned.  And, you know, obviously, COVID-19 is a 6 

concern.  They’re wearing their masks.  They’re washing 7 

their hands.  They’re practicing physical distancing.  They 8 

understand the protocols that they need to follow to keep 9 

themselves safe.  And the fact that Del Mar canceled races 10 

once they, you know, discovered that there were some 11 

positive tests with jockeys, I mean, that shows that the 12 

regulations implemented by the Public Heath Department is 13 

being followed and we feel very, very good about that. 14 

  And so it’s important that we understand that the 15 

workers are better off working onsite where they can be 16 

tested and they can be monitored.  We know that there’s, 17 

you know, infections increasing throughout the county but, 18 

at the racetrack, workers feel very secure and supported. 19 

  So I just wanted to ensure that everybody 20 

understands that the public health guidelines are working, 21 

being implemented, and strictly being followed. 22 

  Thank you. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 24 

  Do we have people still in the queue? 25 
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  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir.  Next we have Cory Soltau. 1 

  MR. SOLTAU:  Yes.   2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 3 

  MR. SOLTAU:  My name is Cory Soltau.  Yes, sir.  4 

Thank you.  This is Cory Soltau from the Arabian Racing 5 

Association.  And I just wanted to ask a question because 6 

both Terri Eaton and myself brought up concerns about the 7 

loss of Arabians because of the reallocation of the fair 8 

dates without fair date status which, obviously, effect us 9 

and kill us as far as racing dates. 10 

  But I was wondering if there was -- if more races 11 

could be approved after our talk with the people at Golden 12 

Gate?  I don’t know when the meeting, the CHRB meeting is, 13 

the next one, but could -- would we be able to approve more 14 

races, Arab races, without CHRB approval if we could get 15 

races after the Santa Rosa meet dates?  I don’t know if 16 

that’s -- you’d be able to do that. 17 

  But I just want to say one thing, as well, just 18 

for the record, you know, to address these breakdown issues 19 

we keep hearing about through this conversation.  I just 20 

wanted to mention and get on the record that after 30 years 21 

there have been no, and that’s N-O, Arabian breakdowns due 22 

to catastrophic breakdowns.  So I think that says something 23 

about what we’ve done and the quality of racing that we can 24 

bring to the whole racing industry. 25 
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  Thank you very much. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 2 

  Next please. 3 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Lynn Freudenberg. 4 

  MS. FREUDENBERG:  Hey.  Hi there. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 6 

  MS. FREUDENBERG:  Hi there.  I’m just calling in 7 

regards, I really hope you don’t approve the license.  I 8 

think it needs to be addressed, the COVID situation.  You 9 

know, you hear over and over, we are in the midst of a 10 

pandemic. 11 

  Also, too, the deaths that keep happening, 12 

nothing is being done to stop the deaths.  They just  13 

keep -- they’re stacking up on a weekly basis. 14 

  And then fire clearance issue, totally 15 

irresponsible.  And are you willing to take the 16 

consequences of all the deaths that could potentially 17 

happen if that’s not put in place? 18 

  I don’t want to be calling you guys on the phone. 19 

I was really hoping the Board could handle this.  People 20 

are calling because they don’t have any faith in the Board 21 

making the right decisions.  It seems like they want to 22 

have the rich people have the poor people working and 23 

gaining all the prize money from the horses. 24 

  Please don’t approve this license. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 1 

  Next please. 2 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Heather Wilson. 3 

  MS. WILSON:  Yes.  Hello again.  So -- 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 5 

  MS. WILSON:  Yeah.  Hi.  So the horse racing 6 

industry has already demonstrated that it cannot contain 7 

COVID.  And these protocols were so successful that there’s 8 

now outbreaks at Santa Anita and at Del Mar. 9 

  So attempting to act like you don’t want to be a 10 

burden on society because you don’t want paycheck 11 

protection, this is no excuse for knowingly and selfishly 12 

spreading a deadly disease.  The people who are not in 13 

horse racing do not want to become infected and possibly 14 

die from COVID. 15 

  I mean, we have a right to call in and make these 16 

comments.  And you know what?  I am a healthcare 17 

professional.  I have over thirty hears of experience.  I 18 

know more about infectious disease than a lawyer. 19 

  Thank you. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 21 

  Next please. 22 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Martha Sullivan. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Martha, I hope you have something 24 

new to say? 25 
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  MS. SULLIVAN:  Well, the last time, I did have 1 

something new to say and you cut me off.  2 

  So what I have to say now -- 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  That’s (indiscernible). 4 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  -- what I have to say now is to 5 

elaborate on the fact that Santa Anita now has 38 confirmed 6 

positive COVID cases and ten pending confirmation.  Any 7 

information about Santa Anita was withheld until their meet 8 

ended.  So they don’t -- they have a pretty big credibility 9 

gap as far as I’m concerned.  10 

  The Stronach Group, you know, clearly cannot be 11 

trusted with the public health.  So I have a hard time 12 

believing anything that comes out of The Stronach Group’s 13 

mouth.  And I find it really disturbing that the CHRB is 14 

willing to just accept at face value what The Stronach 15 

Group tells the. 16 

  I am glad to hear that they were able to get a 17 

commitment from the City of Berkeley to do a fire clearance 18 

inspection finally.  And maybe that only happened because 19 

they were pressured to do so.  20 

  So be grateful for the people who call in and 21 

make demands.  It makes your job easier. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much, Martha. 23 

  I think that’s the end of the queue; is that 24 

correct? 25 
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  OPERATOR:  No, sir.  We have Nancy Mitchell. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Is that the last one? 2 

  OPERATOR:  One after that. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 4 

  MS. MITCHELL:  Hi.  Good afternoon to the CHRB 5 

Board. 6 

  I know a lot of these comments have already been 7 

made here but I just want to emphasize the fact that, as a 8 

state agency, you guys are under authority to regulate and 9 

help the state oversee so many of these issues that have 10 

been mentioned.  I mean, we’re in the middle of a pandemic, 11 

as you are fully aware, and I understand you are not the 12 

health department.  However, Cal/OSHA, the Alcohol Beverage 13 

Control Board, and every other regulatory state agency is 14 

complying and helping to try to get on top of the COVID 15 

problem. 16 

  Now I know that you guys are obligated to also 17 

have some peace officers in the field.  And to coin an old 18 

phrase, put your money where your mouth is.  Are people out 19 

there at these racetracks from the CHRB?  Are inspections 20 

being done to make sure that there is adequate tests 21 

performed at the backstretch?  From what we know, from what 22 

the CDC has said, this disease is spread by people being in 23 

close quarters.  And, again, I’ve heard several people say 24 

that the racetracks are complying.  But, again, it’s the 25 
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CHRB’s job to just make sure that that is, in fact, what is 1 

going on.  And they need to (indiscernible) and help lead 2 

and help Governor Newsom, as a regulatory Board, to please 3 

try to help solve and deal with this serious problem. 4 

  Thank you. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  Thank you very much. 6 

  Next please. 7 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Amanda Lundberg. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 9 

  MS. LUNDBERG:  Hi.  I’m calling to ask that you 10 

not approve the race meet license due to COVID-19.  All 11 

other nonessential businesses and industries have shut down 12 

out of respect for the public as well. 13 

  And, also, on top of the fact that this industry 14 

abuses and kills horses.  It’s inherent to this industry.  15 

There is no way to avoid it.  As long as you’re racing 16 

these horses, they are going to be killed.  So, please, do 17 

not approve this race meet license.  And just bring an end 18 

to this old industry that just doesn’t need to exist any 19 

longer. 20 

  Thank you. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 22 

  Is that the end of the queue, Operator? 23 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Do I have a motion from 25 
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the Board to approve this license application? 1 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Mr. Chairman, Scott 2 

Chaney.   3 

  Just to kind of clarify in terms, so we know what 4 

you’re voting on, kind of the five issues that I’ve 5 

identified that, I know, that I think the Board should 6 

highlight are the fire clearance and what you expect, the 7 

mandatory payout, the line that I asked the Board to 8 

strike, the CTT agreement, which is going to be the same 9 

problem as Sonoma, I assume, the satellite signal that Mr. 10 

Avioli brought up, and the date for any outstanding items, 11 

you know, one week before the meet starts as a deadline. 12 

  So I just wanted to make sure the Board was 13 

addressing those when you vote with respect to the 14 

application. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well, I think any motion to 16 

approve would include those items.  If necessary, I could 17 

make the motion. 18 

  I move to approve this application with the 19 

stipulation of the items that Mr. Chaney has just mentioned 20 

must be in place.  And that the Berkeley Fire Department 21 

inspection that’s supposed to be done on the 23rd be 22 

completed. 23 

  Do I have a second for that motion? 24 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I second.  Alex Solis. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any discussion by the Board? 1 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Is that enough 2 

clarification for Staff? 3 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Yes, I believe so.  4 

