
STATE OF CALIFORNIA EDMUND G. BROWN JR., GOVERNOR 

CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
1010 HURLEY WAY, SUITE 300 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95825 
(916) 263-6000 
FAX (916) 263-6042 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RACE DATES 
AD HOC COMMITTEE MEETING 

of the California Horse Racing Board will be held on Wednesday, April 15, 2015, 
commencing at 1:30 p.m., at the Bayview Lounge (Turf Club) at Golden Gate Fields, 1100 
Eastshore Hwy, Berkeley, California. Non-committee Board members attending the committee 
meeting may not participate in the public discussion, official committee vote, or committee 
closed session. 

AGENDA 

Agenda Items 

1. Discussion and action regarding preliminary discussions concerning the allocation of 
the Northern California 2016 racing calendar and related issues for 2016. 

2. Discussion and action regarding the proposed adjustment of the 2015 Northern 
California racing calendar to modify the allocated Fresno October 1, 2015 starting 
date to October 8, 2015. 

Additional information regarding this meeting may be obtained from Mike Marten at the CHRB 
Office at Los Alamitos Race Course, 4961 E. Katella Avenue, Los Alamitos, CA, 90720; 
telephone (714) 820-2748; cell (714) 240-1870; fax (714) 821-6232. A copy of this notice can 
be located on the CHRB website at www.chrb.ca.gov. *Information for requesting disability 
related accommodation for persons with a disability who requires aids or services in order to 
participate in this public meeting, should contact Mike Marten. 

Northern California Race Dates 
Ad Hoc Committee Meeting 

Commissioner Steve Beneto, Chairman 
Commissioner Jesse H. Choper, Member 

Rick Baedeker, Executive Director 
Jacqueline Wagner, Assistant Executive Director 



STAFF ANALYSIS 

Nor CA Race Dates 
Item 1 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION REGARDING PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING 
. THE ALLOCATION OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 2016 RACING CALENDAR AND 

RELATED ISSUES FOR 2016 

BACKGROUND 

Northern California Race Dates Ad Hoc Committee Meeting 
April15, 2015 

In anticipation of the 2016 allocation of race dates staff requested that the Northern California 
thoroughbred and fair industry stakeholders, submit proposed calendars identifying dates of 
interest for 2016. Attached you will find the 2016 proposed industry calendars. 

Business and Professions Code section 19530 provides the Board the authority to allocate racing 
weeks to an applicant pursuant to the provisions of the horse racing law and to specify such 
racing days, dates, and hours for horse racing meetings as will be in the public interest, and will 
subserve the purposes of the law. Business and Professions Code section 19531 states the Board 
shall make allocations for racing weeks, including simultaneous racing between zones as it 
deems appropriate. The maximum number of racing weeks that may be allocated for horse racing 
other than at fairs, shall be as follows: (a) For thoroughbred racing: 44 weeks per year in the 
northern zone: 42 weeks per year in the central zone; and seven weeks per· year in the southern 
zone. (b) For harness racing: 25 weeks per year in the northern zone. (c) For quarter horse 
racing: 25 weeks per year in the norihern zone. (d) For harness racing and quarter horse racing: a 
total of 77 weeks per year in the combined central and southern zones. Business and Professions 
Code section 19532(a) specifies any association licensed to conduct thoroughbred racing in the 
no1ihern zone may receive no more than 35 weeks ofthat racing. (b) Any association licensed to 
conduct thoroughbred racing in the central zone may receive no more than 17 weeks of that 
racing, except that any association which conducts a split meeting may receive up to 20 weeks of 
that racing. No more than one such split meeting may be licensed in any one year. Business and 
Professions Code section 19549 provides the maximum number of racing weeks that may be 
allocated to a fair shall be four weeks each, except under specified conditions. 

Board Rule 1430, Allocation of Racing Weeks and Dates, states the Board shall allocate racing 
weeks and dates for the conduct of horse racing in this State for such time periods and at such 
racing facilities as the Board determines will best subserve the purposes of the Horse ·Racing 
L;:tw and which will be in the best interests of the people of California in accord with the intent 
of the Horse Racing Law. 

RECOMMENDATION 

This item is presented to the Board for discussion and action. 
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April2( 2015 

1776 Tribute Road, Suite 205 
Sacramento, CA 95815 

Office: 916.927.7223 Fax: 916.263-3341 
www .calfairs.com 

California Horse Racing Board 
Attn: Ms. Jaqueline Wagner 
1010 Hurley Way 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

Dear Jackie, 

As requested by Board staff, the California Authority of Racing Fairs (CARF) 
respectfully submits the following preliminary information regarding proposals for 
racing dates at Northern California Fairs in 2016. 

The CARF Racing Committee and Board of Directors will be meeting on April 7 to 
discuss a CARF position on the 2016 racing calendar. At this time, CARF is in the 
process of gathering information on prospective racing dates proposed by individual 
member Fairs. 

The CARF proposal for Fair dates will relate to Northern California racing 
specifically during the calendar period from June 20, 2016 through October 16, 2016. 

Racing dates for the following CARF member Fairs will be addressed in the CARF 
proposal. 

• Alameda County Fair (Pleasanton) 
• California State Fair (Sacramento) 
• Humboldt County Fair (Ferndale) 
• San Joaquin County Fair (Stockton) 
• Fresno District Fair (Fresno) 

CA L I FOR N I A AU T H OR I TY OF RAC IN G FA I RS 
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Page2 
CARF letter to CHRB 
April2, 2015 

CARF will be working to develop a comprehensive proposal for the 2016 racing 
calendar which will include specific dates' information for each member Fair listed 
above. Please note that individual Fairs may also submit calendar proposals to the 
Board under separate cover. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Is/ 

Christopher Korby · 
Executive Director 

Cc: CARF Racing Fair CEO's 
CHRB Executive Director 
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Apri l 1, 2015 

California Horse Racing Board 
Attn: Jacqueline Wagner 

1010 Hurley Way 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

Honorable Board Members, 

In response to the Board's request for future racing dates, the Sonoma County Fair 
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July 20th- August 7th, 2016 

This schedule would be for a Thursday- Sunday racing program with non-race days on 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. 

Sincerely, 

~")~~ 
Tawny Tesconi 

Fair M anager Advisor 

1350 Bennett Valley Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
p: (707) 545-4200 . f: (707) 573-9342 

sonomacountyfair .com 
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From: Jeanne Wasserma.L · 
Date: Aprill, 2015 at 6:04:50 PM PDT 
To: "Wagner, Jacque 
Cc: Jerome Hoban 

Korby · .· 
Swartslander · 
Subject: 2016 Fair Dates 

Jackie, 

Randy Magee . Christopher 
, Larry 

Jerome is out of town, however I have been in contact with him. On behalf of Jerome, CEO of the 
Alameda County Fair, I am letting the CHRB know that the 2016 Alameda County Fair dates' are"-JUi"le 22 

· · thoughJ:uly 10, 2016. We will want the Oak Tree at Pleasanton race dates to run simultaneously with 
our fair. 

Regards, 
Jeanne 

Jeanne Wasserman 

Director of Racing 

4501 Pleasanton Ave. 

Pleasanton, CA 94566 

Direct: 925-426-7620 

Mobile: 925-567-6045 

Fax: 925-426-7621 

1 
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STAFF ANALYSIS 

Nor CA Race Dates 
Item 2 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION REGARDING THE PROPOSED ADJUSTMENT OF THE 2015 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RACING CALENDAR 

ISSUE 

TO MODIFY THE ALLOCATED FRESNO OCTOBER 1, 2015 
STARTING DATE TO OCTOBER 8, 2015 

Northern California Race Dates Ad Hoc Committee 
April1 5, 2015 

California Authority of Racing Fairs (CARF) is requesting an adjustmentto the 2015 race dates 
allocated to the Fresno Fair (Fresno): The Board allocated Fresno race dates of October 1, 2015 
tlu·ough October 12, 2015. CARF is requesting the Board modify the starting date for the Fresno 
race meeting from October 1, 2015 to October 7, 2015. CARF has shared that Fresno's live 
horse racing would begin October 8, 2015. 

ANALYSIS 

CARF has provided that in order for horse racing to run concurrently with the Fresno Fair, the 
race dates would need to be modified. CARF has additionally provided .... "the dates presently 
shown in the calendar for Fresno Fair would require it to conduct racing without Fair activities, 
a scenario which would hurt the Fair and its racing meeting. 

A change to the October calendar would involve a change in Golden Gate Fields schedule. 
Consequently, we've met several times with principals at GGF and Santa Anita and with 
representatives of the Thoroughbred Owners of California (JOC) to discuss this matter. We want 
the Board to know that CARF and the Fresno Fair are working with other affected parties and 
making every effort to find a mutually agreeable solution to this matter. 