The only clarification I would ask is with respect to the 5 

CTT agreement, there is not one and, I’m guessing, won’t be 6 

one.  So is it the Board’s position, similar to Sonoma, 7 

that they use the agreement from last year?  I guess that 8 

would be the only clarification I would ask -- 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Well -- 10 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  -- or -- 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- that was the intent of the 12 

motion I made on item number eight.  I included this for 13 

both -- 14 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Then -- 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- eight and ten. 16 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  -- okay.  Thank you, 17 

Mr. Chairman.    18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Mr. Gonzales? 19 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Alfieri? 21 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Ms. Mitchell? 23 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Solis? 25 
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  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Castellanos? 2 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro votes yes. 4 

  Before we take up the next item, I’m going to ask 5 

for a five-minute break. 6 

 (Off the record at 12:03 p.m.) 7 

 (On the record at 12:09 p.m.) 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Is everybody back onboard? 9 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Mr. Chairman, Staff is 10 

ready and prepared. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioners present? 12 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos here. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 14 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Here. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 16 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I’m here. 17 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes.  Here. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 19 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Here. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  All right.  Let’s move forward 21 

and move on to item number 11, which is discussion and 22 

action by the Board regarding the proposed amendment to 23 

CHRB Rule 1843.3, Penalties for Medication Violations, and 24 

proposed addition of CHRB Rule 1843.4, Multiple Medication 25 
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Violations, to incorporate penalties for multiple 1 

medication violations. 2 

  Dr. Arthur? 3 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes.  4 

Commissioners, this is Dr. Arthur, Equine Medical Director. 5 

  The multiple medication penalty violations -- or 6 

violation penalties is a concept that was developed by the 7 

Racing Medication Testing Consortium almost half-a-dozen 8 

years ago and has bee implemented in a number of states.  9 

And what it is based on is very similar to a point system 10 

for multiple traffic tickets, for example, whereby when you 11 

get to a particular level, you get an additional penalty on 12 

top of whatever the penalty is for speeding or whatever 13 

else was the problem. 14 

  This has been something that we’ve struggled with 15 

here in California for a long period of time.  But what it 16 

is, is any licensee who have multiple medication penalties, 17 

it’s points for each one of those.  And once they get to a 18 

certain number of points, even if you have -- let’s say 19 

you’re a high bute that would put you over the number of 20 

points, you will get a suspension, as is defined within the 21 

regulation.  It’s really an add-on. 22 

  And what this is really designed to do is to 23 

increase sanctions to, quite frankly, a level that hurts 24 

people who are licensees who have multiple medication 25 
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penalties.  And it’s been used successfully in other 1 

states.  2 

  And, in addition, our current penalty guidelines 3 

only count penalties in California.  What this will do is 4 

if a trainer, and we have a lot of trainers, in fact, that 5 

travel around the country, if a trainer gets violations in 6 

other states and then it’s a penalty in California that 7 

puts him over the limit, those other penalties in those 8 

other states will cause -- will count towards that  9 

ultimate -- or the added sanction from this particular 10 

addition to the penalty guidelines.  What it does is it 11 

recognizes that horse racing is a national sport, as well 12 

as a state-by-state entity. 13 

  So I recommend that we adopt this.  It’s 14 

something that California has been very slow to adopt among 15 

the leading racing states of the country. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Now the point system that we 17 

would use would be standardized throughout the country; 18 

right? 19 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  That’s right.  20 

This is actually an ARCI model rule. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Mr. Chaney, do you have a 22 

comment about this? 23 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  I do not, Mr. 24 

Chairman. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions from the Board? 1 

  Do we have a queue on this? 2 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir.  The first is Martha 3 

Sullivan. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 5 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  This is Martha Sullivan from San 6 

Diego County. 7 

  It’s a welcome relief to see something like this 8 

on the Board’s agenda and it has been long in coming. And I 9 

know it’s going to be another, probably, year before it 10 

goes into effect.  I hope it doesn’t take as long as your 11 

whip rule provisions do but it’s clearly, clearly needed. 12 

  The current system does not penalize trainers and 13 

owners and others sufficiently to offset the benefit of 14 

drugging the horses and they regularly benefit from doing 15 

it.  And whatever penalty they get is pretty -- you know, 16 

very small compared to the financial gains that they reap. 17 

And that’s witnessed by Bob Baffert’s recent suspension 18 

because he still gets to race his horses under a different 19 

trainer’s name.  And they scheduled his suspension the 20 

first two weeks of August, so he gets to, you know, race 21 

all the big races that he wants to reap in July and in 22 

September and October. 23 

  So it’s really a farse at this point.  Ultimately 24 

I don’t think it actually will ever, you know, change the 25 
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essential devastation of this industry.  But it is good to 1 

see you taking, you know, some kind of constructive move 2 

forward. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 4 

  Next please. 5 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Dr. Holly Wilson. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 7 

  DR. WILSON:  Yeah.  Hi.  So I would like to 8 

address this to Dr., quote unquote, “Rick Arthur.”  I have 9 

read your veterinary oath.  I took an oath, just like you 10 

did presumably.  And what you are doing is a violation of 11 

your sworn oath.  I have no idea how you can just sit back 12 

and just argue and talk about, oh, a point system.  There’s 13 

no point system.  (Indiscernible) there’s no point system 14 

in humans.  This makes sense and it’s inappropriate.  And 15 

to drug these animals and to (indiscernible) that are 16 

completely unnatural (indiscernible).  Okay, maybe you 17 

forgot your protocols (indiscernible).   18 

  I’ve been a physician for almost 20 years and I 19 

still remember how Lasix works. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I would remind you -- 21 

  DR. WILSON:  -- (indiscernible). 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- I would remind you -- 23 

  DR. WILSON:  Lasix is a (indiscernible) -- 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- miss, that’s it your -- 25 
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  DR. WILSON:  -- diuretic. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- it’s your right to talk but it 2 

does not -- 3 

  DR. WILSON:  (Indiscernible.) 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- give you the right to slander 5 

anyone. 6 

  Next please. 7 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Dr. Wayne Johnson. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 9 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you very much, Dr. Ferraro. 10 

  Dr. Arthur has said that included in this 11 

proposal is a recognition that horse racing is a “national 12 

sport,” quote unquote.  It’s the only national sport I know 13 

where the participants and the athletes are dying on a 14 

daily basis. 15 

  Thank you. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 17 

  Next please. 18 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Oscar de la Torre. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 20 

  MR. DE LA TORRE:  Yes.  I just want to encourage 21 

the Board to approve this item.  I think it’s important to 22 

show that the accountability will be nationwide, that we’re 23 

looking at how to hold people accountable, and having the 24 

right protocols in place. 25 
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  So I think this is a step in the right direction 1 

and I encourage the Board to approve this. 2 

  Thank you. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 4 

  Next please. 5 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Terri Bingham. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 7 

  MS. BINGHAM:  I, too, agree with everything that 8 

the current speaker said, as well as what Dr. Arthur 9 

presented.  This is a long awaited change and will 10 

important to horse racing and horse racing than any other 11 

measure that we’ve seen for a long time (indiscernible) to 12 

prevent trainers from using corticosteroids in excess 13 

(indiscernible).  I’m glad the Board has had an opportunity 14 

today to put on this very important item and I strongly 15 

encourage you to vote yes on this agenda item. 16 

  Thank you. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 18 

  Next please. 19 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Lynn Freudenberg. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please.  21 

  MS. FREUDENBERG:  Hi there.  Hi there.  I just 22 

want to give my comments in regards to assigning penalties 23 

for trainers that are having horses test positive. 24 

  Dr. Arthur says in his latest report is, 25 
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“What I have reviewed on these cases so far are the 1 

same problems we see everywhere in racing, 2 

questionable training and horses management, and 3 

questionable veterinarian practices.” 4 

  The only way we’re going to stop this is to 5 

really come down on the trainers.  This is a sign, like I 6 

said, it is a positive step forward, but it much -- it 7 

needs to much more heavier.  The fines need to be heavier. 8 

And, also, the horses need to be suspended, you know?  9 

That’s why we all want this racing to shut down.  It’s not 10 

good for the horses.  It’s only about the cash prize at the 11 

end. 12 

  Thank you and please reconsider. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you very much. 14 

  Next please. 15 

  OPERATOR:  No further comments. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Do we have questions or comments 17 

from the Board?  Do I have a motion to approve? 18 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos.  Motion 19 

to approve 11 item. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Chairman seconds. 21 

  Mr. Gonzales? 22 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye.  23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Alfieri? 24 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Ms. Mitchell? 1 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Solis? 3 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Mr. Castellanos? 5 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro, yes. 7 

  We move on to item number 12, discussion and 8 

action by the Board regarding the proposed amendment of 9 

CHRB Rule 1588, Horse Ineligible to Start in a Race, and 10 

proposed addition of CHRB Rule 1866.3, 30-Day Stand Down 11 

for Fetlock Injections, to prohibit the use of 12 

corticosteroid intra-articular joint injection within 13 

thirty days of race day and ten days before a timed 14 

workout. 15 

  Mr. Chaney, do you want to comment on this first? 16 

And then maybe Dr. Arthur has something to say. 17 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Yeah.  I was going to 18 

introduce the item for Staff.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 19 

  Beginning in March 2019, all racing associations 20 

in California have come to the Board seeking approval of 21 

agreements with respect to horsemen’s organizations 22 

involving a mandatory stand down for intra-articular 23 

injections, pursuant to Board Rule 1581. 24 

  Typically, the race day agreements prohibit a 25 
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horse from racing for 14 days if it has received a joint 1 

injection and prohibits a horse from racing for 30 days if 2 

it has received an injection in the fetlock joint.  The 3 

proposed language identified in Board Rule 1588 and 1866.3 4 

are consistent with the race day agreements the Board 5 

approves when considering those race meet applications. 6 

  Specifically, the proposed language would modify 7 

subsection 1588(a)(13) to state that a horse is ineligible 8 

to start in a race if it has received an intra-articular 9 

injection within 14 days prior to scheduled post time for a 10 

race and create a new Rule 1866.3 to establish timelines 11 

for prohibiting horses to race both IA joint injections and 12 

corticosteroid IA join injections into a fetlock joint. 13 

  In addition, it will limit IA injections before a 14 

timed workout.  It will place horses on the vet’s list 15 

after such treatment.  And then create a penalty based on 16 

violation of this rule. 17 

  This is the first time the Board is hearing this 18 

rule and it is presented for the Board’s discussion.  19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  This is a house rule at most of 20 

our racetracks at the moment.  We are making this a CHRB 21 

rule. 22 

  Dr. Arthur, do you have comments? 23 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  No.  I think 24 

we’ve found that this is workable since we’ve instituted 25 
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the 30-day stand down for intra-articular injections with 1 

fetlocks and the 14-day stand down for all intra-articular 2 

injections.  So in that sense, I think it’s better to have 3 

this as a CHRB regulation than a house rule that could be 4 

changed in the future, so I support this regulation. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any comments or questions from 6 

the Board? 7 

  Do we have a queue on this?  I’m sure we do. 8 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir.  First is Bonnie Croker. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead.  Go ahead please. 10 

  MS. CROKER:  Yes.  Good afternoon.  While I’m in 11 

opposition to horse racing entirely, I do appreciate and 12 

commend the CHRB for taking steps to reduce the illnesses, 13 

injuries, and deaths suffered by horses used in the horse 14 

racing industry.  Certainly, no horse suffering from joint 15 

inflammation should be used in the racing arena. 16 

  Please do vote positively to add CHRB Rule 1866.3 17 

to prohibit the use of corticosteroid intra-articular 18 

joints into the fetlock joints within 30 days of race day 19 

and 10 days before completing a timed workout.  This may 20 

help to avoid the masking of an unsound condition which 21 

could lead to catastrophic injury or death. 22 

  Even more important than rule creation, when it 23 

comes to drug use, the CHRB must create serious 24 

consequences for those who do not adhere to the rules.  25 
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Light fines and work suspensions are meaningless.  Even the 1 

loss of racing purses and running positions are not enough 2 

for those with many wins to their credit.  You need to set 3 

absolute boundaries, thresholds, points at which you banish 4 

drug offenders from racing anywhere within your 5 

jurisdiction. 6 

  Typically, people who race for and chase money 7 

don’t unselfishly follow rules because they exist.  They 8 

follow rules because of the consequences that awaken if 9 

they don’t. 10 

  Thank you. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 12 

  Next please. 13 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Heather Hyde. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 15 

  MS. HYDE:  Hello.  Thank you for your time.  And 16 

I just wanted to say that, usually, cortisone injections 17 

for humans are something that people just avoid doing 18 

altogether because there are side effects.  But, also, 19 

these young horses that are racing, you know, between the 20 

ages of two and five, they shouldn’t even be having 21 

arthritis at this point, nor if they have any arthritis 22 

should they ever be racing. 23 

  I am a human athlete.  And I do have arthritis 24 

from all my years of running as well.  But, per my doctor’s 25 
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request, just try to avoid doing anything like that because 1 

it does also cause flare-ups and potential other injuries 2 

and can also eat up your bone. 3 

  So I just hope that you please consider that if 4 

it’s not done to humans as freely and regulated it 5 

shouldn’t be done to these poor animals that have no 6 

choice. 7 

  Thank you. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 9 

  Next please. 10 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Dr. Wayne Johnson. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you.  The previous speakers 13 

have made my point.  I’ll pass. 14 

  Thank you. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 16 

  Next please. 17 

  OPERATOR:  There are no further questions -- or 18 

comments.  Sorry. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Questions or comments from the 20 

Board?  Can I have a motion to approve? 21 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I move to approve.  Alex 22 

Solis. 23 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  And I’ll second it.  24 

Alfieri. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Gonzales? 1 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 3 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 5 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 7 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 9 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Ferraro votes yes. 11 

  Moving on to item 13 please.  Item number 13 is 12 

public hearing and action by the Board regarding the 13 

proposed addition of CHRB Rule 1503.5, Continuing Education 14 

for Trainers and Assistant Trainers, to require continuing 15 

education as a condition of renewal of license for Trainer 16 

or Assistant Trainer. 17 

  Dr. Arthur? 18 

  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  Yes.  This has 19 

been one of my major frustrations as Equine Medical 20 

Director.  I first proposed continuing education for 21 

trainers almost a decade ago.  And, finally, we’re getting 22 

into a position where we can move this forward. 23 

  I think this is a modest proposal.  Twelve hours 24 

of continued education every three years, I think, is a 25 
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minimum.  It was set at 12 hours simply because we need to 1 

develop the infrastructure for these courses and start to 2 

get a concept or a culture of continuing education for 3 

trainers, professionals, training horses as a profession. 4 

They need to -- we’ve let trainers rely on the art of 5 

training.  We need to educate them on the science of 6 

training.  And this will -- it not only gives us the 7 

opportunity to improve horse healthcare and recognition of 8 

the issues in horse safety, but also of the workers and 9 

Workman’s Comp and rules and regulations, pharmacology, 10 

proper use of medications. 11 

  And just for the record, almost all of our 12 

medication violations are administration errors.  They 13 

aren’t people trying to, necessarily, cheat.  They’re 14 

usually people who are -- they had made an administration 15 

error on a medication and didn’t understand the withdrawal 16 

time in the regulation. 17 

  So I encourage this Board to send this forward.  18 

  There was a comment that -- to increase the 19 

number of hours to 16 hours per three years by the TOC.  I 20 

have no problem with that.  It’s just I would hate to see 21 

this delayed any further.  This regulation, it starts on, 22 

for an odd day, on June 1st, 2021 where trainers will have 23 

to have 12 hours of continued education to renew their 24 

license.  And I think 12 hours in the next year is a 25 
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reasonable goal to get this program off the ground and make 1 

sure we can deliver the CE the trainers need. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Amanda, this item has been out.  3 

It was out for the 45 days and if it passes today it goes 4 

on 15-day; is that correct? 5 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  So, no.  So it wouldn’t go -- so, 6 

yes.  If we made changes, then we would have to do a 15-day 7 

notice.  If you approve the language, just how it’s already 8 

been noticed for the 45-day comment period, then it does 9 

not need another notice and it will just be finalized and 10 

submitted to OAL. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  Comments or questions from 12 

the Board Members? 13 

  Do we have a queue on this? 14 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir.  First is Bonnie Croker. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 16 