If the Fresno start date is not revised to October 7, the initial purse and stakes schedule we have 
proposed for Fresno Fair may need to be revised. If this were to occur, it could also affect purses 
and stakes at other Fairs. " 

BACKGROUND 

Business and Professions Code section 19530 provides the Board the authority to allocate racing 
weeks to an applicant pursuant to the provisions of the horse racing law and to specify such 
racing days, dates, and hours for horse racing meetings as will be in the public interest, and will 
subserve the purposes of the law. Business and Professions Code section 19531 states the Board 
shall make allocations for racing weeks, including simultaneous racing between zones as it 
deems appropriate. The maximum number of racing weeks that may be allocated for horse racing 
other than at fairs, shall be as follows: (a) For thoroughbred racing: 44 weeks per year in the 
nmihern zone: 42 weeks per year in the central zone; and seven weeks per year in the southem 
zone. (b) For harness racing: 25 weeks per year in the nmihem zone. (c) For quarter horse 
racing: 25 weeks per year in the no1ihern zone. (d) For harness racing and quarter horse racing: a 
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total of 77 weeks per year in the combined central and southern zones. Business and Professions 
Code section 19532(a) specifies any association licensed to conduct thoroughbred racing in the 
northern zone may receive no more than 35 weeks of that racing. (b) Any association licensed to 
conduct thoroughbred racing in the central zone may receive no more than 17 weeks of that 
racing, except that any association which conducts a split meeting may receive up to 20 weeks of 
that racing. No more than one such split meeting may be licensed in any one year. Business and 
Professions Code section 19549 provides the maximum number of racing weeks that may be 
allocated to a fair shall be fom·weeks each, except under specified conditions. 

Board Rule 1430, Allocation of Racing Weeks and Dates, states the Board shall allocate racing 
weeks and dates for the conduct of horse racing in this State for such time periods and at such 
racing facilities as the Board determines will best subserve the purposes of the Horse Racing 
Law and which will be in the best interests of the people of California in accord with the intent 
of the Horse Racing Law. 

RECOMMENDATION 

This item is presented for Committee discussion and action 
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· March 6, 2015 

1776 Tribute Road, Suite 205 
Sacramento, CA 95815 

Office: 916.927·7<iJ Fax: 916.2.63·3341 
www .calfairs.com 

Mr. Rick Baedeker, Executive Director 
California Horse RaCing Board 
1010 Hurley Way 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

Dear Rick, 

We respectfully request that a matter be placed on the Board agenda for the 
meeting of March 19. We·respectfu11y request that the Board approve certain 
adjustments to the October dates shown in.2015 racing calendar for Northern 
California. 

The present calendar shows a starting date of October 1, 2015, for this year's 
Fresno Fair meeting. This year the Fresno Fair actually opens on October 7, 

2015. In order for horse racing to nm concurrently with the two weeks of the 
Fair in Fresno, racing would need to begin on Oct 7. 

CARF and the Fresno Fair respectfully request that.the Board approve a revised 
·start date of October 7, 2015 for this year's Fresno Fair meeting. 

The dates presently shown in the calendar for Fresno Fair would require it to 
conduct racing without Fair activities, a ·scenario which would hurt the Fair and 
its racing meeting. 

A change to the October calendar would involve a change in Golden Gate Fields 
schedule. Consequently, we've met several times with principals at GGF and 
Santa Anita <uld with representatives of the Thoroughbred Owners of California 
(TOC) to discuss this n1atter. We want the Board to know that CARF and the 
Fresno Fair are working with other affected parties and making every effort to 
find a mutually agreeable solution to this matter. 

CALIPORNlA AUTHORITY O F RACJNG FAJRS 
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If the Fresno start date is not revised to October 7, the initial purse and stakes 
schedule we have proposed for Fresno Fair may need to be revised. If this were 
to occur, it could also affect purses and stakes at other Fairs. 

We respectfully suggest that time is of the essence in this matter. The parties 
which would be affected are planni.J.1g right now for their respective meetings in 

the Fall. For this reason, we have requested that the matter be put on the March 
19 agenda to seek the Board's approval for a prompt resolution:. 

We very much appreciate the Board's consideration of this matter . 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ 

Christopher Korby 
Executive Director 

. '( 
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Northern California Race Dates AD HOC Committee Meeting 
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PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO THE ALLOCATED - 2015 NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RACE DATES 
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Northern California Race Dates AD HOC Committee Meeting 
Proposal: The request is to move Fresno's starting Race Date from October 1, 2015, to October 8, 2015. April 15, 2015 
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