  MS. CROKER:  Yes.  Thank you.  I was a school 17 

teacher for 30 years.  I could speak at great lengths about 18 

the value of continuing education for professionals. Due to 19 

time constraints, I’ll summarize perhaps the most important 20 

thing I’ve learned about ongoing professional education. 21 

  First, you are not an empath, if you cannot, 22 

literally, feel the joy, fear, pain and suffering of 23 

others, do not work with sentient beings.  Work with 24 

machines that don’t feel.  No amount of strictly task and 25 
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detail-oriented education will prevent a worker from 1 

hurting a sentient being in their care. 2 

  I commend the CHRB for considering the concept of 3 

continuing education for trainers and assistant trainers. I 4 

recommend that you include empathy training in the 5 

curriculum.  Let the horse trainer feel the crack of a whip 6 

on their back.  Have them run around the track in intense 7 

heat.  Confine them in tight spaces.  Make sure they 8 

experience many things that racehorses are forced to 9 

endure. 10 

  We out people who show no empathy for the horses 11 

in their care.  There are too many trainers in your 12 

industry that want to win at any cost and the cost is 13 

always paid by the horses. 14 

  I have to warn you, though, if you stimulate or 15 

create empathy on a wide scale the industry will fade into 16 

the past where it belongs.  Emotionally engaged, 17 

empathetic, enlightened people will not support horse 18 

racing. 19 

  Thank you. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 21 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Alan Balch. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead, Alan. 23 

  MR. BALCH:  Yes.  Yes.  Thank you.  Representing 24 

California Thoroughbred Trainers. 25 
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  I just want to say that we agree with continuing 1 

education.  As Dr. Arthur understands, the California 2 

Thoroughbred Trainers as an organization has embraced the 3 

impetus for continuing education ever since I’ve been in 4 

this job, which is ten years ago. 5 

  All we would like is to make sure that we’ve 6 

involved.  We’ve been involved in the preparation of this. 7 

We’ve had some meetings about it.  We’re happy to have more 8 

of it.  We embrace it.  We’re happy to participate in the 9 

curriculum. 10 

  One of the things that we hear too often from 11 

those who speak up is the trainers, the trainers, the 12 

trainers.  And whether you’re a trainer or a high school 13 

teacher or a lawyer or any other profession, it’s a mistake 14 

to stereotype people.  I think the trainers, as an overall 15 

group, which we represent hundreds of licensees in 16 

California, there’s nothing we want more than a continuing 17 

high standard of education, empathy, and not just the art 18 

of horse training but the science of horse training. 19 

  And so we support this unconditionally and will 20 

continue to be available all the time to help develop and 21 

improve the curriculum and make sure it can be conveyed 22 

practically and meaningfully to the licensees in 23 

California. 24 

  And we want to thank this Board and Dr. Arthur 25 
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for taking these initiatives and putting this forward. 1 

  Thank you. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 3 

  Next please. 4 

  OPERATOR:  Next is from Greg Avioli. 5 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 6 

  MR. AVIOLI:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  7 

  The TOC submitted written on this topic on June 8 

29th.  Just to briefly summarize, we support the initiative 9 

but believe it could be strengthened three ways, to 10 

increase the number of total hours to 16 per year for 11 

trainers and assistant trainers, to require -- a 12 

requirement to verify that not just the trainers but their 13 

staff have also been trained, and lastly, to make sure that 14 

all training materials are bilingual in English and 15 

Spanish. 16 

  Thank you.  17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you.  Thank you.  18 

  Next please. 19 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Heather Hyde. 20 

  MS. HYDE:  Hello and thanks -- 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 22 

  MS. HYDE:  -- thanks again for your time.  And I 23 

just want to address the trainers and the owners, you know, 24 

topic that we’ve talking about now. 25 
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  So in any regards -- it would be great if you 1 

guys just eliminated the whip, eliminated the drugs.  And 2 

if horse racing -- 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You’re getting off the subject 4 

here. 5 

  MS. HYDE:  -- is continued -- 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  We’re talking about continuing 7 

education. 8 

  MS. HYDE:  It’s on the subject.  If -- 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  If you want to continue -- 10 

  MS. HYDE:  Yeah, about education -- 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- confine your comments -- 12 

  MS. HYDE:  -- educating them on -- 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- to continuing education 14 

please. 15 

  MS. HYDE:  Okay.  Educating them not to use the 16 

whip, not to allow whoever is drugging these horses and 17 

injecting them, not to allow them to run.  It’s in the best 18 

interest -- 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You’re repeating yourself. 20 

  MS. HYDE:  -- of the horses. 21 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please, Operator. 22 

  MS. HYDE:  Okay. 23 

  OPERATOR:  Next is -- 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 25 
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  OPERATOR:  -- Oscar de la Torre. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead. 2 

  MR. DE LA TORRE:  Yes.  Just want to thank the 3 

Board for bringing this item forward.  I think all good 4 

change begins with education and awareness.  And 5 

professional development is very important in any industry. 6 

As an educator, I know this to be true.  So I thank you all 7 

very much for doing this, for keeping trainers up to date, 8 

especially with changes, you know, to, you know, COVID-19 9 

and all that.  I’m sure there will be a lot of input in how 10 

the industry trains people to respond and keep everybody 11 

safe. 12 

  So I just want to thank you all and encourage you 13 

for moving this item forward. 14 

  Thank you. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 16 

  OPERATOR:  There are no further comments. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Any questions or comments from 18 

the Board?  19 

  I think it’s a good idea that 16 hours would 20 

probably be beneficial.  But to begin with, to develop the 21 

curriculum, I think 12 hours is probably a good start.  I 22 

do approve, you know, like the concept of bilingual 23 

education.  And I’d like to get this moved forward so we 24 

can get it implemented and get started.  And we can always 25 
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improve and change it as we go forward. 1 

  So I’d make a motion that we adopt this rule.  Do 2 

I have a second? 3 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Second.  Castellanos. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Gonzales? 5 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 7 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 9 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 11 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 12 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 13 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  And, obviously, the Chairman 15 

votes yes. 16 

  Moving on to item 14.  Item 14 is public hearing 17 

and action by the Board regarding the proposed amendment to 18 

CHRB Rule 1845, Authorized Bleeder Medication, to change 19 

the allowable dosage of furosemide that can be administered 20 

from not less than 150 milligrams and not more than 500 21 

milligram to not more than 250 milligrams; and to prohibit 22 

the administration of furosemide in two-year-olds entered 23 

to race.  This concludes the 15-day public comment period. 24 

The Board may adopt the proposal as presented. 25 
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  Amanda? 1 

  MS. DRUMMOND:  Yes.  Good afternoon, 2 

Commissioners.  Amanda Drummond again. 3 

  Agenda item 14 is in regards to the amendment of 4 

Rule 1845, Authorized Bleeder Medication, following 5 

recommendations from OAL.  The amendment to this rule would 6 

set the maximum level for race day Lasix at 250 milligrams 7 

and prohibits Lasix in two-year-olds.  8 

  Following the public hearing at the Board meeting 9 

in March, Staff submitted the final package to OAL and they 10 

had additional amendments.  Specifically, the amendments 11 

clarify that Lasix is prohibited in two-year-olds who are 12 

only entered to race. 13 

  Following recommendations from OAL, this was 14 

submitted for a 15-day notice and it is now being returned 15 

to the Board for a final approval.  Two comments were 16 

received during the comment period and they are attached 17 

for your consideration. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Comments or questions from the 19 

Board? 20 

  Do we have a queue on this? 21 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir.  First is Heather Hyde. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 23 

  MS. HYDE:  Hello.  Hello.  Horses should not be 24 

bleeding to race at 80 percent.  Eighty percent of the 25 
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horses bleed without the use of Lasix, sixty percent of 1 

them with the use of Lasix.  Horses bleeding should not 2 

even be a topic here.  3 

  Like I’ve said before, my dog had to take Lasix, 4 

only it prevented her from dying from her heart disease. 5 

  These horses that are running their hearts out, 6 

this shouldn’t even be a topic.  It’s not a topic in 7 

professional sports, NFL, you know, hockey, basketball.  So 8 

I don’t consider horse racing a sport because these animals 9 

are being drugged unwillingly and run to their deaths. 10 

  So please just let’s consider what is not allowed 11 

to be done in humans should not be done to these animals 12 

for a $1.00 bet. 13 

  Thank you. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 15 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Dr. Holly Wilson. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 17 

  DR. WILSON:  Yes.  Hello.  Good afternoon. 18 

  So this is specifically for Dr., quote unquote, 19 

“Rick Arthur.”  Maybe you forgot basic Pharmacology 101.  20 

As a physician, I routinely give Lasix to my patients in 21 

the emergency department.  The mechanism of action is the 22 

same in humans as it is in your equine subjects.  They’re 23 

not our patients.  I care about my patients.  I want them 24 

to live and do well. 25 
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  At any rate, it is not an anti-bleeding drug, it 1 

is a diuretic, okay?  It works on the loop of Henle.  It 2 

prevents the reabsorption of potassium and other 3 

electrolytes and the water follows.  It is a diuretic, not 4 

an anti-bleeding drug.  And you are sitting here debating 5 

on how much to give and how old can the horse be when I 6 

give it.  What kind of doctor are you?  Okay.  You are Dr. 7 

Death.  You are not a doctor. 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  You don’t have a right to  9 

slander -- 10 

  DR. WILSON:  Shame on you. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  -- anybody here. 12 

  Next please, Operator. 13 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Heather Wilson. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 15 

  MS. WILSON:  Yes.  Hi.  So according to the peer 16 

reviews, the scientific veterinary literature, there is 17 

evidence to support that virtually every single racehorse 18 

is suffering from this human-created condition, exercise 19 

induced pulmonary hemorrhage which is bleeding from the 20 

lungs as a consequence of exertion.  21 

  The issue is not the dose of furosemide or Lasix 22 

or the prohibition of this drug in baby horses.  The issue 23 

is the racing.  24 

  The other thing to consider is that countless 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  141 

thousands of these horses suffer and die as a direct result 1 

of this industry.  They break down.  They take back steps. 2 

They DNF.  They are injured.  They are vanned off or they 3 

are (indiscernible) went wrong.  They are found dead in 4 

their stalls from colic.  They get dumped in claiming 5 

races.  They are confined.  And furosemide has nothing to 6 

do with this. 7 

  So the only way to prevent exercise induced 8 

pulmonary hemorrhage and this litany of other cruelties is 9 

to phase out horse racing and introduce virtual CGI racing. 10 

And for all you people that are whining that we’re not 11 

offering solutions, we have said countless times, virtual 12 

racing is the solution. 13 

  Thank you. 14 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Dr. Wayne Johnson. 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 16 

 Please vote no on this proposal. 17 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Lynn Freudenberg. 18 

  MS. FREUDENBERG:  Hi there.  I recommend a zero 19 

tolerance to any medications given.  There’s no need.  We 20 

all know that drugs are given for enhancement performance 21 

to make the horses run faster against their own will.  22 

Please stand behind zero tolerance.  It’s not fair to the 23 

horses.  24 

  And also, too, you know, they’re dying from this. 25 
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So make it fair to the other competitors, I mean, no drugs 1 

to anybody.  It’s absurd you all give horses drugs to race. 2 

Come off it. 3 

  I mean, really, stand behind your oath, Doctor, 4 

and please stop the drugs.  Not needed. 5 

  Thank you.  6 

  OPERATOR:  Next up is Donald Smith. 7 

  MR. SMITH:  Yes.  I’m a practicing veterinarian. 8 

I’ve been at the racetrack for about 30 years.  I’m just -- 9 

I sent quite a extensive comment in for the Board Members 10 

to read and I hope you’ve had an opportunity to examine 11 

that. 12 

  I’m just questioning why we are going to withhold 13 

Lasix from two-year-olds as opposed to other horses?  Two-14 

year-olds bleed, as I’ve pointed out in the article, just 15 

as other horses do.  And as a veterinarian, I really have 16 

to object strongly to this rule which would, basically, 17 

sanction the bleeding, the IPH, in two-year-old horses and 18 

all the consequent pathology that follows it. 19 

  I’ve been working a long time.  I know that Lasix 20 

works.  I know that it’s very safe.  It’s inexpensive.  21 

It’s reliable.  It’s during of effect is about 45 minutes. 22 

So there’s really no scientific of health reason not to be 23 

using this medication but there are political and economic 24 

and social reasons.  I don’t think they justify it and I 25 
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certainly object to it. 1 

  And if you did read my comments and you have any 2 

questions, you know, concerning that, the Board Members, 3 

I’d certainly be interested in entertaining them now so we 4 

could discuss it a little bit more. 5 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Terri Bingham. 6 

  MS. BINGHAM:  Hi.  I am a trainer and I support 7 

this.  And I would encourage the Board to pass the Lasix 8 

dosage reduction. 9 

  And I would also ask the public forum to please 10 

(indiscernible) and so many slanderous or liablest 11 

(phonetic) comments against Dr. Arthur because he is one of 12 

the finest vets in the world when it comes to 13 

(indiscernible) and helping us with these issues.  And I am 14 

personally appalled by some of the statements made by some 15 

of these callers. 16 

  And thank you, Board, for your time. 17 

  OPERATOR:  There are no further comments at this 18 

time. 19 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Vice Chair? 20 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Operator, was that the 21 

last caller? 22 

  OPERATOR:  We did just have someone else queue 23 

up.   24 

  Dr. Wayne Johnson. 25 
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  MR. MARTEN:  Dr. Johnson.  I think he spoke 1 

earlier already. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  He’s already spoken.  He’s 3 

already spoken. 4 

  Do we have a motion from the Board?  I’ll make a 5 

motion then.  I move to adopt. 6 

  Do I have a second? 7 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  I second.   8 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Second.  Castellanos. 9 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Alex Solis. 10 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  There’s a motion made and 11 

seconded. 12 

  Commissioner Gonzales? 13 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Aye. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 15 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Mitchell? 17 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 19 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes.  20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 21 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes.  22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  And the Chairman votes yes. 23 

  At this time this Board meeting will go into a 24 

closed session.  Do we have Staff comments first? 25 
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  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Yeah.   1 

  MR. MARTEN:  We haven’t had -- 2 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  This is Scott. 3 

  MR. MARTEN:  -- public comments. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Oh. 5 

  EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHANEY:  Yeah.  This is -- 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  We haven’t had public comment, 7 

have we?  8 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yeah. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  I forgot about that.  Okay.  10 

  So we have a 30-minute public comment period.  11 

So, Operator, you can start the queue whenever you want. 12 

  OPERATOR:  Yes, sir.  We have Dr. Wayne Johnson. 13 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 14 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 15 

I wasn’t trying to sneak in there for a second comment on 16 

the previous item.  I was trying to queue up here for the 17 

public comment. 18 

  The fact that you provide public comment may be 19 

(indiscernible) or it may be just an (indiscernible) like 20 

me, maybe just give you little bit (indiscernible) memory 21 

issues. 22 

  But I’d like to ask you, first of all, to 23 

reconsider your 30-minute limit on public comment.  People 24 

all over the state of California, citizens of this state, 25 
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wait hours and hours to make one two-minute comment.  And 1 

it’s unfair, whether they’re for horse racing or against 2 

horse racing, to have a 30-minute limit.  Two-minute limit, 3 

okay.  I wish it were longer.  But in general, people have 4 

something to say here.  And if they have something to say 5 

and it’s passionately felt, please then give us an 6 

opportunity, all of us, to have our two minutes at the end. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 8 

  Next please. 9 

  MR. JOHNSON:  And this -- I wasn’t finished with 10 

my two minutes. 11 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead. 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  This Board had an opportunity to do 13 

something historic last week, to save the lives of horses. 14 

 Casey and the Favorite, the horse that’s named Favorite, 15 

both died.  You had an opportunity to do the right thing. 16 

You had an opportunity to take a stand on behalf of the 17 

horses, to give the horses the benefit of the doubt and, by 18 

a five-to-one vote, you refused to do that. 19 

  Take another look at Los Alamitos and what’s 20 

really going down there.  The blood is on your hands 21 

because two more horses died on your watch when you could 22 

have done something about it. 23 

  Thank you, Dr. Ferraro. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 25 
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  Next please. 1 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Ellen Eriksen. 2 

  MS. ERIKSEN:  Hi.  It’s -- 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 4 

  MS. ERIKSEN:  -- it’s Ellen Eriksen.  Just a 5 

little sidebar. 6 

   I just want to mention that the orcas are 7 

still locked up at SeaWorld.  And they are not whales but 8 

they’re dolphins. 9 

  In regard to horse racing, COVID-19 does not 10 

discriminate, as we all know.  The racetracks are breeding 11 

grounds for disease.  The racetracks are cesspools for 12 

COVID-19.  Everyone that works and lives at any racetracks 13 

are spreaders.  There’s other personnel at the track coming 14 

in constant close contact with nonessential workers.  The 15 

spread rate to the outside community will be high and 16 

dangerous, as we can now see here in Del Mar. 17 

  These racetracks do not deserve special 18 

privileges.  And it is criminal keeping these tracks open 19 

during an uncontrolled pandemic.  Keeping this nonessential 20 

business open is a blatant disrespect for all human life.  21 

There is no way social distancing can occur at any 22 

racetrack. 23 

  Quoted by Josh Rubenstein in BUT (phonetic) these 24 

past few days, “We’re very much locked down.”  Why dispute 25 
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that statement? 1 

  After being at the track on opening day, I was a 2 

witness that this track is not on lockdown.  There were so 3 

many people coming and going to and from the stable gate. 4 

And it was also noted that many backstretch workers were 5 

not wearing masks or social distancing.  The conditions at 6 

Del Mar and the fairgrounds put the population of San Diego 7 

at a greater risk for a larger outbreak of COVID-19 over 8 

the next few months. 9 

  We will continue to urge the Governor and the 10 

Health Department to shut this racetrack down and not 11 

reopen after this weekend. 12 

  And lastly, I want to thank all the activists 13 

that come back every single month and get abused by this 14 

Board that is supposed to be protecting all.  I just thank 15 

them for coming back, speaking up for the animals and the 16 

humans, and being on the right side of history. 17 

  Thank you. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 19 

  Next please. 20 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Joe Kaplan. 21 

  MR. KAPLAN:  Thank you.  22 

  This industry confines, drugs, races, and whips 23 

gentle souls against their will and has the audacity to 24 

call them athletes. 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  149 

  Can you imagine if for every week long Dodgers, 1 

Angels, Giants (indiscernible) or Padres (indiscernible) on 2 

average one player is killed?  Because that’s how often 3 

this Board allows a racehorse to die at California tracks 4 

for a $2.00 bet. 5 

  Just in the past week, Lovely Lilia, Casey, and 6 

Alltime Favorite are all dead.  But a speaker who trains 7 

Arabians just said earlier, “The horses are happy to have 8 

the privilege to race.”  This is nonsense.  It’s like 9 

saying one-year-old pigs are happy to have the privilege to 10 

be slaughtered for bacon. 11 

  Another speaker said racehorses are better cared 12 

for than horses in the wild.  Again, this is nonsense.  13 

Horses in the wild aren’t confined and drugged and whipped 14 

and killed.  They live in their natural herds and run free. 15 

  As I cringe in disgust each time I read, on the 16 

Equibase race charts, of another pulled up or vanned off 17 

horse at a California track, my emotions run from sadness 18 

to anger.  Sharks are circling.  Vultures overhead are 19 

keenly watching.  The media is laser focused.  California 20 

residents have had enough of the exploitation and violence. 21 

 It’s time to send this cruel industry to the trash bin of 22 

history where it rightfully belongs. 23 

  On behalf of all of the horses without a voice, 24 

thank you. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 1 

  Next please. 2 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Heather Wilson. 3 

  MS. WILSON:  Yes.  Hi.  For the last -- 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 5 

  MS. WILSON:  Yes.  Thank you. 6 

  So I’ve been watching the whipping at Los 7 

Alamitos very closely.  And I’ve been in communication with 8 

the Board, in particular, the 300- to 400-yard dashes.  9 

According to your own rules, these horses are not given a, 10 

quote unquote, “chance to respond,” because it is 11 

physically impossible when the animal is being beaten every 12 

second or greater than every second.  These whippings are 13 

identical to what I have personally witnessed at illegal 14 

racetracks that have zero oversight. The whipping that 15 

happens at these renegade racetracks is indistinguishable 16 

from what happens on a CHRB-sanctioned track, so why both 17 

having any oversight at all? 18 

  Your current whipping rules do nothing to protect 19 

the welfare of these animals.  And that violates CHRB Rule 20 

1902.5.  These whips are not for safety but they’re to make 21 

the horses run faster.  The public are seeing right through 22 

this.  23 

  Just from last weekend there were eight horses 24 

alone that were struck 20 or more times for races that 25 
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lasted 15 to 19 seconds. 1 

  Furthermore, how many jockeys are injured or 2 

killed, not every day, like the horses?  The horses are 3 

injured and killed on a daily basis on tracks in this 4 

country.  And in California alone we are losing one to two 5 

horses every single week. 6 

  The safety of the riders who still have a choice 7 

to engage.  Horses slow down when they are hurt and 8 

injured.  Forcing them to run faster could very well be 9 

contributing to their deaths.  It is definitely 10 

contributing to their suffering, especially at Los 11 

Alamitos. 12 

  You must implement this new whipping rule, six 13 

times maximum, and disqualify the jockeys that violate and 14 

show us that you actually care. 15 

  Thank you. 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 17 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Martha Sullivan. 18 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 19 

  MS. SULLIVAN:  Good afternoon Board.  Martha 20 

Sullivan, again, from San Diego.  21 

  I actually want to thank you because you are 22 

helping to expedite the eventual demise of this abusive, 23 

cruel industry by not carrying out the Governor’s COVID 24 

orders and policy, like the Alcoholic Beverage Control 25 
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Board, like Cal/OSHA, like other regulatory agencies.  1 

They’re using their chief officers’ powers and 2 

investigators to go out to the industries they regulate and 3 

ensure that the Governor’s orders are being carried out. 4 

  So just keep ignoring that because that’s going 5 

to help, you know, send this industry where it belongs, 6 

which is dead.  I’d rather kill racing and not horses. 7 

  OPERATOR:  Next up is -- 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 9 

  Next please. 10 

  OPERATOR:  -- Heather Hyde. 11 

  MS. HYDE:  Hello.  Morning workouts, trainings, 12 

stall time, race death all equal the holocaust and the 13 

death to the horses.  If any violations and misconducts are 14 

done towards these horses, I feel that it is their right to 15 

have the jockeys, the owners, the trainers be stripped of 16 

their winnings and not allowed to be racing at any track at 17 

all.  But, instead, they are awarded and the cost is the 18 

lives of these animals which nobody seems to have any 19 

remorse for. 20 

  You need to do your -- CHRB, you need to do your 21 

obligated duty to do something for a change.  Do not allow 22 

anybody to beat or drug these horses to death.  We’ve said 23 

over and over that the same things just continually to 24 

happen. 25 
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  I will quote the Beatles song, “Ob la di, ob-la-1 

da, life goes on, bra, la-la, la-la, la-la, life goes on.” 2 

That’s apparent that’s what’s happening here. 3 

  And I wanted to refer to Becky Fitzgerald, the 4 

vet from the last call last week.  I wasn’t able to give a 5 

comment.  You know, it’s unfeasible that she could say that 6 

she’s overwhelmed with the amount of work that she has to 7 

do, yet she insists that she doesn’t need any help as a vet 8 

on the track of Los Alamitos.  She says that horses are not 9 

minding their manners.  I’m so like confused.  Since when 10 

does a horse need to mind their manners?  And is there 11 

proper horse etiquette that I’m missing out on?  I just 12 

don’t really understand.  I just, I truly don’t understand.  13 

  The CHRB is very corrupt, you know?  And I’m sick 14 

and tired of these road apples and horse turds that are 15 

being flung at the faces of the people that care about the 16 

actual horses.  Because I don’t know how many times we can 17 

reiterate the same things.  And we will continue to, we 18 

will continue to give our public comment.  It is our right 19 

because, obviously, the horses cannot speak for themselves. 20 

They do not, literally, have a voice. 21 

  So, please, I just ask you not to allow the 22 

deaths to be happening on the death track.  And as we know 23 

that a coronavirus outbreak has started to happen on the 24 

Del Mar track, is there actually testing being done?  25 
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Because these same people that are going about all these 1 

tracks, Golden Gate, Del Mar, Santa Anita, I live in those 2 

areas.  I do travel to those areas.  I live in Southern 3 

California and in Northern California.  And my family, my 4 

friends are in the same communities, the same areas as 5 

these tracks. 6 

  So I hope that you are conscious, cautious, and 7 

think about these things at night because you are 8 

responsible.  You are just as responsible for all the 9 

citizens in California as you are the horses in California. 10 

  So I just ask that you please consider, also, 11 

what is done to these poor animals, is it also done to 12 

human athletes?  No. 13 

  Thank you very much. 14 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 15 

  Next please. 16 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Oscar de la Torre. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 18 

  MR. DE LA TORRE:  Yes.  First of all, I just want 19 

to acknowledge that the CHRB, today, is doing exactly what 20 

they’re supposed to be doing and holding, you know, people 21 

accountable, passing policies that’s going to protect 22 

horses, and so that’s really important and commendable and 23 

we acknowledge that. 24 

  You know, these are unprecedented times.  Never 25 
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in the history of horse racing have we seen the level of 1 

concern and responsiveness to keeping both horses and 2 

humans safe. 3 

  You know, when -- the policies that are being 4 

implemented to safeguard employees from COVID-19 have been 5 

vetted through the Los Angeles County Public Health 6 

Department and Santa Anita, and also the San Diego County 7 

Department of Public Health.  This is not something that 8 

the racetrack operators are doing in isolation.  They’re 9 

working closely with the public health experts.  And we 10 

feel very confident that the plans that they’ve implemented 11 

are working and are keeping workers safe. 12 

  Furthermore, it is heartless to advocate for a 13 

prohibition on horse racing while workers grapple with the 14 

reality of COVID-19 pandemic and the growing homelessness 15 

crisis looming throughout the state of California.  This 16 

contradiction is felt by workers in horse racing. 17 

  On opening day at Del Mar, one worker who was 18 

demonstrating to protect his job at the racetrack commented 19 

on Mrs. Sullivan’s group.  And he said, “These protestors 20 

care more about the horses than those of us who take care 21 

of the horses.” 22 

  Recently, I was encouraged by an opinion piece of 23 

a leader in the environmentalist movement because the 24 

author acknowledged the internal systemic racism in the 25 
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environmentalist movement.  It is time for animal rights 1 

groups to look internally and assess their own implicit 2 

bias and internal racism.  When protestors associated with 3 

Ms. Sullivan unabashedly tell Latino backstretch workers, 4 

suspending their livelihood, to go back to your taco truck, 5 

and you all sound like uneducated monkeys.  It shows that 6 

it would be more worthwhile for Ms. Sullivan to engage in 7 

introspection and reflection on the racism within.  8 

  When associates of Ms. Sullivan pull a Karen 9 

(phonetic) and call police on peaceful protestors with the 10 

intent to get them arrested by alleging that they are 11 

threatening to infect us with COVID while they are 12 

protesting, calling for an end to horse racing and their 13 

jobs, it is time for Ms. Sullivan to address the prejudice 14 

within her own group. 15 

  When PETA compares horse racing to slavery, while 16 

failing to diversify staff, and stay silent on the human 17 

social conditions leading to preventable deaths in the 18 

Black community, it’s time for the animal rights advocates 19 

to look in the mirror and address the racism within their 20 

own group. 21 

  I’m tired of hearing, you know, the allegations 22 

about, oh, these workers are infected with COVID when we 23 

know that the infection rate is less in the racetrack.  It 24 

is being monitored.  It is being dealt with.  People are 25 
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being tested.  People are getting the medical attention.  1 

And live horse racing provides the security for thousands 2 

of workers, businesses, and their families.  These workers 3 

are better working at the racetrack and healthier than the 4 

workers that are outside flipping burgers out in the 5 

community.  And we should all understand -- 6 

  MR. MARTEN:  That’s close to five minutes -- 7 

  MR. DE LA TORRE:  -- (indiscernible). 8 

  MR. MARTEN:  -- on this speaker. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thanks.  Your time’s up.  Thank 10 

you. 11 

  Next please. 12 

  OPERATOR:  Our next comment comes from Liz 13 

Jacobelly. 14 

  MS. JACOBELLY:  Hi.  Can you hear me?  Hi.  Can 15 

you hear me? 16 

  OPERATOR:  Yes.  Go ahead. 17 

  MS. JACOBELLY:  Oh, sorry.  Okay.  18 

  Baffert suspended in Arkansas. 19 

“California will honor the suspension but the 20 

California Horse Racing Board will still allow his 21 

horses to race under an assistant’s name.” 22 

  This is from Sports Wire, the Associated Press, 23 

“Baffert suspended after two horse race [sic] tests 24 

positive for drugs.  Two-time Triple Crown winning 25 
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Trainer Bob Baffert was suspended for 15 days by the 1 

Arkansas Racing Commission and two of his horses were 2 

disqualified after testing positive for a banned 3 

substance.  The Commission said in a ruling that the 4 

suspension will run from August 1st to 15th.  The 5 

Oakland Park stewards found Baffert violated Rule 6 

1233, which states that the trainer shall ultimately 7 

be responsible for the condition of any horse that is 8 

injured regardless of the act. 9 

“Zolacaine (phonetic), a widely used anesthetic in 10 

racing is considered a Class II drug by the 11 

Association of Racing Commissioners International.  If 12 

used, it carries a penalty of 15- to 60-day suspension 13 

and a fine of $500 to $1,000 for the first offense.  14 

The drug use is regulated because it can act as a 15 

masking agent. 16 

“(Indiscernible) tested positive after winning a split 17 

division of the Arkansas Derby.  The three-year-old 18 

colt has been sidelined by a major ankle issue that 19 

forced him to miss the Belmont Stakes June 20th and 20 

will keep him out of Kentucky Derby September 6th.” 21 

  Also, I’d like to just say the California Horse 22 

Racing Board needs to follow it’s own Rule 1902.5, Animal 23 

Welfare, 24 

“No person under the jurisdiction of the Board shall 25 
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alone or in concert with another person permit or 1 

cause an animal under his control or care to  2 

suffer” -- 3 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  And the two minutes is up. 4 

  MS. JACOBELLY:  -- “(indiscernible) mistreatment 5 

and neglect.” 6 

  Thank you. 7 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 8 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Terri Bingham. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 10 

  MS. BINGHAM:  Mr. Chairman and Commissioners, the 11 

prior caller mischaracterized COVID (indiscernible).  That 12 

issue was the fairs at Golden Gate, the meet be 13 

(indiscernible) there.  And before that agenda item, I 14 

commented that (indiscernible) and I asked them 15 

(indiscernible) so far?  And (indiscernible) to me that 16 

there were no injuries, there were no deaths, and that they 17 

were (indiscernible) conversations that they had with 18 

trainers, not horses (indiscernible).  (Indiscernible) race 19 

horses (indiscernible).  I can tell you (indiscernible).  20 

They are trained to race.  When they are done to race they 21 

retrain them either as (indiscernible). When they are 22 

finished competing (indiscernible). 23 

  Thank you to this Board (indiscernible). 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Time is up. 25 
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  Next please. 1 

  OPERATOR:  Next we have Olivia Sedano. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 3 

  MS. SEDANO:  Hello.  It’s Elvia Sedano. 4 

  The CHRB is aware of the state of emergency and 5 

continues to allow racing.  The backstretch workers and 6 

jockeys are catching COVID-19 and, most likely, spreading 7 

it out to the community.  And it speaks volumes that 8 

people’s health does not matter here, or horses health 9 

either. 10 

  Horses should not be drugged, to begin with, for 11 

this industry.  You all know horses are drugged because the 12 

industry is hurting them as a result of being bred for this 13 

racing industry. 14 

  Someone spoke on improving the curriculum.  How 15 

is the curriculum going to be improved if this industry has 16 

had 87 years already?  This is way too long.  I wish these 17 

horses would stop being hurt and killed to this industry.  18 

  And I want to remember Mongolian Groom.  During 19 

the Breeders’ Cup there were 30 vets assigned to oversee 20 

the horses.  And Mongolian Groom displayed the injury to 21 

his back leg and, yet, was allowed to race.  And it 22 

resulted in Mongolian Groom’s death.  Why haven’t these 23 

horses been protected in all of these years?  Thank you. 24 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 25 
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  OPERATOR:  Next we have Janine Sahadi. 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please.  2 

  MS. SAHADI:  Hi there.  A couple of things. 3 

  First and foremost, I am in favor of the 4 

continuing education and the fine system, although I think 5 

that we should apply any sort of education to most of the 6 

callers that have called in today.  Continuing doesn’t even 7 

apply.  The ignorance is astounding. 8 

  And I also recommend that we apply a fine system 9 

every time an insult or a slanderous comment is hurled at 10 

anybody in the industry and, namely, the California Horse 11 

Racing Board Members.  I personally find it offensive and 12 

don’t deem it to be appropriate, so there you have it.  I 13 

think we need a fine system for most of our callers. 14 

  Thank you. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 16 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Amanda Lundberg. 17 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 18 

  MS. LUNDBERG:  It is obvious that the racing 19 

industry has no regard for the natural desires and lives of 20 

horses with the excessive whipping, confinement, drugs, 21 

slaughter, and killing of them on and off the track.  But 22 

now it is also clear that the racing industry has no 23 

respect for the lives of humans either.  Anything for 24 

money; right?  25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  162 

  I’m going to tell you this because it seems that 1 

you’re not aware, but we are currently in a worldwide 2 

pandemic.  And not only is it not getting better but it’s 3 

getting worse.  People are literally dying and the racing 4 

industry is conducting business as usual. 5 

  We have been telling you for months now that the 6 

California tracks, which you oversee, will become a 7 

breeding ground for COVID.  And now that that is happening 8 

you are putting more and more of the public and yourselves 9 

in danger by continuing business as usual. 10 

  Please, for the safety of us all, do what all 11 

other nonessential businesses and industries have done and 12 

stop going on as if we’re not in a pandemic.  And stop 13 

killing horses. 14 

  Thank you. 15 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 16 

  Next please. 17 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Lynn Freudenberg. 18 

  MS. FREUDENBERG:  Hi there. 19 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 20 

  MS. FREUDENBERG:  Okay.  I’m going to keep -- hi. 21 

Thank you so much for taking my call. 22 

   I just want to really -- want to keep this 23 

short and just kind of reiterate what everybody’s been 24 

saying, please stop the killing of horses.  If the horses 25 
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don’t die the activists will not be on this phone call 1 

making your meetings go way longer than you would like.  2 

They’re drugged, they’re whipped to exhaustion, and they’re 3 

dying, so please stop this. 4 

  Secondly is the COVID.  Please respect the 5 

practice of the COVID.  This includes your staff and the 6 

general public.  It’s spreading like wildfire.  And, you 7 

know, this is a nonessential business.  Once it’s over, we 8 

could regain a sense of normalcy. 9 

  And as far as the backstretch workers go, when 10 

they’re involved in a horse’s death, they need to be 11 

investigated.  I’m a nurse at a hospital.  If my patients 12 

start to die, believe me, the State Board of Nursing will 13 

be investigating me and putting me on restrictions. 14 

  So as far as the educational goes, I’m very happy 15 

that the staff will be getting training.  Hopefully this 16 

will shine a light on unsafe practices.  17 

  And I’m for the -- since horse racing reform is 18 

not possible and nobody wants to listen, I could only hope 19 

that it comes to an end to stop this foul blood sport.  No 20 

horse deserves to die. 21 

  Thank you. 22 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Thank you. 23 

  Next please. 24 

  OPERATOR:  Next is Ellen Eriksen. 25 
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  MS. ERIKSEN:  Good -- 1 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please. 2 

  MS. ERIKSEN:  Hello.  Yes.  I have a rebuttal for 3 

Oscar de la Torre, who organized the protest on Friday at 4 

the racetrack. 5 

  Number one, we are protesting horse racing.  And 6 

we are also protesting the exploitation of the backstretch 7 

workers that are being exposed to COVID-19, that are not 8 

getting trained in hygienics and universal precautions at 9 

this racetrack.  None of us are racist.  None of us are 10 

against these workers.  We are making a statement at this 11 

Board meeting today for them also.  And to say anything 12 

else, Mr. de la Torre, who, by the way, had to be reminded 13 

to put on a mask because you forgot it, and you did not 14 

social distance your workers at the protest, that’s why 15 

we’re there. 16 

  And one other thing I’d like to say, yes, I did 17 

call 911 because I was threatened and I was not safe by 18 

trainer that was at the track, that came out and started 19 

harassing me.  So I take full credit for calling the police 20 

because I was not safe.  So please get your information 21 

straight when you go on record and don’t misquote anyone at 22 

any of these protests.  They are not racist activists.  23 

They are for humans and we are for animals. 24 

  Thank you. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 1 

  OPERATOR:  Our next comment, there is no name 2 

provided but your line is live. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead please.  Go ahead? 4 

  DR. WILSON:  Hello? 5 

  OPERATOR:  Yes. 6 

  DR. WILSON:  Can you hear me? 7 

  OPERATOR:  Go ahead. 8 

  DR. WILSON:  Oh, wonderful. 9 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Yes. 10 

  DR. WILSON:  Okay.  Yeah.  Holly Wilson again, 11 

Dr. Wilson.  I guess my name wasn’t recorded. 12 

  This comment is for Mr. Oscar de la Torre.  If 13 

the backstretch workers are better than the average 14 

citizen, quote unquote, “flipping burgers,” I would like to 15 

ask you to specifically delineate what you mean.  Are you 16 

suggesting that the backstretch workers now suddenly have 17 

healthcare insurance provided by this billion-dollar 18 

industry? 19 

  MR. MARTEN:  I would like to point out that 20 

Heather Wilson had two minutes earlier on this item. 21 

  DR. WILSON:  This is not Heather.  This is not 22 

Heather Wilson.  This is Holly Wilson, Heather’s twin.  We 23 

sound identical because we are identical. 24 

  May I proceed? 25 
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  EQUINE MEDICAL DIRECTOR ARTHUR:  I don’t believe 1 

it. 2 

  DR. WILSON:  Yeah, believe it. 3 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead. 4 

  DR. WILSON:  You can Google me.  You can believe 5 

it. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead.  Go ahead. 7 

  DR. WILSON:  May I continue with my comment? 8 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Go ahead. 9 

  DR. WILSON:  Thank you very much. 10 

  So are you suggesting that the backstretch 11 

workers now suddenly have healthcare insurance provided by 12 

this billion-dollar industry?  You stated that these 13 

workers and their families are protected and cared for.  14 

This is your language, doctor -- Mr. de la Torre.  The 15 

truth is that they are not.  And they are -- and their 16 

living conditions are the perfect breeding ground for 17 

airborne illness. 18 

  This industry loves to state that these 19 

individuals live in a, quote unquote, “closed community,” 20 

which they do not.  Horses and animals are coming and going 21 

from these racetracks and the COVID follows, okay?  Read 22 

any news article, look at the data, this is not something 23 

I’m making up. 24 

  It is abundantly clear that your sole motivation 25 
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is profit no matter what the cost, be it animal or human.  1 

  Thank you. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Next please. 3 

  OPERATOR:  No more comments in the queue. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Okay.  That will bring a close to 5 

the public comment period. 6 

  This Board will now go into closed session.  We 7 

will, at the end of our closed session period, we’ll go 8 

back online on our Horse Racing Board webcast to adjourn 9 

the meeting.  So we will adjourn this part of the meeting 10 

now on this call-in line and go into closed session and 11 

reopen on a webcast line to conclude the meeting after our 12 

closed session. 13 

  Thank you all and good day. 14 

 (Off the record at 1:18 p.m.) 15 

 (On the record at 3:03 p.m.) 16 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Can I have a motion from the 17 

Board for adjournment please? 18 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Castellanos.  Motion. 19 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Second.  Alfieri. 20 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Alfieri seconds. 21 

  Commissioner Mitchell? 22 

  COMMISSIONER MITCHELL:  Yes. 23 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Solis? 24 

  COMMISSIONER SOLIS:  Yes. 25 
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  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Alfieri? 1 

  COMMISSIONER ALFIERI:  Yes. 2 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Gonzales? 3 

  VICE CHAIR GONZALES:  Yes. 4 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Commissioner Castellanos? 5 

  COMMISSIONER CASTELLANOS:  Yes. 6 

  CHAIR FERRARO:  Chairman Ferraro, yes.  7 

  The meeting is hereby adjourned. 8 

(The teleconference emergency meeting of the 9 

California Horse Racing Board 10 

adjourned at 3:04 p.m.) 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  169 

  

 CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER 
 

    I do hereby certify that the testimony  

   in the foregoing hearing was taken at the  

   time and place therein stated; that the  

   testimony of said witnesses were transcribed 

   by me, a certified transcriber and a   

   disinterested person, and was under my   

   supervision thereafter transcribed into  

   typewriting. 

                      And I further certify that I am not  

   of counsel or attorney for either or any of  

   the parties to said hearing nor in any way  

   interested in the outcome of the cause named  

   in said caption. 

    I certify that the foregoing is a  

   correct transcript, to the best of my  

   ability, from the electronic sound recording  

   of the proceedings in the above-entitled  

   matter. 

 

       July 27, 2020 
   MARTHA L. NELSON, CERT**367 

 
 



 

  
 

California Reporting, LLC 
(510) 313-0610 

 
  
 

  170 

 
 
 

 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

 
  I do hereby certify that the 

testimony in the foregoing hearing was taken at 

the time and  place therein stated; that the 

testimony of said witnesses were reported by me, 

a certified electronic court reporter and a 

disinterested person, and was under my 

supervision thereafter transcribed into 

typewriting. 

 

And I further certify that I am not of 

counsel or attorney for either or any of the 

parties to said hearing nor in any way interested 

in the outcome of the cause named in said 

caption. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this 27th day of July, 2020. 

               
      MARTHA L. NELSON, CERT**367 

        

 


	ALSO PRESENT
	ALSO PRESENT
	Aiden Butler, Golden Gate Fields

